Mat 162
Satanic pride distorts truth and destroys people
NEXT SUNDAY LORD SUPPER at GBC

Turn to Psalms chapter 10 where we left off last lesson.
/Pride will take on a life of its own and will lead people to lie too and manipulate other people or circumstances so that it will have a victory in the end. The end justifies the means becomes the mantra of the proud individual.\

The cry for justice against the wicked is one aspect of David’s psalm in chapter 10.
The other points us to a prophetic view of the characteristics of the future antichrist .
/Psa 10:1 Why do You stand afar off, O LORD? Why do You hide Yourself in times of trouble?
God’s timing dealing with the wicked is not man’s timing. The phrase - times of trouble, also points to a time of Tribulation.\
We often see a wicked person prosper or a proud, arrogant person have some level of success and it brings many Bels to a place of despair or feelings of frustration…yet we do not know the whole story.
In God’s timing He deals with everything and many times we may not see what type of misery or discipline falls upon the wicked.
God’s silence is not HIS disappearance many times it is HIS effort to wake up Bels and even reach out to Unbels.

Because it is during times of chaos and pain that people wake up to call out for God.

/Psa 10:2 In pride the wicked hotly pursue the afflicted; Let them be caught in the plots which they have devised.\
Notice how pride seeks out the avenue of least resistance…it seeks to prey on the weak or looks for injury as an opening.\
GAV-AH is that Hebrew word for pride the root word itself speaks to a swelling up or growing…which means this is a form of arrogant pride that balloons up out of control.
Pride left to grow which it will always grow if it is not reigned in quickly… becomes very destructive not just to self but it attacks others and it is keen on preying on the weak.    REPEAT

In order for a proud person to stay on top they frequently have to set traps.
This can be done, verbally…. physically or mentally against others so the proud person remains in a position of strength. 

The proud person becomes insecure once someone in their periphery challenges them or appears to be on equal footing with them.

Think about how the Scribes and Pharisees would always play word games with TLJC …they did it in public to see if they could make HIM look bad in front of others…to discredit and undercut His authority and break apart HIS following. 
/Psa 10:3 For the wicked boasts of his heart’s desire, and the greedy man curses and spurns (na'ats) the LORD.
Pride brings forth sins of the tongue in many realms, lying, boasting, gossip, maligning. To spurn speaks to rejection due to contempt for something or someone.\
NAH-ATS is a strong word which we can say is blasphemy against the Lord. 
You also see pride is lumped in with greed because the proud person really becomes a selfish person, once that pride has taken a strong root. 
REPEAT
This is a call for the justice of God.
This is what a Bel looks at in the cosmic system all around and sees this attitude in people…yet we know GOD will deal with all things in HIS timing;

/"There are none who will dispute the justice of God, when He shall hang every Haman on his own gallows, and cast all the enemies of his Daniels into their own den of lions." Charles Spurgeon\
God will deal with the wicked and pride filled hearts of all people! 
It is in scripture concerning judgement and even what has already happened toward the fallen angels…they are no longer under God’s protection.
They have made their choice they chose not to repent from rebellion in eternity past.
/Psa 10:4 The wicked, in the haughtiness (gobahh) of his countenance, does not seek Him. All his thoughts are, “There is no God.”
Gobahh – is a determined mind that is from self-reliance, power or authority above others. This is having no concern, or respect for God at all. \
I’m my own man…my own woman
GO-VACH is a sense in the heart that you are high above…that you have a thought or belief that you stand in a position of authority not from GOD, but self…self- reliance. 
Have you ever heard the term - delusions of grandeur? 
That would be one way to explain this Hebrew word…GO-VACH.
ELABORATE
The MA sin of pride is a blinding factor in why so many Unbels never give themselves over to TLJC. 
And it is a huge stumbling block for a Bel trying to get back to God after falling away.
As we can see there is an element of Satan wrapped up in this…so much so that as I told you, some scholars believe this is describing the future antichrist of the Tribulation. 
/Psa 10:5 His ways prosper at all times; Your judgments are on high, out of his sight; As for all his adversaries, he snorts at them.
God’s judgments may appear late or absent yet they are above the human I.Q. therefore they are divine in their timing and implementation.\ 
Though David is calling for justice, he realizes God is in control and the wicked only prosper for a period of time that God allows.
Notice, arrogance and the prideful spirit looks down upon others.
POO-ACH is the Hebrew verb to snort at someone - really speaks to those sins of the tongue again. Hateful speech and lies directed at another person it also holds the connotation of scoffing at someone as you look down upon them.
REPEAT
/Psa 10:6 He says to himself, “I will not be moved; Throughout all generations I will not be in adversity.”
This is the stubborn pride that will not acknowledge wrongful behaviors nor does it bow to any authority but its own!\      REBELLIOUS TEEN!
It is the epitome of blind pride…it accepts no fault nor does it seek forgiveness and even when confronted with authority or an enemy it is will not acknowledge that it can be disciplined or conquered.       REPEAT

Keep in mind the antichrist in all this as well…the man completely possessed by Satan himself in the end times who rises to power above everyone else.

