Mat # 55
MESSAGE ON JOEL!!!!!

The power of prayer
Turn to 2Cor chapter 12.
Understanding what you are praying for and what your role is inside the plan of God is imperative!

The power we have in prayer increases when our relationship with God has increased…also when we understand our own surroundings and what it is we are praying for.

Let me give you a few examples of what I am trying to teach you concerning effective prayer. 
If two people are getting divorced you can pray that they reconcile or that they find peace between themselves.

But you should have enough doctrine to realize that free will is involved and that if one or both parties are not having a serious relationship with God this reconciliation is probably not going to work out.

You don’t immediately give up the prayer, but by the same token realize that it is easier for God to part the Red Seas than it is for God to reconcile two people with free will’s and even more difficult if one or both people have no serious relationship with Him.  REPEAT!!

The other example I will give is the issue of physical illness brought on by old age or perhaps lifestyle choices that were extremely detrimental to a person’s health and now that person is facing long term pain or death.

Both of these examples…the divorce and the illness due to old age or poor lifestyle choices demand prayer that is repetitive but limited.

By that I mean you as the praying Bel realize God will work miracles and that He can do anything at any given moment of time…
but you also fully understand that life is filled with choices and consequences for those choices and that we are limited with how far our fragile bodies and bad choices will carry us.

In those cases you pray repetitive prayers for health or reconciliation but you realize that at some point your prayer needs to turn toward the family and other aspects connected to those people either facing divorce or illness.
ELABORATE

Again you need to realize when the time comes to hand it over to God and allow God’s plan to finish its course.

Let’s look at 2Cor chapter 12…before we close I will cover more principles to help you with these types of prayers. 

2Cor 12:1 Boasting is necessary, though it is not profitable; but I will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord. 2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not know, or out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a man was caught up to the third heaven.
2Cor 12:3 And I know how such a man—whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, God knows—
4 was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not permitted to speak.
2Cor 12:5 On behalf of such a man I will boast; but on my own behalf I will not boast, except in regard to my weaknesses. 6 For if I do wish to boast I will not be foolish, for I will be speaking the truth; but I refrain from this, so that no one will credit me with more than he sees in me or hears from me.
2Cor 12:7 Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me—to keep me from exalting myself! 
/2Cor 12:8 Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might leave me.
Parakaleō- implored, prayed, seek guidance, beg or seek in desperation. \
The Greek verb PAR-OH-CA-LAY-OH is in the aorist tense, which suggest desperation and he had an intense prayer.
This Greek word is a version of the Greek word we know for the helper term for the HS….because it means to have someone come along side to help us.
2Cor 12:9 And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.” Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. 10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.

Paul suddenly accepts the answer to prayer after 3 attempts. Now they could have been three days of serious prayer or 3 hours or simply 3 back to back prayers.
Most scholars agree Paul did not get a direct answer from God in that moment but it appears the silence from God gave Paul time to think about the doctrine he already had in his soul….God’s grace is sufficient for us! 
The Apostle Paul remembered who and what TLJC really is…he recalled the Lord’s own suffering and in verse 10 the doctrine comes to fruition in his thought process-
‘Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.’
/Understanding your position in Christ and the battle we face from cosmic forces help the Bel to relax and discern what is happening around them. This in turn helps the Bel to live in faith, rest & apply what they already have learned.\

This is why any Pastor-teacher worth their salt…will preach the word accurately and stress to his congregation that spiritual maturity is our goal.

Music ministries, fellowship groups & fluffy feel good messages from the pulpit do not sustain a Bel when the YOU KNOW WHAT HITS THE FAN!

/There is great power in prayer, done with accuracy and guidance from the Holy Spirit. Part of our prayer life is to understand when and how prayer is to be applied. Otherwise we may fall into the OSN and become frustrated with God.\

I talked about this last lesson and I want to cap it off today with a few principles.

Your prayer life is between you and God all I can tell you about it, is what is written in scripture and how prayer was used by Biblical hero’s in the past.
/When someone is struggling with difficulties- poor health, financial stress or personal disaster we should continually pray for them. Repetitive requests for a divine purpose under the right circumstances is part of our spiritual calling.\

This is not condoning repetitive words over and over and chanting and crying out the same phrase each and every day.

This is a spirit of kindness and compassion for others that we tap into and speak to God about our concerns for a person or a certain circumstance.
/Prayer is conversation and in conversation with a loved one, especially our Father it should be from the heart and not a rehearsed or repetitive script.\
Turn to Luke chapter 18 with me.

