James 95
The Age of our Lord Jesus Christ

Open up in Revelation chapter 20 RF. 
Our current study is from the book of James. We have embarked on a very lengthy series on the plan of God and the importance of the doctrine of dispensations.
Which by the way, is under a strong assault in recent years, more so than years in the past.
This has been the key scripture in our recent studies;

/Jam 1:18 In the exercise of His will He gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would be a kind of first fruits among His creatures.

God’s perfect plan from eternity past is seen in the full canon of scripture, within the depth of each age and season of HIS grand design.\

What I have been teaching you is a focus on the four walls of dispensations, with TLJC as the Chief Corner stone. 
We covered the Dispensation of Gentiles, from the original garden into the days of Noah and the tower of babel.
Then we touched on the Age of Israel starting with Abraham who was called out from his family in Genesis chapter 12.
We looked at the Church Age we currently live in which began after the cross of Christ. Now we touch on the final and fourth wall of what I believe represents the doctrine of dispensations. 
THE AGE OF CHRIST, is known as The Millennium reign, or THE KINGDOM AGE.
This is the last dispensation and within my teaching and personal studies I believe the fourth wall of completion of dispensationalism. 
The Chief Cornerstone who set the foundation returns to rule the whole world.
/This last dispensation, is the period that begins at the second advent (After 7 years of Tribulation) and Jesus Christ will rule the world for 1000 years. This is the time of perfect environment on the earth (the same as the original Garden). There will be no religion. The father of religion & counterfeits, Satan, will be removed from the world. This age begins with all Believers just as the Tribulation will begin with all Unbelievers.\  
 
In Revelation 19 - it covers the fact that as the 7 years of Tribulation on earth build to the battle of Armageddon we celebrity a wedding ceremony in heaven.
Then you see the opening up of Rev chapter 20 pointing to the TLJC return to earth…2nd Advent. 
/The early church until Augustine almost universally believed in an earthly, historical reign of Jesus, initiated by His physical return. Tyconius (370-390) was the first to influence teaching in RCC to approach the 2nd Advent as a spiritual interpretation, not a physical one. He believed that the Millennium was current (amillennialism) and must be understood as a spiritual reign of Jesus, not a literal reign. To this day, many hold this viewpoint, and some have spun off over hundreds of years into interpreting the Church as responsible to clean up the world.\
They teach that TLJC is reigning on earth through our works and our efforts. 

This again… is another reason I am trying to get my congregation to wake up to solid eschatology. 
Look at Revelation 20, as I always teach you…as literal first and foremost and spiritual or analogies secondary. 

/Rev 20:1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand.

The abyss is a physical holding place that is believed to hold fallen angels of great power, those who helped Satan populate the earth with Nephilim before the flood (Gen 6).\
This angel is a high-ranking angel in the army of God.
This is why I always tell you there is as much mystery or more, under our feet, as there is in the stars above our heads. 

This is the same abyss mentioned in Revelation chapter 9 (Luke 8 & Rom 10). 

/Rev 20:2 And he took hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years;

This only happens after the 2nd Advent at Armageddon and after a baptism of fire upon the earth.\ 
This is all a physical event that will take place after the 7 years of Tribulation. 

/Rev 20:3 and he threw him into the abyss and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time.

Part of the perfect plan of God the Father, is that we get one last example of mankind’s freedom of the OSN. To prove that we will always rebel and choose sin and evil over God’s love and perfection.\ 
I believe free will no longer will be an issue in heaven. Yet free will for Unbels and fallen angels will continue in everlasting misery after the second resurrection.
The Abyss is a holding cell for fallen angels only. Notice, Satan is not given any special treatment – he is thrown in the same cell as the fallen angels who fornicated with women in Genesis chapter 6.
                             REPEAT
/Rev 20:4 Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark on their foreheads and on their hands; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.

These will be the Bels who stood strong during the Tribulation. They were martyred for their faith in Christ – this includes those 144 thousand Jewish evangelists.\  
They will be elevated and recognized in authority during the 1,000 yrs of Christ on earth. 
Many scholars believe they will be the law and order and the judgment on earth during the 1,000 years of Christ on earth.
They will be part of a governing body of Christ on earth. 
/Rev 20:5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection.

The second resurrection ceremony speaks to Unbels being brought forth in a resurrected form, to face judgment and everlasting torment. The first resurrection has deeper layers within its definition.\ 
We will take a closer look at this next message, as it becomes important for us to fully understand. 

Rev 20:6 Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and will reign with Him for a thousand years.
/The martyrs of the Tribulation will be mature Believers, they will not forsake the Lord Jesus Christ and they will be killed. The refusal of the BEAST system and the mark of the beast, will be like a death sentence for Bels. Therefore, some of them are going to be judges in the Millennium, some are going to rule, but all of these martyrs are going to form a specialized priesthood.\
Again, I remind you, the power of the HS and the establishment of a priesthood will be different than any other dispensation.
Just as today – CA we have a spiritual and royal priesthood. The Age of Israel had a Levitical, bloodline priesthood.

