James #121
Depart from me those who practice unrighteousness.

Open back up where we left off in Matthew chapter 7 RF.
Toward the end of this message, we will be looking at the end of year expenses. This is the transparency I offer every year as I begin to gather my tax documents and add everything up.

As we go back into Matthew 7 we note that this is early in the earthly ministry of The Lord Jesus Christ. 
Starting with the Beatitudes in chapter five, we see Jesus Christ highlights the importance of the Law and commands. 
Yet HIS emphasis is on the spiritual and that the external actions of religion mean nothing – because the inner soul is where GOD views us.
Christ tells them I came to fulfill the LAW not abolish it – that nothing in the word of GOD will pass away without coming to its fruition. In fact, HE begins to cover many aspects of the LAW right into chapter 7, because this reflects the perfection of who HE is.
                         REPEAT
This is not a religious application but a spiritual lifestyle. 
Only Jesus Christ can walk the perfection of HIS own laws and commands therefore we are called into an intimate union with HIM.  

This Sermon on the Mount began with 12 Apostles and ended with a large crowd who had heard the gospel of Jesus Christ…the way is narrow…it is faith alone in Christ alone. 
No other way to heaven…and as it is noted in Mat 7:24 and into verse 26 it is available and an open invitation for EVERYONE!
There is a surrender of our free will over to God’s will and over to the mind of Christ that must happen.
HE is the way, the truth and the life – that is the key to the message.

TLJC begins to speak out against the religious crowd and the false teachers in verse 15.
/The Bel is led astray by false doctrine & counterfeit systems of Christianity. The cosmic system is saturated with satanic teachers, demonic doctrines that fall under this category. Some are large organizations, highly respected and many are VERY close to the original (Bible). This is why we are to examine and test the teaching (1Jhn 4:1).\
This is why our LORD was telling them not to judge others but evaluate the fruit.

Those who preach another gospel and teach another Christ can be very subtle. It takes mature discernment to recognize the counterfeits and deceptions.
Jesus Christ was telling them our lifestyles and the words we speak aligning with our actions, that this will display who we are eventually. 
Jesus was condemning the religious lies and false teachers. Because this would be a growing problem into the CA we live in today!
/2Pet 2:1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.

2Cor 11:14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.\

This is why TLJC makes this difficult… yet very true statement, pick it up in verse 21;
Mat 7:21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.

The will and desire of the God the Father is not complicated;
/Jhn 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, so that every-  one who believes in Him will not perish, but have eternal life.
                                  (2Pet 3:9-18)

Mat 7:13 Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it.\
Jesus already told them the desire and will of GOD in verse 13.
First and foremost, God wants fallen mankind to believe upon HIS precious SON for eternal life. 
Secondary is to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ (2Pet 3:18 & 1Jhn 3:23).
Not grow in religious nonsense… but grow into an intimate relationship with Christ.
Mat 7:22 “Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’

Miracles, tongues…healings and prophecy are gifts given by GOD for a specific purpose and time period, yet Satan as his own counterfeits in this realm as well.
                            REPEAT
/Mat 7:23 “And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’ (Psa 6:8)

To practice lawlessness speaks to unrighteousness – that means lacking the righteousness of Jesus Christ – Unbeliever. There is only one true righteousness, it is found IN Christ! \
In Psa 6:8 it uses the Hebrew noun 'āven (AH-VON) meaning wickedness and unrighteousness. 
To practice is a lifestyle.

/The Bel who has reached an age of accountability has no excuse when they get wrapped up in these types of false systems and pseudo spiritual nonsense. It is a sign of apathy and callousness toward our Lord when the Bel remains in these satanic systems. We are called into a relationship – the call began in the GARDEN. That call carries right into the Millennial reign of Christ, when the Mosaic Law is opened back up and perfection on earth is offered as in the garden. Yet in the end, rebellion occurs again! \ 
After salvation God allows us some room to fumble around and find the truth.
Yet sooner or later, after He puts it in front of you…you become responsible. 
 
/We are never to become fervent fruit inspectors but we are called to evaluate, test and make judgement calls concerning our spiritual walk and the truth in general. Ultimately we are responsible for what we believe, what we learn and then what we apply. Examine carefully what you are learning, do the same for those people in your inner circle of family and friends.\ 
Those who you allow close to you can have a profound effect on your life.
So, you better evaluate what they believe and what type of lifestyle they live. Prov 13:20 tells us, walking with fools leads to destruction.
/The soul is like a tree where the fruit will grow and come forth, good or bad. Good (divine) fruit can only come out of a tree rooted in the Holy Spirit with BD continually watering those roots. It is a process that takes responsibility from the Bel who puts faith in the word and surrenders themselves to the plan of God. The Bel has to have that positive attitude toward the word of God and a love relationship with TLJC.\
You can never walk in the flesh and fulfill the calling of God for your life.
You have to make consistent and conscious decisions, to surrender yourself to the truth of scripture.

I think we will be diving into a deep series on our free will and the issue of personal surrender very soon.
/Organizations and Christian leaders can use words & actions that appear to line up with scripture, yet if they lack the depth of understanding the Cross of Christ to its fullest (salvation, grace, eternal security, person & work of Christ, Hypostatic Union, etc.) they will produce bad fruit. The whole of the bible is the mind of Christ, written for our benefit (Rom 15:4, 1Cor 10:11, 2Tim 3:16-17). Understanding the age, we live in and what we are called to walk in matters!\

They need to be focused on TLJC and everything He accomplished and what He will return to establish.
The filling power of the HS…the Believer priesthood and Royal family, the fulfillment of the all laws, commands and prophecy. So many pertinent doctrines wrapped up in the person and work of Jesus Christ.
                           REPEAT
/Mat 7:24 “Therefore, everyone who hears (akouō) these words of Mine, and acts on (poieō) them, will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock.

