2Thess #11
Standing firm against the lies takes divine inner strength.

We will open today in Matthew chapter twenty-six.

What you studied last lesson was really not any type of trial at all. It was a late- night false arrest and captivity, then a verbal and physical assault. That would be the igniting point for the rest of the unjust trials of Jesus Christ.

He had now been bound and illegal arrested, dragged in front of Annas and punched and now Jesus was dragged down the temple palace into Caiaphas’s patio area.

/The Believer with true spiritual momentum will face tests and adversity for growth and glorification of GOD in the angelic conflict. This is a standard for those who have matured to a higher level. Yet all along our spiritual walk we face smaller obstacles and tests to press us forward. This may include direct adversity from those in positions of authority who should follow rules and regulations, but instead are enticed by evil.\
The most difficult tests are usually by those we have over us, in positions of authority. Or those amongst our circle of family and friends who betray us.

Mat 26:57 Those who had arrested Jesus led Him away to Caiaphas, the high priest, where the scribes and the elders were gathered together.

This is directly after Annas had faced Jesus and interrogated HIM and they punched Jesus in the face for what they considered disrespect.
Mat 26:58 But Peter was following Him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest, and he came inside and sat down with the officers to see the outcome.
/Mat 26:59 Now the chief priests and the entire Council kept trying to obtain (zēteō) false testimony against Jesus, so that they might put Him to death.

This is the imperfect tense – meaning this had been a consistent goal they had been trying up until this point. A strong desire to seek out and search for something.\
ZAY-TAY-O, is a strong Greek verb for searching the way this is written, insinuates they had spent a large amount of effort and time trying get false testimony against TLJC.

They had no good witnesses leading up to this time. They had been trying for possibly weeks or months. What they ended having to settle for were a handful of really weak, lying witnesses they could manipulate.

/Mat 26:60 They did not find any, even though many false witnesses came forward. But later on two came forward,

The unfortunate truth was that many who had heard Jesus teach and perhaps even benefited from HIS healings and teaching, were willing to speak against HIM, to blatantly lie.\

This was for several reasons and these should be situations, you as a Bel who will face these types of tests, should be aware of.
/The majority of the Jews began to realize the Sanhedrin were going to punish Jesus, they also knew the power and favor the leaders of the Sanhedrin held. They made decisions to pick a side they felt safe on. Many were frustrated just like Judas Iscariot, they no longer viewed TLJC as the king they wanted. This is the cold and inconsistent nature of humanity outside of a relationship with Christ.\

Sometimes we are fooled by having so many relatives and friends between work, and social life or other contacts that we think we are popular and this would never happen to us.
Social media itself gives an illusion of popularity and trusted friends that is extremely dangerous for many people who buy into that lie. 

/There will be times in your own walk that people you once trusted, or even just had a trusted acquaintance with, may quickly turn on you. If it is profitable or even more comfortable for them in the long run. They may decide to turn against you and even lie or manipulate with others to destroy your reputation or hurt your livelihood. \

Mat 26:61 and said, “This man stated, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and to rebuild it in three days.’”

This is when the LORD referred to the coming prophetic resurrection and yet as usual the religious crowd distorted or misunderstood HIS teaching.
/Mat 26:61 - ‘I am able to destroy the temple 

Jesus Christ gave HIMSELF up to the plan of God the Father. Because HE is GOD, JESUS was truthfully stating that when the time is right, HE will give HIMSELF up to death (humanity). And TLJC will rise again in resurrection form on the exact days of HIS prophetic word.\

Mat 26:62 The high priest stood up and said to Him, “Do You offer no answer for what these men are testifying against You?”
/Mat 26:63 But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest said to Him, “I place You under oath by the living God, to tell us whether You are the Christ, the Son of God.”

Caiaphas was a complete fool as he was speaking directly to the living GOD! Notice Jesus in HIS humanity handled this test perfectly.\

There is a very powerful principle within these two verses that we need to all grow up and learn to apply,.
/Jesus, as our example knew when to remain silent and when to speak (Isa 53:7). HE not only spoke; Jesus Christ was meticulous in exactly how HE chose HIS words. HE was allowing their own arrogance, lies and angry words to indict themselves. The art of staying silent in the face of lies or adversity and then speaking exactly from the power of BD is incredibly powerful. \
The prophecy was that the Messiah would be afflicted and unjustly treated and yet remain silent in HIS defense.

This is why Jesus was so careful to repeat the accusation and then make a statement about HIS future resurrection, ascension and session – saying nothing about the accusation of the temple.

