Matt 218
The history of the counterfeit influence of religion design to replace Christianity 

Thanks to Carlene who supports this ministry I think we have a good charity we can trust to send money for Louisiana disaster relief, it is –
 Billy Graham Association. 

Let us pick it back up in Matt chapter 16.
We are about to embark on a series that will have us looking at ancient history that I believe will enlighten many people about man made religion. 
Also, about human philosophy and even awaken some to the beginning stages of large church denominations that still stand today. 
This will be a deeper dive in history than normal and sometimes that is the call for the message and in this case it will be greatly informative about where man made systems of religion began to spin off and how Satan used the OSN of man to develop these deceptive systems. 

Mat 16:1 The Pharisees and Sadducees came up, and testing Jesus, they asked Him to show them a sign from heaven.
Mat 16:2 But He replied to them, “When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.’

TLJC knew HE was dealing with the wise men of the nation of Israel those who dabbled in the medicines, sciences and political theater as far as the Sadducees go.
And the Pharisees were the spiritual and moral experts. Between the two, the common Jews looked up to both parties to explain everything from God to the weather patterns and physical illness to moral decisions & financial guidance.

Mat 16:3 “And in the morning, ‘There will be a storm today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ Do you know how to discern the appearance of the sky, but cannot discern the signs of the times?
Jesus is once again taking a pretty stiff jab right back at the legalistic leadership here with this statement.
In other words, HE says – Hey fellas, this is your wheelhouse, you know everything and yet you can’t even discern that God is standing in front of you after all this time?

This was a stinging indictment upon their high I.Q.’s!
/Mat 16:4 “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign; and a sign will not be given it, except the sign of Jonah.” And He left them and went away.\

Since the beginning of time mankind has relied upon the visual and tactile senses to find comfort in what they put their trust in. 
Yet God – though HE operates in real time and even the occasional miracle, for the most part, HE works in the spiritual realm which often falls under a cloak of invisibility concerning mankind’s day to day life.
Meaning what they can touch, taste and see every day. We as positive Bels can say - well everything is from God and falls under a miracle – and yes it is a valid statement, but to the outside world, they do not see the hand of God like that in the everyday grind.                    REPEAT
/Satan became aware very early on that mankind would fall for the visual and tactile aspect of worshipping a deity. He also was keen to sense that emotions would play a large role in how the human race would make decisions and also worshipping a deity.\
Remember Satan has the five – ‘I will’s,’ we note from Isaiah chapter 14. His goal is to be like God.
Satan and his fallen angels know they cannot beat God in a fair fight therefore their strategy is always one of deception, counterfeits and confusion. 
When you have truth on your side you simply need to stand in it, but when you are on the dark side, you have to rely upon trickery. 

[bookmark: _Hlk50388147]/The fallen angels in ancient times found early man easy prey for the worship of false gods and idols. They had great success with using their own images, power or offspring (Gen 6) to plant as forms of deities. The gods and goddess that fell under Baal & Ashtaroth served the fallen angels well for thousands of years in the beginning stages of the human race.\
Distractions and confusion were the order of the day and in many cases with whole tribes and nations they fell for the counterfeits. 

Mainly because of the visual and emotional aspect of what encompassed the worship systems. Sexual perversions and intoxication were woven into the worship systems, coupled with fear of the wrath of the great gods - it was a powerful and influential system. 
Those false systems assaulted human beings on an emotional, physical and psychological level that even stretches into our day and age.
                            REPEAT
 Satanic worship is still alive and well and there are depths and layers to it hidden in plain sight and within many secret societies and elite groups in our faces in the year of our Lord 2020 - that is probably a study for another day.

I’ll tell you one thing; The latest discoveries of kidnapped children, sex trafficking and pedophilia are going to reveal shocking and horrific crimes that most people have no idea of the depth and depravity behind it, or how long it has been going on.
But our study we will need to focus on the infiltration of the early church and how satanic agendas seeped into early Christianity and tried to overthrow it from within.
/The Scribes, Sadducees and Pharisees were already involved in the manipulation of O.T. scriptures and man-made systems of worship and rituals that they deemed were heightened displays of spirituality. When we see the second layer of deception which came from the Gnostics it is difficult not to recognize the evil, genius of Satan hard at work in religion.\ 
You would have to be blind not to credit Satan for this really intelligent plan. Just because someone is an enemy never assume they are stupid.

