Mat 166
The Phallic Cult

In our study in Matthew chapter 14 we opened up with an issue that directly forces us to look at sexual sins.

Guess what folks most of us failed in this area in one form or another…amen to that! So just relax and learn some principles you can pass on to your children or grandchildren.

These sins that fall under the study of the Phallic cult. 
I left off with a scripture directed at the church at Corinth which is probably a good place to start because the Apostle Paul had to deal with loose living and sexual sins in this church on more than one occasion.

Corinth was a thriving city with a population of well over a half million people during the time Paul travelled preaching the gospel.

It would be the equivalent of a New York city by today’s standards.

Popular and very cultured. 
/At Corinth, the greatest attraction of all was Venus, the center of the cult of Aphrodite, the Greek word for Venus the goddess of love. There were more temples to Venus in Corinth than in the rest of the ancient world put together. This put an intense focus on sexual pleasures. \

 When one worshipped in the temple of Venus three things were involved. First of all, eating the best food to be found anywhere in the ancient world in the temple restaurants. 

Secondly, drinking the best whiskey to be found at the bars inside the temple. Thirdly, the most beautiful priestesses in any part of the world who served the temple of Aphrodite. It was considered a feast of the senses so that your desires and lusts in all aspects could be fulfilled.
Corinth was a convention town and it was always filled with a floating population with people coming and going.
The order of the day was pleasure… indulgence was easily found everywhere.
/2Cor 12:21 I am afraid that when I come again my God may humiliate me before you, and I may mourn over many of those who have sinned in the past and not repented of the impurity (akatharsia), immorality (porneia) and sensuality (aselgeia) which they have practiced.
These 3 Greek nouns point us to the Phallic Cult.\

ARK-ET-AR-SEE-AH – unclean, used in a sexual sense that points to multiple partners and sexual behavior outside of the marriage bed.
PORN-NEE-AH – were we get our word pornography from is this Greek noun. Often used for prostitution. 
ASS-EL-GUY-AH – sensuality but it runs much deeper than what we call sensuality today.
/ akatharsia – unclean in the sexual sense of multiple partners, orgies or (same sex) any sexual acts outside of marriage. Also, ritualistic sexual practices.
porneia – prostitution, sexual acts for profit or illicit behaviors surrounding sexual perversions.
aselgeia – sensuality in a sexual sense of greediness, desperate similar to addiction or lacking any respect for authority or self-control.\
This is a clear scripture encapsulating the Phallic Cult. 

Both the city of Corinth and the city of Ephesus had temples where prostitution was incorporated into ritual worship. These two plus the one we will cover in the end of this lesson today are the key centers in this region for the Phallic Cult.

Ephesus and Corinth were separated by hundreds of miles across the Aegean Sea. 
Both had been Greek strongholds and dominated by the worship of Greek Gods & Goddesses until the Romans marched in and took them over.
/The Christian walk is interrupted and eventually destroyed by lust patterns running the Bels life. Satan’s tool of sexual lusts and perversions have been incorporated into religions, entertainment, social & educational systems since the original family spread out after the Garden.\
In this series we will note many aspects of the perversions and lust patterns that fall under the Phallic Cult because it shows up everywhere today.
It is in music videos, lyrics of songs….movies and books…many of our leaders in government are tangled up in it, it destroys families and it is saturated in almost everything we do or say today. 
Here in the America it has been a center piece in our society since the 1950’s. 
Turn to Ephesians chapter 4 with me.

/Satan has had success with several weapons since mankind stepped out from the original garden. False religions, cosmic distractions, greed (power & wealth), the theory of evolution and sexual perversion, have all been incredibly powerful weapons for his army. Because they work in distracting & destroying both the Bel & Unbel lives.\
The more the Bel wakes up to these types of satanic weapons the less they will be fooled or dragged away at some point by them.  
 REPEAT
Now Paul had two areas were this sexual worship was prevalent during his ministry….Corinth & Ephesus. 
/The Temple of Artemis (Diana) in Ephesus was one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. Supported by 127 ionic columns, each towering 60 feet tall, the temple covered an area 130 x 60 yards, making it four times larger than the Parthenon in Athens. It housed religious prostitutes by the hundreds.\
Artemis, in Greek religion, the goddess of wild animals, the hunt, and vegetation, and of chastity and childbirth; she was identified by the Romans with Diana. 
Artemis was said to be the daughter of Zeus and Leto and the twin sister of Apollo. 
Some cult researchers consider Satan to be Zeus or perhaps a high ranking fallen angel just under Satan was the ancient god called Zeus.

