Mat 202
Walking by the Spirit  

I open today with a scripture that explains a great deal of this series I have taught you – it tells us about our heart, our desires and needs deep within the soul structure. 
/Ecc 3:11 He has made everything appropriate in its time. He has also set eternity in their heart, yet so that man will not find out the work which God has done from the beginning even to the end.
This speaks directly to another gift God gave mankind in eternity past – a yearning to know HIM.\
There is a divine space in our soul structure that was planted in eternity past that drives us to realize we need God. It can only be filled by TLJC.
Though many will fill it with other things. 

Because free will is essential inside God’s plan, meaning you can neglect this calling deep within or accept it at some point and a spark of faith ignites and God the HS can do His work.
Remember faith needs something or someone to hold on to, blind faith is useless.
Every person ever born is given this seed of knowledge or desire that they need God…they need a savior.

Again, showing us God does all the work, even when we thought we searched for God, HE had already placed a desire in there…nothing we do in our flesh earns or deserves salvation.
Our free will decision to turn to TLJC is a thought with no works of the flesh involved.
A brief acceptance of being a sinner in need of a savior placed in us from eternity past.
In Luke chapter 23 the thief on the cross acknowledge he was a sinner in need of a savior. You can read that on your own many of you know the exchange between the thief and TLJC.
He recognized his sins and recognized Christ as the one true Lord & Savior.

To come to the saving faith of TLJC is a seed planted by God that mankind’s free will ignites. What we think and what our heart grabs ahold of matters inside the plan of God.
/Jhn 3:14 “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; 15 so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life.
If you are facing certain death and you are told to stare at a symbol to save you, you would be intently staring in hope of salvation – is that a works program? (Num 21)\
This is life or death – a poison was in their system and that poison is analogues to the OSN.
We need a savior to remove this horrible condition. 
Recognition and acceptance of the fact we are our sinners and we focus on the savior is nothing we can do in our flesh.
As I mentioned last lesson it is the same way we walk after salvation. 
Again, today we will open in the OT, let’s go to the book of Zechariah.
Zechariah chapter three today. 

This will be the final in the series as we will head back into Matthew chapter 15 next class. 

We will start there because I want to note one of the terms used to describe Satan and that would be the accuser of the brethren.
/Rev 12:10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night.\
Accuser of the Bels – why would Satan have any legal ground to stand on in the divine courtroom of heaven and accuse anyone if he had no real evidence.

Satan is not a fool; He is very shrewd and wise and a creature with battle plans and deep knowledge of just how God operates in HIS divine justice system. 
Just some food for thought as I always say…the scriptures tell a story of Bels who fall after salvation, Bels with a nature capable of sin after salvation and therefore Satan has accusations rooted in truth, yet we have the Cross of Christ which we rely upon because the work is done. The debt wiped off the table in fact, just one drop of blood from Christ tips the scales of divine justice in our favor.

The prophet Zechariah proclaimed just as much about the coming Messiah as almost any other prophet and often gets overlooked within common Bible studies. 
Only the Prophet Isaiah spoke more prophecies about TLJC then Zechariah.
His ministry was about preaching the return to the Lord after captivity and his ministry was at its peak around 520 BC. 

It has a strong emphasis on repentance which is not salvation but a return to the word of God…a return to TLJC. 
A washing clean of former sins and getting back in God’s plan. 

The vision in chapter 3 is about a man called Joshua not the same Joshua who proceeded Moses, he was long since gone and in paradise awaiting the Cross like many OT saints at this historic point.
This Joshua was a high priest for the Jewish people upon their return after their captivity from the Babylonian Empire. 
This is a BEL and spiritual leader for the nation of Israel.

This vision is a powerful prophetic vision given to Zechariah and the big picture in this is that the nation of Israel which was made up of a majority of apostate Bels…but none the less Bels, is dirty and seen as unfit to stand in front of God.

/Zec 3:1 Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him.\
This resembles a courtroom drama you see Satan at his right because this is the only defense lawyer Joshua had.
The angel of the LORD refers to TLJC. 

In fact, Satan is there to accuse and not defend, because guess what? – Joshua is guilty because the nation of Israel was guilty!  
Zec 3:2 The LORD said to Satan, “The LORD rebuke you, Satan! Indeed, the LORD who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?”
The brand plucked from the fire - speaks to the firestorm of assaults on the Babylonian Empire…Israel or what was left of the nation was pulled out by King Cyrus who had mercy on the Jewish captives and released them.
You see Babylonian captivity was discipline for allowing cosmic viewpoint and satanic agendas into the nation.

