Mat 36
Understanding the inner peace from God

Mat 5:7 Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
/Mat 5:9 “Blessed are the peacemakers (truth), for they shall be called sons of God.
Truth is the only source of peace, you can’t lie & manipulate, then expect peace later on.\
ELABORATE
Peace …true peace is a product of truth.
Mat 5:10 “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Mat 5:11 “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.
Mat 5:12 “Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Turn to 2Cor chapter 5.
/Peace – (Mat 5:9) comes from realizing truth and spreading that truth to help others. This is reconciliation when we look at the term peacemaker.\

Let’s read 2Cor chapter 5 verse 17 together.

2Cor 5:17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.
/2Cor 5:18 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation,\
2Cor 5:19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
2Cor 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
Peace comes from our relationship with God.
What better form of peace is there than a truth that saves us for all of eternity.
The peace we should seek is to be reconciled to our Creator instead being an enemy of the Cross of Christ which puts us into everlasting torment. 
Turn to Eph chapter 2

This peace and the term peacemaker is really going beyond the kind Christian jesters and words that help reduce violence and chaos. 
This is peace that brings people to the gospel which saves them for all of eternity! 
This along with the rest of the lesson for the Apostles is a spiritual lesson related to the importance of the Gospel. 

In Eph chapter 2 the Apostle Paul is pointing out the gospel reaches both Jews & Gentiles…male or female…free or slave…it is there for anyone to receive.

Eph 2:13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 
/Eph 2:14 For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall,\
Eph 2:15 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, 16 and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity.
Eph 2:17 AND HE CAME AND PREACHED PEACE TO YOU WHO WERE FAR AWAY, AND PEACE TO THOSE WHO WERE NEAR 18 for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household,

/The reconciliation of the Cross of Christ is the pinnacle of peacemaking for the whole world! It is open & available for all to partake…what greater peace offering can God have made?\
Completely grace oriented… completely free of any commitment…simply believe on TLJC and you will be saved.
/Every Bel is commissioned to be an ambassador for Christ therefore Mat 5:9 is pointing to the Apostles as future leaders who will have this task put squarely upon their shoulders.\ 

Let’s look at a few facts about evangelism.
/Knowledge who the Savior is and what is expected is first.
Understanding the final judgement and that NOTHING a human act or good deed will do, can alter that.
Faith is a mental attitude that no one can get credit for, the Holy Spirit is the active agent in salvation not man.\ 

/Keeping the gospel message direct and simply is important, the whole Bible is IMPOSSIBLE to explain at one time.\
KISS principle!!!   Don’t hit people over the head!

/A Bel can evangelize with their lips or their life and most times BOTH are looked at by the Unbel. A Bel will receive a reward for being a soul winner (2Cor 3:11-16)\
Ok…so let’s go back into Mat chapter 5.
/Mat 5:10 “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.\

The important principle in this beatitude is FOR THE SAKE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.

We have already discussed divine righteousness which can only be given to the Bel…because the union with TLJC.

Now many Christians will claim to be persecuted because of something they said or did but this is a direct focus on TLJC.
/This scripture is pertaining to a Christian who TRULY walks with divine integrity and has Christ as the center of their lives. Not a Bel who likes to argue with Unbels about the Bible.\ 

You have to always balance things out because people think they are attacked or ridiculed because they are Christians when it is because they are just combative and seeking attention.
This is about having a strong lifestyle that reflects TLJC and because of that you fall under attack from the cosmic system.   REPEAT!!
Verse 10 leads abruptly into verse 11 and ties it all together. 
/ Mat 5:11 “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.\
This is not about self…this about the truth of our Savior…our Lord Jesus Christ. 

/The Apostles were getting their first lesson on what was to be an ongoing theme for the later years of their lives. The Lord was using this last portion of the blessings (inner peace) that they should expect and find rest in it!\

Churches and Pastors that constantly preach love… joy and peace and that everything will work out for the best if you are a Bel are doing a huge injustice to the average Bel…and they are inaccurate concerning what TLJC taught. 

