James #148
With blessings and authority come greater responsibilities.

Please open back up in our anchor study of James chapter two.
We are going to read right through the first ten verses, which will get us refocused and onto our next study.

Jam 2:1 My brothers and sisters, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism.
Having a bias attitude is something every Christians must monitor.
We all really need to take a hard look at our own attitudes and motivations of favoritism as well as prejudice. 

Jas 2:2 For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and is dressed in bright clothes, and a poor man in dirty clothes also comes in,
Jas 2:3 and you pay special attention to the one who is wearing the bright clothes, and say, “You sit here in a good place,” and you say to the poor man, “You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool,”

Jas 2:4 have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil motives?
Verses 4 and 5 have been our recent study. Which had us looking at true godliness and the need to stop being a judge and jury for other people.

Your journey toward SM is interrupted by the flesh, especially when we harbor old behaviors, old attitudes and ideologies we had as Unbels.
Remember the word of God changes you…you do not change the word of God!
Jas 2:5 Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters: did God not choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?

Pastor James is especially highlighting the Jewish brethren, those who may have some form of wealth or social status. Also, those who still believe their bloodline, entitles them to something greater than that of a Gentile Bels.
Wealth or poverty has nothing to do with spirituality – we recently touched on this as well.
The issue is what is in the heart. 
/Those who have a love of money, a love of power or approbation, are often the ones who never come to believe upon TLJC. They are often the ones that even after salvation, will be the ones to bring about strife in the body of Christ. Very much like the staunch, religious crowd bring strife and problems into the body of Christ, back then the Judaizers were notoriously, problematic as converts.\ 
                          
Jas 2:6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you into court?
/Jas 2:7 Do they not blaspheme the good name by which you have been called?\
Jas 2:8 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF,” you are doing well.

You can never fulfill the commands and laws of the Bible outside of a deep relationship with The Lord Jesus Christ. 
HE is the only one who has fulfilled everything in that bible you have in front of you!
Jas 2:9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the Law as violators.
Jas 2:10 For whoever keeps the whole Law, yet stumbles in one point, has become guilty of all.

You can not claim the Mosaic Law as the standard of spirituality and righteousness and not follow the exact letter of the LAW every day.
As we go deeper into this chapter you will see a type of soft reprimand by Pastor James, which is focused on his fellow Jewish converts.

So, this has a strong lesson directed at religious people and certainly legalistic Bels, as well as those with wealth or social status. 
/We are all ambassadors for Christ after salvation; we are called into combat within this cosmic system. There becomes a strong emphasis on those with wealth and authority or social status within this letter from James. The specific group that it is focused on, are the true Israelites who have now become Christians. Yet this is a very early introduction into the Royal Family Honor Code that the Apostle Paul would define in years ahead.\ 

It is a lesson on application of BD as I have mentioned before. Yet, I can see an introduction here into the RFHC which became a staple teaching under the Apostle Paul many years later.

Go into the OT – into Proverbs chapter 21 RF.
The fact is, we bring misery and cursing upon ourselves when we treat others harshly. 
Especially those of the family of GOD.
/Psa 41:1 For the music director. A Psalm of David. Blessed is one who considers the helpless; The LORD will save him on a day of trouble. 2 The LORD will protect him and keep him alive, And he will be called blessed upon the earth; And do not turn him over to the desire of his enemies.  (Prov 19:17, Prov 22:9)\
This may not be the message many Christians want to hear. Or a series they want to get into, because it will point out how we treat others concerning our own wealth and social status.

/Your generous nature or lack thereof, is on display inside the plan of GOD. Do not be fooled, if you live a comfortable lifestyle, not just wealthy, but middle- class comfortability, you are expected to be an asset to those in need and also responsible for the promotion of the WORD of God. What you did with your time, talent and treasure after salvation, will be a deciding factor at the Bema Seat Judgment of Christ.\ 
Nothing to do with salvation – but winners and losers in heaven. 
These types of lessons are my least favorite to teach, because arrogant people, always assume you are after something, especially money.

All I can tell you is - take it up with GOD the HS and the mind of Christ (BD), not me.
/Prov 22:1 A good name is to be more desired than great wealth; Favor is better than silver and gold. 2 The rich and the poor have a common bond, The LORD is the Maker of them all.\
The Bible has repetitive lessons on those with wealth, or even a mild form of abundance or blessings by GOD and how they bring misery upon themselves by not being generous.  
                              REPEAT
Now King Slomon wrote this proverb and he knew a thing or two about wealth and abundance.
You know his failures may have stemmed from the fact that he had a great amount of abundance… but it wasn’t because he was greedy.
In fact, many scholars believe because he was extremely generous, GOD allowed Solomon to remain in a position of abundance. Even while he was floundering around outside the plan of GOD.
Solomon was blessed for being the son of David and also for being a Believer with great humility and generosity.
His failure really fell under the umbrella of lust for the ladies…sexual lust patterns. 
Not our lesson for today!  
/Prov 21:13 One who shuts his ear to the outcry of the poor Will also call out himself, and not be answered.

