Mat 207
God will call you to step out of your comfort zone as you grow in His plan

We will pick it up where we finished off in Matt 15 verse 21.
Today we will look at the Syrophoenician woman (SYRO-FEE-NEE-SHIN) who lived in a Gentile populated area where Jewish leaders would not normally travel to teach, so this is a pretty unique circumstance.
Because of the early conquests of Alexander the Great there was a strong Greek population on the Phoenician seaboard which covers a stretch of what we call, modern day Lebanon & Syria.
 The majority of these people were a blended culture of Canaanites, Greeks & Phoenicians.  
Jews looked down on mixed bloodlines and certainly a Jewish teacher or scholar would not want to sit and teach or associate with these types of blended cultures.
Mat 15:21 Jesus went away from there, and withdrew into the district of Tyre and Sidon.
Many historians believe this was a 50 -mile journey for TLJC and his followers.  
This was out of the normal pathways of these Jewish Apostles, not only that but they would not be welcomed there, as tension arose in certain regions concerning the Jewish population and Gentiles.
This puts them all out of their comfort zone!
/Mat 15:22 And a Canaanite woman from that region came out and began to cry out, saying, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is cruelly demon-possessed.”\
Mat 15:23 But He did not answer her a word. And His disciples came and implored Him, saying, “Send her away, because she keeps shouting at us.”
Mat 15:24 But He answered and said, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
Mat 15:25 But she came and began to bow down before Him, saying, “Lord, help me!”
Mat 15:26 And He answered and said, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.”
Mat 15:27 But she said, “Yes, Lord; but even the dogs feed on the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.”
There are great misconceptions as to why TLJC responded to her like He did at first.
We will start with verse 22 and probably get to the other statements in the next few lessons.
This Canaanite woman was informed enough to know who TLJC was.
/Mat 15:22 “Have mercy on me, Lord (kyrios), Son of David; 
This was a Gentile woman who as soon as she opened her mouth, you knew she was a Bel.\
(CURE-EE-US) Tells us she knew this was the LORD and master of the universe. 
Not teacher or leader…and she follows it up with the prophetic statement that the blood line of King David was in front of her and that is the line that brings forth the Messiah.
Truthfully, in that one statement she calls out the divine, Hypostatic Union in greater fashion than Jesus’s own followers.
Remember in HIS own hometown that rejected His teaching, here HE is miles and miles from a Jewish populated area and this woman recognized the unique God-man, Jesus Christ! 
/Her first call is for mercy, knowing the Lord can solve problems and heal a lost world and then the recognition that the LORD and Savior of the universe is in the flesh in front of her.\ 
Turn to the OT - Jeremiah 29.

What is astounding is that a lot of followers who witnessed healings & miracles up close and personal with TLJC peeled away at some point and many would not fully believe HE was the Lord & Savior they needed for salvation.

Many came to believe that HE was nothing more than a prophet or miracle man who entertained them for a period of time. 
Yet here we have a Gentile woman immediately recognizing Jesus as the Lord & savior of the OT scriptures. 
TLJC took His disciples way out of the way and into an uncomfortable situation that others would avoid.

/The Bel who gains spiritual momentum will often find that God will nudge them toward new challenges and out from their comfort zone from time to time for the purpose of spiritual growth. It can be a self-induced problem you were allowed to fall into or perhaps nothing of your own making – yet God intends it for a purpose in HIS plan.\ 
Every time a Bel rejects a situation without fully taking the time to see what God intended for them, they fail a divine test. Often times, a divine test will circle back around in our lives in some form or fashion and we will face a very similar circumstance again. 
     REPEAT
God is not a God of foolishness and luck – HE is a God of purpose & power.

His purpose and His power will not be ignored or toyed with.
In fact, it is designed for sustaining the Bel and educating the Bel in the spiritual and natural sense while we walk on this temporal planet. 

Just as the case of the Canaanite woman and this Gentile region the disciples followed Jesus into there was a purpose and God’s power at work in all this.

It comes down to our spiritual viewpoint – is the glass half empty or half full as the old riddle goes.

Look at Jeremiah 29 verse 8. 

