James #167
Each Christian will receive their own reward according to their own labor.

Keep in mind after today, I will be back teaching next Tuesday the 26th .
Enjoy your Memorial Day! 
Remember those who gave it all for our freedom.
Pick it back up in 1Corinthians chapter three RF, let us go over some important principles and get some repetition in so we can fully digest this teaching.

We have begun to note the Bema Seat Judgment of Christ which is only for Believers after the Rapture of the church.

When you touch on this subject matter of spiritual growth and crowns, blessings and rewards it can often be misunderstood as a works program and yet it has nothing to do with your flesh.

/I know this seems contrary to what many want to teach about grace, yet it is impossible to ignore the teaching on this subject matter. Salvation is an absolute grace gift never worked for or earned, never to be removed. Crowns, blessings and rewards are growth dependent. They are also given out of abundant grace because the means to receive them come from the source of the mind of Christ and power of the SPIRIT.\  
God does not have to reward anyone, not even Bels. 
HE could simply give them eternal life at the moment of faith alone in Christ alone and that would be abundant grace.
 We could be removed after salvation and it would be abundant grace…yet we are left here for an opportunity for certain blessings beyond salvation. 

Now in 1Corithians chapter 3, we have seen the congregation challenging the Apostle Paul’s authority, because many liked the eloquence of Apollos who came up under the teaching of the Apostle Paul.
Apollos fulfilled a need, yet was not the ordained leader and teacher of this congregation at this time.
Bels need to take care who they sit under and who they support. 
Make sure you are not be driven in two sperate directions.
Some Christians have the ability to support several ministries and that is a blessing. 
Yet it always comes down to having the accuracy of the WORD and not being led into confusion. 
God is not the author of confusion.
Many Christians have no true spiritual growth because they are under the wrong teaching.
/1Co 3:8 Now the one who plants and the one who waters are one; but each will receive his own reward (misthos) according to his own labor (kopos).

The payment due for difficult labor. It is not recognized as a gift for nothing. Those who want to use grace as a blanket to hide apathy and irresponsibility fail miserably under this light of truth. \ 
MIS-TOSS, is a Greek term for payment of labor.
KOP-US, is a Greek noun for very intense labor.
Not only does the gift of pastor-teacher call for hard labor and serious effort. 
It also should be rewarded by those who benefit from it.
Yet the point many Bels miss, is that by receiving that teaching – YOU are now called into action!
This is not a message directed at just church leadership – it is for all BELS!
1Co 3:9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.

/Jhn 15:1 I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 “Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit.

Psa 118:22 A stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief  cornerstone.\
The two skill sets and examples often seen in scripture are farmers and Shepherds. Yet buildings are also seen within strong spiritual analogies. 

/Olive trees, fig trees, vines and sheep along with buildings, are often rich with spiritual analogies inside the plan of GOD. All of these examples speak to a specific trade, or growth and nurturing process. There is labor involved and skills needed, in each and every aspect of these examples. The Bel is given abundant grace gifts. Yet without positive volition toward the plan of God, these grace gifts, never come to full fruition.\
Many Christians never settle down and find their right pastor-teacher. 
Free will matters before and after salvation. 
God will never force salvation upon anyone, nor will HE force spiritual growth upon a Christian.
/1Co 3:10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder (architektōn)I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each person must be careful how he builds on it.

The grace of God supplies everything for each one of us to build – it begins with the teaching and learning of the WORD. Then it grows out from that.\
ARK-EE-TEK-OH, is where we get our English word architect from, yet in the ancient world it was used slightly different. 
The master builder was in charge of the building process, yet the owner of the land supplied all instructions and materials. 
I also taught you that building upon another man’s ministry is a very delicate a serious issue… if it is not handled properly.  
There are layers to this along with all scriptures.

Yet as a growing Christian, not a pastor, but one who is growing into their walk with GOD, notice… you are called to take care about what YOU are building.
/1Co 3:11 For no one can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

If what you learn, grow and apply is not related to the truth of the person and work of Jesus Christ, that is the wrong foundation. IN Christ, means you are in union with HIM and walking in HIS mind (BD).\
Meaning there is only one true foundation.
Now the Apostle Paul will highlight why this is so important.
What is your foundation?
And what are you building in your temporal walk, that is what matters.

/1Co 3:12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, or straw,

IF, is a first-class condition – this is a matter of fact! Every Christian after salvation is either building something positive or negative.\
This is impossible to ignore concerning what a Bel is called into after salvation, it is not to sit on your hands.
Fire does not destroy gold, silver and precious gem stones – in fact, it only melts at extremely high heats.
A test of fire for a period of time will actually prove and improve these precious stones.
Whereas, even a short burst of fire will destroy wood, hay and straw. Because they will ignite and burn to ashes.
                          REPEAT
Fire as many of you know, often points to God’s divine judgment in scripture. 
/After salvation, you are either building on this foundation from the Spirit-filled life and application of the WORD, or you are building something fleshly. Any work or effort outside of walking in the NEW Nature is temporary. It has no eternal value, meaning there comes a time when your life after salvation will fall under inspection. Not an evaluation based on friends, popular ideologies, or human viewpoint, but a testing fire from GOD.\
If it lacks the righteousness of Christ it will burn up.
Permanent production is rewardable; temporary production is non rewardable.

