Mat # 30
The mechanics of the will of God. 

Turn to Acts chapter 11.
Our study in Mat chapter 4 has taken us into a deep look into the will of God which connects to divine guidance from God.
There are many examples of divine guidance but one chapter in the Bible that actually shows us the mechanics of divine will — Acts chapter 11.

 There we find guidance through prayer in verse 5.
Guidance through thinking in verse 6; guidance through the Word, verses 7-10;

Guidance through providential circumstances, verse 11; guidance through the Holy Spirit, verse 12; 

Guidance through fellowship and comparison of data, verses 13, 14;
Guidance through scripture memory, verse 16.

Act 11:1 Now the apostles and the brethren who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2 And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, those who were circumcised took issue with him,
Act 11:3 saying, “You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them.”
4 But Peter began speaking and 
proceeded to explain to them in orderly sequence, saying,
Act 11:5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying; and in a trance I saw a vision, an object coming down like a great sheet lowered by four corners from the sky; and it came right down to me, 6 and when I had fixed my gaze on it and was observing it I saw the four-footed animals of the earth and the wild beasts and the crawling creatures and the birds of the air.
Act 11:7 “I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 “But I said, ‘By no means, Lord, for nothing unholy or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 “But a voice from heaven answered a second time, ‘What God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy.’
Act 11:10 “This happened three times, and everything was drawn back up into the sky.11 “And behold, at that moment three men appeared at the house in which we were staying, having been sent to me from Caesarea.
Act 11:12 “The Spirit told me to go with them without misgivings. These six brethren also went with me and we entered the man’s house. 13 “And he reported to us how he had seen the angel standing in his house, and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and have Simon, who is also called Peter, brought here;
Act 11:14 and he will speak words to you by which you will be saved, you and all your household.’ 15 “And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as He did upon us at the beginning.
Act 11:16 “And I remembered the word of the Lord, how He used to say, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’17 “Therefore if God gave to them the same gift as He gave to us also after believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God’s way?”


/Act 11:5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying; and in a trance I saw a vision, an object coming down like a great sheet lowered by four corners from the sky; and it came right down to me,
Praying is one of the more potent weapons a Bel has for divine guidance.\

The divine guidance we need will come from our intimate relationship with God which generates a strong prayer life.
One follows the other.

/Act 11:6 and when I had fixed my gaze on it and was observing it I saw the four-footed animals of the earth and the wild beasts and the crawling creatures and the birds of the air.
Concentration and thinking doctrinally is needed for direction.\
By concentrating and deep thinking be sure it is all from the word of God.
Acts 11 verse 7 thru 10 speaks to the importance of accuracy concerning the word of God.
If what we study and what we believe God is telling us from His word is put into question by the Bel…we will not follow it. The word will do us no good concerning divine guidance.

Act 11:7 “I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 “But I said, ‘By no means, Lord, for nothing unholy or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 
/Act 11:9 “But a voice from heaven answered a second time, ‘What God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy.’
This has a correlation to fully understanding dispensations and mystery doctrine.\
This also was a highlight of the change in Jewish rituals and rights.

Understanding what dispensation you live in elevates the confusion about the Bible.
Act 11:10 “This happened three times, and everything was drawn back up into the sky.
Remember the completed cannon of scripture was still being written so God revealed Himself by visions and prophetic dreams to church leaders before the Bible was complete.

You must realize the vision Peter is seeing has to do with the Gentiles being grafted into the Royal family of God.

When we seek God’s guidance and understanding God’s will we should become familiar with core doctrinal principles.

Act 1:11 “And behold, at that moment three men appeared at the house in which we were staying, having been sent to me from Caesarea.
/Act 11:12 “The Spirit told me to go with them without misgivings. These six brethren also went with me and we entered the man’s house. 
The understanding of doctrine and the filling of the Holy Spirit combined!\

These are the mechanics for divine guidance… gaining a spiritual discernment for your decisions in life.

The next principle I will need to introduce with a warning…because people can take this next principle and run too far with it.

The next principle revolves around fellowship in the good sense of the word. 
/Fellowship and accepting or giving doctrinal guidance can be a slippery slope if the Bels involved do not respect privacy or understand grace principles. RFHC\

Truthfully each Be should grow to a point that their counsel and decisions come from BD within their soul structure.
Bad fellowship usually revolves around Bels who seek to put their nose in other people’s business & like to play fruit inspector…or Spiritual detective. 

This is not the case in Act 11 verse 13 &14. We see BD becoming the guiding force between the Bels.

/Act 11:13 “And he reported to us how he had seen the angel standing in his house, and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and have Simon, who is also called Peter, brought here; 14 and he will speak words to you by which you will be saved, you and all your household.’\

This is all very doctrinally in that it involves relying upon the word of God…offering truth and salvation as the message. Avoiding personal opinion or worldly advice. 

