James #144
A historic confrontation at Antioch.

Pick it up back in Galatians 2 – we are currently finishing up a look at a dispute between the apostles Peter and Paul, which occurred over the issue of partiality. 
It was a greater issue of the Apostle Peter caving into pressure and emotional manipulation, which will always make a strong man of integrity, look like a silly little school-girl.
Any Christian, man or woman, who refuses to stand strong in their faith and goes along to get along for the approval of the world. Or even worse, they go along and get along for monetary or popularity gains are not only weaklings they are going to reap misery in the end.
                            REPEAT
 In Galatians 2, we see the Apostle Paul once again dealing with outsiders such as Gnostics and Judaizers infiltrating his congregations. 
He is recounting the time he stood before the Jerusalem council and the time he had to stand against the Apostle Peter. 
In Jerusalem, Paul showed up with Titus and Barnabas and made a public stand against the Judaizers.
/A group of believing Jews, could not get it through their heads that circumcision was not necessary for salvation. They also blended in aspects of the Mosaic law even after the Apostle Peter had his divine appointment years earlier. They were encouraged in their wrong attitude by the false apostles, teachers and skewed doctrines. The result was that the majority of Jewish converts were up in arms against the Apostle Paul and his doctrine. \
This is the issue of those who refuse to let go of their past ideologies and religious beliefs. 
They insist on blending in their own merits and false system into the life of others.  
They truly never let go of certain preconceived notions and bias that has dominated their life for a long period of time.

Gal 2:11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned.
Antioch had become a congregation of solid Bible teaching under Apostle Paul and Barnabas.
Antioch was right on the Mediterranean Sea wedged up against Syria, about 300 miles north of Jerusalem.  
Those in the church of Jerusalem had lost their footing as a foundational church of Jesus Christ. So, you had a group of Jewish converts who wanted to see what was happening at this growing church in Antioch. 

/Though Peter was previously in agreement with welcoming Gentiles into the church without bringing them under the Law of Moses, when Peter came to Antioch (Paul’s home church), it was another story. He refused to associate with Gentile Christians once certain Jewish Believers from Jerusalem came on the scene.\
This became a heated discussion between Peter and Paul – the Apostle Peter dropped the ball and he knew it.

This was believed by many historians to be a time of Christian feasts and fellowship, like a type of Bible Conference which almost always included the Lord’s supper.
/It is believed that the observance of the Eucharist was involved in this, often in the early church it was celebrated at a Bible study gathering. A time of study, songs and then a meal was shared by all the Believers. If this was the case at Antioch, there would have been a division of Believers at the meal table and also the TABLE of the Lord’s supper.\ 
Either way this was a failure on the Apostle Peter’s part and Paul had to put his foot down very abruptly. 

A true Christian can not simply go along and get along with obvious prejudice, obvious lies against the truth of BD. 
/Gal 2:12 For prior to the coming of some men from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he began to withdraw and separate himself, fearing those from the circumcision.

The Apostle Peter knew the church at Jerusalem that he trained James to take over, housed many Jewish men of wealth and social status within it. This was fear of losing support and respect.\ 
Popularity, approbation and differing forms of public acknowledgement, along with financial support should never drive a Bel into compromise.
When it is a leader such as a pastor, it is sign of either weakness or corruption, usually both.
There is a major integrity issue when a Christian will compromise the truth and what they claim to believe. They compromise to satisfy popular opinion, dodge judgment of others and gain monetary or higher social status. 
                         REPEAT
The Apostle Peter had been dining with Gentiles until a group of legalistic Jerusalem Bels arrived.
The Apostle Paul actually made a stand against many Jewish converts and even Peter during the Jerusalem council. 

Now he is explaining a time after that incident when the Apostle Peter travelled to meet with Paul and the Bels at Antioch. The Conference in Jerusalem ended with the apostles Peter and Paul agreeing about the grace of God and the foolishness of circumcision. 

The Apostle Paul left Jerusalem victorious and with greater respect at least from men like James, Peter and John. But there were many disgruntled, legalistic Bels after the Apostle Paul stood up to them.
Folks – there is a reason, the Apostle Paul has his fingerprints on nearly half the NT.
/Gal 2:13 The rest of the Jews joined him in hypocrisy, with the result that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy.

This verb is used twice – synypokrinomai, to act in a contrary manner or to speak behind a mask or false face. To bring out a façade (disguise).  \
SO-NOOP-O-CREAM-AH-NAY, this was often used to describe as acting, putting on a costume or mask and going on stage. It is where we get the term two-faced from.
Everyone knew the Gentiles were Bels, they knew the truth and yet they still refused to treat them with integrity.
                       REPEAT
/Legalism, especially from leadership will infect even a Christian with integrity. When it is group pressure, it has a profound, manipulative power behind it. Barnabas was a man of great faith and integrity, yet he folded under this pressure. The Apostle Peter was the pivotal character within this; he should never had stopped being gracious and intermingling with the Gentiles.\
This immediately sparked righteous indignation within the Apostle Paul. He was 100% correct in dealing with this swiftly and loudly.

This is never a situation that you simply ignore as a leader – you immediately address it with a harsh attitude if need be, in this case it was called for.
Especially after the Jerusalem council. Then you add in the fact that the Apostle Peter had been there possibly several days intermingling with Gentiles in Antioch. 

