Mat 224
Separation is done with truth and compassion

Let us open today in 1Corinthians chapter 5 RF.

As you go to 1Cor 5-  I’ll put up a few principles that we have covered so far in the last two lessons.

/Separation is not about anger or hate. Many times, it is done with great love and compassion. We do not help the lost Bel or the Unbel by consistently agreeing with them and avoiding conflict. Keeping silent when you know the truth or that coming misery is on the horizon, is not an act of love or compassion. It stems from weakness, fear of conflict or selfishness but it can no way be considered love.\
Many people avoid speaking the truth for fear of conflict so they just keep silent or even worse - go along to get along.
This is not a call for Christians to get up into the face of others and get in their business. 
This is a call for Bels to speak the truth when the opportunity arises and never fear conflict when standing firm in what you believe. 
                        REPEAT
/The proper way to separate from someone is to at least have the courage to speak your mind with compassion and give the truth before you operate in separation. This will leave no questions on the table as to why you began to detach from that person. Truth can bring separation (Mat 10:34-36), yet we want to give everyone the option to hear it and understand where we stand.\

It isn’t fair to your family and friends or any person you come across, to simply detach yourself from them and leave them guessing as to why you no longer have the same relationship you once had.
/Separation is not a license for divorce (married Bel) nor is it a declaration of war with someone. It can be subtle in the mental or physical aspect and it can even include emotionally detaching yourself from others. It is never our first choice and must be handled with care so as to leave an opening for reconciliation in the future.\

Now in the church at Corinth we had emotional Bels and arrogance as well playing a role with many of the congregation there.
Sexual sins were prevalent and the Apostle Paul is about to address one that caused division;
1Co 5:1 It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as does not exist even among the Gentiles (Unbels), that someone has his father’s wife.

This was a Bel who because of the influence of the phallic cult within the Greek culture was living like most people in that region lived like.

Sexual activity and sexual freedom was the practice of the day – do what you want with who you want! 
/1Co 5:2 You have become arrogant and have not mourned instead, so that the one who had done this deed would be removed from your midst.
They accepted the behaviors because it was easier to do, also it was the popular opinion of the day to live sexually open lifestyles.\
The old saying is – its no big deal, everybody is doing it!
What does the word of God say about it, that was the real issue. 
When Paul says they did not mourn he is letting them know they never really even addressed it or felt a sadness over Bels operating in a habitual lifestyle of sin. 
We never enter into the private lives of anyone – yet when the sinful lifestyle of a fellow Bel or even close friend spills out into the public arena there comes a time when you as a positive Bel approach that person.
                  REPEAT     ELABORATE
In this case it was an ongoing situation that now touched into the church which should never happen. 
/1Co 5:3 For I, on my part, though absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged (krinō) him who has so committed this, as though I were present.
Legal judgement which is handed down from the proper authority.\
Paul had already gotten a message to this young man.
CREE-NO is a legal word written in the Greek perfect tense, meaning it was complete and done by the proper channel.
The unfortunate state of Christianity is either to turn a blind eye to this and agree with the cosmic system so you can fit in. 
Or legalism comes into the congregation and they publicly start to crucify the sinner in a cruel fashion.

Everyone now knows the person’s business and begins to gossip and judge them…be careful with how you handle the sins of others, it may be your turn next!
1Co 5:4 In the name of our Lord Jesus, when you are assembled, and I with you in spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus,
/1Co 5:5 I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.
Showing us eternal security, because Paul is saying divine discipline to the point of the sin unto death is what comes next for the Bel who stays in carnality.\ 
Notice though this Bel is still saved.
Most Christian historians believe the woman involved was an Unbel who had been married to the father and also was having sexual relationships with the adult son. 
/1Co 5:6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough?
Paul’s letter is addressing them as a group – this had to be a consensus and a larger issue then just a one time or a one-person failure.\
This is now an evil situation that needs quick attention.
Not only did some turn a blind eye to sinful behaviors and accept it as the normal way of life, but others found it something to praise and make light of. 
Remember we are looking at a city dominated by Greek lifestyle and the worship of false gods – sexual perversions were very common. The Temple of Aphrodite was a house of prostitution, a temple of sexual worship. 
1Co 5:7 Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed.
/1Co 5:8 Therefore let us celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.\
The Jewish tradition is being highlighted here by the Apostle Paul.
He is speaking to the shadow of what the nation of Israel had gone through and now the reality of what this new CA presents. 
/‘Christ our passover’ - a reference to salvation; the next six days after the Passover is the feast of unleavened bread. Unleavened bread is a picture of being in fellowship. They ‘keep the feast’ by getting back in fellowship with the Lord.\

