Mat 208
How far would you walk to save your enemy? 
Quick reminder, next week the Tuesday & Thursday messages may be up late, possibly even a day late depending on my schedule.
I have an afternoon appointment and an afternoon wedding so don’t fret…the messages will get out! 

Let us open right up back to Matthew chapter 15 verse 21 and read through where we left off from last lesson.

Mat 15:21 Jesus went away from there, and withdrew into the district of Tyre and Sidon.
Mat 15:22 And a Canaanite woman from that region came out and began to cry out, saying, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is cruelly demon-possessed.”
/Mat 15:23 But He did not answer her a word. And His disciples came and implored Him, saying, “Send her away, because she keeps shouting at us.”\

Mat 15:24 But He answered and said, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
Mat 15:25 But she came and began to bow down before Him, saying, “Lord, help me!”
Now from the last lesson we covered the distance they have travelled with Jesus to get to this area of Tyre & Sidon. 

Not just the distance but to be in an area where you know you are not welcomed and on top of that an area that housed a population of people that had been sworn enemies of your grandparents and great grandparents.
Most likely they travelled for about two or three days to cover this 50 mile journey that put them far outside their comfort zone. TLJC had a divine purpose to everything HE said and did so we need to take that into account as well.

/Mat 15:23 – is a test and challenge for HIS future leaders because the Lord is not in the business of rejecting anyone. He had saved Gentiles probably some inside the crowds who came to see Him heal & teach already but certainly one example in Mat 8:5-13, the story of the Roman Centurion.\ 
The promise to Abraham and his descendants is significant and therefore a focus on the lost sheep of Israel was a priority but it has never been God’s grand design that one culture of people be saved and all others suffer in the lake of fire. 
In fact, the Gentiles were in the first group of Bels from the original Garden up to Abraham’s circumcision. 

/The example of the Jewish race (Father Abraham) coming to life under the mighty hand of God is the shadow or example that Bels are set apart as a new race – a new creation that endures in the heavenly and has access to the spiritual blessings and intimacy with the Creator.\ 
Turn to the OT book of Isaiah chapter 49 with me.

The shedding of the old skin (circumcision) was the creation of a unique race under God’s hand, that was the symbolism for Abraham and the Jews going forward until the Cross of Christ.

The standard has always been faith alone in Christ alone whether we look at Cain & Abel (Gentiles) in the OT or a Jewish Pharisee and a Canaanite woman in the NT.
There are Jewish scholars out there who claim Christianity has it wrong…that they are chosen simply by blood and birthright as God’s unique ones. And still there are other so-called experts that preach Replacement Theology which means we CA Bels, replace the Jews and both teachings are inaccurate. 

The Jews do have divine promises and a special place inside the plan of God but no matter if it is Jewish blood or Gentile blood within your body without faith in TLJC you do not enter heaven!
The new creature is only created through faith in Christ.
/Isa 29:3 He said to Me, “You are My Servant, Israel, In Whom I will show My glory.”
The nation of Israel was created and commissioned to proclaim the Messiah and uphold the word of God. It was a shadow of the full body of Christ and family of God yet to be fulfilled.\
Isa 49:4 But I said, “I have toiled in vain,
I have spent My strength for nothing and vanity; Yet surely the justice due to Me is with the LORD, And My reward with My God.”
The Prophet Isaiah is speaking with the power of God the HS upon him.

Isa 49:5 And now says the LORD, who formed Me from the womb to be His Servant, To bring Jacob back to Him, so that Israel might be gathered to Him
(For I am honored in the sight of the LORD, And My God is My strength),
/Isa 49:6 He says, “It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make You a light of the nations so that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”\
May reach - is a Hebrew term – hayah (HI-YAH) it may come to pass or will come to completion, the possibility is there meaning, the work was done in eternity past but there needs to be an acceptance on our part. 
Same statement elsewhere in the OT;
/Isa 42:6 “I am the LORD, I have called You in righteousness, I will also hold You by the hand and watch over You, And I will appoint You as a covenant to the people, As a light to the nations,

Isa 60:3 “Nations will come to your light, And kings to the brightness of your rising.\
This is old news for some of you but others need to wake up to this so they are not fooled by false teaching.
/Isa 52:10 The LORD has bared His holy arm In the sight of all the nations, That all the ends of the earth may see
The salvation of our God.\
Gentiles began the human race and fulfilled the plan of God right up until Father Abraham. 
They were always invited into God’s plan and after the nation of Israel was formed it remained the same invitation. 
/Psa 98:2 The LORD has made known His salvation; He has revealed His  righteousness in the sight of the nations. 3 He has remembered His lovingkindness and His faithfulness to the house of Israel; All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.\
What about the great, great, great grandmother of TLJC – Rahab?