We will reap what we have sown. It will be measured to us as we have measured to others. If we are silent to those in need, God may remain silent at some point during our own time of need.\ 

Did you know there are over 2,000 verses in scripture pointing out the need to help others, especially GOD focusing on the needs of the poor?

The emphasis on assistance for the family of GOD is also incredibly strong and repetitive. 
/Pro 21:14 A gift in secret subdues anger, And a bribe in an inside pocket, strong wrath.

When you need to rectify a situation, or even assist a person in need, it is best to do so with humility away from curious eyes. Bribery is always a form of sin, because it is built on lies, injustice and foul play.\ 
  
You should never give with the intention of what you will get in return…GOD looks at the heart.
/2Cor 9:7 Each one must do just as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

Luk 6:38 “Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure—pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.”\
Some Christians never receive financial blessings, because they have never followed the biblical principles for life, giving and certainly work and wealth.
Pro 21:15 The exercise of justice is joy for the righteous, But terror to those who practice injustice.

/At higher levels of SM, the Christian sheds the lust patterns around money and prestige or ego – they begin to become very in tune to the needs of others. They no longer operate from a place of subjectivity, instead they are very objective. Because they live habitually in the righteousness of Christ, they rarely have doubts or fear because they are far removed from unrighteousness.\ 
It is not sinless perfection, yet it is a life marked by more time walking in the new man than the old one.  
/Pro 21:16 A person who wanders from the way of understanding Will rest in the assembly of the dead. (qāhēl rᵊp̄ā'îm)

The person outside the plan of God, the one moving away from TRUTH (BD), will find comfort and fellowship with those who are dead. This is equivalent to Bels finding comfort among Unbels.\  
KA-HAIL, RAFF-AH- is stating that outside of the consistent understanding of the WORD of God, we will live a life as useless as the Unbel – we will be a type of walking dead inside the plan of God.
Many Christians are walking dead.

Pro 21:17 One who loves pleasure will become a poor person; One who loves wine and oil will not become rich.
Jump over to Proverbs chapter 11 in closing today.

/Prov 21:17 - Wine and oil, point to the finer things in life, the pleasures of life. Meaning, the accumulation of abundance for self-serving purposes. God wants your wealth and prosperity to increase, if you have the capacity for it. So, HE is not calling us into poverty but a life of organized, responsibility. The story of the prodigal son (Luke 15:11-24) is a great example of pursuing selfish pleasures.\

The fact is GOD blesses those who have an organized and steadfast life, a life that points to the person and work of the LORD Jesus Christ.
The cosmic system will tell you to focus on self and get all your information and education from the devil’s world. 
GOD tells us to trust in HIM, focus on Him, grow in the grace and knowledge of TLJC and you will be blessed.
                          REPEAT
/Prov 3:9 Honor the LORD from your wealth, And from the first of all your produce; 10 Then your barns will be filled with plenty, And your vats will overflow with new wine.\
God has never told HIS people to live in complete poverty and that is the only way into SM.
You do not give your way into maturity, you give because you are motivated by God the HS and the word working within your soul. You do not put support for the word of GOD on the bottom of your priority list and expect God to bless you in every realm. 
In order for you to be a successful Bel you have to obtain some form of financial stability.
It does not have to be abundant wealth, yet you should be mature enough to have a life that reflects healthy spending habits, savings and banking skills. 
/Prov 11:24 There is one who scatters, and yet increases all the more, And there is one who withholds what is justly due, and yet it results only in poverty.

This opposes worldly viewpoint, yet GOD calls us into generosity, in the proper context. God opposes wasteful or selfish spending. HE does bless those Bels, with an organized life and a generous heart.\ 
When you have grown into a capacity for blessing GOD is more than happy to open up the escrow accounts in heaven for you. Capacity is achieved by priorities being aligned with God’s plan.
God is glorified when HE can bless a maturing Christian. 
                            REPEAT
Pro 11:25 A generous person will be prosperous, And one who gives others plenty of water will himself be given plenty.
Pro 11:26 One who withholds grain, the people will curse him, But blessing will be on the head of him who sells it.
/Generosity is not recklessly giving out money to everyone, it is thoughtful actions, words and gestures that sometimes have no monetary value. How we conduct business and exchange our goods and trade in the world, speaks volumes about our generosity. The principle is spiritual as well as practical. When we distribute our business or talents instead of hoarding, blessing will come. God watches us partake of business and banking and how we handle these things justly.\ 
Next message we will look at a few things the Apostle Paul spoke on about this subject matter;
/Act 20:35 “In everything I showed you that by working hard in this way you must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”\
Pro 11:27 One who diligently seeks good seeks favor, But one who seeks evil, evil will come to him.
The right thing done in the right way matters!
Whether you are the Employer or the Employee… God is watching your honesty in business and labor.
Employers do not seek to suppress and withhold that which is due for an honest, hard-working employee.

Employees do not seek to cut corners and play crafty games with your boss to get out of working hard for your wages.
 /Pro 11:28 One who trusts in his riches will fall, But the righteous will flourish like the green leaf.

When God gives us any type of blessing it is our responsibility to handle it with care and respect. This means jobs, wealth, ministry, marriage, a home, children…as well as all aspects of our time, talent and treasure. \