Arrogance makes even the wise person look foolish but that does not mean they are stupid! Smart people do stupid things all the time because their ego gets in the way.

Turn to Colossians chapter two with me RF.
The early church was quickly attacked with a blend of Judaism from the legalistic Jews and even a mix of secular scholars as well.
This was a doorway for Satan to encourage cosmic viewpoint into Christianity. 
/1Cor 1:20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?
The Apostle Paul warned his congregations from Corinth to Colossae and Thessalonica to Philippi about secular knowledge infiltrating churches.\

You had staunch Jews leadership still pushing for following the Torah to the letter, at the same time Greek philosophy and oriental mysticism was popular and mainstream and it bled into churches as well. 

This is not so different then what we have today and some of this we can see in churches that claim to be Christian and denominations that speak about the Cross of Christ.
Yet they blend in secular knowledge and mainstream philosophy and social activism into their messages. 
       REPEAT
There was a reason Paul used certain warnings about the wisdom of men.
/1Cor 2:4 and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.\
They brought new revelations in after Paul had established churches and promoted teachers at those churches. 

The congregations quickly turned toward the popular message of the day and the eloquent speakers from outside the church walls.
/1Cor 2:6 Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away;
(mystery doctrine for the CA)\
That is why Paul taught one of my favorite sets of scriptures –
1Co 1:26 For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; 27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong,
1Co 1:28 and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, 29 so that no man may boast before God.

Yet mankind can’t get enough of the secular wisdom and they get so infatuated with the eloquent speakers of the age.

Look at what Paul was teaching to the Colossians because this group took a direct hit from the Gnostics. 

/Col 2:4 I say this so that no one will delude you with persuasive argument.
This is what happens even today when Bels have their emotions tickled by powerful, convincing secular teachers.\
Col 2:5 For even though I am absent in body, nevertheless I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good discipline and the stability of your faith in Christ.
Notice it was when the Apostles left the arena of a church or pulpit that the attacks began to slid in. 
Paul’s prison stay was a perfect opportunity for Satan and his fallen army to strike.
Which goes to show people get enamored with a certain man or a building and yet the WORD itself is lost after a period of time. That is the larger issue – they had forgotten it is all about the word, the message - not the man or size of a building or how popular the congregation is in the community.

True Bible study challenges and informs, it enlightens and guides… but it is never designed to be glamorous and entertainment that tickles our emotions and becomes popular in the devil’s world.          REPEAT
/Col 2:6 Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,
Faith and power from God the Holy Spirit, humility to wash yourself clean and focus on HIS mind (BD).\ 
That is how you became born again.
You didn’t care about entertainment and popularity at salvation you needed a savior and you recognized TLJC. 
The word of the gospel did its work on you!
Col 2:7 having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.
/Col 2:8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy (philosophia) and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.\
PHIL-LOSS-AH-FEE-A = where we see the word philosophy come from but honestly it is a rare word in the sense of how it was used in the Greek at this historic point.
It almost always pointed to a skill set of secular science and a mix of theology pertaining to the spiritual world and more specifically the powers of angels and how they are to be worshipped an elevated as beings who create and guide the world. 
They also practiced differing forms of ascetism because some of the Jewish scholars of that day adhered to Gnostic beliefs and they added in rituals, abstinence from certain foods or self-induced restrictions to get closer to the spiritual world, in doing so they believed they lived a purer life then other common people.
    REPEAT         ELABORATE
The Apostle Paul had to reiterate the basics of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Col 2:9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form,
Col 2:10 and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority;

There are no angelic beings who created anything nor do they have capacity or power to rule mankind.
/Col 2:11 and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ;\
There is no ritual either from OT scriptures or modern-day science and man-made systems that removes the OSN and places us in union with TLJC.
It is faith alone in Christ alone…that is it!

