2Thess #48
The restraining ministry of God the Holy Spirit.

Let us pick it back up in 2Thessalonians chapter two RF.
Please keep our brother Jeremy’s father in prayer he recently had a heart attack.
Jeremy’s father name is Carl.
Also there have been a excessive amount of shootings and assaults going on in cities and towns in America and it is not all random believe me. 
Let us keep those victims and families in prayer as well.
2Thess 2:3 No one is to deceive you in any way! For it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,
2Th 2:4 who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.
The build-up of the beast system and early into the 7 years of tribulation there will be repeated, subtle narratives pushing away from the truth of Jesus Christ. It will build stronger as we are seeing right now in recent years.
One of the avenues I believe the agents of Satan will capitalize on, will be lost books, lost scrolls that were never approved in the bible and they will push a new narrative about the person and work of TLJC. 
It is designed to first and foremost make the population begin to question the accuracy of scriptures.
The second part of that Luciferian plan, is to open the doors wide that our Christian Bible and the person of Jesus Christ was much more liberal and open for all kinds of lifestyles of sin and debauchery.  
                       REPEAT
2Th 2:5 Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you these things?
Just as the Apostle Paul warned these Bels who were slipping backward into false teaching – I’m trying to prepare you for what is about to hit us from many angles. 
/2Th 2:6 And you know what restrains him now, so that he will be revealed in his time.\
The original language does not use a term like WHAT – it is more of a who or a certain one or a certain force. 
The Greek article used is -HA, meaning a certain one or a certain force. 
The scripture itself is set up in the Greek present tense - the restraining is a continued form of holding back that has been going on. 
2Th 2:7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is removed.

/While the Church Age is the intensified stage of the angelic conflict there is a specific restraint upon Satan. Satan has to stay within the rules which God has ordained, and one of those rules is that there will be no man of sin until the Age of Israel is resumed. The Church Age is the interruption of the Age of Israel.  The Holy Spirit keeps in check, restrains, the rise of the man of sin until the body of Christ is removed from the earth.
                                     Col. R.B. Thieme Jr. \

The fact is God the HS is present in such a fashion not only in the world right now, but because the remnant of positive Bels who are utilizing the filling power of the HS, there is a restraining force that does not allow the full satanic overthrow of mankind.

This was established along with several ground rules in eternity past that Satan was given by GOD. 
For lack of a better term - there was a divine rule book given to Satan and the fallen angels prior to the creation of mankind. 
You get a clear sense of it from the first book penned in the original bible which was JOB.
Today we will do a quick overview of God the HS and HIS ministries.
Within salvation GOD the Holy Spirit has a seven-fold ministry.
/ 1. The doctrine of efficacious grace starts out with the gospel being presented to those who are in spiritual death (common grace). God the HS is always active in and around the world calling and presenting the gospel to Unbels. In one moment of a positive thought toward Jesus Christ as the savior of the world, efficacious grace working with common grace makes the gospel understandable because it is spiritual phenomena which is beyond human ability.\
A spiritually dead person is given spiritual information because they realized they needed a savior and Christ became their target. 
The HS acts as a human spirit in that moment and brings that spiritually dead person into the light of TLJC.

Nothing we do to earn or deserve this grace gift. God the HS was tracking you and calling you as an Unbel. 
It is all the work of God the HS in a moment of time and it is all dependent upon the completed work of The Lord Jesus Christ. You were dying and you had a last breath directed at TLJC and God the HS did the CPR to bring you into union with Christ.
                          REPEAT
The second ministry of the seven-fold ministry of GOD the HS in salvation;
/2. Regeneration – God the HS created a unique spirit just for you, it is the true you, created by Christ’s righteousness;
Titus 3:5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we did in righteousness, but in accordance with His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He richly poured out upon us through Jesus Christ our Savior,     (1Peter 1:23)  \
This is a new birth – this is being born again in the image of Christ.