/ Rahab the Canaanite prostitute who lived in the city of Jericho (Josh 2). Rahab was in the blood line of David and Jesus’s earthly father Joseph as well.
Also - Ruth who was a Moabite woman became a Bel (book of Ruth)\

What about the clear command that God gave to the Exodus generation which really falls under the doctrine of nationalism;
/Exo 12:48 But if a stranger sojourns with you, and celebrates the Passover to the LORD, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come near to celebrate it; and he shall be like a native of the land. But no uncircumcised person may eat of it. 49 “The same law shall apply to the native as to the stranger who sojourns among you.”\

Those who want to become part of your nation must adhere to the laws of the land, pick up the culture and customs of the land. Notice they had to have the faith to become circumcised meaning believing in the one true God of Israel. 
What about the obvious enemies in the OT?
/JEHOVAH commanded the Prophet Jonah, a Jew, to preach to wicked Nineveh, a Gentile city and the capital of the Assyrian Empire (enemies of the Jews). Jonah 1:2\

There were tribes or nations that treated the Jewish people fairly and we see they were introduced to the Messiah as well.
/The book of Esther speaks to the conversion of Persians after the Persian king Ahasuerus decreed that no one persecute the Jews in his land (Est 8:17).\     King AHASH-BA-ROUS
We have to assume TLJC is in full teaching & training mode with His Apostles in Matt 15:23. 

Teaching that TLJC rejected people because they were not Jews is not only inaccurate it is really blasphemy against HIS work on the Cross.
What about the one scripture that all scholars call the Bible in a nutshell;
/Jhn 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.
This is not directed at Jews only.\

So back in Matthew chapter 15 verse 23 we are witnessing a series of tests and teaching principles that you have to recognize.

It actually started back when TLJC realized Peter was still attached to some of the teachings of the Scribes and Pharisees which we noted in Mat 15:17.

/The Apostle are out of their comfort zone and feeling the pressure of being surrounded by people who are not Jews and therefore have a different belief system. Add in the fact that Canaanites were notorious enemies of the nation of Israel and we get a sense that Jesus is leading them into uncharted waters on purpose.\ 	
There are times within a Bel’s walk with God when they will encounter uncharted waters and this can become a reason for anxiety or frustration unless we have our priorities in order and the mind of Christ is actively flowing in our lives.

The disciples that are with Christ now have a Canaanite woman following alongside of them pleading for help and it is causing a scene and they are far from home in really, what some would say – is enemy territory.     REPEAT
You will also see how TLJC leaves it up to HIS disciples to learn not force it upon them- that is grace teaching.
Now as we noted last lesson this woman is a Bel, and we can tell this by her approach which she first asks for forgiveness or mercy and then addresses the God of the universe in respectful fashion.

Then to cap it off for clarity, she calls out Jesus as the prophetic - Son of David.
She is also not discouraged by the disciples trying to dismiss her or even TLJC not paying her much attention.
/The disciples with Jesus were more concerned with embarrassment, self-preservation and being in an uncomfortable situation then they were with what this woman said and how she approached.\

The thought for others was the farthest thing from their minds.
The original context of this really shows us TLJC walking forward and allowing this scene to unfold on purpose and make for a very uncomfortable situation in a public setting. 
You ever heard the old saying about teaching a kid to swim?
After you teach them the basics and they still seem hesitant, you stand by the pool and toss them in the deep end and tell them -now swim!
My dad and I never had a good or close relationship - probably a story for another day…but one thing I was good at, at a very young age, was swimming!

Now when Jesus decides to finally answer He didn’t stop walking and barely paid any attention to her.
The Apostles are tense and the situation is uncomfortable and yet no one acts with any real compassion for this woman.
There are some pulpits who will teach this woman needed to lay in front of the Lord as a symbol she was serious and then she became born again.

This would lead people to believe they need to add to confessing you are a sinner in need of a savior – that faith alone in Christ alone is not enough and that my friends, is a lie!
/Mat 15:24 But He answered and said, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
Jesus was preparing a powerful lesson designed to strike the Apostles directly in the soul so they do not forget it.\
This was a twofold lesson that not only the Apostles would learn from but even the Canaanite woman who represents the Bels outside of the Jewish bloodline.

