Mat 177
God’s grace supplied for our needs 
LORD’S SUPPER TODAY

Mat 14:13 Now when Jesus heard about John, He withdrew from there in a boat to a secluded place by Himself; and when the people heard of this, they followed Him on foot from the cities.
Mat 14:14 When He went ashore, He saw a large crowd, and felt compassion for them and healed their sick.
Mat 14:15 When it was evening, the disciples came to Him and said, “This place is desolate and the hour is already late; so send the crowds away, that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.”
The disciples were more focused on their own needs and what they felt was appropriate and not the focus on what TLJC was doing and what they should have been paying attention to during the course of the salvation and healings going on for hours right in front of them.
Mat 14:16 But Jesus said to them, “They do not need to go away; you give them something to eat!”

Keep in mind this would not be the only time TLJC would multiply food and feed thousands but this is the first we see in scripture.
/Mat 14:17 They said to Him, “We have here only five loaves and two fish.”
Though these men have walked side by side with the Lord for several years we still have a lack of faith issue lingering.\ 
We can also note mankind’s focus on self, first, which tells us our flesh is a strong adversary that in our daily condition it will lead us astray if we do not stay aware and in the word.

This is not to knock on the Apostles because we all fall short of the glory of God.
It does give us an example that even having the Lord right in front of us does not mean we automatically fall in line and have perfection flowing from every pore of our bodies.
Free will means we make conscious decisions to apply the word of God daily.

Mat 14:18 And He said, “Bring them here to Me.”
Mat 14:19 Ordering the people to sit down on the grass, He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up toward heaven, He blessed the food, and breaking the loaves He gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds,
We see TLJC applying the protocol plan of God by doing the right thing in the right way. Jesus acknowledges God and seeks the blessing from the heavenly before HE deals with the earthly. 
Mat 14:20 and they all ate and were satisfied. They picked up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve full baskets.
Remember in ancient times the head count was often just the adult males, meaning women and children were not always counted in these written historic events. 
So, five thousand becomes 10 or 12 thousand pretty quickly if you do some basic math. 
Mat 14:21 There were about five thousand men who ate, besides women and children.

/5 represents the number of grace. More specifically, God’s divine grace that relates to salvation, the grace gift that is not earned or deserved by mankind, it is simply given to us. Reminding the Bel, it is God who supplies for your needs. The number 2, speaks to the divine union of marriage and of a witness, also Christ and HIS bride the church. It is the union represented in God’s view of mankind and HIS plan, the merging of humanity into the heavenly.\ 
The doctrine of the Hypostatic union tells us that humanity and deity came together as the supernatural union and the problem-solving device for everything within the universe. All answers are found within the unique God-man Jesus Christ. 

/The 12 baskets speak to authority or structure (government, divine order) noting 12 tribes of Israel and 12 Apostles now actively handling this miracle as well. This is something the disciples will eventually pick up on as their calling, feeding a lost and dying world (Bible Doctrine) and healing them from the pain of Satan’s deception.\
Turn to Ephesians chapter 2.

The first thing we must focus on is always salvation as I mentioned last lesson. The Cross of Christ is the greatest example and really the ultimate pinnacle of the Grace of God.

The plan of God, operation grace, was provided for man before man was created. 
Therefore, man cannot earn and cannot deserve this grace. 
/Under grace God does the work and man is only the beneficiary. At salvation, though free will is involved, it is God the Holy Spirit at work (Efficacious Grace) because we have no spiritual life it had to be imputed to us once we made a positive decision for Christ. The Bel who gains momentum in the plan of God after salvation again, is positive but God is the one who supplies the logistics.\
Mankind can never take credit even after salvation…God supplies everything we simple remain positive toward HIM.
So, the Bel who continues to advance God does the pursuing and man does the benefiting. Grace is always the work of God for mankind. 
/Eph 2:1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,
There is nothing mankind can do to earn or deserve divine righteousness (protocol for eternity in heaven). We only need to accept Christ and God the Holy Spirit will do the rest.\
In fact, even the times someone brought you the gospel of Christ or whatever led you to Christ was controlled and promoted by God the HS. 

You were spiritual dead…born in sin within the bloodline of the original Adam.
   
Eph 2:2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.
There is no other description in scripture for the Unbel except; sons of disobedience – lost & dying, enemies of the Cross, children of wrath.
This is not to offend Unbels it is the simple truth of the matter…truth is singular it is not what you feel in any given moment. 
Eph 2:3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.
/Eph 2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),\

Human works and human IQ does not have the capability to put you in union with Christ it is out of human reach…it is divine and drawn from the eternal grace-pool of God HIMSELF. 

