Mat 214
Accept your fellowship with the Lord, His grace will abundantly supply all your needs.

Keep families in prayer across Louisiana and Texas.
Keep law enforcement in prayer as they seem to fall under deeper assaults and criticism each and every week.
The signs & symbols of a nation going under divine discipline revolve around disrespect for authority.
Whether it is at home with the children against parents, or on the streets with civilians against law enforcement.
The collapse of the Christian marriage, the lack of real Bible Doctrine being taught throughout the land.
Corruption in government… I could go on - but I can tell you all those signs happening habitually for a period of time bring on national discipline. 

Let us get right into this today in Matt chapter 15 verse 33;

Mat 15:33 The disciples said to Him, “Where would we get so many loaves in this desolate place to satisfy such a large crowd?”
Mat 15:34 And Jesus said to them, “How many loaves do you have?” And they said, “Seven, and a few small fish.”
Mat 15:35 And He directed the people to sit down on the ground;
/Mat 15:36 and He took the seven loaves and the fish; and giving thanks, He broke them and started giving them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people.\
Mat 15:37 And they all ate and were satisfied, and they picked up what was left over of the broken pieces, seven large baskets full.
Mat 15:38 And those who ate were four thousand men, besides women and children.
Mat 15:39 And sending away the crowds, Jesus got into the boat and came to the region of Magadan.

In verse 35 & 36 we see TLJC take control and even though the disciples are still fumbling with their faith in HIM, Jesus does not spend anytime admonishing them - He focuses on the need of HIS people. 
We can note Biblical numerology here because it really points to the power & grace of God in this historically setting.
The number 7 is representative of the perfect, completed work of God and points us to rest in HIS finished work.

When we sit and allow fellowship with TLJC to take center stage in our lives, He will show His power and grace to us in abundance. 

[bookmark: _Hlk49594867]/Mat 15:32 – 36 we see the number 3 (days) and 7 (loaves) which have great value inside the plan of God. Three represents the Trinity, which is always at work in the healing & saving of a lost and dying world. Seven speaks to perfection and completion, which leads us to rest in the finished work of the Lord.\
The real lesson in this is that these new converts – Gentile Bels, stayed 3 days and were seeking a relationship with the Lord after salvation, after the miracles were done they remained steadfast.

Because they did, the Lord can now give them an abundant meal and more fellowship with HIM.
HE is the one doing the work and taking care of the needs.
They have learned to accept their fellowship with Christ and now rest in HIS word and HIS work.
/Psa 136:23 Who remembered us in our low estate, For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 24 And has rescued us from our adversaries, For His lovingkindness is everlasting;\
The Lord wants that intimacy with you but you have to allow HIM to be the center.
Turn to Deuteronomy chapter 8 RF.

We have to get to a place where we remove human effort and human expectations, because they interfere with fellowship with the Lord.

TLJC will take care of the needs,
/Psa 136:25 Who gives food to all flesh,
For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 26 Give thanks to the God of heaven, For His lovingkindness is everlasting.\

Notice the protocol that Jesus used, HE sat them down… and HE prepared the meal and then HE gave thanks to HIS Father.
We need to learn do the same in life.
Approach every challenge and problem with the mind of Christ as your guide.

Relax and know HE is with you – pray in proper fashion, to the Father through the Son - with the power of God the HS.
In Deu chapter 8 we see the last few months of Moses life and the reminders of the laws of the God of Israel. All that they had been thru and what the God of Israel had already done for HIS children.

Deuteronomy means the duplicate or repetition of the word – the repeating of the law. God likes repetition - we don’t!

Deu 8:1 All the commandments that I am commanding you today you shall be careful to do, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land which the LORD swore to give to your forefathers.
We know Moses would not enter as I mentioned last lesson, the adult generation of the original Exodus generation did not enter the promised land.
Which speaks to loss of temporal blessings or rewards due to negative decisions catching up with the Bel.
Not loss of salvation.
Deu 8:2 “You shall remember all the way which the LORD your God has led you in the wilderness these forty years, that He might humble you, testing you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not.
God tells Moses right here – that there were tests and God was consistently pushing them to grow up spiritually.
God was looking at their hearts.

In that moment, not even Moses was sure why God was doing what HE was doing.
/Deu 8:3 “He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD.\
Rule of thumb is when challenges and stumbling blocks come your way – if get emotional and blame God, it’s a good sign you are at the beginning stages of spiritual growth and need to gain a lot more momentum. 
God let them have struggles and tests as well as adversities.
To make them understand!
All Bels need to understand this concept that challenges and adversities come from God and even when Satan is the one attacking – 
God allowed it in eternity past.
                 REPEAT
He does this, so that we come to a place of spiritual growth, so that our faith is put the test.
So that we are in the spiritual warfare and have the opportunity to glorify God in this angelic conflict. 
/There is so much more that happens in those times we are under attack or struggling with something in our lives – the spiritual ramifications are much deeper than what we see on the surface. We need to relax and think with Bible Doctrine.\
You often get answers months or even years later and it makes sense at that point.
Deu 8:4 “Your clothing did not wear out on you, nor did your foot swell these forty years.
God supplied all their needs – clothing that never wore out, food and water dropping down right in front of them.