Each of these happens at a split second of time during your positive decision to turn to Christ.
/3. The baptism of the Holy Spirit – you entered into an intimate, eternal union with Christ. This is very unique, it never occurred before and it will never occur again after the Rapture. You were immediately identified with Christ, death, burial, resurrection, ascension and session. \
Eph 4:5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
The baptism of God the HS at the moment of faith alone in Christ alone, is the only baptism that matters. Any other baptism is usually misunderstood or simply a ritual that was attached to the early formation of the church. 

/4. The indwelling of the Spirit- this is also unique of the Church-age dispensation, never occurring before or after the Rapture. A temple is erected within the soul at salvation – a sanctuary for the Trinity.
1Cor 3:16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 17 If anyone destroys the temple of God, God will destroy that person; for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.
                                          (2Cor 6:16)  \
Realize this RF this also speaks to eternal security. If anyone destroys you  - they answer to GOD!
This is a supernatural tabernacle resurrected in your soul structure that no one can remove.
/5. The filling power of God the HS – Indwelling and filling power are two distinct grace gifts. The filling power enables the new nature (Christ nature) to open up. It is used in relation to temporal because we fluctuate in and out of fellowship. Your condition and position differ.
Eph 5:18 And do not get drunk with wine, in which there is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit,\

Being filled by the HS is a choice. It is the first step of the two power options – being filled by the Spirit absorbing the word of GOD is step two. Allowing that word to circulate and wash over you habitually. 
/6. The HS designates spiritual gifts –
It is the Holy Spirit who awakens in every Bel the callings for ministries and gifts as they mature.
Eph 4:7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. \

The gifts, callings and ministries were set in place in eternity past, it depends upon levels of maturity and capacity as to whether you receive them or not.
/7. The sealing ministry of the Spirit –
This is also part of your eternal security, you were sealed by a divine power beyond human comprehension. 
Eph 4:30 Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. \

You were redeemed from the slave market of sin on the day of your salvation. That redemption is seen in full on the day you are face to face with the LORD.

Every time we sin we begin the process of grieving the HS. 
The longer we hesitate to adjust to the justice of God, the deeper the grieving is from the Spirit. It actually begins a process of anxiety, doubt, guilt and MA sins that starts the development of chain sinning and pushing us further from God.
                      REPEAT
/God the HS has the seven-fold ministry of salvation. Also, the bulk of the work in the Church Age is the SPIRIT working within the church. After the work upon the CROSS, God the HS took over His portion of the grace plan of God the Father for this dispensation. The SPIRIT is the most active and crucial member of the Trinity after the death, burial, resurrection, ascension and session of Christ. \
The misconception sometimes is that the HS is this vague supernatural being, that is much different than God the Father or God the SON. 

The TRINITY is equal on ever level of power, and nature or essence.
/2Cor 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

God the HS is GOD – the Trinity is co-equal in power, nature and authority.\

Within the OT scriptures or NT - GOD the HS has never been anything but GOD.

/Isa 6:8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I. Send me!”

Several times in Scripture the use of the term – LORD is referenced for God the HS. (Jer 31:31-34, Act 28:25, Heb 10:15)\
From the beginning of time GOD the HS has been actively working in this world.
HE was and always will be the same GOD who created everything. 
/Gen 1:2 And the earth was a formless and desolate emptiness, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the waters.

God the HS has the full authority and power of the Triune GOD.\

Therefore, the portion of the Church age we are in now was designated to HIS power and authority and Satan and his army realize this as well.

/God the HS has HIS designated portion of the Father’s plan just Jesus Christ the SON and God the Father. Each have been instrumental in creation of everything and everyone and also the completion of the full plan of GOD. Which culminates at the Great White Throne Judgment. The restraining ministry of God the HS is now actively holding back full satanic forces from having their final run.\

/Believers in time, more specifically those who are alive before the Rapture. Are responsible to become positive members of a remnant or a pivot which work under the authority of the Spirit.  We are given the privilege of assisting the restraining process. Your life as a positive Bel who lives Christian principles in a bold fashion, matters! \

 