Jer 29:8 “For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, ‘Do not let your prophets who are in your midst and your diviners deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams which they dream.
Jer 29:9 ‘For they prophesy falsely to you in My name; I have not sent them,’ declares the LORD.
This is a great example of false teachers and the nonsense & lies inside the church even today. 

Jer 29:10 “For thus says the LORD, ‘When seventy years have been completed for Babylon, I will visit you and fulfill My good word to you, to bring you back to this place.
This speaks to the Jews being in captivity which by the way was self-induced misery and that led to divine discipline they brought upon themselves.
/Jer 29:11 ‘For I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.
God’s grand design for the Bel is always one of peace and prosperity even after we fail miserably.\
The fact is God has standards and there is an angelic warfare raging that will come to completion with or without our help.
Remember the love of God is always active, it is just subject to HIS divine justice system. The two do not function separately and that is what many pastors do not teach and many Bels do not every fully grasp.
/Jer 29:12 ‘Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. 13 ‘You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.
This is the Biblical standard that after salvation the Bel needs an active relationship with the Lord.\
When the times we fail and sin enter the picture it is much easier to bounce back into God’s plan when we have been actively living in it and not ignoring our calling.
Being out of your own comfort zone may well be something you did and God is using it to give you spiritual discernment going forward.
But you will gain nothing from that lesson if you ignore the divine calling while you are in it!
Jer 29:14 ‘I will be found by you,’ declares the LORD, ‘and I will restore your fortunes and will gather you from all the nations and from all the places where I have driven you,’ declares the LORD, ‘and I will bring you back to the place from where I sent you into exile.’
God is a God of restoration and education not condemnation and confusion.
He wants you to be a spiritual warrior and that starts with your spiritual I.Q.
            REPEAT
/Gen 50:20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive.
Joseph was thrown into a pit, left for dead. Falsely accused and even jailed until finally he reached the peak of power in Egypt.\ 
God gave Joseph all the spiritual knowledge and lessons along the way though at the time it was a very uncomfortable situation. Not all of it, but periods of time Joseph was put in the discomfort zone and left to guess what exactly was God doing. 
Turn to Judges chapter 7 with me.

The story of Gideon is a powerful example of stepping outside your comfort zone.
Gideon was a farm boy – probably about as old as many high school graduates today or freshmen college students.
His family and friends were all worshipping false idols and not positive Bels by any standard - yet he was.

The land that Joshua’s army had conquered years before was now becoming divided and under assault by rouge nations like the Canaanites, Amalekites and Midianites. 

Often times they would inter-marry and mingle tribes to become stronger and at this historic point the Midianites were a dominate force. They would ride in to villages and raid the crops and rape and pillage as they rode through. 
So TLJC calls out to Gideon to step up in this dire time and take the lead.
A very unlikely choice as often is the case with God when choosing leadership. 
1Cor 1:26-27 tells us God uses the foolish and weak things of the world to confound the wise cosmic system.

As you go to chapter 7 let me set the stage first.

/Jdg 6:13 Then Gideon said to him, “O my lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all His miracles which our fathers told us about, saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?' But now the LORD has abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian.”\

That is always the big question when people do not understand free will and the cosmic system that Satan and his army influence day in and day out.
/ Jdg 6:14 he LORD looked at him and said, “Go in this your strength and deliver Israel from the hand of Midian. Have I not sent you?” 15 He said to Him, “O Lord, how shall I deliver Israel? Behold, my family is the least in Manasseh, and I am the youngest in my father’s house.”\
Talk about taking a young man completely out of his comfort zone – Gideon obviously is not over flowing in masculine confidence, but the facts he stated were true – a poor family and he is the youngest, those were facts. 

This makes no difference and sometimes it is the least likely candidate and the one that the world looks upon as useless that God will use in HIS plan.
/Jdg 6:16 But the LORD said to him, “Surely I will be with you, and you shall defeat Midian as one man.”
Just know that when God is for us – who can truly stand against us!\

Now you have a good backdrop, let us look at chapter 7;


Jud 7:2 The LORD said to Gideon, “The people who are with you are too many for Me to give Midian into their hands, for Israel would become boastful, saying, ‘My own power has delivered me.’

