Mat 220
Satan created religion as the counterfeit to Christianity

Turn in your Bibles to Matthew chapter 16 we will pick it up there but we are going to jump ahead a few verses for the sake of this study. It will be to cover an extremely important principle pertaining to one of the most popular and wealthy religions in the world.

We will be looking at Matt 16:18


We are going to continue in this series which is really a deeper history lesson than many of you may have ever dug into before. 
But it will be a real wake up for those who never understood how religion and denominations began to splinter off in so many directions.
So far in this series I think you have seen that…
/Between Judaism & the Gnostics who dabbled in Greek philosophy and oriental mysticism we have a set of religious norms and standards, belief systems that would go on to influence the world for years to come. Works and good deeds, rituals, secular knowledge and the elevation of spiritual beings (angels or the after-life). God as a singular deity who is distant and punitive if we are not pure & virtuous. Also, the mixing and matching of religious systems.\
These became common practices, strong beliefs by the end of the first century and moving forward.

The powerhouse that became the Church of England in the medieval times (12 to 15 century) can be traced back to the original Roman Empire when Christianity spread into the Roman province of Britain. 

Through the influences of Saint Alban, St. Illtud, St. Ninian, St. Patrick and later, St. Augustine, St. Aidan and St. Cuthbert, the Church of England developed, acknowledging the authority of the Pope until the division of the Reformation in the 16th century. 

Now these Saints, which most date back anywhere from 500 A.D. to 300 A.D. were simply men who stood up for Christian beliefs and were later ‘Sainted’ under one of the Catholic Church’s many leaders. 
They were men who spread the gospel of Christ in the first few centuries. 
Yet the Bible always called all Bels saints.
Now I know I’ll get arguments from some Catholics who stumble on the channel but here are some facts.

/About 120 years after the cross of Christ a movement formed from Christian followers using the term – Catholic, which came from Greek root words meaning - the whole, universal or according to the whole.
Which means to encompass all.\
Its intention was a formation that welcomed others to come in so it probably started with good intentions.

Saint Ignatius of Antioch used the term Catholic church in one of his letters which is dated back around 110 AD. He had been a student under the Apostle John or at least that is what many historians tells us.
It did not give birth to a movement until around the turn of that century.

/The church- ekklēsia (the called out– or chosen assembly) was an assembly of disciples and students of the original Apostles. Trusted teachers and leaders who were following through with the mission of establishing a solid formation of Christianity. There was a separation going into 2nd century and the Catholic movement pushed away from the original Christian church .\
ECK-CLAY-SEE-AH
Now the division was probably satanic influence because scholars and historians differ on reasons but most agree there was influence from Judaism and Gnostics that brought about the division.
Remember as I taught you last lesson – by the 2nd century a strong set of beliefs and spiritual or religious movements that were spin offs were causing conflicts and confusion.
/1Cor 14:33 for God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.
Satan and his army are the ones who cause conflicts, confusion and promote counterfeits.\ 
This may well have been Satan’s first real attempt at destroying the completed canon of scripture and undermining the Cross of Jesus Christ.
His attacks in the OT were against the bloodline of TLJC. 
Now the work of the Cross was complete and the word of God was complete – the attack had to shift.
REPEAT     ELABORATE

/What you have to understand is that in this series you are going to awaken to the fact that true Christianity is a relationship with God that revolves around Bible study (mind of Christ), spiritual growth, prayer and application of HIS word in your life. It is not about a denomination or pseudo spirituality and a works program or rituals.\
Satan infiltrated the early formation of the church.
It is believed by some historians and I stand by this as well – that the spilt happened because the group that later called themselves the Catholic Church, wanted the rituals such as water baptism along with certain established commands from Judaism and new age Gnostic teaching to be incorporated into the Christian church. 

No matter what the cause, and what you may believe personally, this division happened and from that point forward the original Christian church and the Catholic Church split.
With both parties laying claim to be the Church of Jesus Christ. 
Yet we know only one can be accurate.

And so, the two groups part ways and over the next 70 or 80 years they both develop a following.
Both parties work from the original canon of scripture and both claim they are following the teaching of the original Apostles. 
But the strength and growth of the Roman Catholic Church didn’t blossom until the 3rd Century. 

/Contrary to popular belief the Catholic Church formed shortly after Roman Emperor Constantine set up his power base as a church leader around 313 A.D., then later around 440 A.D. we can note one of the first Pope’s come into power, Pope Leo ‘The Great’.\
It would be at this time that the Roman Catholic Church would begin to add to the writings and teaching from the NT.

