2Thess #58
Children of darkness

What we have studied last lesson has given us greater insight into the fact that counterfeits and lies are certainly key weapons inside the realm of Satan’s power and strategies.
Our continuing study from 2Thess chapter two - the mystery of lawlessness, is the series we are in now.

It should have also become painfully apparent in the past few weeks, that willing agents of Satan as well as seeds of Satan and the fallen angels are a reality in the world we live.

As far as the seeds of Satan and the fallen angels we have evidence of Nephilim before and after the flood.

There is no definitive point where they were ever completely wiped off the map. There may be more evidence that over time, they were minimized in actual physical size and numbers and even forced into forms of exile or hiding. 

Also, evidence that perhaps they attempted to remain intermingled amongst themselves and possibly only intermingling with agents of Satan.

This would again emphasis great detail into bloodlines and family genealogies. 

Sometime down the road I will give you some historic examples and possibilities as to what happened to the dwindling breed of the Nephilim bloodline.

Most of that does fall under critical thinking and deeper speculation, so for now we need to focus on the willing agents of Satan that have carried on throughout history. 
/There is strong evidence that the Nephilim bloodline which was first intermingled among the sons and daughters of Cain, infected the whole earth before the flood. Leaving Noah and his sons as the only pure blood human beings available. This in turn brings into question about the wives of Noah’s sons. Clearly within the household of Ham there was a satanic infection from his wife.\

It is possible that Japheth’s wife also was from a tainted bloodline – what we do know is Shem brought forth the line of The Lord Jesus Christ.
Therefore, the line of Shem had some level of protection, perhaps not every one of his offspring - but a certain lineage in Shem’s genealogy were pure humanity. 
Pick it up today in Matthew chapter 13.

/The offspring of Canaan and Cush (Nimrod) produced the first evidence of Satan’s agenda in the new world after the flood. The attack began in the original garden and then continued with Cain, it would now multiply and morph into several new avenues with many of the offspring of Cain still heavily involved. Man made religion and corrupt leadership would become the new angle added into the arsenal of lies and counterfeits.\
This began right at the tower of babel and actually prior to the building of it, when Nimrod the Nephilim, a feared warrior-king, began to dominate the landscape.

We will look into this - probably beginning in the next lesson, right now, let us focus on the agents of Satan and how they conceal and counterfeit themselves into religious systems. 

Now as with most of the parables of our Lord in this section of Matthew chapter 13, there are strong references to the Tribulation period.
Yet there are layers or dual meanings wrapped up within some of these parables and the ‘WHEAT and the TARES’ is one of them.

/Mat 13:36 Then He left the crowds and went into the house. And His disciples came to Him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.”

This parable not only points out the coming Tribulation and what will unfold in the 7 years. But also, the build-up during the Church age can be seen in this as well.\
Remember Satan’s stealth and subtle approach in the Garden – he knows this works and he often uses the same tactics only from a new angle. 
Mat 13:37 And He said, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man,

This is a hard reminder that there are only two camps in this world – two types of people….. Bels or Unbels.
Satan wants you to have an illusion of independence from God and independence from his system - but it is a lie.
/Mat 13:38 and the field is the world; and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and the weeds are the sons of the evil one;

Weeds (tares) look almost identical to wheat for the untrained eye. They do not grow as tall and they give off a toxic seed (darnel). As they grow they strangle out roots of the healthy wheat.\
Interestingly enough, you often can not even tell the damage they do to healthy wheat because it is underground.

The method was usually to separate the wheat from tares on the threshing floor so as not to rip up a good crop because of these weeds.
The American theologian Marvin Vincent put it like this;
/The tares- “are the children of the wicked one. Here is the character of sinners, hypocrites, and all profane and wicked people. They are the children of the devil, as a wicked one. Though they do not own his name, yet they bear his image, do his lusts, and from him they have their education; he rules over them, he works in them,”
                                Marvin Vincent, 1888\
Mat 13:39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels.
This speaks to the 2nd Advent of Christ.

Yet the counterfeits have been implemented all along in human history.

Mat 13:40 “So just as the weeds are gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the age.

What you must come to realize is that the fallen angels have mastered the art of counterfeiting. 
There are false teachers, false Christians, false doctrine and there is also false brethren as far back as the formation of Israel and before that historic point.
The genealogy between Seth and Cain’s offspring shows us counterfeits.

There is a false church of Jesus Christ and there is a Synagogue of Satan.

Everyone is not who them seem to be and everything is not always what it appears to be on the surface.  
                      REPEAT
Nothing new under the sun as King Solomon discovered. 
/Rev 2:9 ‘I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich), and the  slander by those who say they are Jews, and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.