/Psa 10:7 His mouth is full of curses and deceit and oppression; Under his tongue is mischief and wickedness.
Pride always brings about sins of the tongue sooner or later. It finds comfort in deception & cruelty because it dwells in these sins for so long.\
Anyone can comfortable with sins and even criminal behavior once they continually live in it for a period of time.
Most murders and gangsters always say after the first murder it became easier.

The proud person will put themselves in the midst of controversy and stirring up mischief because the end result is confusion and pain for others which places the proud person in the seat of power over everyone else. 
VICTORY is the goal by any means necessary!
/Psa 10:8 He sits in the lurking places of the villages; In the hiding places he kills the innocent; His eyes stealthily watch for the unfortunate.
Pride leads to a sneaky lifestyle of always watching for an opening to promote self over others, to damage or control those who are weaker than you.\
There is the sense of covert action here in verse 8 because pride will bring a person to start to become sneaky and look for weakness to control or attack people. Pride looks to control or destroy the weak and attack anyone or anything that may challenge it in the future. 

This carries into verse 9 in the same vain;
/Psa 10:9 He lurks in a hiding place as a lion in his lair; He lurks to catch the afflicted; He catches the afflicted when he draws him into his net.
The level of deceit and lies that a proud person will resort to maintain power and admiration is vicious and has no boundaries.\
Remember what I said… once blind pride has taken over...the attitude of;
 the end justifies the means – becomes that proud person’s battle cry.
/Psa 10:10 He crouches, he bows down, and the unfortunate fall by his mighty ones.
Again, we see the innocent and the weak are key targets for the prideful OSN.\
Weak people are easily manipulated by the proud individual and they end up being used and set up, then discarded once the proud person is done with them.  REPEAT
/Psa 10:11 He says to himself, “God has forgotten; He has hidden His face; He will never see it.”
It is blind pride that leads a person to think they can escape the justice and righteousness of God.\
The proud person thinks God will ignore their choices & actions, but take everyone else’s into account.
Partially because they don’t really believe in God to begin with…they don’t care!

Now from verse 12 until the end of verse 18 we see the prayer for vindication.

The prayer for vindication is focused on God’s mighty hand of justice.

/Psa 10:12 Arise, O LORD; O God, lift up Your hand. Do not forget the afflicted. 13 Why has the wicked spurned God? He has said to himself, “You will not require it.”\
The wicked act as if there is no God…that there will never be a final judgment… that they can live opposition of what God has called for us all to live in.

Unbels and the wicked Bels who live a lifestyle of pride think because God is long suffering and HE doesn’t immediately strike down a wicked person that they will never answer for their evil ways.    DON’T BE FOOLED!!!
/Psa 10:14 You have seen it, for You have beheld mischief and vexation to take it into Your hand. The unfortunate commits himself to You; You have been the helper of the orphan. 15 Break the arm of the wicked and the evildoer, seek out his wickedness until You find none.\

This falls under an imprecatory prayer. Praying for the fall and destruction of an enemy.
(PSA 58  DAVID  shatter teeth in their mouth.)
It is only valid during the OT scriptures concerning the battle prayers against enemies. 
/Psa 10:16 The LORD is King forever and ever; Nations have perished from His land. 17 O LORD, You have heard the desire of the humble; You will strengthen their heart, You will incline Your ear\
God will not ignore the cries of His chosen people. 
God will not forget about HIS children.
TLJC is not an abusive husband…HE will vindicate all of us in HIS timing!
/Psa 10:18 To vindicate the orphan and the oppressed, so that man who is of the earth will no longer cause terror.
Speaking to the future antichrist as well as the wicked Unbels who have attacked and manipulated Bels time and time again throughout history.\

As we close we will look at what we have gained so far in this series…and probably by the next lesson or the one after that we will close this out.

/Pride wears many hats and it is never left on its own, counterparts and other sin patterns follow pride once it has established itself within the soul structure. Jealousy, selfishness, sins of the tongue, bitterness, cruelty are just a few that follow which can ultimately lead to violence & criminal insanity.\

/Pride can fit comfortable in the disguise of kindness or even humility until it faces pressure and challenges, then it will begin to reveal it’s ugly nature. Competing and comparing will arise first in one realm or another. This may surface verbally or even mentally and appear innocent at first.\

/Pride can make a person change over the course of time from one who cared for others into one who crushes anyone or anything that gets in its path. It can be deadly serious in its desire for power, approbation or wealth. It will promote cunning skills in the area of deception and manipulation.\ 

/Pride left unchecked is never satisfied, rarely remorseful and always out for number one! It is the attitude of Satan that says I WILL raise myself up to god-like status and I WILL gain the glory and put the emphasis on self.\

You know what God’s view is on mankind left to themselves…the OSN in control of the human soul. 
/ Jer 17:9 “The heart is more deceitful than all else And is desperately sick;
Who can understand it?\