The Apostle Paul is noting the Levitical system from the OT.
The Levitical feasts: Passover, unleavened bread, first-fruits, Pentecost, trumpets, atonement, tabernacles. They portrayed the entire history of Israel from the time of the Exodus to the Millennium, minus the CA that we now live in. All pointing to TLJC. 
These are all found in Leviticus 23. 

/Passover: salvation, Christ was sacrificed for us. Feast of unleavened bread: fellowship with God in time. In the feasts of unleavened bread there was another one, the first-fruits, points us to the resurrection.\
Paul knew all the analogies wrapped up within the shadow of the OT scriptures and the practices of the nation of Israel.
His depth in OT scripture was often used to point Bels and even Unbels to the current CA and the acknowledging that the shadows were now the reality. 

The Apostle Paul is actually calling this group of Bels back into fellowship in verse 8. Wash themselves clean. 
For our study today here is what we need to realize - look what Paul tells those who have allowed this lifestyle to grow within the congregation;

1Co 5:9 I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people;
/1Co 5:10 I did not at all mean with the immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters, for then you would have to go out of the world.\
We are no longer of this world because we are citizens of heaven, but we have to walk in it for this temporal period and our calling is to be a light to this lost world.
Then Paul speaks about the doctrine of separation for this particular case;
/1Co 5:11 But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he is an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler—not even to eat with such a one.\
What was going on the outside of this group of Bels was something they needed to steer clear of. 
The Apostle Paul covers the full range of sins we all struggle with. The sexual lust of the flesh – the MA sins of jealousy and greed.
Idol worship which speaks to anything we raise above God and also the religious crowd who seek faith by works and rituals for spirituality. 
The party lifestyle that displays no self-control, and those who lie and manipulate with words and action to get ahead of others. The sins of tongue to steal or swindle others. 
1Co 5:12 For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church?
Paul is not concerned with anyone outside the church he established because we can only give them the gospel.
The last thing you do is go out into the world and start talking about a person’s sins and failures, thinking that will bring them to Christ.
God deals with the sin issue we just present the gospel when we can.
/1Co 5:13 But those who are outside, God judges. REMOVE THE WICKED MAN FROM AMONG YOURSELVES.
Paul is speaking about excommunication. This is extreme but at times it is needed!\

We need to cover a few basic principles concerning what we just read in 1Cor chapter 5.
First we simply come to the conclusion that the Apostle Paul is at the top of the chain of command and only answers to TLJC so it is completely in his authority to be the one to deal with this.

There has to be an authority figure or chain of command in any organization without it you will have chaos. 
/The doctrine of separation applied firmly like this in a group setting must be contained and addressed quickly or it can turn into a cancer within a company, church or even a family unit. The neglect of sinful lifestyles that spill over into an organization can not be overlooked, minimized or encouraged by turning a blind eye or laughing it off.\
Notice I said when they spill over – meaning the organization and even the leadership do not interfere in a person’s private life. 
They do not guess and gossip about whether someone is living a certain lifestyle or failing in an area.
                              REPEAT

We all have our own lives and privacy and respect for personal space is a priority for all of us. When the problems touch the organization and the facts cannot be denied – you then have to deal with it.
The Bible is clear on hearsay and only one witness…so you can never base an accusation on less then 2 or 3 witnesses.

