James #185
The TRINITY created the earth and all things upon it.

Please be prepared to partake of the Lord’s Supper at the end of the message today.
Pick it back up in our anchor study of James 2 RF.

We know Pastor James took over the church at Jerusalem and he was under the authority of the Apostle Peter.
This congregation was predominately made of Jews. There became strife and jealousy and problems bubbling up within this group.
Most of this had to do with bias attitudes and pettiness in relation to status or wealth. 
We know this letter was one of the earliest written (NT) and at this historic point, there was tension in some congregations where Jews and Gentiles were coming together under one roof. 
One of the bigger issues often revolved around bloodline Jewish Bels who still felt they held some higher status over Gentiles.
 Many of these Bels still held onto aspects of the Mosaic law as well. 

One of the bigger issues James had recognized was the wealthy looking down their nose on the less fortunate.
Knowing the historic background always helps to make clarity of scripture much easier.
Jam 2:14 What use is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone says he has faith, but he has no works? Can that faith save him?
As we noted over the past few months this is a lesson on FRUIT and SM, not loss of salvation.
Jas 2:15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food,
We went into a series on how the Christian should treat others and especially those of the Royal family of God. (RF Honor Code)

We repeatedly had the HS reminding us of the fact that - GOD looks at the heart.
In many messages this spiritual fact has come to light.
Jas 2:16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that?
Faith with no Fruit of the Spirit is useless, it is dead. No divine production in the life of a Bel is a form of death.


Jas 2:17 In the same way, faith also, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.
We did a study on the 7 deaths noted in scripture.

Death is a doctrine all Bels should study and fully understand, it can help build a calm assurance within their soul.
Jas 2:18 But someone may well say, “You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works.”
Many Christians walk in Temporal Death which leads to Operational death.

/Jas 2:19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.\
Many people believe upon God and many people believe upon the wrong God…so that is a glaring problem in what many consider spirituality. 

Jas 2:20 But are you willing to acknowledge, you foolish person, that faith without works is useless?
Jas 2:21 Was our father Abraham not justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar?

This is not pointing out salvation; this is Pastor James referencing spiritual growth…visible fruit coming forth in the walk of a serious Christian.  

Jas 2:22 You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected;
Faith perfected, as we will learn in the messages ahead is spiritual growth toward maturity.
There is a subtlety within verse 18 that often gets overlooked;
/Jam 2:18 – the original context reads, you believe there is one GOD,  or - you believe that one is the GOD.
Meaning the TRINITY was not a doctrine fully ever understood by those practicing Judaism in that time. They held onto the belief of GOD the Father, in the sense of a single, sovereign deity. This was one of the glaring issues, that became slowly distorted after Babylonian captivity.\ 
Elohim was a common title for GOD in the OT, it is a plural noun.
Jump backward into Genesis chapter one and try and follow along as I cover a few of these principles. 

They may not have fully grasp the total concept of Father, Son and Spirit.
Yet they knew GOD had a plural context, as in WE or THEY. 
They understood the concept of God as divine Father over everything, also God as a type of savior and also a basic concept of the Spirit of God was understood.
                               REPEAT
In fact, if you do a deeper study you would find that at least 2,500 times GOD is referenced in the plural within scripture.
Unfortunately, many Hebrew scholars even today, argue their GOD is singular. 
If they are staunch followers of Judaism, they will not recognize the teaching on the Trinity. 
This is imperative to understand about modern Judaism. 
The original and true Israelites were believers in a type of trinity, even if they did not fully grasp the depth of that doctrine.  
We know that, because the scriptures are very clear on this fact.
/Psa 51:10 Create in me a clean heart, God ('ĕlōhîm), And renew a steadfast spirit within me. 11 Do not cast me away from Your presence, And do not take Your Holy Spirit (qōḏeš rûaḥ) from me.

God (plural), do not remove the Holy Spirit (masculine singular) power or a spiritual presence from me.\  
CO-DISH  RU-ACH, Holy Spirit is a singular noun, for a consecrated, divine or godly thing or a being.  

