Mat 190
Jesus reveals the dirty hands of the legalistic crowd 

We will be doing the Lord’s supper so if you want you can stop the message now and get yourself a cracker and some juice which is symbolic of the bread and wine from the Last Supper.

I normally do this on the first day of the month and at the end of the message so feel free to follow that with me today.

Mat 15:1 Then some Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said,
Mat 15:2 “Why do Your disciples break the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they eat bread.”
Mat 15:3 And He answered and said to them, “Why do you yourselves transgress the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition?
/Mat 15:4 “For God said, ‘HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER,’ and, ‘HE WHO SPEAKS EVIL OF FATHER OR MOTHER IS TO BE PUT TO DEATH.’\
Mat 15:5 “But you say, ‘Whoever says to his father or mother, “Whatever I have that would help you has been given to God,”
Mat 15:6 he is not to honor his father or his mother.’ And by this you invalidated the word of God for the sake of your tradition.

We began to look at exactly what TLJC was pointing out to the crowd and His future teachers concerning the verbal attack by the legalistic Pharisees & Scribes.
Because as we noted last lesson arrogance hates to be ignored and challenged.

When those in authority have to pound their chest and make demands or attack others on petty issues it usually is a sign that authority has lost its grip on power and it also points to a deep issue with pride and insecurity.

The Eleven disciples are from Galilee, common men, fishermen and publicans. Galileans were known for hard work, usually fishing or craftsmen, this means eating with dirty hands wasn’t a big deal for them. They weren’t being disrespectful or attempting to break a command.

The one person who could have washed his hands before meals would be Judas Iscariot because he was the only one from Judaea and educated. The rest are all from Galilee, working class and lower income families.
Religion is constantly looking for the opportunity to criticise anyone who loves the truth or seeks to learn Bible doctrine. 
Weak Bels fall into this category as well, untaught, baby Bels who are suckers for outward appearance and religious nonsense.
We see on the board that TLJC is pointing out respect for the parents which falls under the 5th commandment.

Because the religious crowd and even Bels who respond to legalism and think it’s a form of spirituality sometimes need to have God’s word put right back upon them to wake them up to their own arrogance. 

/Good behaviour (morality) in itself is not spirituality. Washing your hands is good because it has to do with sanitation but good in itself is not spirituality. This is the crowd who put the cart before the horse, they believe doing good is a way to get closer to God. They think works, rituals and impressing people eventually impresses God.\
God wants our hearts. He wants a relationship which means HIS word becomes the focus not trying to impress HIM with religious rituals.

Two things bring you closer to God, first is the study of HIS word…a serious relationship with the mind of Christ and second is building up your faith in HIM!

/Psa 19:7 The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. 8 The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.\
The precepts and law of God’s word for the Church age Bel is what it was for the OT Bels – HIS words, HIS doctrines.

When we begin to accept that viewpoint and that is our counsel in life we see a light in front of us and that guides us, in time it will develop a stronger faith. 

/Heb 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.\
God the HS will guide where to go and what to do as you grow spiritually, that is when fruit develops in your life and the things you say and do have spiritual strength in them…not works of the flesh.

You do not even know where God wants you to be or what He wants you to do until you get into an intimate relationship with TLJC.

/Psa 106:24 Then they despised the pleasant land; They did not believe in His word,
Rom 10:14 How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher?\

You have to submit yourself to truth and in doing so, digest it and fully accept it or it is useless. 

If you are looking at the exterior of a person and in any given moment you make a judgement about their spirituality, it is foolishness.
You have no idea what they are thinking if they are even born again or not…what circumstances led to where they are at.

This is why we see TLJC calls out the legalistic Jewish leaders;
/Mat 15:3 — Jesus answers a question with a question. “Why do you also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition?” We have here doctrine versus tradition. In tradition, we have something good or healthy, except that it is not spirituality.\
Whereas BD learned & applied becomes spirituality. 

Remember something, I was taught by my mentor at Robert McLaughlin Bible Ministries – if the Unbel can do it – it’s not spiritual.

The Unbel can quit smoking and drinking, the Unbel can act moral or make a donation to charity and the Unbel can wash their hands before eating.

