Mat 77
????????
There are Unbels and negative Bels that may blend right into a doctrinal church for a long period of time.
They may even appear to be great Bels who you fellowship with regularly but eventually you will see through the façade if you grow up spiritually. 

Mat 8:16 When evening came, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed; and He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were ill.
Mat 8:17 This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: “HE HIMSELF TOOK OUR INFIRMITIES AND CARRIED AWAY OUR DISEASES.”
Mat 8:18 Now when Jesus saw a crowd around Him, He gave orders to depart to the other side of the sea.
/Mat 8:19 Then a scribe came and said to Him, “Teacher (didaskalos), I will follow You wherever You go.”
Teacher, religious leader, doctor or instructor.\
DEE-DOSS-CO-LOSS
Right off the bat we have an approach from an intellectual Scribe who starts his conversation with the Lord by addressing Him as a common teacher…yes a title of respect, but not recognition of His divine authority as the centurion did.
Mat 8:20 Jesus said to him, “The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”
Mat 8:21 Another of the disciples said to Him, “Lord, permit me first to go and bury my father.”
Mat 8:22 But Jesus said to him, “Follow Me, and allow the dead to bury their own dead.”
Mat 8:23 When He got into the boat, His disciples followed Him.

This means many were excluded because the boat was probably a fishing vessel which held about 18 to 25 men at the most…those fishing boats were about 25 feet long and about 6 or 7 feet wide. The insinuation in this is that these two men who approached TLJC faded away into the background quickly.
This Scribe is part of the upper echelon of the religious machine connected to the temple and working with the Pharisees and Sadducees. 
So we see the Scribe approach in a manner that he would approach a Pharisee or a community leader.
 /Mat 8:19 – how it was written in the future tense in the 3rd Class Condition - wherever you go- (but I know that you won’t) I will follow you. The Scribe is interested in the large crowd and is certain this teacher is onto something special, therefore he will stick around with him.\
This is why when our Lord says I have no- where to lay my head…Jesus reference to the foxes and birds because it is God who supplies their needs and TLJC in His humanity is completely dependent upon the logistical grace of God the Father.
/Mat 8:20 Jesus said to him, “The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”
This recognition & benefit you seek to attach yourself with is not what you think!\
This Scribe was nothing but a highly educated, religious zealot who got impressed by the crowds and miracles and wanted to be a part of the movement for his own benefit.

Jesus wasn’t going to stick around just for admiration and large crowds to see how He could elevate Himself and possibly gain greater wealth or power.

Jesus came into this world completely dependent upon the plan of God to unfold as He knew it would.
/Luk 2:7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.\
God supplied everything baby Jesus needed to survive, but it was never  glamorous, or considered a wealthy lifestyle by human standards. 
Now we have one of the legalistic, intelligent crowd stepping up because the popularity of the Lord is exciting and appears to be an avenue that will be very fruitful.

This Scribe is pretty certain in his statement from the original text, that TLJC will stick around and reap a benefit from the popular movement. 

Not much different than what many men do today in trying to fill up stadiums and get into the media spotlight. It’s a form of greed and power lust at its core. 
Little does he know in that moment that TLJC is already getting ready to get some much needed rest and move on to another area to teach the word.
Then we see the second person approach again filled with excitement but very little knowledge. 
/Mat 8:21 Another of the disciples said to Him, “Lord, permit me first to go and bury my father.”\
This man appears to be a Bel and someone who has followed Jesus since the Sermon on the Mount we simply do not know…because these scriptures cover a vast amount of weeks and months. 
It is TLJC life condensed into paragraphs so never lose sight of that.
Mat 8:22 But Jesus said to him, “Follow Me, and allow the dead to bury their own dead.”
On the surface this could seem like a harsh statement if you do not understand the full context and original language. 
But by all accounts this man’s father was either already dead or in the process of dying so there was nothing that could be done about that situation.
And How Jesus’s response in the original context would be -
/“But Jesus said to him, “Follow me (keep on following Me); and let the (spiritually) dead bury their (physically) dead.”
You are with the Lord right now, the Unbels can’t be brought back and their rituals of death mean nothing, therefore remain steadfast in the plan (with Me).\

 In other words, people who are spiritually dead, unbelievers, think a great deal of a funeral. Jesus is telling them what He thinks of a funeral. It’s nothing. The only good thing about a funeral is that it is an opportunity to preach the gospel. 
A funeral is a ritual of secular society and it is made into a big event of sorrow and trying to pray someone into heaven which is not Biblical. 
And if they are Bels …they are saved for all of eternity! The ritual of a funeral does nothing but tickle human emotions in one realm or another.
/This was a pivotal point for many who had been following Jesus, they witnessed miracles, they had heard the teaching, now it was time to apply the faith!\
When you procrastinate in your walk with God He doesn’t get angry or punish you but His plan will move forward with or without you…in other words that opportunity may only be open for so long and then God will move onto the next Bel. 
/When you state to God in action and words that your relationship with Him comes after you get everything else done on your priority list, He will step aside and give you all the secular distractions and cosmic viewpoint you desire. But His plan will move forward uninterrupted without you. Therefore the loss becomes yours.\
REPEAT
This is why many Bels are not blessed in time with some level of success or health or wealth…because they always have other gods before the one true God. 
What we are also seeing is that lessons taught were now becoming lessons lived!
This is why our Lord said –
/Mat 7:14 For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it.\
That lesson is playing out right in front of the true disciples in that moment when these two men approached our Lord.

