James lesson #104
God is knocking and seeking fellowship

Pick it back up in Luke chapter 15 RF.
Our current study in James has us looking at;
/Jam 1:21 Therefore, ridding yourselves of all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.\
The only way to wash ourselves clean is by the two power options of the filling power of GOD the HS and having the WORD anchored in our soul.
This means we have to make a conscious decision daily to lay aside the old nature.

The parable of the prodigal son is a great study on this exact subject matter.
Luk 15:11 And He said, “A man had two sons.
/The parable of the Prodigal Son points us to two Bels – two members of the family. Both fail miserably, yet the father never stops loving them and blessing them. The older brother struggles with arrogance and legalism, while the younger one lacks control over of his lust patterns, which are geared toward immaturity and loose living (licentiousness). This is not a parable about salvation.\ 
Many teachers believe the lost coin just before this in Luke 15:8-10, may also highlight a parable about a Bel’s repentance and not salvation. 
There are usually multi-layers within many of the parables just like prophecy.

Keep in mind, God never acknowledges Unbels as part of HIS family. 
They are often referenced as hostile and enemies not family members. 
/Luk 15:12“The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the estate that is coming to me.’ And so he divided his wealth between them.

This is reflective of the attitude of Satan and the original man and woman in the garden – dissatisfied (implacable) with what God already gives them. We see the impatient attitude that always seeks for more or what others have.\ 
Notice the FATHER is a perfect gentleman, kind and generous.
HE gives that which the arrogant younger son demands. 
/Luk 15:13 “And not many days later, the younger son gathered everything together and went on a journey to a distant country, and there he squandered his estate in wild living.

It speaks of riotous living, recklessly following lust patterns. He scattered his inheritance over many cosmic system temptations that tickled his lust patterns.\ 

We can assume it was drinking, gambling and chasing wild women, yet we do not have every detail…and you know what happens when we ASSUME that we know something!?
Satan has a whole system and a massive army of demonic entities designed to tickle, torment and deceive mankind.

Your personal vices and weakness may be different than someone else’s, yet it does not make it any less damaging. 
/SIN IS SIN in the divine courtroom of heaven; some sins carry more dangerous and long-term damage than others, yet it is all viewed as missing the mark; 
Rom 14:23 But the one who doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith; and whatever is not from faith is sin.
Act 5:1-11, 1Cor 8:7, 2Cor 13:5, Gal 3:11, Heb 11:6, Rom 13:2, Prov 6:16-19)\ 
Do yourself a favor one day and do a private study on these scriptures and then try and justify your own list of what sin you think is better than another sin.

Our flesh loves to justify and categorize spirituality into our own understanding and more specifically, into what we truly want to believe and what feels most comfortable to us.
                               REPEAT
Be careful because that is what is at the core of legalism as well.
Luk 15:14 “Now when he had spent everything, a severe famine occurred in that country, and he began doing without.
The foreign country points us to the cosmic system. 
When the Bel wants to live outside the plan of GOD, they enter into cosmic system entanglements.
 
/Carnality settles into the life of a Believer when they satisfy the OSN and allow lust patterns to have their way without interrupted repentance. When a Bel suppresses the grieving of the HS and continues without rebound, that is carnality which leads into reversionism. That is when repercussions multiply. Reversionism is when we engulf ourselves into the foreign land of the devil’s world.\
God the HS will work within you, to keep you aware of sins and evil creeping in. 

Yet once we ignore the repentant warnings, the grieving gets softer and easier to ignore over time.

Your free will is responsible to stay active in the WORD and habitually in the new nature to avoid carnality. 
                           REPEAT
/Rev 3:19 ‘Those whom I love (phileō), I rebuke and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent (metanoeō). 20 ‘Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.\
Those whom GOD loves personally, this is a Believer. God states - I will allow misery or discipline to wake them up. 
And if they TURN BACK, they change their mind, change the course they are heading on, they adjust to MY justice system…then open themselves up to ME again, we will have fellowship.

/Luk 15:15 “So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed pigs.

He has now entered into deep backsliding, rapidly walking in reversionism. Aligning himself with the devil’s world.\  
Once you entangle yourself with the cosmic system it will pull you down further over time.
There are no real spiritual answers in the cosmic system…it is a lie and deception.

Satan has a victory when Bels detach from the truth of BD and attach themselves onto cosmic system ideologies and answers. 
Their gifts…their time, talent and treasures are spread out in the cosmic system and the BODY of Christ is weakened by that type of Christian.
                          REPEAT 
Many members of the body are busy building up the devil’s world, not the body of Christ.
Luk 15:16 “And he longed to have his fill of the carob pods that the pigs were eating, and no one was giving him anything.
This just goes to show us how intimacy with devil’s world leads us into places and behaviors so far removed from our union with Christ.

This is similar to the attitude of the stubborn Exodus generation; 
/Exo 16:3 The sons of Israel said to them, “If only we had died by the LORD’S hand in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat, when we ate bread until we were full; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this entire assembly with hunger!”