/Deu 8:5 “Thus you are to know in your heart that the LORD your God was disciplining you just as a man disciplines his son.
God’s grace is active even inside divine discipline. Humanity can’t recognize grace in discipline, yet God works the two together in magnificent harmony.\

If you understood divine discipline you would realize that it brings forth great growth and spiritual learning abilities in the long term. 
Deu 8:6 “Therefore, you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God, to walk in His ways and to fear Him.
Deu 8:7 “For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing forth in valleys and hills;

When God promises to do something, HE will follow through with HIS promises. God can not lie and therefore HE can not break a promise. 
Again, I remind my followers God works in HIS time – and within HIS plan. 
Deu 8:8 a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive oil and honey;
/Deu 8:9 a land where you will eat food without scarcity, in which you will not lack anything; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper.
God will supply for the needs from HIS grace, we simply need to line our thinking up with HIS plan and remove human effort & human viewpoint from the equation.\ 
We interfere with the grace of God and that is one of our biggest problems we have. When we live in our flesh it stalls the grace plan of God for our lives. 

In the case of Moses & the adult Exodus generation who original walked through the Red Sea they never received the grace gift of the promised land which points us to the rest and blessings of God in time. 
The temporal blessings are what it points too, because as Bels we know they will be in heaven with us – certainly Moses is an OT hero of the highest order.                REPEAT
 God followed through and brought the Jews into the promised land like HE originally told them – but some missed out, not because God chose to remove them – they made their own free will choices for years. 

We need to learn what Psalms 104 tells us;
/Psa 104:27 They all wait for You
To give them their food in due season. 28 You give to them, they gather it up;
You open Your hand, they are satisfied with good.\
In due season  - means when HE deems the time is right and in fact that the blessing itself  - is right!
We often believe we need one thing and God gives us something else and when we finally realize HE gave us what we needed to be closer to HIM - it is a pleasant surprise, beyond our human imagination.  
Remember what Paul taught at Corinth?
/1Cor 2:9 but just as it is written,
“THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND
which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.”\
Love speaks to a relationship. And no relationship can endure if it is not based in trust and learning to relax with one another and accept the relationship as a lasting bond.

/Psa 145:15 The eyes of all look to You, And You give them their food in due time. 16 You open Your hand
And satisfy the desire of every living thing.\
In due time – God satisfies every need and as we grow toward SM, we find our desires line up more with HIS mind and less with cosmic viewpoint.

I can almost guarantee that if you take your relationship with God serious that 5 years from now your desires and needs will probably be different than they are today.  
They will be more in line with God’s plan than they are right now, and you will be a much more content person with greater problem-solving skills than you are right now!
Because even in challenges and trials God’s grace is building you up and training you and blessing you – if you allow that fellowship to flourish during the good and bad times in life.
            REPEAT
God’s grace is always abundant.
/Grace is all that God is free to do for man on the basis of the work of Jesus Christ on the cross. Grace is God’s freedom and consistency to express His love to mankind without compromising or jeopardizing His essence.
                                    Col. R.B. Thieme Jr.\

True freedom is what allows grace to flourish. God gives out of total freedom because of the cross, because of propitiation – HE is satisfied - His justice system has been met to its fullest extent at the Cross on Calvary. 
Therefore, God is free to offer grace in abundance. 
Real grace, void of human viewpoint is the sole property & power of God. Grace is actually at the core of God’s plan. It is the motor from which God’s plan moves to touch mankind. 
                        
Under grace - God does all the work, all of the providing, and man receives the benefit totally apart from human merit.

Grace is woven into the very nature of God’s essence – it is inseparable from who God is.

The perfect flow of a relationship between God and mankind all stems from God’s grace.
It is only stalled out or tainted when mankind puts his hands on it and begins to add to God’s grace.
/Grace is God’s relationship with the Bel as well as God’s way of salvation. So that under grace it shows us all that God can do for man from salvation to eternity, totally apart from man’s ability, because man only stops the flow of true grace when he is not on the receiving end.\

The original man & woman in the garden had complete perfection and the grace of God flowing uninterrupted each and every day until they ate from the tree of knowledge of good & evil.

If mankind is not on the receiving end, completely uninvolved in that flow of grace, then mankind is putting his effort or viewpoint into the mix and interfering with the plan of God.
/Psa 84:11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield; The LORD gives grace and glory; No good thing does He withhold from those who walk uprightly (tamiym).
This is a walk with God that is complete, it is full because it is from a place of truth (Bible Doctrine), unblemished or clean.\   TAH-MEEM

It is not sinless perfection – because God knows our limitations.
And because grace is the policy of God and woven into HIS very essence.