Eph 2:6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
HE seated US with HIM! You share in everything TLJC has, who HE is… what ever HE owns or power HE has, we are given that position once we accept the grace gift of God.
Eph 2:7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
/Eph 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;
A gift that you do not earn or deserve in fact, what all mankind deserves is the lake of fire.\
We are not ever righteous or just on the level that the divine courtroom of heaven upholds as the standards of God. 
The fact that we think we are is simply the arrogance of the OSN that thinks it can set its own standards and that it fully comprehends the making of the universe and all the details that took place in eternity past.    REPEAT 
Eph 2:9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.
Eph 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.
So that we would walk in them, maybe we will… maybe we won’t. Again free will does play a role. 
Which we can not walk in this manner if we do not have the power of God the HS! Who, by the way, has the lion’s share of the work at salvation and right now in time for the Bel spiritual walk.

/Grace is all that God is free to do for man on the basis of the cross. God is free to express His love through grace and He does this without jeopardizing His essence. No one can truly give apart from freedom and God gives out of total freedom because of the cross to us.\ 

Grace is the work and the plan of God on behalf of man beginning at the cross. It is God’s plan and God’s policy for mankind. It is a plan, a policy, a function, a mechanic, a divine modus operandi, whatever term you use this is the plan of God which always has its foundation in HIS grace.   REPEAT      ELABORATE
/Eph 4:1 Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love,\
The Apostle Paul is speaking to the Bels at Ephesus and in the statement he is saying you have to make an effort to walk in this manner, meaning you can choose between the OSN and New Nature. Fee will!
/Eph 4:3 being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
Written in the Greek present tense to tell us this is continually, habitual.\
Under the principle of divine grace it depends upon the essence of God, therefore grace depends on who and what God is. 
Grace is what God can do for man and still be consistent with His own character. 
/The Bel must sort out the difference between grace and legalism. Legalism is man’s ability and works intruding upon the plan of God. Man’s works cannot coexist with God’s works. Such an implied coexistence is blasphemy. Grace excludes human works. \    REPEAT
This is the problem and lies from some denominational teachings.
Anytime we put our hands and efforts into the plan of God it is halted or corrupted. 
I don’t care if it is healings, water baptism or speaking in tongues all of these things add to the finished work of Christ because it is man saying - let me add something to God’s design to get something from God’s plan. 

/Grace, sanctification, and the angelic conflict all meet in the plan of God, minus man’s efforts. The greatest thing God can do for a Bel is to make him exactly like His Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the only celebrity of the Church Age.\ 
Turn to Hebrews chapter 2 we will finish there and close with the Lord’s supper.
Ultimately it is the objective of God’s plan to make everyone like His Son. Man was created to, resolve the angelic conflict and since man was given free will it is inevitable that he would fail. 

Adam through his free will sinned. Jesus Christ had to become a human being and not an angel in order to resolve the angelic conflict — 
Heb 2:14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil,
This speaks directly to the spiritual warfare- the angelic conflict.
Heb 2:15 and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.
He might free those- because of man’s free will… HE MIGHT free those who accept that grace gift from their free will as all angels watch the show…fallen & elect. 
Heb 2:16 For assuredly He does not give help to angels, but He gives help to the descendant of Abraham.
/Heb 2:17 Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.\
Heb 2:18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.
Make propitiation is that Greek term –
Hilaskomai  (HILL-OS-GO-MY) meaning to make atonement, to pay the price or reconcile a debt that needed to be paid in the legal sense.
To stand before the judgement in place of you…innocent, yet willing to accept the punitive measures to clear your name. 
There may be no better verses than 17 and 18 here to close and do the Lord’s supper with. 

Let us get ready to take in the Lord’s supper.

The first Adam lost the victory through the fall and the last Adam wins the victory through the cross — 

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ suffered the ultimate pain, the ultimate humiliation and did so knowing full well in eternity past that many would laugh at HIS pain, scoff at HIS suffering and even attack HIM while HE was enduring it all….sadly many people today do the exact same thing when they hear the name Jesus Christ.
And yet HE did not waiver, He did not second guess, HE simply said - I will go forward and go to that cross for the sins of all mankind, whether they love Me or hate Me…I will be that sacrifice for all of mankind, because they can not do it on their own merit. 
/Col 2:13 When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions,\
There is no human effort no works programs that can give you what the grace of God gave you at that cross my friends.
The debt was too high… the cost astronomical and the righteousness needed for the gateway of heaven was out of human reach.
/Col 2:14 having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.\

On the night our Lord was bitterly betrayed HE took bread and broke it, saying this is my body, take and eat, do this is in remembrance of our Lord…let us eat the bread.

In the same fashion the LORD lifted up the cup and gave thanks and said this is my blood, which is poured out for the sins of many, this cup is the blood of new and everlasting covenant, each time you eat of the bread and drink of the cup you bring ME into remembrance…let us drink the cup.
Let us pray.   







