Mat 26

The mission is never a failure unless we quit.
Mat 4:11 Then the devil left Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him. 12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been taken into custody, He withdrew into Galilee;
Mat 4:13 and leaving Nazareth, He came and settled in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali.
Mat 4:14 This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: 15 THE LAND OF ZEBULUN AND THE LAND OF NAPHTALI,
BY THE WAY OF THE SEA, BEYOND THE JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE GENTILES—16 “THE PEOPLE WHO WERE SITTING IN DARKNESS SAW A GREATLIGHT, AND THOSE WHO WERE SITTING IN THE LAND AND SHADOW OF DEATH, UPON THEM A LIGHT DAWNED.”
From Isa chapter 9

/ Mat 4:11 Then the devil left Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him.
The water baptism in the Jordan was agreement to the Father’s plan (Cross). Then came the test followed by God’s healing touch.\
Remember there is analogies for the born again Bels in everything TLJC endured.

/The test for 40 days was preparation for His ministry, the angels coming in to comfort was the rest & replenishment needed to go forward in the plan.\

What Bels must connect with it is the trials and test and attacks that sometimes come up in our lives.

/1Joh 3:13 Do not be surprised, brethren, if the world hates you.
How many times did the Lord tell His disciples this statement? This was for ALL Bels to understand.\

Acknowledge that you are a Christian will sometimes have a negative consequence….in fact a sign we are rapidly approaching the end times is when Christians become more aggressively attacked.

/Luk 6:22 “Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and insult you, and scorn your name as evil, for the sake of the Son of Man.”\

The fact is after salvation you are entered into the angelic warfare and in this army you have a choice to pick up your rifle and stand your post or slump back in your safe little foxhole and hide out.

The Apostle Paul often reminded Bels that they need to fight the good fight and finish the course…put on the armor of God & be prepared for battle.

/2Tim 2:3 Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.
Many Bels want the feel good message and no responsibility other than an hour on a Sunday morning!\

Serving the Lord happens with our financial support of Doctrinal men…it happens when we evangelize and when we give up time and energy to study the word of God. 

Some principles we see in what TLJC endured in Mat chapter 4 related to the Bels is this;
/There is a bond and true agreement when a person finally (TRULY) believes in the Lord Jesus Christ as God & savior. They are acknowledging a divine plan for their life…not designed by human hands.\
At the moment of salvation they are agreeing to be placed in eternal paradise with God forever but also that if they want to truly glorify God…tests and challenges during their life here on earth are going to be a reality.
/Notice the agreement with the Father’s plan happens first. Then a preparation involving deep concentration and difficulties, followed by divine blessing.\
Looking at the next scripture in verse 12 it may cause alarm for some Bels.
Because they do not fully understand the divine plan of God.

/Mat 4:12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been taken into custody, He withdrew into Galilee;
The Lord had to maintain His path & posture inside God’s plan. He did not run to rescue His cousin John.\

Some people would deem this an action of a cold heart or callous nature yet TLJC is nothing if not Love, grace & mercy.
John the Baptist was coming to the end of his mission and was getting ready to be face to face with the Lord in the heavenly realm. 
But notice there is no gap…TLJC was the kingdom of God in the flesh who was now taking the message of grace & truth to the next level.

John the Baptist was at the end of his mission and the humanity of Christ was at the beginning stage of His ministry.

God brought the kingdom of heaven to earth and John introduced it.
Turn to Leviticus chapter 26
/We have no idea how many people John the Baptist touched during his ministry…possible thousands and thousands. Principle in Lev 26.\

There is an interesting principle in Leviticus chapter 26…it really reminds the Bel that one word of truth may go much further than we can see on the surface.    ELABORATE  
(tape I gave away years ago…Dave showed up at church.)

/Lev 26:7 ‘But you will chase your enemies and they will fall before you by the sword; 8 five of you will chase a hundred, and a hundred of you will chase ten thousand, and your enemies will fall before you by the sword. \
9 So I will turn toward you and make you fruitful and multiply you, and I will confirm My covenant with you.
The effect one Bel can have on hundreds is lost in our secular world because the cosmic system is so visual and programed for immediate pleasure…visual results that happen quickly.
/God teaches us that one kind word or one lesson of truth can carry so much weight that it will EVENTUALLY touch the lives of hundreds or even thousands of people.\

Notice I say eventually.

John the Baptist…even if he baptized only one may have effected 20 other people who knew that one person who was baptized and that 20 effected 100 other people…please try and understand the math.
God can use many different people from all walks of life but the message is always the same…the message not the man is what counts!
How many people in your circle of family, friends and co-workers have you talked to just in the past week…think about that!
Never lose faith in what you have said or done in your Christian walk.

 You may not find out until you get to heaven just how many people you have touched.

