Mat #67
A good tree can not produce bad fruit 
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Mat 7:13 “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. 14 “For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it.


/Mat 7:15 “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.\
Mat 7:16 “You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they?
Mat 7:17 “So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit.
Mat 7:18 “A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit.
Mat 7:19 “Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
Mat 7:20 “So then, you will know them by their fruits.
Verse 15 on the board— “Beware of false prophets.” “Beware” is a present active imperative which means that you have be constantly on the alert, be on guard with regard to false prophets; “which come to you in sheep’s clothing.” Most false prophets always try to get into some sheep’s skin and come in with sweetness and compassion as they first make contact with Bels….they often teach lessons that line up with morality and popular messages of the day.

Now to look at the day we live in today it applies to false teachers and anyone claiming to have a gift of prophecy as well. 

Sheep clothing speaks to the outward appearance which means even the words that come out of their mouths.
/Sheep clothing refers to the outer appearance, the surface message that is a counterfeit to the word of God yet it is taken from scripture. A counterfeit looks almost like the original. Usually a minor twist or a word omitted from the original or a misinterpretation.\
The FBI uses the technique of studying the original so they can recognize the counterfeit and it’s a good principle for Bels. 

The best example for this concerning twisting scripture is in Genesis chapter 3.

/Gen 3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, “Indeed, has God said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?”\

God never made this statement. 
The woman gets confused and even adds to the original command …she goes on to say;
‘You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die.’”

This is how subtle and quickly false doctrine sets into the human mind.
Look what the Lord said Gen chapter 2;
/Gen 2:16 The LORD God commanded the man, saying, “From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; 17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.”\
Remember Satan has a whole cosmic system that is like a huge counterfeit factory. Pumping out pseudo happiness, and good works….religious nonsense.

/Counterfeit – doctrine, 1Tim 4:1
Counterfeit - ministers, gospel, 2Cor 11
Counterfeit-  spirituality, Gal 3:2-3\

Take note of these… many I have covered in past studies already, so I don’t feel led at the moment to go in that direction but use this for your personal study.
/Counterfeit-  power, gods, 2Thes 2
Counterfeit- righteousness, Mat 23 \

Now when we move forward looking at Mat 7: 16 & 17 you can be misled if you don’t take the scriptures as part of the whole message.
TLJC has now gathered much more than the original 12 Apostles and there is now greater emphasis on salvation being only one way…the right thing done in the right way. 
Faith alone in Christ alone.
/Mat 7:16 “You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? 17 “So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit.\
The illusion and wrong message is the fruit that the cosmic system thrives on inside the emotional churches and denominational maze that gathers so much attention out in the world.

You know them by their fruit is not talking about wealthy churches that seem to do a lot for charity nor is it the churches who get politically involved and community activism.
Because as you get into Mat 7:22-23 you see the reference to prophecy and casting out demons and miracles which is all a big show…we will cover that in the weeks ahead.
/Many churches with large bank accounts do charity work yet teach false doctrine, many popular teachers stay busy involved in community service while their flock starves for solid food (BD).\

So be careful how you evaluate the size of a church or the community impact they have. 
Turn to Acts chapter 20.

The job of a pastor is to teach the accurate word of God…feed the flock. Now the church members if they are blessed with time and finances should absolutely reach out and do charity work and Christians should be involved in community activity if they have the ability to do so. 
Of course all done by the power of the HS.
/The fruit we are looking at which comes from the good tree is a reference to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, secondarily it is the fruit of the Spirit that only comes when the Bel is applying BD to their lives.  
Gal 5:22-23 love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control;
\

This fruit is not the shiny big church that seems to do so much good in the cosmic system…it may be at times… but many times it is not the fruit in view here in Matthew chapter 7.
Because the Lord is really emphasizing teachers and leadership in this lesson.
Look what Paul said as soon as he was leaving Ephesus- Act 20:29
/Acts 20:29 “I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock;\
Act 20:30 and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. 31 “Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears.

Arrogance and hypocrisies are in the churches and many have great followings and wealth. That’s not the fruit or good tree we are learning about here.
Now to balance that out some very large churches or even some denominations may be doing good work…I don’t know their budget sheets or their motivation so I can’t tell you if it is divine good or human good.
I can tell you what our Lord said…
/Luk 20:46 “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and love respectful greetings in the market places, and chief seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets, 47 who devour widows’ houses, and for appearance’s sake offer long prayers. These will receive greater 
condemnation.”\
The Scribes and Pharisees as well as Sadducees had great authority and respect and in the public eye they did many charitable acts. But it was all wood, hay and stubble to be used as fire wood at the judgment seat. 
When they devour widows… it is symbolism for weak minded individuals who give up their time and treasure to support these charlatans.