/Rev 16:15 (“Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his clothes, so that he will not walk about naked and people will not see his shame.”) 16 And they gathered them together to the place which in Hebrew is called Har-Magedon.
 (the city and valley of Megiddo) \
This is a term that points out a high level of SM. They will have no shame as winner Bels. 
They will in fact, be rewarded in the Millennial reign (Rev 20:6). Highlighting winners and losers once again inside the plan of GOD. 

This area is on the western edge of the Jezreel Valley in Northern Israel, not very far from the town of Nazareth. 
/This open valley (Megiddo) had many historic battles such as; Barak over the Canaanites (Jud 4), and of Gideon over the Midianites (Jud 7); and for two historic disasters, the deaths of King Saul (1Sam 31) and Josiah (2Chron 35). In the 15th Century Egypt had a bloody victory over a group of Canaanite tribes in that valley. In 1918 (WW 1) the Turks (Ottoman Empire) and Allied forces clashed there in a violent battle.\   
It is a wide open plain and perfect for a battle field. 
In fact, we will see two end time battles begin and end here – one at the end of the Tribulation and the other at the end of the thousand years of perfection on earth.
                                 REPEAT
This often gets twisted and conflated by some teachers. It is the accuracy of scripture that tells us it is two separate time periods. I’ll show you this in closing today.

Now notice you have a first resurrection and a second death mentioned in Rev 20.
The second death has no power – this is physical death. All Believers become intimate members of the family of God, they are never separated from the Trinity.
/Our resurrected bodies are similar to the resurrected body of the humanity of Christ. In fact, Christ’s empty tomb is the catalyst that points to a multi-layered concept of the FIRST Resurrection. Unbels face two deaths – physical and then a spiritual death (separation from God). The SECOND resurrection points toward the Great White Throne Judgment, which NO Believer is involved in, other then to witness it!\
The resurrected body of the Unbels will be everlasting not eternal, they will not have the power and perfection Bels have.
It is a different resurrected body. 
/1Cor 15:54 But when this perishable puts on the imperishable, and this mortal puts on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written: “DEATH HAS BEEN SWALLOWED UP in victory. 55 “WHERE, O DEATH, IS YOUR VICTORY? WHERE, O DEATH, IS YOUR STING?”  (Hos 13:14)\
What my studies reveal to me is that the Unbeliever is left with his or her OSN in an everlasting body that cannot die.

God being a perfect gentleman, gave them what they wanted in the end – their own freedom and OSN away from HIS presence. 

/Act 2:27 FOR YOU WILL NOT ABANDON MY SOUL TO HADES, NOR WILL YOU ALLOW YOUR HOLY ONE TO UNDERGO DECAY.

Psa 49:15 But God will redeem my soul from the power of Sheol, For He will receive me. Selah   (Psa 86:13)  \
We will dive deeper into the first resurrection next message.
Let us close with this reminder.

/Rev 20:7 When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison,

Rev 20:2 And he took hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years;\
There is no way to misinterpret this because it is clear in this chapter.
The end time battle of Armageddon at the 7 years of Tribulation, is different than that of the rebellion against TLJC at the end of the 1,000 yrs. 
This is another great lesson on history repeating itself and the multiple layers to prophecy and many scriptures. 
                             REPEAT
/Rev 20:8 and will come out to deceive the nations which are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them is like the sand of the seashore.

Ezk 38 and 39 point us to regions of land from Russia (Ukraine), as well as sections of the middle east (Iran & Iraq). And possibly China as well, that will fulfill this prophecy.\ 
Some scholars believe the four corners highlight the fact that many nations will rise up in a rebellion. 
/Gog is sometimes referenced as a type of leader of the land – an Antichrist figure. Some scholars have traced this region of Magog to point out the ancient tribes of barbarians (Scythians) who populated the Caucus Mountains & Black Sea regions. This points us to the multi-layers of similar armies and leaders during the Tribulation and then once again at the end of the thousand years of perfection. Both military maneuvers are led by Satan.\ 
Teachers agree and disagree about China, Russia, or parts of Europe and the middle east, yet most believe it is a combination of forces.  
Satan is released with his army because TLJC will be giving the people what they demand. 
/Rev 20:9 And they came up on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down from heaven and devoured them.

These forces begin to descend upon Israel and the city of Jerusalem where Christ will have an earthly throne.\ 
This is a second advent of Satan for lack of a better term.

/Rev 20:10 And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

This is the final judgment for Satan and his army. No longer a holding cell (Abyss) but the Lake of Fire itself.\ 
There is no battle… unlike Armageddon, where a battle will spark off for a period of time. This one is over the instant they get close to the earthly throne of TLJC.

/With the Millennial Kingdom of Jesus, God will give mankind a thousand years of a perfect environment, a second Garden of Eden — with no Satan, no crime, no violence, no evil, or other social injustice. Extended life beyond imagination, with no health issues. Yet at the end of the 1,000 years, mankind will still develop an attitude of dissatisfaction and rebel against God. This will be a final demonstration that the problem is in us, not only in our environment.\
This is why you see a description of the Great White Throne judgment in the next verse.

