James #170
Crowns

Tonight we have a prayer meeting on discord.
This is a subject matter I have covered before in the past. Today I would suggest getting a pen and pad and making sure you jot these down, because we will hop around a lot today.
There will be a lot of scriptures to take note on.
As we dive into this lesson on crowns for the CA Believer, let us clarify exactly what Pastor James two is speaking upon in verses 12 into 13; 
/Jam 2:12 So speak, and so act, as those who are to be judged by the law of freedom. 13 For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy (eleos); mercy triumphs over judgment.

This speaks to grace in action; God is never merciless. Therefore, this is not to be viewed in the same fashion as we view mercy and merciless.\ 
EL-EE-US, is a Greek noun for the action of grace and mercy, it is what a Christian should be displaying while walking in their New Nature.
This also speaks to the Bema Seat Judgement of Christ. It is not as though God wants to be hard and merciless for the Believer. It means – the grace you truly walked in will come to light at that judgement seat of Christ.
                              REPEAT
Verse 13 actually points to what you brought out in your spiritual walk and what you displayed, will all be dealt with at that time; 
/Jam 2:13 – mercy triumphs over (katakauchaomai) judgment.

Grace in action (walking in the power of HS) glorifies God not the flesh. At the bema seat of Christ, only true righteous acts that glorify GOD can stand up against this judgment.\ 
KAT-ACK-AL-HOW-MY, really means to make a claim, to exult over something or someone.
To stand above something or someone.

/God’s grace and mercy are always abundant – if they were not, even at the Bema Seat Judgment of Christ, Believers who failed to respond to the truth of scripture would burn up with their deeds of the flesh. The Bel who does not live by GRACE, should not expect to escape a loss of rewards, blessings and crowns when God’s justice system and pure righteousness shines upon their lifestyle.\
For God to truly be seen as merciless under human viewpoint, would mean any Christian who hurt others, lied, cheated and treated people with cruelty or prejudice would be burnt up with their lifestyle of flesh – in other words they would more than likely be destined for the Lake of Fire.
Yet even the worse Believer alive still has the seal of the righteousness of Christ in them.
They still enter heaven. 
/James is stating that God will evaluate firmly and yet fairly at the Bema Seat for Christians. It is a serious statement (Jam 2:12-13) because there is nothing in the natural realm that can stand up to this fiery judgement. If it lacked the righteousness of Christ and did not glorify God in time, it will not stand, it will be decimated. The judgment is based upon the law of freedom (Christ) a lifestyle of operational grace.\ 
All legalism and arrogance are destroyed at this judgment. 
All is revealed at the Bema Seat Judgement Seat of Christ. Which means any reward, blessing and eternal crown will be revealed and removed, or revealed and given to that Bel.
Again, I believe it will a temporary pain for many Christians as they witness what they not only missed out on in time…but then into eternity. 
                              REPEAT
/There are 5 crowns or ranks we can find in scripture related to the current Church age Believers;
The Crown of Life
The Incorruptible Crown
The Crown of Righteousness 
The Crown of Glory
The Crown of Rejoicing (Splendor)
The Crown or Order of the Morning star\
There are some teachers who have less or more and give differing definitions, but we will stick to what scripture reveals to us.

There are 5 definitive crowns and one level of high rank that can be noted.
Some may use differing terminology but your will find these all within scripture.

/The Crown of Life is related to the invisible hero’s production from their spiritual gift, their ambassadorship, as well as royal priesthood as a combat veteran in spiritual warfare. 

Jam 1:12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. 
                                               (Rev 2:10)\
The Crown of Life represents victory during the tests, adversities and the pressures of our daily walk after salvation. 
It will be given to those who persevere consistently into higher levels of maturity, by applying God’s word accurately under the power of the HS.

It is not a lifestyle of sinless perfection, but one who endures consistently.
                      REPEAT
/The Incorruptible Crown belongs to those who have conquered difficulties of the flesh, weak areas have been conquered;  
1Cor 6:12 All things are permitted for me, but not all things are of benefit. All things are permitted for me, but I will not be mastered by anything.

1Cor 9:27 but I strictly discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified. 
     (1Pet 2:11, Col 3:5, 2Cor 10:5-6)   \
Many Christians will receive more than one crown. Each crown represents a level of authority in heaven.
/The Crown of Righteousness is given to the Bel who developed greater capacity for blessings in time, which translates to greater blessings in eternity. You put aside the details of life and focused upon Christ;

2Tim 4:8 in the future there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.           (2Pet 3:13)\
Those Christians who receive this crown will have peeled away from the worldly distractions and became intensely focused on TLJC.
The occupation with Christ develops at a high level – so much so that your priorities complete shift toward the spiritual over the natural.
Many of you who take Bible study as a serious priority, will develop into this type of victorious Christian. 
                           REPEAT
/The Crown of Glory is assigned to pastors who diligently study and teach the Word;

Heb 6:10 For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His name, by having served and by still serving the saints.
                       (1Pet 5:2-4, Col 1:24-29)\
This is specifically designed and given out for pastor-teachers who have put their full effort into studying and teaching God’s word with accuracy.
We will close today in Revelation chapter two RF. 