Buildings where solemn Jewish assemblies are held. Synagogues seem to date their origin from the Babylonian exile.\
What you will find is that from the captivity in Babylon there came forth a great many counterfeit rituals and even counterfeit Jews.
The first version of the Talmud came out of Babylon captivity. 
The foundation laid by Nimrod which we will dive into probably next lesson, was instrumental in infiltrating religion and dark practices even within the walls of religious systems still standing today. 
This will become very apparent as we close in on the end times. 

In the first few chapters of Revelation there is a distinct set of teachings and warnings for the Church age.
Until chapter four when the Apostle John is called up as a rapture into the heavenly doorway – the first 3 chapters highlight the CA.

/Rev 3:9 Behold, I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie—I will make them come and bow down before your feet, and make them know that I have loved you.\
The infiltration into God’s people and God’s plan started in the garden and it continued into the nation of Israel and into the CA.

Jump over to 1John chapter three.
We are going to read two chapters of scriptures that are clearly calling out people who are not who they claimed to be.
We will close today reading the words of Jesus in John chapter 8 RF, after first reading 1John 3.

/Act 13:10 and said, “You who are full of all deceit and fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not stop making crooked the straight ways of the Lord?

The Apostle Paul was calling out a false prophet who dabbled in dark arts – he was not who he said he was. He was given an opportunity for salvation, no matter who he was.\

No matter what your lifestyle – even if you have been a phony or not who you claimed to be, you can come to Christ.

Even an agent of Satan can have eternal security. If they turn and recognize they are a sinner in need of the true MESSIAH – The Lord Jesus Christ.

It was never a trivial statement, when TLJC or HIS apostles called a person out publicly as a child of darkness.

The language they used in a public reprimand, was designed to let the person know – that they knew, exactly who they were.
/Jhn 6:70 Jesus answered them, “Did I Myself not choose you, the twelve? And yet one of you is a devil.”

Judas Iscariot was a willing agent for Satan. This was never a statement that Jesus or HIS apostles used unless it was factual.\ 

1Jhn 3:8 the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil.
/1Jo 3:9 No one who has been born of God practices sin, because His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin continually, because he has been born of God.

The way this is written in the original context, is strongly suggesting (present tense) that no true Bel can abide in sin continually.\

The fact is a Bel who lives a lifestyle of sin with no repentance in their soul, will break down mentally and physically at some point. Either that, or they were never saved to begin with – a counterfeit Christian.
                                REPEAT
/1Jo 3:10 By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother and sister.

The true nature of Christ (righteousness) operates from virtue love, when it is covered in sin habitually the Spirit grieves and MA sins multiple.\ 
1Jo 3:11 For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we are to love one another;
/1Jo 3:12 not as Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. And for what reason did he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil, but his brother’s were righteous.

Cain was a willing agent of Satan. Cain’s offspring became involved in becoming seeds of Satan.\
1Jo 3:13 Do not be surprised, brothers and sisters, if the world hates you.

We will close simply reading John chapter 8 and we will pick it up there next message;
/Jhn 8:38 “I speak of the things which I have seen with My Father; therefore you also do the things which you heard from your father.”

Jesus may well have been pointing back into Gen 3:15, the original declaration of the seed war.\
Jhn 8:39 They answered and said to Him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you are Abraham’s children, do the deeds of Abraham.
Jesus was very blunt and using some divine sarcasm, to publicly call out some of the Pharisees, Scribes and Sadducees.
 
/Jhn 8:40 “But as it is, you are seeking to kill Me, a Man who has told you the truth, which I heard from God; this Abraham did not do.

The majority of the Sanhedrin were arrogant and useful pawns of Satan. Some were willing agents and a few may have been direct seeds of Satan.\ 
They were not from the line of Abraham, they were not true Jews.

Jhn 8:41 “You are doing the deeds of your father.” They said to Him, “We were not born as a result of sexual immorality; we have one Father: God.”
Notice they try to dig at Jesus who they recognize was not born as Jospeh’s true son. 

Jhn 8:42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I came forth from God and am here; for I have not even come on My own, but He sent Me.

/Jhn 8:43 “Why do you not understand what I am saying? It is because you cannot listen to My word. 44 “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he tells a lie, he speaks from his own nature, because he is a liar and the father of lies.\
Jhn 8:45 “But because I say the truth, you do not believe Me.

The truth of the mind of Christ is rejected and spurned by Satan and the fallen angels.

The Nephilim before the flood were loyal to their fathers, the fallen angels – they rejected the truth which Enoch and then Noah were preaching. 

