James #179
Victory over death is a reality!

Happy Father’s Day! 
Open back up in 2Corinthians chapter 5 RF.
Our current study in the 7 deaths we can witness in the bible, has us looking at the reality of Physical Death.
In this chapter we see the Apostle Paul reminding the congregation that our focus has to stay on the eternal and not become side-tracked by the temporal distractions around us.
/2Cor 5:1 For we know that if our earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made by hands, eternal in the heavens.

Physical death is the separation of the soul from the body. For the Bel they are entering not only a resurrected life, but a divine, resurrected life – the same one displayed for 40 days in the resurrected appearances of Jesus Christ.\ 

The attitude Paul is teaching on is a mature attitude, it is real, it is not faking SM. It takes growth to get to this stability in your heart. 
/2Co 5:2 For indeed, in this tent we groan, longing (epipotheō) to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven,

The SM Bel has a real and lasting desire, a longing and lifestyle pursuit about the things of GOD – eternal glory is a real GOAL in their life.\ 
EPP-A-THAY-O, written in the Greek present tense, means we keep having a strong desire for eternal life. 
It does not mean we are morbidly obsessed with death – it means we sometimes groan or sigh, at this temporal walk because we fully understand the plan of GOD.
2Co 5:3 since in fact after putting it on, we will not be found naked.

The body is limited now in time. When we get a resurrected body it will no longer have the struggle of the OSN, the limitations will be removed.
The nakedness was symbolic of weakness, flaws, vulnerabilities and humiliation.
/There is nothing negative about the human body, in fact it is believed to be similar in the future resurrection – only it will be the perfect version of you! Jesus came to us in human flesh, a perfect human being with the ability to make negative decisions, just as the first Adam (no OSN and yet given a free will). God does not create garbage, the issue of corruption of the body is found in the OSN. Free will opens up that nature, it is like the weak link in a chain.\ 
That is why Christ came in the flesh, to be tempted and tested beyond compare and then sacrificed for the sins of the whole world.
Only the unique God-man could walk through the justice system of God and pay the penalty for the sins of the whole world.
/2Co 5:4 For indeed, we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, because we do not want to be unclothed but to be clothed, so that what is mortal will be swallowed up by life.

Physical death is only a death sentence in the negative realm, for the Unbeliever. For the Bel we are clothed in a resurrected life with and IN Christ! \  
The Apostle Paul as a mature Bel has a yearning for his resurrected life with Christ. He is not hoping to die soon, yet he is very comfortable with physical death and actually he is longing for eternity. 
That is called a healthy and mature outlook for a Christian. 
                         REPEAT
One clue to why the Apostle Paul has this attitude is seen in this next verse;
/2Co 5:5 Now He who prepared (katergazomai) us for this very purpose is God, who gave us the Spirit as a pledge.

It points to a complete work, a finished project, or a plan done right, one and done! God’s plan is done with a sealed guarantee by the ministry of God the HS in the life of the Bel.\ 
At salvation you have entered the perfect plan of God – how far you go is up to you. Yet once you cross that salvation gateway you are sealed, with eternal security.
KAT-OH-GAZ-OH-MY, written in the aorist tense, means it was already done. It points to the past and present, into the future.
Knowing and growing in the plan of GOD is imperative. 
2Co 5:6 Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord—
2Co 5:7 for we walk by faith, not by sight—
/The Apostle Paul is comfortable in this fallen world and flawed body, it is not his preference, yet he embraces all that GOD has for him in the temporal walk. There is a difference in a Bel who lives in calm assurance, comfortable, in who they are right now in time. Compared to a Bel who lives for the trinkets and blessings of the cosmic system. One is mature and handles any circumstance and will have dying grace – the other resembles the Unbel and emotions will dictate their life and physical death.\ 
2Co 5:8 but we are of good courage and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.
Notice the reminder he keeps telling them - do not lose faith, stay strong, be courageous and press onward!

Focus on the truth not the deception of the devil’s world. 
/2Co 5:9 Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.

At the moment of physical death, a CA Believer is face to face with the LORD.\
Notice now the Apostle Paul tells us after physical death, or for some, after the Rapture of the body of Christ, what happens next is the Bema Seat Judgement for CA Bels.

2Co 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive compensation for his deeds done through the body, in accordance with what he has done, whether good or bad.
Physical death for the Believer is a part of our victory; we have arrived and now we will see what blessings and rewards we have in eternity. 
/The attitude for a winner Believer;

2Tim 4:7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith;  \
Those truly in love with the cosmic system and most Unbels never grasp that concept.
They believe that death, even for a Christian, is this awful thing that GOD forced upon them.
Many people desire a type of immortality and yet I tell you we all have it in one form or another.
Immortality points to extended life…living on forever, we all will have that after physical death.
                        REPEAT
For the Christian we can note what the Apostle Paul is teaching;
/1Cor 15:53 For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 But when this perishable puts on the imperishable, and this mortal puts on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written: “DEATH HAS BEEN SWALLOWED UP in victory.\

Now for the Unbeliever it is the reality of an everlasting life that is separated from GOD forever.
/Mat 13:42 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
(Mat 8:12, Mat 22:13, Mat 24:51, Mat 25:30, Luk 13:28, Luk 16, Mar 9, Rev 14, Rev 19, Rev 20…etc.)   \ 
Depending on how Jesus used descriptive words about the darkness and what many people call hell, HE brought up the subject just as much, if not more, than the subject of heaven. 
Just in case you didn’t think it was that important. 