/1Pet 5:2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not with greed but with eagerness; 3 nor yet as domineering over those assigned to your care, but by proving to be examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.\

The next Crown will be given to those who have been soul winners;
/The Crown of Rejoicing (splendor) is for the soul winners, those who were able to evangelize and bring Unbels to Christ;

1Thes 2:19 For who is our hope, or joy or crown of pride, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming? Or is it not indeed you? 20 For you are our glory and joy.\
Keep in mind it is not necessarily about numbers.
You can have evangelized accurately to two people and yet one of the two rejected the gospel and the other became born again.
That one Bel may have gone on to become a great Bel who evangelized to two dozen people. 
Those two-dozen multiplied into a hundred over time.

The first few chapters of Revelation points to the 7 churches related to the CA we currently live in.
These were physical churches – literal congregations. Now also… there are analogies and shadows of the CA Believers seen within these 7 churches. 

There are great studies within these first few chapters related to the CA we now live in. 
Because by chapter 4 the teaching pivots into the Tribulation period. 
This study will take us into the next message because there is a great deal to learn from this section of Revelation.
This is a look at one of the greatest rewards and titles a Bel in the CA can have.

Now Thyatira was not the most popular or largest of cities, but it was known for its industries and trades. It was also known for the popularity of the Greek and Roman pantheon of gods.
Today it is located in modern day Turkey.
One of the products it was known for was the dye industry for purple and red colors and clothing often used by Royality. 
Rev 2:18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write:
The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and feet like burnished bronze, says this:
We know this is The Lord Jesus Christ.

So, the words written here as are most of Revelation, is Christ speaking through a messenger angel directly to the Apostle John.
Rev 2:19 ‘I know your deeds, and your love and faith, and service and perseverance, and that your deeds of late are greater than at first.
This is a growing congregation yet there is a cancer within it.
/This church and even this prophetess known as a type of Jezebel were all Bels. Meaning her rise to spiritual power and political influence in this city was not an overnight sensation. This was a long period of manipulation and the weak allowed to control the strong – which is always an erosion of authority that takes a period of time. Just as the first Jezebel spun a slow, yet powerful influence over King Ahab who had once been a respected soldier and leader.\ 
Even the Assyrian army held Ahab in high regard at one point, until Jezebel took over.
We do not know if this Jezebel was a Bel, yet we do know she was affiliated with a doctrinal church here in Thyatira.

We can establish that this congregation began strong and steadfast in the truth of BD.
This is an excellent warning about allowing false teaching into your life.
/Rev 2:20 ‘But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray so that they commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.

This has the dual meaning of an actual woman like Jezebel claiming spiritual authority and prophecy. It also points to a spirit of Jezebel that will touch the Church Age.\ 
One of the ancient Hebrew definitions for the name Jezebel is - BAAL is exalted.
The shadow or typology of Jezebel, is usually related to beauty and sexuality, as well as manipulation and control. 
Rev 2:21 ‘I gave her time to repent, and she does not want to repent of her sexual immorality.

This was a woman who held some level of authority in the city of Thyatira. Again, this happened over a period of time and it happened because those in authority and men with strength allowed this.
/Rev 2:20 – that you tolerate (aphiēmi) the woman Jezebel -

To yield or allow something, to disregard or neglect. Pres, Act, Ind – they kept allowing and turning away from the problem. \
AFF-EE-OH-ME, means to allow or turn a blind eye to something. 
The present tense tells us this was happening as an ongoing issue.
The active voice points to those who should have been stopping this when it started. 
The indictive mood means it was factual; it had been happening and continued to happen.
                               REPEAT
To tolerate someone or something evil means you may even disagree with it at first. But you keep giving up ground and you keep allowing this in your periphery. 
All of us have times that we allow these things in at first, because it seems like no big deal. Or it seems like you can control it and then it begins to control you!
                 REPEAT
We know many prophecies hold layers within them, so there is a greater analogy, and a larger problem that we can see just ahead in the book of Revelation. 
/Rev 17:1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and spoke with me, saying, “Come here, I will show you the judgment of the great prostitute who sits on many waters, 2 with whom the kings of the earth committed acts of sexual immorality, and those who live on the earth became drunk with the wine of her sexual immorality.”\

We see the beast system itself will be built upon not only a one world government and one world banking system. But also, a one world religious system.
We can note to sit on many waters means it will hold influence in many parts of the world.
The kings of the earth point to leadership, governments and militaries.
This system may well begin within some version of Christianity which I believe it does and is being built up right now for the future coming of the antichrist. 
                             REPEAT
This is why I warn you about denominational dogma and counterfeit systems because many Christians will fall for this. Many are already knee deep into something that resembles Christianity, yet is truly not the same church of Jesus Christ.
/Many of these Believers were like Ahab, they were strong in some fashion, yet slowly gave in and turned a blind eye, they were led astray very easily. 
“But I have this fact against you, you tolerate and allow that woman Jezebel who proclaims authority and prophecy to bewitch and seduce you into immoral practices.”\
 