Catch my drift folks? 
Jesus therefore says that this is not an issue. Whether the disciples wash their hands or not is not an issue in spirituality. 
TLJC is going to give them a solid illustration of what they are trying to say, and He is turning it against them.

As I taught you last lesson - They have something in their tradition called the corbon (korban), and He is going to show them the korban versus in the fifth commandment.
There are a few ways to spell it in the English translation but it was a term for a sacrifice or gift. 
/Exo 20:12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the LORD your God gives you.\
They love tradition, rituals and throwing the teaching of Moses up in others faces as a symbol of their great intellect and their own spirituality, now Jesus is feeding them their own medicine.

TLJC knows HIS Bible pretty well…HE should, its HIS MIND!
 The 5th commandment has to do with divine institution number three, the family. 
If you are going to have a long-life span here is one of the issues which determines it. 

/The word “honor” has a number of concepts. In the Hebrew here it refers to the principle of obedience to the authority in the home, the mother and the father. This commandment is designed to continue even as we reach adulthood. Though primarily it means growing up under the family roof.\

But we do not begin disrespecting our parents once we move out, in fact the Bible points out that the Christian should be willing to honour and help their parents out later in life.

Now TLJC uses this concept of BD concerning the 5th commandment to remind the legalistic crowd about a tactic they incorporated into temple worship.
This is not the Mishna, though some scholars say it came from the writing of the Mishna it is simply a Hebrew tradition or term.

/ Korban (Corban) is a tradition, a tradition connected with giving. It began with the tradition of sacrificial animals and that is where the term is derived. It became a giving gimmick because it also held the meaning of a gift, something given to another. Apparently, the synagogues were having trouble raising money and they thought of korban becoming a regular part of the temple tradition.\

Mat 15:3 — “But He answered and said to them, Why do you (plural),” now Jesus puts it right back on top of them, “also transgress the commandments of God by your tradition?” 
/TLJC is saying – yeah, let’s look into scripture accurately, let’s see how your traditions and rituals line up with accurate scripture.
They were focused on dirty hands, now the Lord will point out the real dirty hands.\

The commandment refers to the doctrine of the Word of God, in this case Exo 20:12. The religious traditions of the Pharisees are legalistic and therefore are contrary to the principle of grace. Washing the hands before meals is a good thing but to make it a part of spirituality is a bad thing and it becomes legalism. 
In other words, you are doing something to become spiritual, you are washing your hands. 

/A good thing is taken out of its context and it becomes legalism when it is brought into the realm of spirituality. Jesus is going to show them that they are the ones with dirty hands, which is really exposing the corrupt OSN. He says, “by your tradition,” their own efforts & works programs.\

Literally it is like saying, “because of the existence of your tradition” you are in violation of the Word of God.
You will find almost all works programs and man’s effort to create religion, they counterfeit or take what God gave us and showed us and twist it into something that creates creature credit.
REPEAT

TLJC use HIS word and puts man’s traditions and man’s works alongside HIS word and it all falls apart…the truth outshines the lie as it always does.
           
/Religion, man-made systems, human effort always substitutes tradition and a program for the truth. They emphasised their tradition and their program while the Word of God always emphasises grace & truth.\ 

TLJC puts the fifth commandment right out there which they can’t dispute — “For God commanded,” - “Honour your father and mother.” And Jesus now gives the meaning of the second part of that commandment. 

The Greek word “honour” means not only to obey, but it also means to have respect for authority – timaō
 (TIM-OT-OH) to treat as precious or something of great value, hold it up in honor; 

/Mat 15:4 For God said, ‘HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER,’ and, ‘HE WHO SPEAKS EVIL OF FATHER OR MOTHER IS TO BE PUT TO DEATH.’
This is in the Greek present tense – keep on doing so!\
to honour on the basis of respect for authority rather than on the basis of personal love. 
You keep showing respect and honour for your parents, this is the way God looks at it. There is a divine discipline for Bels or even Unbels who reject parental authority, it means they are going to die young; “to be put death” is a very serious statement. 

It is tough and it is meant to be that way because the only thing that holds a nation together is respect for authority. Divine institution number three when it crumbles in a society, that society is headed for great misery and discipline. 
REPEAT
Stability in family life leads to stability in national life, instability in family life leads to instability in national life.