There is no other way to explain this.
This is the word of God not the word of pastor Rick;
/1Co 3:13 each one’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each one’s work.

Same day referenced in 2Cor 5:10 & Rom 14:10 – personal sins are never an issue at the Bema Seat of Christ, or the Great White Throne Judgement (Rev 20).\
They can’t be – Christ died for the sins of the whole world upon that cross.
/Every sin nature was nailed to that cross, it becomes an issue of eternal position – the Believer is eternally secure, they never face a second death (separation from God). The Unbeliever has chosen their own merits and righteous to stand on, thereby refusing the person and work of Christ. The Unbel will accept the full judgment of their own works and righteousness, the Bel is secure in union with Christ – only the righteousness of Christ can enter heaven.\ 
So, the evaluation, or judgment of works is for both Believer and Unbeliever.
Yet the Unbel will face the Great White Throne Judgment which is designated for the judicial verdict of the Lake of Fire.
The Bel is simply evaluated on divine works and given a reward according to that judgment. 
That is at the Bema Seat of Christ – which has nothing to do with the Lake of Fire.
                        REPEAT
/1Co 3:14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward.

IF - is a first-class condition it is true! This was settled upon the CROSS, because Christ rejected any and all human good.\
So, the judicial sentence is held until these two final judgments concerning human good and divine good.
The cross dealt with all personal sins so the OSN was dealt with. 
The final verdict or sentencing for human works happens at these two judgment seats.
/At the Bema Seat Judgment of Christ, the last thing to be destroyed from the old sin nature will be all the good deeds you did in the power of the flesh. At the great White Throne Judgement, the only thing the Unbel will stand on is human righteousness and personal merits. The Cross of Christ designated the payment for all sins except the one unpardonable sin – refusing to accept the person and work of Christ for eternal salvation.\ 

That is what the Unbeliever will stand on in the end – they wanted to be independent from God. They refused the grace gift of salvation.
God’s plan was established billions of years ago in eternity past; the judicial decisions were complete and then sealed on the death burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

/1Co 3:15 If anyone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet only so as through fire.

Another 1st class condition, this is written in eternity past, the judicial verdict was complete. \
This points us to the doctrine of eternal security. Especially considering how the Apostle Paul writes this all after verse 15.

1Co 3:16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?
We are the tabernacle of GOD; all Christians are indwelt by the Trinity.

1Co 3:17 If anyone destroys the temple of God, God will destroy that person; for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.
We have another first-class condition here – the Bels at Corinth were very fleshly. 
Many were influenced by Judaizers and Gnostic doctrines.
They liked to live one foot in the world and one foot in the plan of God. Every wind of doctrine that tickled their ears was all they were interested in.
                            REPEAT
/1Cor 3:18 Take care that no one deceives himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, he must become foolish, so that he may become wise.

Another IF – matter of fact and a present tense, imperative mood; STOP deceiving yourselves, before discipline and possibly a final judgment falls upon you, loss of blessings and rewards or worse (sin unto death).\  
The temple of your soul is corrupted that is what Paul warns, and God will not ignore those who lead Bels astray. Nor will HE allow HIS children to partake of a life, completely opposed to the truth of HIS word, without some type of consequences. 
                          REPEAT
/Isa 64:6 For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our wrongdoings, like the wind, take us away.

Human good and human righteousness are from the OSN, they were nailed to the Cross.\
There is no standard in humanity that can save us or bring us closer to GOD. It is a surrendered to the justice system of God and acceptance of the impeccability of Jesus Christ that removes us from the Great White Throne Judgment. 
                        REPEAT
/Any form of human merit or fleshly righteousness has been rejected by Christ and at the moment of salvation they were all removed to the final sentence at the Bema Seat Judgment. Human works and human righteousness are born from the OSN, that was judged on the Cross. Christ rejected any type of fleshly merits and they were sentenced for final judgment either at the Bema seat of Christ, or great White Throne.\  

1Cor 3:11-16 tells us this along with Rom 14:10, 2Cor 5:10.
/Human good is unacceptable by GOD, it may not fall under a specific sin category. Human good is different from sin in that human good does not involve a moral issue (lying, cheating, MA sins), or an overt issue (stealing, adultery, violence). It is born out of the arrogance of the OSN, it is very subtle and brings forth religious thoughts and efforts. It was rejected on the CROSS and it will be dealt with at one of these two judgments.\  

Human good is not confessed as a specific sin. It is taken care of by staying in fellowship. 
When a Bel is in fellowship divine good is produced.
I believe these two final judgments put to rest the issue of free will and our freedom outside of the plan of God.