Turn to Mark chapter 12.
The Apostle Paul warned the church in Rome about the contrary teaching that began to circulate around.
 
/Rom 16:18 For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.\
TV PREACHERS- sow a seed 

Think about what John the Baptist said in Mat 3:10… “The axe is already laid at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.   REPEAT!
Look what TLJC points out during a service when the basket is passed for the donations.
Mar 12:41 And He sat down opposite the treasury, and began observing how the people were putting money into the treasury; and many rich people were putting in large sums.
Mar 12:42 A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amount to a cent.
/Mar 12:43 Calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, “Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the contributors to the treasury;\
Mar 12:44 for they all put in out of their surplus, but she, out of her poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to live on.”  MOTIVATION
God looks at the heart! Her fruit was good because her soul…the tree was good.

You need to evaluate the situation before you jump in and say this church is doing great things and it is all from God or, that denomination should do more for their communities.   

Turn to 1John chapter 4 as we close.
People often look at a Christian organization or self-proclaimed Christian leaders and they may well be doing some good in the community… but we don’t know what their motivation is.
/1The 5:21 But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good; 22 abstain from every form of evil.
Dokimazō- the same verb meaning to fully approve, to test and deem worthy, proved genuine after examination.\
DOCKEE-MA-ZO

Examine & carefully is the same word in the Koine Greek.
It is used twice in this verse even though in the English language we see two words that describe looking something over and taking our time being careful.

This Greek verb DOCKEE-MA-ZO covers both English words with precision accuracy. 
Let’s finish looking at 1John chapter 4.
/1Jo 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test (dokimazō) the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.\     SAME GREEK VERB!
You can find it used well over 20x in the NT.
1Jo 4:2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God;
1Jo 4:3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world.    REPEAT!!!
/(1Joh 4) The Gnostics had brought mysticism & philosophy into the church in an effort to discredit the doctrine of the Hypostatic Union. This- spirit of the antichrist was related to teachers of false doctrine. The narrative was the spirit they brought in the church.\
The original Greek within these first few scriptures of 1 John chapter 4 are in the progressive present tense …meaning something that was going on but more so it would continue even more into the future. 
And it will reach its peak during the 7 yr Tribulation when the antichrist is revealed.
These last few principles should be good to cap off this message;

/The Bel is led astray by false doctrine & counterfeit systems of Christianity. The cosmic system is saturated with satanic teachers, demonic doctrines that fall under this category. Some are large organizations, highly respected and many are VERY close to the original (Bible).\   REPEAT!
This is why we are to examine and test the teaching.

/The Bel who has reached an age of accountability has no excuse when they get wrapped up in these types of systems and pseudo spiritual nonsense. It is a sign of apathy and callousness toward our Lord when the Bel remains in these satanic systems.\ 
After salvation God allows us some room to fumble around and find truth…but sooner or later after He puts it in front of you…you become responsible. 
There really is no excuse… it is similar to buying a house without fully researching and examining the property first. 

If the ceiling drops on your head 6 months after you move in…who do you have to blame?
 It may seem silly for an analogy but it points to our own volition…our own accountability and responsibility coming into view. 
/We are never to become fervent fruit inspectors but we are called to evaluate, test and make judgement calls concerning our spiritual walk and truth in general. Ultimately we are responsible for what we believe, what we learn and then what we apply.\  REPEAT

Examine and test carefully what you are learning and you can do the same for those people in your circle of family and friends. 
I know I welcome questions that revolve around facts…not emotions.

Those who you allow close to you can have a profound effect on your life so you better evaluate what they believe and what type of lifestyle they live.
/The soul is like a tree where the fruit will grow and come forth. Good (divine) fruit can only come out of a tree rooted in the Holy Spirit with BD continually watering those roots. It is a process that takes responsibility from the Bel mixed with faith in the Lord.\

The Bel has to have that positive attitude toward the word of God and a love relationship with TLJC.

/Organizations and Christian leaders can use words & action that appear to line up with scripture but if they lack the depth of understanding the Cross of Christ to its fullest (salvation, grace, eternal security, Hypostatic Union, etc.) they will produce bad fruit.\
They need to be focused on TLJC and everything He accomplished and what He will return to establish…filling power of the HS…faith alone in Christ alone and so many pertinent doctrines wrapped up in that moment at Calvary.
 Let’s close with a scripture from the Apostle Paul on this exact subject.
/2Co 11:14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds.\