Grace does not demand sinless perfection from creatures with an OSN who live in a cosmic system designed to distract them. 

That would be cruel…God does want us to be focused on and intimate with HIM, therefore HIS word was given to us as our love letter to interact with. 
Turn to the OT book of Ezra chapter nine with me RF.

Taking in Bible Doctrine as a habitual source of spiritual food is the serious focus and intimacy HE is seeking from us.

Even when we fail – God gives us an avenue to get back on track and back into the flow of grace it is never ending.
God tells us HIS mercy and forgiveness are new every day! This is because grace is woven into the very fabric of HIS essence. 
Now in the book of Ezra chapter nine;

The Persian victory over Babylon had occurred and about 50,000 Jews return from captivity to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple. The scribe & priest Ezra arrived several years before Nehemiah would come to rebuild the walls. 

In his ministry, Ezra was there to lift up the Jews and bring them back toward spiritual healing, reminding them of what God had done for them, where they went astray and how to move forward in HIS plan.

Ezr 9:5 But at the evening offering I arose from my humiliation, even with my garment and my robe torn, and I fell on my knees and stretched out my hands to the LORD my God;
Ezra is taking upon the failures of the majority of the Jews here because of their worship of foreign gods and intermarrying with tribes opposed to the God of Israel.
Often times in OT, the priests and prophets that God used would speak in the first person – highlighting themselves, but the call was for the whole nation of Israel.
Ezr 9:6 and I said, “O my God, I am ashamed and embarrassed to lift up my face to You, my God, for our iniquities have risen above our heads and our guilt has grown even to the heavens.
/Ezr 9:7 “Since the days of our fathers to this day we have been in great guilt, and on account of our iniquities we, our kings and our priests have been given into the hand of the kings of the lands, to the sword, to captivity and to plunder and to open shame, as it is this day.\

Notice the call is first and foremost to God and then the recognition of sins and failures – 
taking responsibility and admitting they needed to adjust to the justice of God. 
You see what happens as the cycles of discipline increase – the loss of health, then wealth and power as a nation, the shame and defeat at the hands of enemies and finally captivity. 
/Ezr 9:8 “But now for a brief moment grace has been shown from the LORD our God, to leave us an escaped remnant and to give us a peg in His holy place, that our God may enlighten our eyes and grant us a little reviving (michyah) in our bondage.
Sustained, not rescued but protected.\
MECH-HE-YAH - is the Hebrew noun used here for sustenance and saving of life… to sustain someone so they can last longer.
Grace is given even in our worst failures and the bondage of enemy captivity.
God will supply enough for you to get to the other side and during the captivity or difficulty - HE is teaching you and training you.

So, when you get to the other side you will have spiritual growth and blessings or rewards …either eternally or temporal - possibly both. 

When Daniel & Joseph were in captivity they were sustained by God and yet God even sustains Bels who reject HIM.

The remnant or peg of Bels is almost always a group of positive Bels who sustain a whole nation.

/Ezr 9:9 “For we are slaves; yet in our bondage our God has not forsaken us, but has extended lovingkindness to us in the sight of the kings of Persia, to give us reviving to raise up the house of our God, to restore its ruins and to give us a wall in Judah and Jerusalem.\

God will bring you out of your bad decisions and difficult trials in HIS timing, also in HIS way - and it may not appear to be what you think it was going to be.
But I can tell you if you keep kicking against the authority of God and remain bitter and negative it disrupts the flow of God’s grace in your life.
         REPEAT

The great enemy to grace is any form of arrogance or pride & legalism. Legalism is simply, by definition, man’s intrusion in the plan of God with his own works, his own ability, his own talent, his own schemes.
 Arrogance and pride often seek to gain the approbation from God. 

This breeds legalism and it has many forms, one form of legalism is religion. Human efforts seeking to gain the approbation of God, one thing Christianity is not is religion.

/Grace excludes religion, grace will push religion out of your soul if you allow the relationship with Christ to grow. Religion is the Satanic systems of human ability and works used as substitutes for God’s works in grace. Grace & legalism can’t co-exist - one always wins out.\
/God is not interested in human talent, human I.Q. or rituals, in fact they stall the flow of grace in your life they do not increase it! Bels must learn about a relationship with Christ over religion, this takes a deeper intimacy in HIS mind (Bible). This calls for the mechanics of the divine HELPER (Holy Spirit) to be active in your life as well.\

/When the Bel can truly look to God even during the difficult times and say it is your will – Your plan – Your power – Your timing, that will work for my life, it is then the relationship will take on greater meaning. Until that point you will interrupt the grace flow of God in your life.\