/Gen 1:1 In the beginning God ('ĕlōhîm) created the heavens and the earth.
    (masculine plural, THEY or GODS)
Gen 1:2 And the earth was a formless and desolate emptiness, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God (rûaḥ 'ĕlōhîm) was hovering over the surface of the waters.\
Right in the first verses of the scriptures, we are introduced to GOD in a plural sense of the word. We are also introduced to GOD the HS as a being or separate, force from God working on creation. The TRINITY created the earth and all things upon it.
/Gen 1:26 Then God said, “Let Us make mankind in Our image (ṣelem), according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the livestock and over all the earth, and over every crawling thing that crawls on the earth.”

Meaning more than one (plural), this was understood as a singular GOD, recognized in multiple powers, or more than one presence.\
SELL-EM, is written as a masculine, plural noun.

God is one in essence or substance. God is three coequal, coeternal, and co-infinite persons in that one essence. When divine essence is the subject, God is revealed as one. 
When divine persons are the subject, God is revealed as three separate beings yet still remain one.
God’s essence and attributes are one, yet still as one distinct GOD, HE is also seen, in 3 autonomous persons.
                         REPEAT
Jesus Christ is always the human being of the Trinity… yet HE still is and always was GOD. God the Father and God the HS are recognized in a spiritual context and can take shape in any form of presence.
/There is only one God, there is only one essence or one substance of GOD. In the persons of the Godhead, there is God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Whether the Dispensation of Gentiles (Gen 1 – Gen 12) and the Dispensation of Israel (Gen 12- to the Cross) fully grasp the concept and functions of the GODHEAD is often disputed, yet scripture tells us it was always apparent.\ 
I will not be listing over 2,000 scriptures, but I will do a quick overview of the ones that clarify what I am teaching.

Starting right in Gensis 1:1 and verse two, it becomes apparent. The bible literally opens with the Trinity at work.
/Gen 3:22 Then the LORD God (yᵊhōvâ 'ĕlōhîm) said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, knowing good and evil; and now, he might reach out with his hand, and take fruit also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”—

Yehovah holds the meaning of the Eternal One (singular), while Elohim is plural.\ 
The translation of LORD - Sometimes used for Christ, Sometimes the Father or Holy Spirit – meaning divine one, holy and eternal GOD. 
/Most of the use of the term LORD GOD is referencing Jesus Christ – Genesis 2 covers this very extensively;
Gen 2:15 Then the LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to cultivate it and tend it. 16 The LORD God commanded the man, saying, “From any tree of the garden you may freely eat; 17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for on the day that you eat from it you will certainly die.”\
Any time mankind has physical contact with a version of GOD in their presence in a type of human form – it was the preincarnate Christ. 
The same Jesus Christ who would later be nailed to that Cross at Calvary. 
Such was the case in Gen 3:8 - the LORD GOD (Jesus Christ) walking in the garden in the cool of the day.
  
/Gen 11:7 “Come, let Us go down (yāraḏ) and there confuse their  language, so that they will not understand one another’s speech.” 8 So the LORD (yᵊhōvâ) scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the earth; and they stopped building the city.

Plural reference to one or more and then the LORD (singular), scatters them abroad.\ 
YAH-RAD, is a Hebrew verb meaning to descend upon, or swoop downward upon.
YAH-HOVA, means the supreme and only God in the singular.  
/Let Us go down- (yāraḏ) - It is written in a Qal stem, 1st person singular with the action, or author coming from one person. Yet it is written in the plural form or a plural number, meaning two or more involved. The Trinity made the plan together; the execution was singular by GOD – LORD (yᵊhōvâ). Meaning the whole Trinity (Father, Son & Spirit) dealt with nationalism in that historic scattering. One world governance is satanic, not from GOD.\ 
Nationalism as in singular, sovereign nations was established after the flood which can be seen in Gen 9 into 10. Then Satan using his Nephilim representative Nimrod, tried an attempt at one world dominance once again, as it was during the days of Noah.
By the way, my personal belief is that Nimrod fathered many children and that was how the Nephilim came into existence after the flood.
Look at the terminology Jacob -
/Gen 35:7 Then he built an altar there, and called the place El-bethel, because there God had revealed Himself to him when he fled from his brother.