/Divine guidance can come by way of people or even situations in your daily life. The caution here is that Satan uses these very same people and situations to confuse us as well. If a Bel’s advice does not line up with Biblical standards do not accept that advice as guidance.\
ELABORATE

Exchanging ideas and doctrine as strategy during a difficult time in your life is fine.

In fact we should have those few friends or family members we can trust and confide in…but, ultimately we are all different…we all have different temperaments and norms and standards in our lives and we all answer for our own decisions in the end.
Be careful that fellowship with other Bels does not replace spiritual growth and Biblical studies for your challenges in this life.

Some close friend or fellow Bel may accidently led you astray because they really don’t understand your unique situation.

Those who are more mature and experienced in the word should be ready to lift up a brother or sister in need…yet be very careful how you hand out your advice…what was right for your life, may not be what is right for their life.
/Phil 2:3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves;4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.\

This actually lines us up with the next verse that falls under divine guidance and that is remembering the word.

It is the word of God that guides us and counsels us and it is the word in your soul structure that the HS breaths life into and that becomes your discernment. 

/Act 11:16 “And I remembered the word of the Lord, how He used to say, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.
Nothing from the flesh...no human view point!\

The word of God is what enriches your mind it is what will set you apart from those average Bels who just stumble into salvation and never grow up.

Your divine guidance comes from understanding God’s will.
/Pro 20:24 Man’s steps are ordained by the LORD, How then can man understand his way?
We often don’t even understand ourselves especially when the OSN has taken the driver’s seat.\

Knowing that God has everything under control and you can relax and trust in His wisdom should give you a sense of peace that people in the cosmic system lack!

They all want self-help programs…how to improve self, improve their bodies and minds… they are in what has been properly labelled as… the rat race!
/Pro 14:12 There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.
When the OSN rules our lives we often feel we have the right to do something even though it is outside the plan of God.\
Trust God…dive into His principles and His word…give it time to sink and grow in it…it will lift you up head and shoulders above others so you can become a beacon of light for others who are lost.
/Psa 199:133 Establish my footsteps in Your word, and do not let any iniquity have dominion over me.
Stay in the New Nature more so than the old and you will find your path is clear!\

Those who love the Lord will follow the Lord.
Turn to Proverbs chapter 3

/Joh 10:27 “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;
Mature Bels know truth…they pursue truth.
/Pro 3:5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding. 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.\

I actually mention this chapter last lesson but couldn’t get into it because I also had notes on Proverbs chapter 6 I needed to cover… the sluggard and the one who cuts corners which Prov 6 covers that very nicely. 

But Pro 3 may be one of the great chapters on divine guidance that all Bels should look over from time to time.
Proverbs 3 verse 7 is where I want to begin.
/Pro 3:7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear  (respect) the LORD and turn away from evil. 8 It will be healing to your body and refreshment to your bones.\
This is clearly telling us God’s word has a healing effect on the human body and spirit. But you have to respect the Lord for Him to be able to come into your life and work. Notice get your own human wisdom out of the picture…it simply gets in the way of the plan of God!

Pro 3:9 Honor the LORD from your wealth and from the first of all your produce; 10 So your barns will be filled with plenty and your vats will overflow with new wine.
This is the Biblical principle of giving and it will be given back to you…your time talent and treasure should be supporting the word of God. 
/Pro 3:11 My son, do not reject the discipline of the LORD
Or loathe His reproof,
The importance of discipline and correction are written all over the Bible so we can GROW UP!\

Pastors that preach fluffy messages all the time, do just as much damage as Pastor’s who preach condemnation all the time…both are spiritually harmful for Bels to hear every message.
ELABORATE

Verse 12 uses a term for love it is the Hebrew verb- AH-HAV=  affectionate and endearing love…personal love.
/Pro 3:12 For whom the LORD loves ('ahab) He reproves, even as a father corrects the son in whom he delights.\
13 How blessed is the man who finds wisdom and the man who gains understanding.

/Pro 3:14 For (wisdom) her profit is better than the profit of silver and her gain better than fine gold. 15 She (wisdom) is more precious than jewels; and nothing you desire compares with her.\ 
Wisdom is the feminine noun CHOKMA.
Pro 3:16 Long life is in her right hand;
In her left hand are riches and honor.
17 Her ways are pleasant ways
And all her paths are peace.
Pro 3:18 She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her, and happy are all who hold her fast.

/Pro 3:19 The LORD by wisdom founded the earth, by understanding He established the heavens. 20 By His knowledge the deeps were broken up
And the skies drip with dew.\

Pro 3:21 My son, let them not vanish from your sight; Keep sound wisdom and discretion, 22 So they will be life to your soul And adornment to your neck.

[bookmark: _GoBack]It goes on to say you will lay down with no fear in your heart…your confidence will grow… it will protect you…wisdom, it is the key to unlock the doorway to discernment. 