Those who truly perceive the mind of Christ (starting with the gospel), then apply continually (pres, act, ind), building the house (soul) on the ROCK!\
AH-COO-OH – means to give an audience and pay attention to a teacher, or to hear a lesson, to gather information. 
POY-AA-OH, this verb means to work and put forth an effort, to be committed – the present tense, we keep giving these words attention, effort and commitment.
It is part of the root word from the word DOER (POY-AH-TACE) we looked at in James chapter one.
Active voice, those who hear the word are responsible.              REPEAT
Indictive mood, a dogmatic statement of fact, these Bels will have a secure soul structure built on CHRIST.
It is not built on works programs or religious rituals – it is built on TLJC.
/Psa 18:2 The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my savior, My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge; My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
(Psa 62:2, Isa 28:16, Psa 18:31, Psa 31:3, Psa 95:1, 2Sam 22:47)
Deu 32:4 “The Rock! His work is perfect, For all His ways are just; A God of faithfulness and without injustice, Righteous and just is He.\
Even Jesus referred to HIMSELF as the ROCK in Matthew 16 – He told the apostles this church is being built upon ME the only true ROCK!
/Rom 9:33 just as it is written: “BEHOLD, I AM LAYING IN ZION A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE, AND THE ONE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE PUT TO SHAME.”
                (1Pet 2:6, Mat 16:18)
1Cor 10:4 and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ.\
Everything is Christ dependent as I always tell you.
The whole OT painted a portrait of the coming person and work of Jesus Christ.
Truthfully, the whole of the Bible – the NT and OT, is a perfect picture of TLJC, it is HIS essence and HIS mind.

Mat 7:25 “And the rain fell and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock.
The rock is singular… everything and everyone else will eventually fall to the power and glory of the ROCK -TLJC!

/Mat 7:26 “And everyone who hears these words of Mine, and does not act on them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand.

Jam 1: 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; 24 for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was.\
This is exactly what Pastor James was teaching in our anchor study of the book of James.

Mat 7:27 “And the rain fell and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and it fell—and its collapse was great.”
In the end, the judgment for the Unbel will be catastrophic – it is everlasting misery in the Lake of Fire – separated from GOD forever. 
Now would be a good time to take a moment and believe upon the LORD Jesus Christ.
There is only one foundation and one ROCK to build upon and that is The Lord Jesus Christ.
/Mat 7:28 When Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were amazed at His teaching;

Judas Iscariot was unchanged by the salvation message. In fact, many of the people who gathered were amazed, yet there was little evidence of salvation from this historic event.\  
As is the case, many simply hear the word and then walk away unchanged by the truth of Jesus Christ.
Its that time of year where I gather my tax documents and so when doing this, I give you folks an overview of the budget for the ministry.

Ministry vehicle purchased March 2023 (2021 Chry 300);
State tax……………………………………$47.10
Monthly pay ($495.46)……....$5, 945.52
Car ins ($154.45)……………..$1, 081.15
MOPAR warranty ext…………$1,278.48
Repairs, oil changes…………..$582.88
Gas ……………………………………$480.00
Tolls & parking…………….….…$271.85
Triple AAA………………………….$98.00
Legal fees and renewals;
Legal & counsel…………………..$355.00
Business renewals & docs.……$185.00

Website and marketing;
GoDaddy & marketing……...$850.75

PO BOX and mailing;
Box renewal mailing/stamps...$1,229.32

Books & Publications;
(new) TITUS book………………$3,213.98
Evangelist new book………….$1,838.25
Extra copies of my books……$705.00

Office supplies and equipment;
Professional help (compt) ……….$950.00
Paper and common supplies….$890.28
Computer/lighting supplies….$518.10
Internet/cable…………………….$2,455.99
New checks (bank fees)…….…$101.45
Monthly cell bill ($140.38)….$1,684.56

Clothing & dry cleaning;
New purchase shoes/clothing...$457.94
Dry cleaning………………………….$208.72


Medical expenses;
Liberty health share (Ins)……$3,634.00
Out of pocket medical……….$1,697.86
Hearing aids (maint)…….…….$550.17
Meds & holistic medical supplement/vitamins………..$930.70
Dental…………………..………$448.50

Travel – hotel/rental car; (personal)
Hotel bills……….……………$2,808.62
Rental car & parking………$2,288.90
Flights………………………….$3,756.89
PROPERTY TAX AND WORK;
Backyard tree/stumps……$1,600.00
Deposit on NEW addition…$1,250.00
Marion county taxes……….$3,848.22
Landscape & brush removal….$448.00
Waste pick-up garbage ....…….$204.00
Water bill…………………………..$175.00
Pest control (FOX pest)…….$622.00
ADT security……………..…$668.00
Electric bill………………………$1,988.00
Phone line/cell phones.…...$ 1,455.98
Home owner insurance …….$1,176.00
Home repair/supplies (prep for new addition on back)…………..$5,684.33
Coverage for washing machine and dryer…………………………………$276.94

NEW ADDITION BEING ADDED ONTO HOME – more personal & work space as well as storage. Work planning began in September and permits began in November– currently still in progress.  

Donations to non-profits and charity;
All donations……………………$3,655.00
Child Fund                                                     Tunnel to Towers
Robert McLaughlin Bible Ministry              Sheriff FLA
Operation Bible Drop                                    Judicial Watch
American legion                                             VFW
Paralyzed vets                                                 Wounded Warrior
Blue Letter Bible                                             Homeless shelter

Keep in mind I do not list all my personal expenses and only try to show what the ministry has spent. 