There is a lot of interesting speculation and information floating around out there on this subject…but each of us will have to wait until we are face to face with the Lord to get some of those answers. 

Eph 4:17 So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind,
Walk is in the Greek present tense means continue…habitual.
Eph 4:18 being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart;
/Eph 4:19 and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness.
(Same two nouns used in 2Corn 12:21)\
There is a greedy desire that has overtaken them. You will see greed associated with lust patterns because this speaks to the out of control nature of these lust patterns and how they drive the desire for more stimulation over time.   REPEAT
Jump ahead to Eph chapter 5 as we note the principles and the signs and symbols of the Phallic cult.

/Anytime a Bel is wrapped up in thoughts & actions that are contrary to Biblical standards they risk falling into a pattern that can ignite addictions and lust patterns that will ingrain a cycle into their soul structure. This not only becomes difficult to break, it will form a worship system that the Bible categorizes as a false idol.\ 

What the Apostle Paul is addressing to the church at Ephesus is similar to what he did with the church at Corinth.
You have a group of people living and working in an area that is rich with sensuality and temptation. 
How the relationships between men and women develop for these Christians and the distractions all around them were of great importance to Paul. 
Keep that in the context of what Paul is teaching.
Eph 5:1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; 2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.
/Eph 5:3 But immorality or any impurity or greed must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints;
Contrary to what some may think a Bel’s action speak to their level of spiritual maturity and in some cases whether they are even born again or not.\ 
Eph 5:4 and there must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks.
This highlights a grateful nature that all Bels should have. This scripture doesn’t mean you lose your sense of humor or become a spiritual police officer in someone’s life…be very careful you don’t become a Pharisee after salvation.
REPEAT
BE WHO GOD MADE YOU – best version!

ELABORATE
This is simply telling the Bel that the vulgar speech and rude jokes by the Unbels and those in that area of Ephesus who were affiliated with prostitution, whether it was the pimps of the ancient world or those who participated in the sexual rituals themselves…Paul says don’t think it’s all playful fun & jokes, it is something the Bels need to avoid.
/Eph 5:5 For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.
The emphasis is on lifestyle (idolatry) meaning they do not worship God and have no union with Christ.\
This is not a scripture to tell us we can lose our salvation but that the Unbels in that area of Ephesus can have a profoundly negative effect on the Bels that have sat under Paul’s teaching.
That word idolater – I-DO-ALOT-TRACE, means someone who is actively worshipping or bowing down to a god. 

Eph 5:6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. (UNBELS)
Paul goes on to say;
Therefore, no longer associate with those who continue in this manner of life.
As you grow spiritually it becomes much more difficult to sit and discuss cosmic viewpoint and agree with what you know is inaccurate and goes against the word of God.
At least it should if you are growing.
Turn to Revelation chapter two.
/Bels who associate with Unbels that scoff at Biblical knowledge and make light of sexual immortality or lifestyles opposed to God’s divine institutions will become influenced by that crowd. We can only have one God and those who cling too or dedicate themselves to another god/idol will have a negative effect on the Bel who consistently absorbs that communication.\

Remember your mind is like a computer…intake and out-take, what you feed into it will calculate what comes out of it later on.

The seven churches mention in Revelation have layers of information and meaning within them…what I want to note for this study is the church at Pergamum.
Rev 2:12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: The One who has the sharp two-edged sword says this:
/Rev 2:13 ‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is; and you hold fast My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.\
I know where you dwell - tells us TLJC knew in eternity past everything and everyone and every outcome.
This Antipas is not the Herod Antipas we know from Matthew 14…this was a dedicated and loyal pastor who was killed…he was a martyred. 
Also, the statement that this was a dwelling place for Satan was a statement of fact in how it is written in the original Greek context.
The throne is probably related to the famous altar of Zeus in Pergamos. 

This pastor, Antipas stood strong in the word and taught BD in an area saturated with false idols and the phallic cult system.

/Rev 2:14 But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of immorality.  \
Balaam represents the teachers who do things for profit and the greed behind many pulpits and teachers…what motivates them is wealth and power. 