/Mat 15:5 But you say, ‘Whoever says to his father or mother, “Whatever I have that would help you has been given (dōron) to God,”
Meaning a gift, similar to korban used for one of the Hebrew words for a sacrifice.\    DUR-ON
The Hebrew word refers to a sacrifice or a gift which was brought to the altar. It was used for the Levitical sacrifices.


/Mat 15:6 he is not to honor his father or his mother.’ And by this you invalidated the word of God for the sake of your tradition.
It became a scheme to get gifts, payment and property without taxes.\
Remember something taxes have been around since the ancient world, they are always needed to pay governing bodies or military costs, except they have been manipulated and used for greed over the years.
This word was taken out of its context by the Jewish leaders and given a broader religious meaning over the years.

When they wanted to raise money the way to do it was to get a person to leave his money to the synagogue or to the temple, and in order to do that what you do is pronounce all of your estate Korban. 

/When they claimed an estate or payment is Korban, gifted or sacrificed toward God & the temple, it meant that it went into a fund or account in the temple, but in the meantime you can use it, you can spend it, and you do not have to pay taxes on it. This was another avenue of wealth for the Scribes & Pharisees. \
So here was a way of avoiding income tax and keeping money or property attached to the temple. 
Also no one outside the realm of the Pharisees and Scribes would touch it or use it. 
And that is the way it was used and that is the principle that is involved here.

It was a scam.
The child who is now an adult says: “I am sorry, I can’t give you any of my money, my estate is Korban.”  Everything I own belongs to the temple and is in a sacred trust not to be used elsewhere.
But he can spend it any way he wants to, he can live it up, but he doesn’t have to give his parents or siblings a cent because everything he has by way of money or property belongs to the temple, it is Korban. 

They did it in the name of tradition; they did it in the name of God and spirituality. 
This violates the fifth commandment. And Jesus points out that the traditions actually violate Bible doctrine. 
/Rather than criticising these disciples for not washing their hands before meals they had better take a look in the mirror. They claimed tradition was salvation and spirituality when in reality tradition was in violation to salvation and spirituality.\
Listen the temple workers and teachers and scribes needed a pay check and they had one established. 
But they also garnered wealth by receiving payments toward the temple as a form of worship, property and other items of value were given to them as sacrifice for sins.
Let us prepare for the Lord’s supper.
You can turn to 1 Corinthians chapter 11 for the traditional Lord’s supper message if you like.

Today much like what TLJC was dealing with back then in our study of Matthew chapter 15, we see the issue of works for salvation and rituals for spirituality.

When the truth of the gospel is that Christ does not want all that nonsense, He wants our love and attention.

He did all the work, HE laid out the protocol plan and walked it for us.
When you have a true love relationship with someone, do you feel the need to constantly work hard or you will lose that relationship?
If so that relationship has no strength or really any love at its core.

A true, love relationship is about getting to know the other person, spending time and acknowledging who they are.
True love means forgiveness and grace flow freely because you know it is reciprocated. Not only that it doesn’t matter about who owes what or who had a bad day last week.

True love doesn’t keep score it seeks to increase in value & momentum therefore it is focused on the future more so than the past.
True love focuses on the other person over self and wants a bond of closeness to develop so you both know the other persons weakness, strength…likes and dislikes…silly quirks and stubborn areas.

The union is permanent and therefore it takes priority over any other relationship, why would you want to sabotage your future that just ensures misery.
You see RF, that is what TLJC wants.
He will work within your life to bring you closer to HIM…a likeness of Him.
Because all relationships are made up of two different people, yet they end up with similarities and a bond that makes them interconnected. Uniquely different yet in union with one another. That is what HE wants from us.
As I read last Lord Supper from Heb 12:2 it fits here as well;
Heb 12:2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
He loves us even beyond what we understand as a love relationship…so much so that if just one person went astray and needed salvation, TLJC would gladly go to that Cross for just the one.

We are the joy set before HIM, that He endured suffering, pain & shame. How do you not want a love relationship with HIM?
And so I read from the Apostle Paul;
1Cor 11:23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread;
1Co 11:24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.”
In remembrance of the our Lord let us eat the bread.

1Co 11:25 In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
Let us drink the cup in remembrance to our Lord.
1Co 11:26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.

Let us pray.