Gal 2:14 But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in the presence of all, “If you, being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?
This was a very public reprimand.
The Apostle Paul wanted the men from the Jerusalem church to hear that Peter was acting like a complete hypocrite. 
/This was the kind of emotional behavior that dominated Peter’s life before the day of Pentecost. This was like Peter telling Jesus not to go to the cross, or Peter taking his eyes off of Jesus and sinking when walking on the water, or like Peter cutting off the ear of the servant of the High Priest when soldiers came to arrest Jesus. Or when Peter vehemently denied the LORD 3 times.\
The Apostle Peter was a Bel when he failed in all these areas.
After the day of Pentecost, we see Peter hit his stride of maturity and yet here he is failing miserably.  
/We see that the flesh was still present in the Apostle Peter at a high level of maturity. Salvation and the filling of the Holy Spirit did not make Peter perfect; the old Peter was still there, just seen less often. This is a powerful example of the need for consistent washing of the OSN – 1John 1:9.\ 
The Bible when properly studied, points us to eternal security and yet you still have false teaching that a Bel can lose their salvation. If sin after salvation removed eternal security - Abraham, Sarah, Jacob, Moses, David, Solomon, King Saul, Samson right into the NT apostles will not be heaven.
 We often forget that the Apostle Paul was speaking about himself in Romans chapter 7;
/Rom 7:18 For I know that good does not dwell in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not. 19 For the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want.

The Apostle Paul is writing about his own struggles, 20 yrs into his office of apostleship.\
You did nothing to gain salvation it was the work of Jesus Christ, it is a grace gift – how can you do anything to remove it?

Now watch the rest of this reprimand laced with the Apostle Paul’s divine sarcasm. 
Gal 2:15 “We are Jews by nature and not sinners from the Gentiles;
He states it like this because the majority of Jews considered all Gentiles sinners and outsiders. 
Yet salvation has always been faith alone in Christ alone – nothing to do with Jew or Gentile.
Now the age of the Mosaic Law was directed at Israel. In other words, the LAW was established to separate the nation of Israel and give them the teaching tools and blessings all related to TLJC.
That age or dispensation Israel has been interrupted and all of the commands and laws fulfilled in Christ.
/Gal 2:16 nevertheless, knowing that a person is not justified by works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the Law; since by works of the Law no flesh will be justified.

The fact is all people (Jew or Gentile), at every point of human history were born sinners until they are BORN AGAIN - IN Christ!\ 
Gal 2:17 “But if, while seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have also been found sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Far from it!
IF is a Greek first class condition…the fact is, we are all sinners saved by the grace of GOD – by the blood of Jesus Christ. 
TLJC is not a servant of sin, therefore no one can justify themselves by works of the LAW.
/The Apostle Paul is standing in a roomful of Christians who are divided – Jews and Gentiles. He is reading Peter the riot act publicly, yet doing so as he addresses the majority of the Jews from Jerusalem. Using the debtor’s technique of answering his own rhetorical questions, Paul is addressing the works programs and LAW they stood behind for righteousness. It has all been fulfilled in CHRIST!\   
Christ is the healing balm for sin – He is the doctor who removed the cancer of sin, not the servant of sin.
/Gal 2:18 “For if I rebuild what I have once destroyed, I prove myself to be a wrongdoer.

IF is another Greek first-class condition, because the Apostle Peter along with the legalistic Jews are trying to rebuild the LAW in the age of Grace. What Christ fulfilled they want to build upon and continue to work on that! \
The person and work of Jesus Christ fell short, so therefore, the legalistic Jews will build upon that and continue to push that – because Christ failed!! That is basically what Paul is saying to this legalistic crowd.

Gal 2:19 “For through the Law I died to the Law, so that I might live for God.
Through the LAW we see the need for the righteousness of Christ.
THE LAW awakens us to the OSN.
Gal 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.
/Gal 2:21 “I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly.”

This had to be a shocking and uncomfortable lecture from Saul of Tarsus, now known as the Apostle Paul – to the Jerusalem crowd.\ 
IF – again a first-class condition, THEN HE WOULD have died needlessly. 

In fact, this may have been the point that Paul became a renown apostle in the early CA. He would go on from here and have 3 missionary journeys that had incredible historic impact. 
This was the first historic - mic drop in early Christian history.   
The Apostle Peter up until this point, was the most popular or widely known apostle out of all 12 apostles.

This may well have been a turning point for the Apostle Paul as far as recognition and respect goes. 

/There are two issues of legalism which are brought out in the book of Galatians: The first is - salvation by works, meaning faith plus some effort, or human merit or human connection (bloodline). It is the height of legalism to add into or take from the work of Christ.
The second is -  spirituality by works, becoming more justified and righteous over others by works, rituals or human connection (bloodline). \
If anyone teaches you that you must believe in Christ for salvation but you must do something else before you can really be saved, run in the opposite direction!
The issue is always faith or unbelief in the matter of salvation. Legalism tries to add something into that. 
Under the principle of grace whereby God provides salvation for the human race, it is a perfect plan, the author of the plan is perfect, and a perfect plan means that God must not only design it - but He must execute it. 
Christ did so on that cross
If man gets the energy of the flesh involved in salvation and then even after salvation, as in working toward spiritualty, you have legalism. Which means no salvation and no forward progress inside the plan of God.

/Salvation by works is dead, it is rejected because it is sin, it is blasphemy against Christ. Spirituality by works, such as meditation, fasting, charity (in the flesh) or Christian activism all fail. As well as pseudo gifts (tongues, healings and prophecy) also not only fail inside the plan of GOD, some may be influenced by demonic entities. None of these things will provide spirituality and yet most of them are acceptable in some Christian circles today. Habitual washing of the WORD and consistency of the filling power of the HS are the only avenue into true spirituality.\    
They go together as one spiritual force under the two power options. 