We should have confidence and compassion and speak to God as a son or daughter speaks to their Father. 

/Heb 4:16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.\
Understand who you are in Christ…understand what is happening in the plan of God….think about what you pray for & who you are praying for.

It all has great meaning and it can make a difference in how long you pray for something or someone.
Luk 18:1 Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to lose heart, 2 saying, “In a certain city there was a judge who did not fear God and did not respect man.
Luk 18:3 “There was a widow in that city, and she kept coming to him, saying, ‘Give me legal protection from my opponent.’4 “For a while he was unwilling; but afterward he said to himself, ‘Even though I do not fear God nor respect man, 5 yet because this widow bothers me, I will give her legal protection, otherwise by continually coming she will wear me out.’”
/Luk 18:6 And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge said; 7 now, will not God bring about justice for His elect who cry to Him day and night, and will He delay long over them?\
8 “I tell you that He will bring about justice for them quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth?”
Think about this situation….it is an unfair, Unbel judge who was dealing with a Godly woman who was in the right, she was being treated unfairly!

She had enough BD in her soul to realize this was a situation she needed to pursue and continue to pursue.
The lesson is if a godly, righteous woman can persistently go to an ungodly Judge in the natural realm and finally get support…how much easier would it be for a Godly, righteous Bel to approach God with requests in prayer and receive an answer. 
Think about when Peter was locked up and facing certain death in Acts chapter 12.
/Act 12:5 So Peter was kept in the prison, but prayer for him was being made fervently by the church to God.\

This fervent prayer means repetitive requests by several Bels all focused on Peter’s safety. This is repetitive prayer for the right reasons.

/Act 12:7 And behold, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared and a light shone in the cell; and he struck Peter’s side and woke him up, saying, “Get up quickly.” And his chains fell off his hands.\
Had Peter been locked up for 6 months it would have been the right thing to do to continue prayer for his safety or release every day over and over…because it was in the plan of God.
It was the right circumstance.
/The power of prevailing prayer is seen in Acts 12. It was the right circumstance and fell directly inside the plan of God and it was prayer being promoted by Bel’s with intimate ties to Christ.\ 
Jump to Romans chapter 10 quickly.

Many people want to pray Unbel’s into salvation and it doesn’t work that easy but it is a good thought and if the motivation is pure God will recognize it.
                       
Rom 10:1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and my prayer to God for them is for their salvation.
/Rom 10:2 For I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with knowledge.\
3 For not knowing about God’s righteousness and seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God.

Notice the problem….lack of knowledge.

Pray that their heart be open for His word, that they hear the voice of the HS…just realize they may have to hit rock bottom before they come to believe in TLJC! 
When God answers prayers for us don’t be surprised by how He answers that prayer…it may not be exactly what we had in mind.

/Prayer doesn’t always have to be for those we know intimately. The prayer for the unknown Bel is seen in Paul’s teaching Col 1:3-11. \
Prayer for those Bel’s we know is seen in Eph chapter one.
Prayer for the known believer and those we have in our circle of family, friends & fellowship groups is important as well.
/  Ephesians 1:15 For this reason I too, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists among you and your love for all the saints,16  do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers;\

That type of continually prayer is natural. It is not repetitive to add the same group of people in your regular prayers…that’s part of our Christian calling.
So let’s close out with some basic principles.
/Prayer is unique and it is between the Bel & God. Those who grow in spiritual maturity and understand Biblical principles and protocol have greater power in their prayer life.\

/Understanding how you pray, what you are praying for and how exactly your prayer life fits into the plan of God and if it lines up with the will of God can make a great deal of difference.\

/God’s silence after we pray is not always a ‘NO’…it may mean to wait on His timing and our own growth. It also may be a calling for us to continue in that line of prayer for a longer period.\
Again without a consistent relationship with God and His word you will never know the answer to that!

/Prayer is a privilege not a mechanical habit. It is communication, trust, faith and worship if it is done properly. It builds spiritual strength and gives us guidance in the devil’s world.\
The reason we are told to diligently seek the Lord and continually have a heart after God is for our own good…our own spiritual growth.

/When you truly love someone you seek them out, you talk openly to them and respect them. You share thoughts and desires and in turn you want to fulfill their desires and know their thoughts. Prayer accomplishes much of this in a Bel’s life.\
[bookmark: _GoBack]I would say that a serious Bible study and then attempting to apply His word to your life accomplishes the rest of that love relationship. 
Prayer is part of your intimate relationship with God.