 The Roman Catholic Church would like for everyone to believe that the Apostle Peter was the first Pope and their church was established through him but this is a false doctrine. 
There is evidence that the Apostle Paul was probably the first to establish a group of Bels in Rome not Peter. 
Matthew chapter 16, verse 18 is one verse they like to hang their hat upon yet it has nothing to do with a man-made religion like Catholicism. 
The Apostles were not Catholic, Baptist or Pentecostal nor any other man-made religion, they were Christians.  

They distortion of Matt 16:18 happens for two reason – first is that the whole conversation is not covered, they cherry picked just Matt 16:18, which is inaccurate concerning what TLJC was talking about. Always read through a chapter before just picking out one scripture – understand what the conversation is about, who it is addressed too and what was the purpose of it. 
Second reason has to do with misinterpretation of the original language. 
Pick it up in verse 13;
/Mat 16:13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”
This is a key element as to the answer in verse 18.\
Verse 18 where the Catholics teach Peter became the first pope is taken out of context.
Mat 16:15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
Mat 16:14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.”
/Matt 16:18 I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.\
   Once again we come to a scripture twisted out of context. Jesus Christ had just finished asking His disciples who they believe He was in verses 14 and 15. Peter is the one who answered in verse 17…stating; The Messiah, Son of the living God. Jesus then goes onto call Peter - PET-ROSS.
/Mat 16:18 - Peter (PETROS) masculine noun, the rock or stone. Jesus continues with saying, and upon this rock (PETRA) a feminine noun, large boulder or massive rock of who I AM, who you just said I am (verse 16 – the Messiah, Son of God) I will build my church.\
Meaning Jesus was using a play on words concerning what He was teaching. 
In essence Jesus Christ said you are my rock, (strong stone) but upon the rock (greater strength and size) of this doctrine that I am the Messiah (faith alone in Christ alone) is the foundation of the future church. 
Peter is only a chip or stone from the original massive rock TLJC. 
This scripture is also highlighting a future tense as it goes into verse 19 and speaks of the keys of the kingdom.

Telling them what was to come when the Holy Spirit would come upon the church in the day of Pentecost. 

What we have is one scripture misinterpreted and a man-made religion instituted hundreds of years after Christ had already established Christianity upon that Cross at Calvary.
                                                             
Knowing the history of certain religious belief systems is going to help shape the picture for you as a Bel to accept what true Christianity is all about. 

Though this may sting those who follow Roman Catholic Church Doctrine, I’m going to list a few core beliefs that are not found in true Christianity as well as the dates they were set into place.
This should bring into question why God would allow hundreds of years to pass as core principles were hidden for many generations. 
/If Catholic Doctrines hold the truth why did God not establish the church itself until almost 400 years after Christ went to the cross? Why does the Bible explicitly warn us not to add too or take from the word (Rev 22:18, Deu 4:2), yet the Catholic leadership has done this since its earliest foundation.\

   Nowhere in the original scriptures can we find a place called purgatory. 
This seems to be a holding cell where the dead go to await prayers in order to get into heaven. 
The Catholic Church purposely kept the Bible shrouded and out of reach from the common folks.
/The Catholic Doctrine of Purgatory was established around 593 A.D. by Gregory 1st. The teaching of the word of God was ordained for men with a spiritual gift so that they could bring Bible knowledge to an understandable level for anyone who is interested. Yet in 600 A.D. Gregory 1st implemented that only the Latin language be used for worship and prayer.\
At a much later date (1229) the Bible was forbidden to layman or any common folks by the Council of Toulouse. 
That means all Bels who are Bel priests have to go through Catholic leadership to understand their Bible. 
/Also, around 600 A.D. the Roman Catholic Church began directing prayers to Mary, angels and dead saints. The kissing of the Pope’s foot began with Pope Constantine in 709 A.D. and about a hundred years after that, Holy Water and the worship of Joseph was introduced.\
Basically, from the time the Roman Catholic Church became fully established and recognized by 400 A.D. they added in their own doctrines and rituals. 
/Somewhere close to 990 A.D. Pope John XV (15th ) ushered in the writings of dead saints into their scriptures. Fasting on Friday and Lent came not long after that and by 1079 Pope Gregory VII (7th ) introduced celibacy into the religious rituals and lifestyles.\

 The next few rituals followed over about a hundred years or more cover praying with rosary beads, confession of sins to a priest and the Inquisition. 