 Now jump down a few verses to verse 16 to see the warning Paul would emphasize related to this Gnostic system infiltrating the church;
/Col 2:16 Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day—\

The CA is not the same dispensation as the age of Israel. 
There is no set rituals and rules that mankind can impose on a CA Bel – it is between you and God – we are our own Bel priests in this dispensation. 
Col 2:17 things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ.
/Col 2:18 Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind,\

Paul was now debunking this system of rituals and beliefs. 
Keep in mind he still had to deal with the staunch Jewish legalistic crowd that never recognized TLJC as the savior and so they kept focusing in on laws and commandments of the Torah and the leadership of the Sanhedrin. 

They infiltrated the early churches as well and now you had a hybrid of the two systems developing and becoming mainstream.  
This is why in Colossae Paul stressed the gospel of Christ again and the fact that it is TLJC who is our divine creator and the creator of everything.

/Col 1:15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created,  both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.\

There are no divine beings like angels that create anything and that we elevate and communicate with them to get closer to God – that is lie from Satan!

Yet we have spiritual teaching today that elevate dead saints as angelic beings and we have denominations that tell us to get closer to God we have follow a set of standards - rituals and observation of certain days and strict diets to be spiritual. 
Angels are created creatures and operate in military fashion inside the plan of God. 

This is why the Apostle Paul used this same type of warnings at other churches where some were being led astray by these secular systems disguised as a new form of Christianity. 
/Phl 3:1 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things again is no trouble to me, and it is a safeguard for you. 2 Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the false circumcision;\
Evil workers because they were busy developing a following and becoming the new age movement of that day.

Counterfeits are the work of Satan and his military leaders. Paul goes on to tell them in verse 18; 
/Phl 3:18 For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, 19 whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things.\
The lies and counterfeits related to the 2nd Advent of Christ began back then and are still alive and well today;

/2Th 2:1 Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, 2 that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come.\

Paul is telling the Bels at Thessalonica remember what I already taught you pertaining to this doctrine.
 Because there are letters and messages and even a spirit that is a counterfeit of us – meaning the Apostles and more specifically Paul and his assistants.  
/2Th 2:3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,
(The 2nd Advent of Christ)\
In other words, there is a series of events that have to happen before TLJC returns to earth for the second time.
Satan will finally be revealed in the middle of the 7 year Tribulation period – the kid gloves come off!
/2Th 2:4 who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.\
The false doctrine may be very similar but the series of events have to happen the way the word of God tells us they do.

 We are getting ready to close and as we do I’ll put a few points on the board that will help us prepare for the next lesson.
/The false gods and idols of the O.T. were no longer going to have the same impact once the great power experiment of the Hypostatic Union began. Therefore Satan & his army began a new strategy to infiltrate the interior of the church movement itself. This would be a heighten stage of counterfeit operations that work in a covert fashion right up to our day and age.\ 

/Judaism was strong enough to last with the inner circle of orthodox Jews after Christianity blossomed. But a new age system of secular wisdom and mixtures of oriental mysticism and Greek philosophy began to have mainstream interest during the establishment of the early church. Judaism was sprinkled in with it which was attractive to educated Jews in the 1st and 2nd century.\ 

/ Gnostic beliefs were a collection of religious ideas and systems which originated in the first century AD among early Christian and Jewish sects. These various groups emphasized personal spiritual knowledge (gnosis) over orthodox teachings, traditions, or the authority of the church. They believed that God is a distant & dark entity that allows mankind’s own knowledge and deeds to dictate their spiritual power and even their final salvation.\
/Mankind had to reach levels of wisdom and spiritual growth before they could be considered good and pure enough to reach a zenith in the spiritual sense. Angels and the spirit world, in general were of great interest to the founding fathers of the movement. They put a strong emphasis on spirit life and angelic power. Greek philosophy was at the core and founding documents of the movement.\ 
This is why next lesson will be a history lesson on some founding fathers of Greek philosophy. 




