Mat 78
Don’t allow a circumstance to dictate the strength of your faith
LORD SUPPER
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Mat 8:19 Then a scribe came and said to Him, “Teacher, I will follow You wherever You go.”
Mat 8:20 Jesus said to him, “The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”
Mat 8:21 Another of the disciples said to Him, “Lord, permit me first to go and bury my father.”
Mat 8:22 But Jesus said to him, “Follow Me, and allow the dead to bury their own dead.”
/Mat 8:23 When He got into the boat, His disciples followed Him.\
Mat 8:24 And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being covered with the waves; but Jesus Himself was asleep.
Mat 8:25 And they came to Him and woke Him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing!”
Mat 8:26 He said to them, “Why are you afraid, you men of little faith?” Then He got up and rebuked the winds and the sea, and it became perfectly calm.
Mat 8:27 The men were amazed, and said, “What kind of a man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?”

We noted last lesson that the fishing boat probably held about 20 men possibly a few more… but 20 is a good estimate.
We see the disciples board the boat with no clue where they are going or what is coming next…just that they believe they are with the Messiah.
/We see faith in action when these Bels board the boat. Though it may be as small as a “mustard seed” they showed more faith than those left behind at Capernaum.\ 
There is a great value in trusting our faith in the Lord even when it’s not strong faith just yet…we step out on that limb and say - I’m giving it over to my Lord and trusting that He will show me the way.
And as we will see in this lesson today Bels will be tested and situations will arise that God wants to use for our own benefit if we are willing to step out in that faith.  REPEAT!!!
/Mat 8:24 And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being covered with the waves; but Jesus Himself was asleep.\
Because the Sea of Galilee is in a valley with some mountain range around it…when strong storms or winds arise they can really whip around in a circular motion on this body of water.
It can become very aggressive quickly.
We see that what little faith they had was being put to a test immediately.

TLJC in His humanity needed rest but the TLJC in His deity is in complete control. REPEAT!!!!
Had the disciples faith been greater they would have been solid in the fact they were in the boat with God Himself…yet there was probably a hint of doubt that lingered in the minds of a few.

/Their belief in Christ was big enough to be true Bels, yet still small enough for them to have doubts whether Jesus Christ was fully God in the sense of His divine sovereignty over everything.\

How often do we do this…as Bels in Christ… we doubt…we think God won’t come through this time.
Yea we believe He is all powerful and he is in control but He must be too busy for me right now…this time, He just can’t change the tide of events. This one situation is bigger than God’s power!

/Mat 8:25 And they came to Him and woke Him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing!”
Bels often allow the circumstance to dictate the strength of their faith, instead of the strength of their faith to dictate that circumstance.\
It’s true and we all do it from time to time.
For those Jewish men who were in that boat and proclaimed they knew the OT prophets and writings…maybe they forgot-
/Isa 41:10 ‘Do not fear, for I am with you; Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.’\
Actually the Prophet Isaiah was one of several prophets who should have given these men some calm assurance…but just this one chapter in Isa is very clear-
/Isa 41:14 “Do not fear, you worm Jacob, you men of Israel; I will help you,” declares the LORD, “and your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel.\

Notice the name Jacob…whenever the Lord used that name it was the failure and flesh of Jacob that God was pointing out…Israel was the name Jacob received as a winner Bel. Even in our failures and worst moments the Lord is working in our favor if we simply turn to Him.

/Mat 8:26 He said to them, “Why are you afraid, you men of little faith?” Then He got up and rebuked the winds and the sea, and it became perfectly calm.\
Turn to Psalms chapter 34 with me.

TLJC tells them they have little faith not that they lack complete faith…because as we noted last lesson the boat was filled with Bels.
It’s not uncommon to struggle with our faith…we are weak…we are flawed creatures and we have an OSN and a cosmic system constantly whispering to us to be fearful…have doubts…not trust in God.
King David wrote a lot of these Psalms and he was a man that knew about being attacked…he knew adversity, he had doubts and fears and also he knew blessings. Pick it up in verse eleven. 
Psa 34:11 Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear (respect) of the LORD.
Psa 34:12 Who is the man who desires life and loves length of days that he may see good?
Psa 34:13 Keep your tongue from evil
And your lips from speaking deceit.
Psa 34:14 Depart from evil and do good; Seek peace and pursue it.
/Psa 34:15 The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous and His ears are open to their cry.
The Bel is union with Christ, therefore all Bels have His righteousness!\
Never lose sight of that Royal Family. 
God looks at our position…our union with Christ solidifies the perfection and righteousness that God recognizes.