They had just begun to run out of supplies; they were not in a famine. This was immediate implacable, narcissism – whoa is ME!  \
How quickly we abandon our faith when things get a little rough.
When things do not go as we planned them, we quickly quit on the plan of GOD.
We point the finger of blame before we stand in faith-rest.
The pots of delicious meat they received in slavery was what we now call historical revisionism. 

We have a lot of this today – changing accurate history to bring out a new perspective. Politicians, media outlets and educational systems have become culprits of this type of false narrative.  
                          REPEAT
/Israel selectively remembered the past and thought of their time in Egypt as a good time (Exo 16:3). The pots of un-known meat were often made up of rats, insects and other random critters, it was large, nasty pots of slop. They lost sight of God’s future for them, and they also twisted the past to support their complaining. This thinking is common among those who are weak, self-centered and experts at the art complaining.\

Luk 15:17 “But when he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired laborers have more than   enough bread, but I am dying here from hunger!
When the Bel comes to their senses is when they begin to remember BD, they begin to touch backward into a memory of how the plan off God works.
/Luk 15:18 ‘I will set out and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in your sight;

Notice he has changed his course of thinking and in turn his course of action will change. That means he has adjusted to the justice of GOD.\ 
Luk 15:19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired laborers.”’
Humility has been reestablished. 
/Luk 15:20 “So he set out and came to his father. But when he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.

The compassionate forgiveness and mercy did not require any effort on his part, except to turn back in humility, toward the FATHER.\
The FATHER comes to embrace the fallen son, when the son turns back in humility!
God is not interested in you wallowing in guilt and shame.
He wants an honest and open acknowledgement… and that is it!
HE will embrace you every time.
/Luk 15:21“And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

Our sins no matter what they are, or who they hurt, must first be addressed to GOD the Father (justice system). All prayer and sin are addressed by the power of God the HS, through the person and work of Jesus Christ.\

Luk 15:22 “But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet;
/God is not concerned about the emotional waves we all go through during failures and sin. In fact, dwelling in sadness and guilt, or shame leads to self-loathing, that stunts your growth. People may want you to dwell in shame or guilt but God knows that leads to chain sinning. Take responsibility, move forward in humility and make the adjustments.\ 
Luk 15:23 and bring the fattened calf, slaughter it, and let’s eat and celebrate;
Luk 15:24 for this son of mine was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.’ And they began to celebrate.
/The prodigal son is forgiven immediately. He also at the same time is forgiven the unknown sins; 

1Pet 2:24 and He Himself brought our sins in His body up on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live for righteousness; by His wounds you were healed.
                    (1Jhn 1:7-10, 2Cor 5:21) \
Jump over to Ephesians chapter five.

Rebound means restoration to fellowship with God plus the recovery of the filling power of GOD the Holy Spirit. 
When we are in fellowship we are controlled by the Spirit.  
How effective and lengthy of the filling of power the Holy Spirit is dependent upon the stage of our spiritual growth. 
/Prov 1:22 “How long, you naive ones, will you love simplistic thinking? And how long will scoffers delight themselves in scoffing And fools hate knowledge? 23 “Turn to my rebuke, Behold, I will pour out my spirit on you; I will make my words known to you.

To rebound means you open up the NEW nature, you are washed clean. Yet we still need to move forward in that cleansed state.\ 

In Ephesians we know the Apostle Paul is speaking to Believers.
Ephesians is part of the four prison epistles, which were designed to circulate through many of the Apostle Paul’s congregations. 
His primary concerns are not salvation but walking accurately inside the plan of God.
Ephesians is addressing the walk for a Bel toward maturity. 
It is a lesson on becoming imitators of Christ, how Jesus walked and applied BD in HIS humanity, HE is our true role model.
                          REPEAT
The Apostle Paul describes the lifestyle of Unbels and where all Christians came from, he warns do not keep going backward but go forward IN Christ.
He actually uses several commands using the Greek imperative mood – keep on walking in this manner.
One of the pagan temples near Ephesus was the temple of Artemis, or as known by the Romans the temple of Diana.

A pagan worship center with cult prostitutes, male and female prostitutes.  
/Eph 5: 11 Do not participate in the useless (akarpos) deeds of darkness (skotos), but instead even expose them;

Do not have fellowship with those who are not willing to walk in the truth. Do not display yourself as a fruitless tree, you are now called into a new life out from the shadows.\ 
ARK-CA-PAS, means fruitless, you are a barren tree…no fruit.
SKAR-TOS, operating in the shadows away from the divine light.
There were many false teachers and several of the early congregations were going back into the practices of pagan rituals and lifestyles opposed to Christianity.
This region was a Greek stronghold, filled with Roman and Greek culture. Meaning the worship of gods and goddesses affiliated with the fallen angels and Nephilim. 