/Deu 17:6 “On the evidence of two witnesses or three witnesses, he who is to die shall be put to death; he shall not be put to death on the evidence of one witness.”
2Cor 13:1 This is the third time I am coming to you. EVERY FACT IS TO BE CONFIRMED BY THE TESTIMONY OF TWO OR THREE WITNESSES.\
The rule of thumb is you don’t want two witnesses who are close friends and they both have issues with the person being accused, you want an open and fair process.
This is a serious matter when you have a group of people and you are about to apply the doctrine of separation to one of the group members.
/Leadership (chain of command) is always the lead in gathering information and then applying proper protocol for the problem. The angry mob mentality is unacceptable in this circumstance and emotions need to be kept under wraps as clear heads, truth, facts and compassion must have room to flow freely in the decision-making process.\

For those who are involved whether you are the one being accused or one of the witnesses or someone else involved remember this;
/Exo 14:14  “The LORD will fight for you while you keep silent.”
Deu 3:12 ‘Do not fear them, for the LORD your God is the one fighting for you.’\
Because unfortunately there are times bad decisions happen and anger gets the best of people and false accusations fly. 
Or perhaps you are one of the people who has to call out the brother or sister in Christ or the co-worker because you witnessed something. 


If you are in the right – filled with the HS and doing your best to apply God’s word let God handle the outcome. 
/Zep 3:17 “The LORD your God is in your midst, A victorious warrior. He will exult over you with joy, He will be quiet in His love, He will rejoice over you with shouts of joy.\

The doctrine of separation as we noted here today was one that was firm and Paul made sure that all the congregation absorbed a lesson, that all got called out and readjusted concerning the protocol for the plan of God.
Jump ahead to 2Cor chapter

/In this case (1Cor 5) there had been ongoing issues and warnings so that once Paul was able to address it there was no need for drawn out speeches and investigations. He needed to be swift and firm because the evidence was there and the cancer was already in full bloom within the ranks.\
As a leader you have to know when the swift and firm hand is needed and when the gentle approach and slow application is better suited for a problem. 

Sometimes a leader can get ahead of an issue even before all the facts are brought to him. 
It helps to make a statement that covers the subject matter.
A blanket message directed at the whole group in a gentle, subtle fashion that gives them heed as to what may be a problem and nip it in the bud.

After that there still may be need for a one on one approach to the troublemaker or person with issues. 
This is why I told you from the start you have to know when and how to handle the doctrine of separation. 

Now there is probably a year between Paul’s first and second letter to the church at Corinth and somewhere in that time this young man repented. 

Paul wrote about 4 or 5 letters to that church but only two were anointed by God the HS.

So now we can see perhaps a year later where we are with the doctrine of separation and this man with sexual sins that caused the problem in that congregation. 
2Cor 2:5 But if any has caused sorrow, he has caused sorrow not to me, but in some degree—in order not to say too much—to all of you.
/2Co 2:6 Sufficient for such a one is this punishment which was inflicted by the majority, 7 so that on the contrary you should rather forgive and comfort him, otherwise such a one might be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.\
What Paul did was correct and the fact that he gave this man over to his own desires and removed him from the church was the right call in that moment. 
Now there is a call for compassion & reconciliation.
But as is always the case with arrogance, it seeks to ridicule and punish even when someone is clearly making efforts to change and reconcile.  
2Co 2:8 Wherefore I urge you to reaffirm your love for him.
2Co 2:9 For to this end also I wrote, so that I might put you to the test, whether you are obedient in all things.

Paul needs to see what they do when he lays his authority down on the line – which by the way all leaders have to make sure their instructions are taken seriously.
2Co 2:10 But one whom you forgive anything, I forgive also; for indeed what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, I did it for your sakes in the presence of Christ,
/2Co 2:11 so that no advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his schemes.
Remember it is Satan who thrives off of confusion, bitterness, pettiness and division.\ 

