James #113
If anyone wants to be first he shall be last.

Open up in Mark chapter nine RF.
Let us open with some words on true humility from TLJC.
/Matt 11:29 “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS. 30  “For My yoke is comfortable, and My burden is light.”\
The very nature of Jesus Christ is gentleness and compassion.
Yet many mistake that for weakness.
Jesus was very masculine and at the same time a sensitive and loving man.

This is the balance we have been studying - the difference between being truly humble, while not becoming a weakling who is overrun by everything and everyone in the devil’s world.  
Notice there is always a burden or yoke upon us – no one walks in the temporal life without a type of yoke on them at any given time.
                           REPEAT
There is only one yoke or harness that is light and driven by true love and compassion and that is our union with The Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now in Mark nine we see a period of time after the apostles (Peter, James and John) had witnessed the mount of transfiguration. They had also witnessed an incredible exorcism performed by our Lord that pulled a demon out of a young man. 
Jesus had also been teaching them that HE would soon suffer, be killed and also be resurrected. 
So, the apostles are very overwhelmed by the recent events.
When they finally get a period of rest the first thing they begin to bicker over is, who will be the greatest of the twelve. 

There was a definite issue of a lack of humility happening and Jesus is going to speak to them about this. 

Mark 9:33 They came to Capernaum; and when He was in the house, He began to question them: “What were you discussing on the way?”
/Mar 9:34 But they kept silent, for on the way they had discussed with one another which of them was the greatest.

Jesus knew what was happening, all the miracles and teaching was still not metabolizing for these men. Their silence was from their own guilt and arrogance.\ 

It doesn’t matter who is teaching you, even the LORD…when true humility is lacking, there is also a lack of teachability for that person. 
Watch how Jesus handled this issue…HE used it as a teachable moment. 
Master teachers and ancient scholars, often sat down among the more advance students and spent time explaining principles in deeper terms.
Jesus often did this with the apostles – after learning a lesson or hearing a parable, HE sat with them to give them deeper understanding.  
/Mar 9:35 And sitting down, He called the twelve and said to them, “If anyone wants to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all.”

The truth of being a good leader is first being a diligent servant. EVERY leader is actually a servant of the people under their authority. Those people, like sheep have to be a priority.\ 
First and foremost, Jesus Christ is and always will be first – it HIS very mind we study and that which guides us.
Yet HE never made an issue about always elevating HIMSELF above others every chance HE got.

Jesus led by being a servant to those under HIS authority. HIS humility made HIM approachable and long suffering.
Two great qualities for any leader.
/“It was not that Jesus abolished ambition. Rather he recreated and sublimated ambition. For the ambition to rule he substituted the ambition to serve. For the ambition to have things done for us he substituted the ambition to do things for others.” 
Scottish Theologian, Willaim Barclay
                                       (1901-1978) \
God does not look at leadership as mankind does – human viewpoint is very much in line with Satan’s viewpoint on leadership.
That is, that once in authority you lead with a fierce attitude, of my way or the highway. 
Jesus never led that way.
Yet HE was always strong and in charge without it being truly obvious. 

/Mar 9:36 And He took a child (paidion) and placed him among them, and taking him in His arms, He said to them,

Little child (2 – 8 yrs old) is an example of a gentleness, not intimidating, one who is still untainted by the evils of the world.\ 
PAR-DEE-AH - was not an older child above the age of accountability, such as over the age of 12 or 13 yrs old.

This example is to wake them up because they had a hardness or arrogance that was from human viewpoint and the cosmic system.
They had not been fully digesting all they had been learning and seeing. There was a lack of Divine Humility that would interfere in their future leadership roles. 

/Mar 9:37 “Whoever receives one child like this in My name receives Me; and whoever receives Me does not receive Me, but Him who sent Me.”

Human viewpoint, cosmic system ideologies hinder true humility. There is no growth when someone is hardened in the soul, this is often the roadblock for accepting Christ as Savior as well.\ 
The nature of a young child in this age range, is usually very open to learn and accept authority over them. 

True humility will not have a learning roadblock at every turn; it will be open and honest without kicking against authority.  
We will be going over into Acts chapter 20 RF. That is where we will close today and open up next message.
/True humility is a system of recognizing the authority of Jesus Christ as the head of the Body, the leader of the Church, He has delegated all authority in the Church Age to the Word of God. There is no greater authority then that of the mind of Christ (BD), the completed canon of scripture. Especially the mystery doctrine found in the Church Age epistles. The gift of pastor-teacher was given as type of Shepherd concerning the Word of God.\
A shepherd has to follow certain guidelines as well as certain dietary or health applications to keep the sheep safe and healthy. 
Rebellious sheep get hurt or killed by wild animals such as wolves or bears. 
They can become very ill if they eat a poisonous berry or fall down a cliff.

/The skill of sheepherding dates back nearly 5,000 years, it was considered a respected role of leadership and great importance. It upheld the early economy and was a vital part of almost every village, city or town. The Jews, Arabs, Greeks and Romans, along with almost all ancient cultures depended upon the milk, meat and wool of sheep (goats). The term for shepherd in many cultures spoke to rulership and leadership in one form or another.\  
The role of a Shepherd was actually held up in high regard thousands of years ago.

A highly skilled shepherd understood weather patterns.
They became very familiar with wildlife and animal behaviours.
A good shepherd could fight off bandits or vicious animals; they had a skill set reliant on intelligence, courage and physical abilities.

Shepherds had to have strong physical and mental abilities, because they spent long periods of time alone and had to always have a sharp eye on the landscape all around them.  
They had to have good discernment. 