Look back at Mat chapter 4.
Mat 4:14 This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: 15 THE LAND OF ZEBULUN AND THE LAND OF NAPHTALI, BY THE WAY OF THE SEA, BEYOND THE JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE GENTILES—
/Mat 4:16 “THE PEOPLE WHO WERE SITTING IN DARKNESS SAW A GREAT LIGHT, AND THOSE WHO WERE SITTING IN THE LAND AND SHADOW OF DEATH, UPON THEM A LIGHT DAWNED.”  (Isa 9:1-2)\
Prophecy from Isa chapter 9 

This speaks to the northern part of Israel coming under divine discipline when the Roman Empire took control of their land.


/The Jews fell under military and government control once again and this time (Isa 9) it is speaking of the powerful Roman Empire. But the LIGHT is the shining light of the one true God & Savior Jesus Christ in His first advent.\

The Jewish nation constantly slipped away from Biblical principles and allowed other gods and beliefs to infect their families, which was the historic source of most of their misery.

They disrespected the Sabbath & the 10 Commandments.
The ancient Hebrew families from the days of Moses right up until the birth of TLJC allowed idols & false gods to push their God to the side.

/Most of what the Jewish nation suffered is reflected in the lives of Bels in our day as well. Their captivity and slavery is replicated with Bels who are enamored & controlled by cosmic viewpoint, addictions & self-induced misery.\     turn to 2Cor chapter 3

The Jews were also scattered as many were captured.
/The lack of unity from denominational confusion is a way Satan can corrupt and divide or scatter Bels. Unity among Bels and accuracy concerning the Word of God are two things Satan hates!\

In 2Cor chapter 3 we see Paul using the example about the glory of God which passed before Moses and would actually cause Moses to glow.

Moses put a veil on over his face so he could go back in front of the people of Israel.

Look at 2Cor 3 v 9
2Cor 3:9 For if the ministry of condemnation has glory, much more does the ministry of righteousness abound in glory. 10 For indeed what had glory, in this case has no glory because of the glory that surpasses it.
This is a reference to TLJC!
2Cor 3:11 For if that which fades away was with glory, much more that which remains is in glory. 12 Therefore having such a hope, we use great boldness in our speech.

2Cor 3:13 and are not like Moses, who used to put a veil over his face so that the sons of Israel would not look intently at the end of what was fading away.
/2Cor 3:14 But their minds were hardened; for until this very day at the reading of the old covenant the same veil remains unlifted, because it is removed in Christ.\
15 But to this day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart; 16 but whenever a person turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.
Verse 14 has a deeper meaning than that of just the Unbel who can’t understand the things of God.

Now we know the Exodus Generation that is being referred to in 2Cor chapter 3 was made up originally of Bels who followed Moses and received that dry baptism when passing across the Red Sea.

/Bel’s can develop a hard heart which begins to force that invisible veil down upon their eyes (soul) which Unbels have.\
It is not uncommon for Unbels and apostate Bels to both have a form of blindness toward truth.

In other words the negative Bel who strays far enough away from God resembles the Unbel in many ways.

This is why I titled this message…The mission is never a failure unless we quit!

/Falling down or failing in any given moment of time is not our permanent status as Christian soldiers. Your condition in any given moment does not change your position in Christ.\

It is when we quit all together that sets us so far backward that it becomes nearly impossible to regain ground in our spiritual walk. 

A few bad days or rough week is a natural way of life for all of us.

But to look back and see months of negative decisions and the relationship with God fading in your rear view mirror is what often brings us misery and struggles to gain back ground we lost.

/Once a Bel begins to lose interest or has apathy about studying the word of God it is a red flag that the Spiritual ground they gained is slipping out from under them.\ 

Apathy or a lazy attitude about Bible study is a bad sign for any Bel.

We all go through it from time time…it is like going to the gym…you have to push yourself sometimes.
Remember the spirit and the flesh are at war with one another. 

/2Tim 1:7 For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.
The positive Bel has nothing to back down from, the battle is theirs for the taking if they want the victory!\
Notice …Power…Love and what else discipline.

Jesus Christ in His humanity had His first test be one that could have killed Him.
40 days with a lack of nutrition and having Satan himself taunt…tempt and test you is about as deadly as you can get concerning a test.

Even as we look at the ups and downs of TLJC earthly ministry we see great friendships and fellowship with joy & love but also demonic attacks…physical attacks and mental attacks by government & religious leaders and His own people. 

Turn to James chapter one.
/When a Bel wilts easily under pressure it usually is a sign they haven’t gained any momentum in the plan of God. Every Bel will have a spark of anger or frustration in a difficult moment but it is endurance in the face of adversity that displays our maturity.\

Job…David….Abraham…Noah, all of God’s great men had moments of doubt or frustration but they didn’t quit…they endured until the end.

/Heb 10:36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.\

Jam 1:1 James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad: Greetings.2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,
/Jam 1:3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.\  ELABORATE

The endurance we need comes from our relationship with TLJC…taking the mind of Christ seriously being filled with the HS.

Keep in mind it isn’t just those around us that witness our endurance…it isn’t just your neighbor who sees you quit and walk away from God.

There is an angelic element to all this, an invisible warfare that we often forget about.
Your life counts…your choices matter in the natural and in the spiritual realm.
/Heb 12:1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,\
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