/By the early 1500’s the Seven Sacraments had been added, the Communion Cup was forbidden to anyone except church leaders, the Jesuit order was founded and Catholic Doctrine and tradition was declared of equal authority with the Bible by the Council of Trent. This same council added the Apocryphal books by 1546.\
 I hope you are getting the picture on the Roman Catholic Church.
There is information I have studied and many people with much greater resources and intellect than I have, also have studied and proven over the years that the branch of the RCC known as the Jesuit Order is an arm of the illuminati.
/The Jesuit Order grew out of Spain and was quickly infiltrated by wealthy and organized men with agendas for power and wealth. Ignatius Loyola was the priest who was a spiritual advisor to a handful of these very wealthy and evil men who had great influence within the Jesuit Order. By the late 1600’s it became a cult like sect with overwhelming influence inside the Catholic religion.\ 
There are accusations and information that point to a satanic order within the inner circle that dabbled even deeper into Gnostic beliefs and brought back Egyptian & Babylonian rituals and teachings revolving around the dark arts. 
If any of you have heard of the English scholar named Allister Crowley who helped promote the satanic Bible there are connections to his teachings and the Jesuit Order as well.
Meaning they both interacted and influenced one another. 
Again, I remind my followers these studies are not designed to criticize a religion or denomination but we have to be hungry for the truth we need to be enlightened so we are not led astray.

 The purpose of this enlightenment is two-fold; first it is to show you what happens when men interfere with the plan of God, especially altering scripture and adding works too it. Secondly is to give you a history lesson on the most powerful religious system in the world.

/Religious denominations have created division, confusion and anger since their inception, which by the way date back before Jesus Christ (humanity) was born. The reality is that false gods or systems of man-made worship touch back to ancient times.\

 Now the argument that many would have toward this statement is that denominations like Baptist or Catholic along with a few others are simply titles that fall under Christianity. For the sake of time I won’t argue with that because there is some truth in that argument.

 If Jesus Christ is preached as the only savior, the only gospel, the only truth and way to heaven, the one true God then your argument holds up. The problem arises with counterfeit doctrines, works and differing forms of truth, inaccurate scriptural interpretation. 
                 REPEAT
Truth is singular if it is twisted slightly it no longer can be held to the standard of being truth. 
Studying New Testament scriptures you find words like Baptism or Pentecost, but nowhere do you find the Apostle’s setting up a system with a definitive label upon it. 
/The word Catholic doesn’t come into common use until the 2nd Century and actually has a broad meaning with a universal scope to it, embracing the whole so it could begin to house all churches under its growing umbrella.\

 Let me ask another question you should think about, did the Lord Jesus Christ teach varying doctrinal truths, did He have many different systems or works that His disciples needed to master? Or would you say that Jesus Christ was pretty accurate, laser focused and kept His teaching to a narrow margin? 
/Luk 13:24 Strive to enter through the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able.

Mat 7:13 Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. 14 “For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it.\
TLJC is the singular doorway to salvation there is no other name under the heavens that someone can be saved under.
   When peeling back the historic path of the Roman Catholic Church we see doctrines added that are extremely contrary to what the Apostles were establishing, what Jesus Christ had led them to teach. 
First and foremost, they used one twisted scripture in Matthew chapter 16 to lay their church foundation. 
[bookmark: _Hlk50814458]/Satan used a twist on the words of God when enticing the woman in the garden. Satan is the original counterfeiter; one of his key goals is to be like the most High. He is said to be the father of lies, the great deceiver, the prince and power of our atmosphere.\

 People need to wake up concerning fallen angels and their leader Satan, what they believe his agenda to be. Religion is a man-made system that incorporates works, emotionalism, rituals and guidelines that are thinly veiled by Christian principles. 
True spirituality can only come from the purity of God’s Word, unaltered, fully understood from its historical context and languages. 
The Catholic Church banned the reading of the Bible; they added doctrines on top of the original scriptures as well as distorting the truth. Using strictly Latin they made it difficult for anyone other than church leaders to read scripture.

As we close, it is good to recognize men like Martin Luther who stood against the lies of the RCC.
The leader of the great reformation of the 16th century.
 John Wycliffe should be a familiar name if not you need to do some research. This great religious reformer and theologian broke from the Catholic Church (13th century) because he had begun to study scripture from its original languages of Hebrew and Greek. 

He brought out the Bible in its original form and stood against the authority of the Papacy as well as false doctrines that the Roman Catholic Church had incorporated. The Pope was so enraged by his teachings and his translation of the Bible into English; that 44 years after Wycliffe had died, he ordered the bones to be dug-up, crushed, and scattered in the river! 
This Oxford professor was responsible for igniting a whole movement of reformers that broke from the Catholic doctrines; they were ostracized and called Lollards. Which in England was a nickname for the uneducated men who stood against RCC doctrines. 

/Wycliffe’s writings were banned and his followers jailed. In 1401 the Catholic Church which had almost no separation from state used the English Parliament to institute a death penalty, a public burning of anyone who was involved in heresy. Starting in 1407 English Bibles were systematically banned. John Hus, Czech scholar and follower of Wycliffe was burned at the stake in 1415, they used English Bibles to stoke the flames! \

In our recent lessons on arrogance and the blind arrogance that leads to a mental implosion and violence we can see exactly where it leads in this history lesson with John Wycliffe standing against the false doctrines of the RCC.