/Joh 15:18 If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.19 “If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you.\

There is a solid principle that I have learned concerning my spiritual walk… when the majority of the cosmic system is doing something or saying something continually… it is almost always opposite of the truth.
The majority are usually wrong.
/Luk 6:26 Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for their fathers used to treat the false prophets in the same way.\

This peace and reconciliation is part of bringing truth to a lost and dying world…the Bel seeks the heart of reconciliation….we seek a kind word over a harsh one, we have the mind of Christ which is compassion, love & peace but…also a strong stance for truth.
/Mat 10:34 Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. (The Lord was not contradicting but strong concerning truth)
Truth is either a form of unlimited liberation & reconciliation or a dividing agent and source of contention.\
This is why a statement like this in Mat 10:34 was common for TLJC to make.

The confusion people had about TLJC was that they did not understand the serious nature of what He was teaching.
This is not only life and death but where you will spend eternity??
/The Lord Jesus Christ was the perfect blend of compassion & love melded with strength & unyielding truth.\ 
in His humanity.


Now let’s go back into Mat chapter 5 verse 10. Look at this again and please be clear on this principle;
/Mat 5:10 “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Notice it is RIGHTEOUSNESS, what we were imputed with through our union with Christ.\

Too many Christian claim they are persecuted and attacked and they are not even serious students of the word of God. It is simply arrogant to lay claim to demonic attacks when your lifestyle is opposite of what the Bible teaches!

This goes for the religious zealots who are so dogmatically attached to a denomination with rules and regulations that they have a legalistic attitude about everything. 
/Mat 5:11 “Blessed (inner peace) are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.
The center of everything is Christ!\

Notice the inner peace you should have when the attacks come your way…that takes a supernatural attitude which comes from the fruit of the spirit. 

/Mat 5:12 “Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.\

We can close this out today with principles pointing to a true Christian walk and what to expect.

/Mat 5 - is the beginning of a crash course of intense doctrines that the Apostles would need to fully understand and later apply because The Lord would go to the Cross in 3 short years.\
We as Bels are given years and years of opportunities to grow and learn…the Apostles were given the greatest tasks of beginning the church of Christ and completing the Bible. 
Pretty intense! 
Not many Bels in our day and age can compare to this set of 11 gentlemen and then later men like Paul, Timothy and Luke along with a few others. 
/Bels can only find inner peace (happiness) inside the plan of God because it is a stability that feeds off our Fruit of the Spirit.\
That is where it gets its strength from…no human being can be continually attacked… verbally or physically and not lash out, fight back or crumble under the pressure.

/Bels can have a stability which comes in the form of contentment and that is the foundation of true happiness. It demands spiritual growth, knowing the Lord intimately which means your priorities are doctrinal not secular.\ 

Happiness in the world is the wealthy man or woman, who is popular and financially secure…almost always a smile on their face.

That is the cosmic system picture of happiness…it is not God’s picture of happiness.
/God’s happiness (contentment) is stability in the face of adversity and it has nothing to do with bank accounts or healthy lifestyles. They may follow a positive Bel but divine happiness is not dependent upon those things.\

/Contentment and calm inside the storm is an earmark of divine happiness. It is not based on emotion though it has flashes of emotion from time to time.\

You see anyone who goes through a difficult time…sickness…a death in the family or just tragedy in general will have moments of sadness or a flash of fear but it will not consume them.
/Lifestyles that revolve around emotional swings and continue forward with uncertainty or dramatic changes due to a negative circumstance lack divine happiness (contentment) meaning the people or circumstances around them dictate their lifestyle.\

Divine happiness does not become a slave to a person…a bad situation…a financial loss…a divorce or death.
The Bel with Divine Happiness which is inner peace can stabilize shortly after a tragic event. 

There are people walking around today…grown men and women who are still angry with their parents or blaming a bad childhood on their current condition.
Maybe it was a bad divorce or business deal that went south on you…you cannot live in that for years and still claim to be a Bel with inner peace…it is the antithesis of divine happiness to be living that lifestyle. 
Let me read from;
[bookmark: _GoBack]1 Timothy 6:6-12 But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses.