/Mat 26:64 Jesus said to him, “You have said it yourself. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

Without coming out for HIS own defense HE simply repeats a true statement – I AM THE SON OF GOD – I will be on My throne in heaven very soon.\

Truth, accurately handled and presented without a wave of emotional nonsense clouding the issue is as sharp as a two- edge sword.
This is one of the definitions we study in Hebrews chapter 4;
/Heb 4:12 For the word of God is living and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword, even penetrating as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him to whom we must answer.\

This is exactly one of several ways you apply Heb 4:12. This points us to how the WORD of GOD cuts through all the lies and distractions of the cosmic system and gets to the bare bones of the truth of the matter.

Mat 26:65 Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has blasphemed! What further need do we have of witnesses? See, you have now heard the blasphemy;

The man who stands wrongly accused handcuffed. 
With no legal representation, in the wee hours of the night, in a kangaroo court, should be an emotional wreck.
Yet it is the religious leaders and authorities who have lost their minds with emotional outbursts. 
                     REPEAT
/You will often find that the victory of truth may bring out the true intent and the evil bubbling up to the surface. This may ignite a very emotional response so a mature Bel needs to be prepared for the retaliation. GOD will stand with you as you stand in HIS word. The heat of the moment is not for weak hearts or soft backbones, it is a time to simply double down on your firm stance.\
Mat 26:66 what do you think?” They answered, “He deserves death!”
Keep in mind we are still not in the legal procedure – this is a handful of the top leaders of the Sanhedrin gathered at Caiaphas’s quarters. They had already been plotting and planning how to get rid of Jesus Christ – the death penalty had long since been decided upon in most of their minds. 
/Mat 26:67 Then they spit in His face and beat Him with their fists; and others slapped Him,

Kolaphizō- violent punching with their fists. Spitting and slapping HIM repeatedly from a place of extreme aggression.\ 
KAL-FEEDZO, is a Greek verb for bashing or punching with a balled-up fist – usually done in repeated fashion.

This is often described as a violent circle where TLJC was manhandled.

Jesus was pushed from one side to the other, as men stepped out to punch and slap HIM as well as spit upon HIM.

This was carried on for several minutes, probably a dozen men or more were able to strike our LORD at that time.
/Mat 26:68 and said, “Prophesy to us, You Christ; who is the one who hit You?”


This is written as - they kept saying this (present tense), which tells us it went on for a period of time.\
This actually turned into a sick, twisted game, of violence. Because Jesus could not keep up with who was stepping forward hitting HIM as He was tossed around like a ragdoll. 

/Never assume in your victory that the attacks or those who want to add to your pain and humiliation will immediately stop. True evil has very little empathy, forgiveness or mercy. Once they have been proven wrong, they can only maintain the attack because they have no humility to turn and admit defeat or accept responsibility. \

The fact is everything at this point, from the arrest in the garden of Gethsemane. To the interrogation in the house of Annas. 
And now with Caiaphas and the group of Jewish leaders attacking our LORD outside of a legal courtroom has been completely off the charts on any scale of a judicial process. 
By today’s legal standards and by ancient Rome or Jewish legal standards. 
/According to Jewish law, criminal cases could not be tried during a holiday (Passover).
According to Jewish law, only an acquittal could be issued on the day of the trial. Guilty verdicts had to wait one full day to allow for clear thought and accurate judgement.\

There was a period of mercy to wait just in case something changed or a new witness came forward, and even for the heated feelings to subside before a final verdict.
/According to Jewish law, all evidence had to be guaranteed by two (valid) witnesses, who were separately examined and could not have contact with each other.
According to Jewish law, a false witness was punishable by death. Not one of the liars were put to death in the trial of Jesus Christ.\ 

/According to Jewish law, a trial always began by bringing forth evidence for the innocence of the accused, before the evidence of guilt was offered. A witness or representative for the accused was allowed to testify first as well.\
These were the Sanhedrin’s own rules, and it is abundantly clear that, in their eagerness to get rid of Jesus, they broke their own rules.

/The symbol of a true test is when the Believer is able to stand firm in the face of lies and manipulation. The true test for glorification of GOD, in the angelic conflict, will involve a witness who is innocent and moving forward in God’s plan. It will not be a witness who has made bad decisions and now thinks they are representing God in the angelic conflict.\

/The Bel who fails and makes bad decisions can turn the curse into a blessing of growth and prosperity in the spiritual realm. This does glorify GOD in the long run, yet it is not a witness in the aspect of people or system testing. Turning back toward GOD after bad decisions does provide evidence in thought testing. Turning back toward GOD after the OSN wins a battle does present opportunity for growth and blessing.\ 
Turning back toward GOD from a journey into sin and a carnal lifestyle eventually removes the curse or misery and places that Bel on pathway back toward growth.   
/Deu 23:5 “Nevertheless, the LORD your God was unwilling to listen to Balaam, but the LORD your God turned the curse into a blessing for you because the LORD your God loves you.

Rom 8:31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? \