[bookmark: _Hlk39668316]/The throne is probably related to the famous altar of Zeus in Pergamos (Turkey). There was in Pergamos a tremendous amount of idolatry and therefore this is where Satan’s throne was. The phallic cult, emperor worship, all of these things are a part of the standards of the cosmic system.\
Emperor worship is similar to what people do today with celebrities and some political figures. 

The priests from the medical temple were the ones responsible for killing this pastor-teacher mentioned in Rev chapter 2.
He may only seem like a footnote here in this Bible study but he led a group of positive Bels who lived in an area saturated with demonic influence.
AES-CUL-IP-SUS
/The priests of the (medical) temple of Aesculapius became antagonistic toward Antipas (Antipater), and under the cover of Caesar Domitian (A.D. 81-96) persecution they seized him and put him inside of a brass bull, which they heated up and roasted him to death. This temple is known by its symbol today in the medical field, of the serpent wrapped around the pole.\
AS-CULP-SUS was the Greek god of medicine or healing the son of Apollo.
Most likely a fallen angel or the offspring of a fallen angel…known as a Nephilim. 

Though there was an emphasis on herbal medicine and natural healing taught in this temple it was also under a system of satanic worship as well.
These priests were involved in a satanic worship of the serpent of old…
This was intertwined with the false use of the bronze serpent Moses held up for healing in Numbers chapter 21.
REPEAT
/Satan always takes what God creates or the word of God and twists it to his advantage as distractions for his cosmic system. Very early on mankind (700 B.C.) developed a worship of the satanic serpent between the serpent (Satan) of the original Garden and what Moses had used for healing purposes to represent the coming Cross of Christ (Num 21).\
This led into Greek & Roman cultures later on.

As I always mention, these false gods have a root somewhere in historic truth that leads us to look at fallen angels and their role in religion and false worship systems. 


/Rev 2:13 – the throne of Satan, may be looked upon as an actual seat, one of many that Satan himself occupied at some historic point. The temple of Zeus would have represented the father of all gods and this section of the city was ripe with sexual worship (Phallic Cult). Zeus is a Greek name, there are many that date back further such as Baal, El, Moloch etc.\
This shows us a direct connection to the fact that anywhere Satan is allowed to spread his wings becomes an area that is saturated with sexual lust patterns and perversions that led mankind astray from the actual relationship that God intended between the man and woman.
REPEAT
/Rev 2:13 - you hold fast My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one
This pastor led a group of positive Bels in the center of a city engulfed in satanic influence, possibly where Satan himself had direct contact in one form or another (possession). They thrived & survived because God’s wall of fire sustained them, even in this ungodly environment.\ 
Now eventually the satanic priest cult of the temple of medicine got to him and he died a martyr’s death…cooked alive in a brass oven. 
But none the less this showed Satan and his fallen angels that nothing can stop the spread of BD, and that God will protect a select group of positive Bels even in the midst of evil on every side.
Keep in mind to have your name mentioned once in the word of God means you are HALL OF FAME material. 
ELABOATE

As we close let us note some principles;
/When Satan has inundated an area, whether it is a family, church or a nation there will be elements of the Phallic cult at work that are often masked or slightly veiled but eventually they will surface as the pure evil and its agenda finally root themselves into the cycles of daily life.\

Satan and his fallen army have been around millions of years and concerning the human race, thousands of years so they are patient. 

/Satanic evil is willing to play the long game though it is antagonized by truth (Bible Doctrine), it has developed expert skills of covering up and dealing with the painful light of God’s word. It has survived so long because it is similar to a snake in that it is crafty and difficult to trap.\

/By the time a perversion is revealed or the Phallic cult is exposed it is usually too late concerning victims and the damage done. When it is blatantly evident it is because Satan has already established his temple and has many followers. At that point only a divine intervention can cleanse the evil, such as a flood (Gen 6 – 7).\
Think about some of the large churches and sexual scandals that engulf spiritual leaders or political leaders….by the time it is visible there are already a long list of victims or the evil itself has been entrenched for so long it only now gets noticed because it spilled over into the public.
/The Bels relationship with Jesus Christ (Bible) and just how serious that becomes will determine if they either have a wall of fire around them or if they are able to wash this evil from their lives if needed, it all comes down to priorities in their lives.\ 

/Wherever Satan establishes a throne in real time or the spiritual sense what follows is a distortion of God’s original design that will appear similar and innocent at first glance. Yet over time it will develop into an evil that will corrupt and destroy anything in its periphery.\