Keep in mind the Midianite army was well trained and aggressive and about 130,000 men strong. 
Jdg 7:3 “Now therefore come, proclaim in the hearing of the people, saying, ‘Whoever is afraid and trembling, let him return and depart from Mount Gilead.’” So 22,000 people returned, but 10,000 remained.
Now it will be 130,000 troops against 10,000 Jewish soldiers.

Jdg 7:4 Then the LORD said to Gideon, “The people are still too many; bring them down to the water and I will test them for you there. Therefore it shall be that he of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall go with you,’ he shall go with you; but everyone of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ he shall not go.”
/Jdg 7:5 So he brought the people down to the water. And the LORD said to Gideon, “You shall separate everyone who laps the water with his tongue as a dog laps, as well as everyone who kneels to drink.”\
The right thing done in the right way matters inside the plan of God. As I mentioned before, God has a standard and God looks at the heart.

The men who stayed focused on their surroundings were serious soldiers and prepared men, ready for battle. 
Jdg 7:6 Now the number of those who lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, was 300 men; but all the rest of the people kneeled to drink water.
Now if Gideon wasn’t uncomfortable before he is going to feel a pinch now.

/Jdg 7:7 The LORD said to Gideon, “I will deliver you with the 300 men who lapped and will give the Midianites into your hands; so let all the other people go, each man to his home.”\
It is the Lord who delivers us, not our own schemes and our own human power.
Jdg 7:8 So the 300 men took the people’s provisions and their trumpets into their hands. And Gideon sent all the other men of Israel, each to his tent, but retained the 300 men; and the camp of Midian was below him in the valley.
Needless to say, the Lord gave the victory to Gideon and his 300 soldiers.

Some of you know the story of the 300 with Gideon and it is worth a full read in Judges chapter 6 & 7.

It doesn’t matter if your own poor decisions have put you out of your comfort zone or God has pushed you into a circumstance that you feel awkward in, there is a reason for it!

300 men against 130,000 is impossible odds in the world, anyone would have to admit defeat in that circumstance yet God calls for victory, not in numbers or what appears on the surface to the naked eye.
God works in the spiritual realm mankind works in the temporal realm – two different playing fields. 
/Mat 19:26 And looking at them Jesus said to them, “With people this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”\

If God has placed you in a circumstance outside of your comfort zone it is most likely an opportunity to grow spiritually and what many lose sight of is - others!

Maybe you are placed somewhere outside your comfort zone to lift up another Bel or possibly evangelize to an Unbel.
Lifting up others and putting others before self are a sign of SM.
Stop being intimidated by uncomfortable circumstances and negative people, be bold and trust in the Lord.
/2Tim 1:7 For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.
Bels are designed for spiritual power and application using their lives and opportunities to be ambassadors and soldiers for Christ.\

Power from God the HS and God’s word circulating in the soul, impersonal, unconditional spiritual love for all mankind. 
And having the military style discipline that means two things- first that we as Bels have discipline in our approach to Christianity. Any honest Bel or pastor will tell you they don’t feel like studying the Bible or applying BD every day…but they do it!

Second is that we apply discipline in all circumstances in the cosmic system, meaning avoiding emotional outbursts, bickering when we should be the guiding light not the flammable firework that explodes on the scene. 
                 REPEAT
This takes SM, we have to gain doctrinal knowledge and realize we are a work in progress and so is everyone else. 
/Phil 1:6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.\
God is at work every day in every way and we need to accept that on the good days as well as the bad days.

/Jesus took His closest followers on a long journey into uncomfortable circumstances because this is a part of their future calling. Preparation comes in many forms – Joshua was Moses assistant and a ‘gopher’ long before he was a spiritual leader. David walked hundreds of miles and protected a flock for years, long before he stood before a giant in battle.\
We don’t know how or what God is preparing you for.

/Staying in your comfort zone when you know you are being called to step out is a sure-fire recipe for a stagnant spiritual life. A Bel who stands still is no better off than the Bel in backward motion. You gain spiritual discernment and fulfill your destiny when you are open when God calls you.\
/Even when we are in the process of reaping what we sow in the area of bad decisions, there is phenomenal opportunity for growth if the Bel only wash themselves clean and get back into a serious relationship with God – it is the only remedy to turn a curse into a blessing.\