When the Bel keeps pushing for time away from God and more time in the cosmic system – eventually, God being the perfect gentlemen, gives them what they desire. 
/Zec 3:3 Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments and standing before the angel.
The nation of Israel with Joshua included, had gone astray into lifestyle choices outside God’s plan.\ 

After their journey into apostasy and the misery of captivity that sin entangles us into, it was time to return to the Lord.

It’s interesting that God used a man – the king of Persia (Cyrus) who was most likely was an Unbel at first to free his people. 
Many scholars believe that King Cyrus became converted by his contact with Jewish leaders after he conquered Babylon and others think he never came to believe. 
It just goes to show - don’t put God in box when it comes to circumstances and even people He may use in your life.

/Zec 3:4 He spoke and said to those who were standing before him, saying, “Remove the filthy garments from him.” Again he said to him, “See, I have taken your iniquity away from you and will clothe you with festal robes.”\

Notice it is TLJC who washes us clean, it is TLJC who clothes us in fresh linen which for the CA Bel is a reference to putting on the nature of Christ or walking in the power of God the HS.

The Bel washing themselves clean is not a works program because we are incapable of doing this without the union we have in Christ. It is because the work is done and we agree with who and what Jesus is and has done.    REPEAT
/Zec 3:5 Then I said, “Let them put a clean turban on his head.” So they put a clean turban on his head and clothed him with garments, while the angel of the LORD was standing by.\
The clean turban on the head speaks to authority, it is the Lord who ordains people into positions of authority.

Mankind uses Satan’s counterfeits and fakes but TLJC promotes the Bels when they are ready and HE deems the time is right.
Zec 3:6 And the angel of the LORD admonished Joshua, saying,
The Hebrew verb `uwd (OOH-D) which comes from a root word in the Aramaic means to admonish – but the emphasis is on a reminder or warning that will help place you back on the right path, it can be used as a lesson in restoration. 
 /Zec 3:7 “Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘If you will walk in My ways and if you will perform My service, then you will also govern My house and also have charge of My courts, and I will grant you free access among these who are standing here.\
If you follow my word, if you remain steadfast in my plan and live in your calling I will assure you and ANY Bel that access to the heavenly power is never interrupted and divine wisdom will flow to you while you are in this temporal condition.
/Heb 4:16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
The same call for the CA Bel when they are habitually inside God’s plan.\
God assures any Bel that if they can have a lifestyle that reflects Jesus – meaning the humanity of Christ.

Not sinless perfection but a habitual walk inside God’s plan, the heavenly powers will be available in abundancy to sustain them here in the temporal condition. 
/Zec 3:8 ‘Now listen, Joshua the high priest, you and your friends who are sitting in front of you—indeed they are men who are a symbol, for behold, I am going to bring in My servant the Branch.\
This is pointing out Jewish leadership meaning other men of God – priests.
They are called to preach the word accurately because the symbol or shadow they represent is the coming Messiah – the BRANCH. 

Now you see a stronger shift from God the HS who is giving Zechariah this vision, that future prophecy is coming under into view.
/Zec 3:9 ‘For behold, the stone that I have set before Joshua; on one stone are seven eyes. Behold, I will engrave an inscription on it,’ declares the LORD of hosts, ‘and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day.
The 2nd Advent of Christ removes the full discipline on Israel and begins the 1000 years of perfection with the Lord on earth.\
This will be a time when Jewish traditions and promises for the nation of Israel come to fruition. 

Don’t forget TLJC is the chief cornerstone, HE is the one that unites Jews & Gentiles under one belief system. So, the reference to the stone also points to our Lord and the 7 eyes are the number of God’s perfection and completion and all the wisdom that will come once TLJC comes back a second time. 

Zec 3:10 ‘In that day,’ declares the LORD of hosts, ‘every one of you will invite his neighbor to sit under his vine and under his fig tree.’”
This is a sign of great prosperity for the millennium reign of Christ.
We are going to close this series out today by going into Ephesians chapter 5.

/ The Bels sins after salvation but such sin or carnality does not mean loss of salvation, it means loss of fellowship, it means stepping outside of God’s perfect will. It is a temporal world and condition we face until we are in the heavenly and fully instated in our eternal position. — examples 1Cor 3:1-3; 1 Jhn 1:8-10 speak to our weakness in the temporal condition.\
Nothing to feel shame or guilt over it is the condition of weak flesh or trends in the OSN and though it is nailed to the Cross at Calvary and we have the victory the battle in the spiritual sense is not yet complete – though it is won.
REPEAT

/Pro 1:23 “Turn to my reproof,
Behold, I will pour out my spirit on you;
I will make my words known to you.
The Bel need only acknowledge their sin and mentally touch that Cross at Calvary. That is where the resolution sits, it is complete and always available for this temporal battle. \
Now in Ephesians chapter five Paul is teaching the concept of godliness.
Walking in that new nature or by means of God the HS.