It was already called house of GOD (Bethel), Jacob proclaims the God of the House of God. EL is often used in plural sense of divine beings – gods.\ 
Context matters and what GOD you believe in and refer to matters… in this case it is ELOHYM. The Trinity or God of Israel. 
/Exodus 20:1 Then God ('ĕlōhîm) spoke all these words, saying, 2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3 “You shall have no other gods ('ĕlōhîm) before Me.

I am YEHOVA your ELOHIM – knowing which GOD is the true one matters! Because the words for God, Lord or Master and divinity can vary – Yet God looks at the heart.\ 
Look at this in Deuteronomy 13 in the same context as Exodus 20:1;
/Deu 13:2 and the sign or the wonder comes true, of which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let’s follow other gods (whom you have not known) and let’s serve them,’ 3 you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer of dreams; for the LORD your God is testing you to find out whether you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.\
The LORD GOD is Jesus Christ – referenced in HIS deity. Same word ELOHIM plural or singular in its use. 
The true God is YEHOVA ELOHIM. 
Names and titles matter… we just have to understand how they were used and who was being addressed. 
Faith alone in Christ alone, has always been the standard! 
/Josh 24:19 Then Joshua said to the people, “You will not be able to serve the LORD, for He is a holy God. He is a  jealous God; He will not forgive your wrongdoing or your sins.

God is always referenced in the masculine; the Trinity is seen here. Notice Joshua (yᵊhôšûa) means, "Jehovah is salvation".\  
The translation of the name JESUS is JOSHUA in the Greek context. The English version is Joshua and Jesus yet in the Greek it is – iēsous (YEA-SUESS). Meaning Jehovah is salvation.  
In closing I’ll give you some homework, look at this one in reference to angelic prophecy given to Isaiah;
/Isa 6:8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord ('ăḏōnāy), saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I. Send me!”

Is a plural, masculine noun meaning the one true Master as a title. Used in ancient Hebrew to give reverence to YHWH.\ 
ADD-DO-NIE, points to majesty, or supreme power as in a LORD or Master. 
It was occasionally used for leadership, royalty or even the presence of angels. It appears as Lord of lords in Deu 10:17 & Psa 136:3. It was often used in front of other powerful adjectives & pronouns. It appears over 300x in the original Hebrew Bible (Tanakh). 
The Tanakh…which is what encompasses the OT scrolls.   
/Isa 54:5 “For your husband is your Maker, Whose name is the LORD of armies; And your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel, Who is called the God of all the earth.
(2Sam 7:23, Psa 58:11, Psa 149:1-2, Psa 110:1)\
You do your homework on these scriptures and you will find exactly what I am teaching you here.
As we prepare to partake of the Lord’s Supper let us remember this. Jesus Christ is the LORD over all lords, the Lord of armies, the Lord of heavens, the LORD of peace.
He is the Lord Almighty. 
The wonderful counselor, the chief Shepherd…the High priest, the true King and only savior of the world. 
Above all of that HE is our bridegroom. The way the truth and the only light in a lost and dying world.
HE came for all of us and yet if it was only one…The Lord Jesus Christ, the unique God-man of the universe, would have died for that one.

On the night our LORD was so bitterly betrayed, HE took the bread and broke it. As HE gave thanks, He lifted it up and said this is MY body that I give to you…take and eat.
In remembrance of our Lord Jesus Christ let us eat the bread.

In the same manner our LORD lifted the cup giving thanks. HE said this is MY blood, it is the cup of a new and everlasting covenant. Each time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you will bring ME into remembrance until I return.
Let us drink the cup.
Let us pray…amen. 