By the way this is how Jesus addressed a funeral for a family member. HE was not being cold hearted, just very truthful about eternity.
/Mat 8:21 And another of the disciples said to Him, “Lord, allow me first to go and bury my father.” 22 But Jesus said to him, “Follow Me, and let the dead bury their own dead.”\
The context here was that several men had spoken out boldly about following our LORD. One didn’t like to hear the fact that they might not have a bed to sleep on at night. The other was occupied with a family funeral. 
It is believed that both men peeled away after that confrontation. 
                           REPEAT
Jump over to Romans chapter 8 RF. 
/A funeral is a big event and deeply emotional in the natural realm. in the spiritual, it is either a celebration for another Bel crossing over into heaven. Or, a painful lesson learned about the truth of the gospel for another. Physical death is not designed to emotionally, halt the life of those left behind, it is a greater lesson on why TRUTH is so important.\
Grieving loved ones is normal and we should embrace that for a period of time, it should not become a lifestyle of grief! 
In fact, a funeral is great place to evangelize.
Death is the sovereign will of God. The time of your death, or anyone’s death, is already written in eternity past.

I know this may be difficult to swallow, but even the death of those we love is written in HIS plan.
The death of the young or old, it is somehow designed and processed through the justice of God and set directly inside the plan of God from eternity past.
God knows all the information past, present and future and all the intricacies we will never fully understand.
                           REPEAT
When you begin to grow spiritually and realize the death of a loved one, might actually be a tremendous act of mercy from God.
That death may well serve many purposes for other people and at the same time brought mercy to that one who went home to be with the LORD.

You do not know the future for yourself, how could you know the future for someone else?
                            REPEAT

Now in Romans 8, it comes right off the heels of chapter seven, where Paul says wretched man that I am. 
 He admits his own struggles with the OSN and proclaims TLJC has set him free, he is delivered from all condemnation. 

The Apostle Paul actually tells us the whole world is groaning under the pain of sin and darkness – the earth itself is longing to be put back into perfection, just read Romans 8:19-22.

We as Bels, are saved from that coming darkness and misery, we are brought over into eternal glory simply because of our faith in Christ.
When you question God’s plan, keep this mind;
/Rom 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. \
There is an angelic conflict happening that has gone on for thousands, or possibly millions of years… we do not fully understand it all. There are future events and past situations that are all working together for the purpose of God’s divine plan and goal.
And in all of that, GOD took the time to make sure HE had a plan just for you!
/Rom 8:33 Who will bring charges against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies;

All Bels are under the authority, timing and protection of our Divine Father. Each one of us is justified and sanctified, ready for eternal glory.\ 
We are all on God’s timetable, not our own.
Do not allow death to be the emotional obstacle that holds up your spiritual growth.
/Job 1:21 He said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, And naked I shall return there. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the name of the LORD.”

Humanity has no control over the day they were born, or the day they face physical death.\

Rom 8:34 who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, but rather, was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.
/Because we are the future bride of Christ and in union with HIM forever, we are the children of God – because of that, we have VICTORY on our side. Christ is our guarantee of a resurrected life after physical death. In this temporal walk, even on our worse day, HE is interceding for us! Trust in His timing and His power, in HIS understanding, not human viewpoint.\

Rom 8:35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or trouble, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?
The Apostle Paul goes through an extensive list to show us nothing can change what GOD has done for HIS children. 
The sword speaks of bodily harm, often referenced for death. 
Rom 8:36 Just as it is written: “FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE KILLED ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE REGARDED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED.”
That is taken from Psalms 44 – it speaks of the nation of Israel in a season of great defeat, calling out to God for rescue. Written by relatives of the priesthood, bloodline Levites (sons of Korah). 
Who also became musicians in the days of King David, writing holy poems and songs for worship and prayer. 
Rom 8:37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.

/Rom 8:38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.\
Eternal security is a doctrine every new Believer should master.
It can be the difference between following false teaching or good doctrinal theology. Or having an emotional and weak faith as opposed to having a sound faith, that keeps growing.
                        REPEAT
Nothing can separate us from CHRIST - once saved, always saved.

Let me close with this, because we will probably open with this next week;
/Phl 1:20 according to my eager expectation and hope, that I will not be put to shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Christ will even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.\