/Eph 5:6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers with them;\
The influence of the cosmic system removes the opportunity of a Bel walking in that new nature.
The Apostle Paul warns this mixing and matching of false doctrines and cosmic friendships is a danger and puts the Bel back into the OSN – like the Unbels in the world.

/Eph 5:8 for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light
Be imitators of Jesus Christ, which is impossible from the flesh.\
The clarification of the subject matter here is all about how to walk inside the plan of God.
Bels – whether it is the church at Ephesus or the church down the block this is instruction on becoming imitators of Christ.

So, Paul goes through some warning not to be like the Unbels who influence you in the cosmic system.
Now look at verse 13 -
Eph 5:13 But all things become visible when they are exposed by the light, for everything that becomes visible is light.
/Eph 5:14 For this reason it says,
“Awake, sleeper, And arise from the dead, And Christ will shine on you.”
This speaks to Bels – there is no transition speaking to Unbel & salvation.\
The emphasis is on those Bels who have step outside the plan of God – those who no longer consider it a priority to stay in fellowship with the Trinity. 

Eph 5:15 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise,
Again Paul is making an issue out of lifestyle by using the term walking, as in the same term - to put on the new nature tells us a choice needs to be made by the Bel.
Eph 5:16 making the most of your time, because the days are evil.
This is a direct call to the Bel to accept the fact that we are surrounded by a cosmic system designed to distract and destroy mankind.

Redeem the time is a better translation. Get serious Bel because the time is short!
/Eph 5:17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,\
These verses all need to be taught in unison that is why I highlighted the beginning of this chapter and right into verse 19 thru 21 need to flow together.

Paul is emphasizing how to walk in the new nature reflecting TLJC and then he clearly wants a wake-up call for those Bels who are in reversionism. Now he is saying don’t be foolish, time is of the essence and there is a satanic warfare raging in this world so please understand the plan of God, the design and desire that God has for the Bels. That all goes into these verses as well as it is a build- up of principles & warnings. 
REPEAT
/Eph 5:18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled (plēroō) with (by) the Spirit (pneuma)
To be filled - speaks to the concept that something is at its fullest measure, to make complete or bring into completion or accomplish in the sense of perfection.\  
(PLAY-RA-OH    NEW-MA)
The proper way this is interpreted has to connect to the scriptures before because that is the subject and after we see the result.
The Greek word for dissipation; asōtia –(ASS-OH-TEE-A) speaks to being reckless in the sense that you abandon your normal senses and allow something else to take over your soul. 
It is used fairly regularly to describe a form of drunkenness or being under the wrong influence.       REPEAT
The right way to read this from original context is that Paul is stating how to deal with this cosmic warfare, getting into the plan of God accurately and to not allow something like the distractions or the power of alcohol to consume your soul but a power greater which is God the HS.

Drinking alcohol is not against the word of God - drunkenness is.
Just as excess consumption of wine can lead to filling you with a negative spirit in the sense that it changes the person’s thoughts and actions, instead tap into the power of the Holy Spirit.

We have a deficiency in our soul as human beings and God the HS can fill that void with spiritual discernment and a spiritual I.Q.

Some dispute how this is written and right off the bat you need to realize it is -be filled by the Spirit to be accurate.
The next argument is that it is simply talking about the breathing in and out of the word of God because how it is written.
/Eph 5: 18 - but be filled (plēroō) with (by) the Spirit (pneuma)

Pneuma- meaning breath but in this sense the divine breath of God which points to intake of His word under the proper power, so the Bel can then breath out application in the same divine power.
Hagios – (holy) is absent which leads us to look at the working effect of God the HS in action. The spiritual nature of Christ working in a Bel who is applying what Paul teaches in these scriptures.\
(HOG-GEE-US)
This is most definitely speaking about God the HS and I believe the emphasis is on the power of the HS in action not just the person of the HS because we have to take into account the next scriptures as well as we did the ones prior to verse 18.
/Eph 5:19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord;
This is a nature of divine happiness and fellowship in action that the flesh can’t manufacture.\
Speaking to one another is the building up of Bels by the word of God – BD.
Then we see what happens when Bels all filled with the HS are capable of, it speaks to unity but in the sense that music which is a form of worship is used because musical instruments and singing needs to be in unity -harmoniously done.
Real fellowship ensues when the power source of God the HS in action. 
Real truth and Christian unity come forth when God the HS in action.
All being of the same mind!
REPEAT
Eph 5:20 always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father;
Eph 5:21 and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.