What do we see this Gentile woman finally do as she is walking alongside the disciples & Jesus and she is pleading out loud.
/Mat 15:25 But she came and began to bow down before Him, saying, “Lord, help me!”
This would be a powerful example of not only the Gentiles coming to Christ but the fact that Bels after salvation who seek divine intervention or spiritual growth should have a heart that chases after the Lord.\ 
This is not a works program but really an example or analogy of a Bel who lives in their faith after salvation. They are not ashamed of TLJC nor are they concerned what others think about them.

They seek an earnest relationship with God and that takes action on the Bels part.
God’s grace means we do not earn or deserve anything, yet God will come through for us and give us abundance because HE is a God of Love & mercy.
But that does not mean grace tells us to sit at home and be lazy concerning our relationship with HIM, while HE simply pours out wisdom & blessings onto your lap.  
/Jer 29:13 ‘You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.
Luk 11:9 So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.\
There is a reason Luke was led to write down three steps here…it is not a works program to seek a relationship with the Lord. 
We are called to action after salvation!
Abel was a Bel and followed the protocol plan of God through his actions;

/Heb 11:4 By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained the testimony that he was righteous, God testifying about his gifts, and through faith, though he is dead, he still speaks.\

Noah was a Bel long before he built the ark that God told him to build prior to the flood;
/Heb 11:7 By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark for the salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.\
The ark itself was a work of spiritual effort yet God did not snap HIS fingers and place it in front of Noah.
Abraham was born again and saved for well over 25 years when he offered up Isaac. 
/Heb 11:17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was offering up his only begotten son;\

It’s actually pretty astounding when Bels think that everything we do is a works program – they claim grace everywhere and yet they ignore the fact that all the hero’s of the Bible went after God with a passion. 
They all were called to action after salvation.
These are usually the same Bels who don’t accept the doctrine of winners and losers in the spiritual calling.
They lived a life dedicated to the word of God. They took action in their spiritual walk and God rewarded them with spiritual discernment, blessing and rewards in time and eternity.
Look what James wrote in his letter;
/Jas 2:21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar? 22 You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected;\
Yes, everything is from God’s grace but we do not gain any spiritual strength or rewards in time or eternity without application.
We do not gain a second or third tier to our justification in time and the depth of our spiritual power does not grow any deeper without positive effort on the Bels part. 
/Jas 2:23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS,” and he was called the friend of God.\

I’ll ask you a simple question – do you get closer to someone by spending less time with them and basically ignoring them? 
Or by getting to know them intimately and spending time understanding what they want and how they think? 

Let us close with a few principles;

/Jesus needed to take these men away from their comfort zone and into the Gentile world. This was the first long journey and outside reach toward Gentiles as a whole for these disciples. This was a pivotal moment in the lessons taught to the Apostles. This exposed the heart of these men, the motivation and where they were at spiritually.\ 

This is not a knock on these men, they were only human and Jesus needed to do this as a wake up and a lesson. This was a shake up to help them release the religious concepts and dedication of bloodline ties of the traditional Jews.
/There is no one beyond the grace of God. Anyone can be born again and saved and God will work in an intimate way in the life of any Bel who seeks a serious relationship with Him. These Jewish disciples needed to see this uncomfortable lesson up close and have their own arrogance put on display.\ 

/The Bel is called to step outside their comfort zone from time to time and it may be a call to evangelize or forgive an enemy. It may be a call for spiritual growth and personal reflection. It may be the wake-up & shake-up that helps you recognize a personal sin that is holding you back. The Apostle would never go on to become great leaders without this difficult situation that Jesus put right in their face.\ 

The call to evangelize to a lost and dying world would put these future church leaders in many situations that they would be dealing with angry people, hostile environments and enemies. 
/Luk 6:27 But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,
Impersonal, unconditional love does not call the Bel to be intimate with an enemy. It does call us to have a heart of forgiveness and compassion.\ 
It is AGAPOT-OH which is a divine love that takes our union with Christ to apply properly, because the flesh is incapable of sustaining this type of love. 

/Luk 6:35 “But love (agapaō) your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.\

As soon as you set the standard up in your mind that a person is an enemy you have drawn a battle line that is very difficult to erase after that point.

/Mat 5:44 “But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,\