We worry about our daily condition …that we fail from time to time…that we are weak in certain areas…God sees us completed as we will look in eternity.
Psa 34:16 The face of the LORD is against evildoers, to cut off the memory of them from the earth.
/Psa 34:17 The righteous cry, and the LORD hears and delivers them out of all their troubles.\
Psa 34:18 The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.
Even when it may not feel like it in the moment God is working in the Bels favor.
When we turn back toward God after our mistakes or during our difficulties and afflictions God hears us…it is like the protocol son who finally comes home.
/Psa 34:19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD delivers him out of them all.\
Many men behind the pulpit promise all kinds of name it and claim it prosperity and being inside the Plan of God making good decisions is a way to receive blessings and rewards…that is true.

But the fact that we live in a flawed world with OSN’s and fallen angels working in opposition to God’s plan means that attacks and chaos will be an ongoing issue until the 2nd Advent.

And God tests the Bel for growth and opportunities to gain rewards and blessings. There is an active spiritual warfare going on right now in time that we have to account for as well.
Psa 34:20 He keeps all his bones,
Not one of them is broken.
This scripture has a duel meaning for the Bel and also for the Lord when He went to the Cross.
TLJC is the epitome of righteousness so this falls under prophecy…not one of His bones were broken even after the beating before the Cross.
For the positive Bel it doesn’t mean you will never break a bone…it speaks to God’s protection in your life.
Psa 34:21 Evil shall slay the wicked,
And those who hate the righteous will be condemned.
Psa 34:22 The LORD redeems the soul of His servants, and none of those who take refuge in Him will be condemned.

You can flip back into the book of Matthew.

/Mat 8:27 The men were amazed, and said, “What kind of a man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?”
This statement indicates that there was doubt about the depth of Jesus’s nature as God.\
Most of the people on that boat had believed in Jesus Christ as a Messiah…a savior from the one true God…and on some level they believed this was God in the flesh but there were shadows of doubts.
Truthfully throughout His walk TLJC would continually remind His followers that He and the Father are one…they are united in thought and spirit.

My personal guess is that they believed TLJC was God but they couldn’t understand Him in this human form…the Hypostatic union caused them some confusion. 

They may have thought-  yes this is God or the son of God but he is limited in this human form. 

When the Bible says God is one it is always referring to essence. 
/Jesus Christ is different from the other members of the Trinity in that He is a man having a body, a soul, and a human spirit. He has two natures, God and Man in one person forever. 
(Jhn 1:1-4, Rom 1:2-5, Phil 2:5-11, 1Tim 3:16, Heb 2:14.)\ 
The incarnate person of Christ includes His deity. It is never easy to wrap our finite human minds around the Doctrine of the Hypostatic Union…image the disciples who were walking and talking with Him at that historic point. 
The Apostle Paul may have said it best-
/1Tim 3:16 By common confession, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was
revealed in the flesh, was vindicated in the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory.\

My friends don’t allow the doubts and attacks of this world to hinder your faith.
TLJC is exactly who He says He is and historically the facts are that God became flesh and walked among us.

TLJC remains forever 100per cent God and 100per cent man. Once a body was prepared for Him…TLJC became human as the unique God-man of the universe.
And He along with the Father and HS are for you Royal family…not against you.

/Rom 8:31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?\
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God will test your faith for your own growth not because He needs to know where you are at spiritually…He knows everything.
This is the God who created the heavens and earth…and that is why TLJC could stand up in a boat in the middle of a storm…. and with a word stop the winds and rain.

Only God can shout out and stop nature itself in its tracks.
Trust in Him…let your faith grow in HIM!
ELABORATE
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1Co 11:23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread;
1Co 11:24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.”

In remembrance of our Lord let us eat the bread.
1Co 11:25 In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
1Co 11:26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Let us drink the cup….let us pray