Speaking of one of the great shepherds, let us look at the Apostle Paul.
Acts 20 shows us the traveling schedule the Apostle Paul endured throughout his ministry. 
Above all other apostles Paul travelled extensively. He established congregations in many cities and towns, leaving a powerful foot print from Jerusalem into Greece, Rome and parts of Syria.  
This section of chapter twenty is right when the Apostle Paul is about to pivot into a geographical mistake. His own arrogance is going to get him into trouble. 
This is his farewell to Ephesus and a set of letters sent to pastors and leaders he had set into place.

He is about 35 miles away from Ephesus in Miletus.
/Act 20:17 From Miletus he sent word to Ephesus and called to himself the elders (presbyteros) of the church.

Leaders (pastors, bishops), trained men who were in authority over congregations. This was a calling for a type of pastor’s conference.\ 
PRES-BOOT-A-RUS, was often a title for a church leader, bishops, pastors and even deacons would often be referenced in this fashion.
It was actually a title often used for leaders of the Sanhedrin as well. 
These were men who were trained and approved by the Apostle Paul.
The church of Jesus Christ is designed with a chain of command and leadership roles. 
Act 20:18 And when they came to him, he said to them, “You yourselves know, from the first day that I set foot in Asia, how I was with you the whole time,
/Act 20:19 serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and trials which came upon me through the plots of the Jews;

Almost everywhere the Apostle Paul set up a ministry, the Gnostics and Sanhedrin had agents or false teachers there to undermine his authority.\  
Paul would weep with those who wept and rejoice with those who rejoiced.
He understood and built the Royal Family Honor Code as a part of the foundation of the early church.

/Act 20:19 – serving the LORD with humility;  
He means orientation to grace and the plan of God, both require knowledge of doctrine. A mental attitude of orientation to the grace of God is necessary for true service, you cannot serve God without it. The Apostle Paul knew studying and thinking is where true service for the LORD begins.\ 
Service inside the plan of GOD begins with accuracy in the WORD, filled by God the HS – then you learn to apply BD in the proper fashion.
A Christian cannot simply go out and serve inside the plan of GOD, because first and foremost they need direction. Which comes from being in the WORD and being filled by the HS.
Secondary they have to make sure their emotions are not driving them, instead of motivation by the WORD and guidance by God the HS.
                                REPEAT
There is a difference between wood, hay and stubble, and precious gem stones that the Apostle Paul taught on within 1Cor 3:12.
/Act 20:20 how I did not shrink (hypostellō) from declaring to you anything that was beneficial, and teaching you publicly and from house to house,

This is what many consider humility in the cosmic system – it is a spirit of timidity, it comes from shame, or fear of rejection.\ 
HOOP-O-STELL-O, means a fear, or a nature that is very timid due to others’ opinions as well as shame or guilt.

It means a person who withdraws quickly because others influence them, or they walk around in some form of shame or guilt. 
That is a counterfeit humility. 
That is a fake humility.
We have seen this ideology over recent years in something called hate speech and social justice. 
This also is seen in DEI (diversity, equity and inclusion). All the lies in the devil’s world to keep you timid, silent and in the corner afraid to live in truth and speak truth. 
                           REPEAT
Satan has had great success in recent years with these ploys.
Notice the early church was never about big buildings and massive music ministries. 
It was not designed for theatrics and yet that is a large portion of Christianity today.  
Act 20:21 solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.

Act 20:22 “And now, behold, bound by the Spirit, I am on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there,
Apostle Paul was allowing emotions to get the best of him – this is not where GOD was calling him. 
Jerusalem at this time, was dealing with a lot of legalism and issues with Jewish brethren and this was not his ministry.
The exact book we are anchored in points us to who was being established as pastor-teacher in Jerusalem, James, the half-brother of Jesus. 
This would end up being a curse for Paul, which later turned into a blessing – we now know as the 4 prison epistles of the Apostle Paul would be born from this self-induced misery. 
                            REPEAT

Act 20:23 except that the Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to me in every city, saying that chains and afflictions await me.
Oh, how true this would be – self induced misery would arrive when he got there.
God would put a few obstacles in his path and yet he insisted on going into Jerusalem. 
Read chapters 21 into chapter 23.
/Act 20:24 “But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so that I may finish my course and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of God’s grace.

The Bel who is pushing toward maturity becomes very focused and extremely humble. They put God’s calling and their personal sense of destiny high on their priority list.\ 
What may have been important or interesting, when they first became born again, has slowly dwindled and the true destiny GOD has for them is now in focus.  
Act 20:25 “And now behold, I know that all of you, among whom I went about preaching the kingdom, will no longer see my face.
This is not entirely true – God would have the Apostle Paul pass through Ephesus several years down the road.
The problem was the Apostle Paul had Jerusalem in his sights. He had a great love for the his people – the Jews, especially his former friends in the Sanhedrin. 

This would lead him into some foolish legalism in Jerusalem, when he was not called to be there at that time.
It’s a case of following your heart, listening to the emotions over what God is truly telling you.
/Act 20:26 “Therefore, I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all people.

Once a teacher has given an honest effort to teach the truth, preach the gospel and administer accurate BD, what people do with that is on THEM!\  
Every person will stand and fall on what they decided to listen to and what they decided to apply in the end.
Act 20:27 “For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God.
True humility is not submission and weakness! 
True humility stands in boldness, yet it stands on truth (BD).
Jesus Christ walked in Divine Humility and yet he offended a lot of people.
Act 20:28 “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.