As TLJC went into the boat it tells us- “His disciples followed Him.” These are the ones who are born again, they are obedient, they don’t know where they are going or when they will eat their next meal. 
They simply followed the Lord by boarding that fishing vessel. 
Now as many of you know and we will see in the next lesson a storm will overtake them.
And just as a reminder ….this is a fishing environment so there were other boats available if the crowd was really interested in following our Lord.
We don’t know how many boarded the ship but this is more than the twelve. 
Principle: 
/You must be a Bel with a mental attitude of endurance, accepting the plan of God even when it puts you out of your comfort zone. Those Bels who stepped into that boat with Jesus showed great faith & a willingness to endure in the plan of God.\

For suffering in your life to become beneficial, you must step into that boat of faith & willingness toward God. 
The people back in Capernaum do not go through the storm at sea. The storm at sea is for the believers who get in the boat; it is for those who enter into faith-rest, those who are going to grow up, those who get into the Word of God as a lifestyle. 
/Before you can learn anything & grow spiritually from the storms of life. You have to be willing to step into the vessel of faith and have the endurance to stand outside your comfort zone. Not for attention or any gain other than your relationship with God is calling you to do so.\  REPEAT!!!

Turn to 1Corinthians chapter 3 with me as I will get ready to close out this message.

Only those believers who got in the boat had the experience of the storm and benefited by learning many things from it. You rarely learn and grow when you are constantly coddled and given an easy path at every turn.
Those who constantly seek the path of least resistance will never gain greater wisdom or stronger faith.

People who are consumed with the comfort of the here and now and not every being up for a challenge… never grow up.
Apostle Paul was dealing with petty bickering at the church of Corinth as this seemed to be a norm and standard among those Bels.

They struggled with spiritual growth because they loved the exterior religious nonsense instead of the interior spiritual growth of staying in the Word.
They even bickered over who taught them certain lessons which they would then determine that they were more spiritual than the next Bel.
1Co 3:1 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants in Christ.
/1Co 3:2 I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able,\
Paul is telling them just the basic doctrines of salvation and maintaining a relationship with God was all they could handle.
Many Christians grow very little after salvation because they never stay in the word of God with any intensity.
You can tell by how they handle adversity and how enamored they are with religious nonsense.
/1Co 3:3 for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men?\
No difference between the Unbel and this type of Bel.
1Co 3:4 For when one says, “I am of Paul,” and another, “I am of Apollos,” are you not mere men?
1Co 3:5 What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to each one.
1Co 3:6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth.
/1Co 3:7 So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth.\
1Co 3:8 Now he who plants and he who waters are one; but each will receive his own reward according to his own labor.
1Co 3:9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.
It is God who will complete the work in you…but you have to get under the influence and authority of BD. You can’t run when the challenges come and you have to have the faith to endure under pressure.

/Col 2:6 Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,
You received Christ in faith and being in union you now should live in that relationship.\
Faith is a key element in your spiritual walk.
Faith is your root or center it is at your core if you are a true Bel…at times it may fluctuate because we are flawed creatures but it is the anchor you can always grab hold of. 
/Col 2:7 having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.\
You have a foundation now learn to live in it so TLJC thru the power of His word and the filling of the HS can build you up. And maintain that grateful and humble attitude. 
Many Bels peel away after salvation because the world has them so mesmerized and they find comfort in their routines or chasing after whatever brass ring Satan puts in front of them.
/Col 2:8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.\
COL 2:8 - SATAN IS COUNTING ON JUST THAT! 
The philosophy of the world is man- made wisdom…it is deceptive and the cosmic system is designed to keep us confused…chasing after the next big thing & accepting lies as truth.

/The Scribe in (Mat 8:19) represents the intellectual, legalistic person who uses religion or morality as weapon to diminish others all the while only serving their own appetites.\   

They are not true Bels in TLJC and when the heat is turned up they will fade away and it will be exposed that they were nothing but pawns in Satan’s grand scheme. 
Notice one thing… both the Scribe and the disciple in verse 21 we’re caught up in the excitement of the new Messiah…the new message… combined with the healing and miracles is what they found interesting. 
/The Bel who can’t put their relationship with God on top of their priority list will also be exposed because once the excitement wears off and the challenges arise they will peel off from doctrine.\
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the overall plan of God in time…
/There was very little difference between the Scribe and the disciple in Mat 8:19 & 21 but the grace of God still allows the disciple who peeled off to enter His divine Kingdom. The loss of rewards & blessing in time and eternity can’t be regained once we move to far outside God’s plan.\
But at least that disciple has his spot reserved in heaven. 
He will never know how great he could have become in time and what would he have received if he had been able to stand up in time of testing. 

