Mat 179
The food of the word sustains the Believer in the Church Age.

We will pick it up in Matthew chapter 14 verse 22 today.

Thank you to Walter & Joyel, James, Gloria as well as Revell and his father among a few others who have supported or promoted this ministry in recent weeks, we have about 5 or 6 new followers because people have supported or promoted the ministry recently.
Thanks to everyone who supports or promotes this small ministry you keep me pressing onward and I am certain you touch the lives of others who need this spiritual food. 
/Mat 14:22 Immediately He made the disciples get into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other side, while He sent the crowds away.\
Mat 14:23 After He had sent the crowds away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray; and when it was evening, He was there alone.
Mat 14:24 But the boat was already a long distance from the land, battered by the waves; for the wind was contrary.

Mat 14:25 And in the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea.     (3 to 6 a.m.)
The analogy we can make right off the bat is TLJC sent them out with twelve baskets full of food and not only just fish & bread, but miraculous baskets of overflowing food that they just witnessed as an astonishing miracle. 

They just watched about ten thousand people fill their bellies with 5 loaves of bread and two fish.
TLJC has completed HIS teaching for the day or so HE thought and needed to be alone with HIS Father and get personal rest and prayer time.

/The disciples in the boat had to be the original 12 Apostles and possibly a few others. The 12 full baskets of food represent not only God’s grace provision in abundance but the word of God itself for the future Church age. These men would carry the word to feed a lost and dying world while Christ will sit down at the right hand of the FATHER.\

There is a lot within just a few scriptures here. 
TLJC would ascend back to the throne room of heaven after HIS death, burial and resurrection. The 12 Apostles, obviously, it would be Paul later not Judas Iscariot, but 12 being the divine number for an establishment or divine order like a government, is in view and they carry God’s word, they carry the food for the spiritual needs. 

Not only carry it they would be the ones to complete the canon of scripture.

The Bible is clear that the word of God is spiritual food and without it the world is lost and the Bel is weak & confused.
The word is available for anyone there is no cost or set standard other than a positive attitude.
/Isa 55:1 “Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who have no money come, buy and eat.
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. 2 “Why do you spend money for what is not bread, and your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, and delight yourself in abundance.\
Freely it is given freely you shall give is the call for the teachers of the word of God. (1Cor 2:12, 2Cor 6:11, Gal 6:6)

All this nonsense in the cosmic system where preachers and teachers put a price tag on everything is against the word of God. If you have the gift of pastor-teacher, you have to try and feed people the word of God.
Ultimately positive people respond and maybe you get a full-time ministry and get paid but not because you charge for everything. 
Maybe you get in a position like I am in currently, I can teach at almost at a full-time level while working another job…I don’t make enough to just study & teach on my own.

The prophet Isaiah is asking Bels why do you waste time and money on that which has no nutritional value…
spiritually it has no value for your soul.

How many Bels today spend time and money on filling up their minds with fluff and nonsense related to the devil’s world?
Most of it designed to distract and confuse you.
The word of God is our daily food without it a Bel is stagnant and stagnant in the plan of God is backward motion.

Turn to Hebrews chapter 5 with me.
No one stands still in their spiritual walk they are either in forward motion or backward motion. Just like you are either in the new nature or old nature at any given moment, no gray areas.

God’s people often settle for the stew of the cosmic system instead of the pure feast of God’s word.
/Exo 16:3 The sons of Israel said to them, “Would that we had died by the LORD’S hand in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat, when we ate bread to the full; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”

The stew that the slaves in Egypt received was a mix of unknown meats and insects. Whatever was scurrying in the brush, rats, rabbits and other creatures.\
Yet they cry out for the cosmic stew as soon as they face a challenge or difficult day.
 Sadly, many of God’s people today settle for a counterfeit meal instead of the purity of the word.
Remember the O.T. is a shadow of the N.T. and the nation of Israel is an example of the CA Bels.
And in God’s grace HE fed the Exodus generation everyday exactly what they need to survive.
/Exo 16:4 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day, that I may test them, whether or not they will walk in My instruction.
The manna from heaven is equivalent to God supplying our needs and spiritual food for the Bels.\
Bels are to follow the example of TLJC and what the Apostle established as spiritual habits. DAILY intake of the word, daily study!
It doesn’t mean sitting in a church every day. Maybe 20 minutes of meditation on a scripture and two or three times a week attending a Bible study…God gave the gift of evangelist & pastors for a reason.      ELABORATE

In Hebrews chapter 5 there is a lesson about the similarities between TLJC and the OT High priest Melchizedek, but more importantly look at the problem with those Bels who are listening to the message;

/Heb 5:11 Concerning him we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing.
This is apathy toward truth, laziness concerning your relationship with Christ.\
Hebrews was written only a few years before A.D. 70 - the destruction of Jerusalem which by the way falls under the 5th cycle of discipline for those that think that only applied to OT Israel, you are wrong. 
God’s cycles of discipline can even occur in a CA Bels life on a much smaller scale.
Probably a lesson for another day.
Heb 5:12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.
This is not knocking on milk in fact in the ancient world milk was a staple for growth as it is today, but maybe more so back then.
 It is a spiritual analogy about those Bels who have been taught for years and never advance past salvation principles. 
/Heb 5:13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant.
Milk is a staple for bodily foundation (bone strength). But used in the sense of being in the stage of infancy, unable to eat adult food.\
The Bel is expected to grow after salvation…never forced, because God is a perfect gentleman. Without spiritual growth there is no maturity and no blessing & rewards in time or eternity.
/Heb 5:14 But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses (aisthētērion) trained (gymnazō) to discern good and evil.
Meaning their minds, the area of perception & understanding is exercised.\
Key phrase; because of practice they have their senses trained – aisthētērion.
(ICE-TA-TAY-EE-ON) this is another one of those words we can note for the soul structure in the sense of a person’s mind how the take in information and process it. 
That Greek word gymnazo  -(GOON-AZ-OH) where we get gymnasium from it points us to the athletic games of the ancient world which were brutal and extremely physical so the training was intense. To train your mind habitually over and over to expand your thoughts and knowledge toward BD. 

The Apostle Paul taught a similar lesson to the church at Corinth because much like today it was an ongoing problem.
/1Cor 3:2 I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able,
Basic doctrines, principles surrounding salvation and early stages of spiritual growth.\

Because the issue is they take two steps forward and three steps backward, never really gaining enough ground to apply the word of God to their lives.

This is the cause of many Bels never having a solid spiritual IQ and any discernment in their lives.
In Matthew chapter 14 the analogy of the twelve baskets of food speaks to the principle that the word of God is overflowing for the Bels in the CA to learn & grow from. 
The completed canon of scripture is the mind of Christ and food for us while we await the Rapture of the church. 

/1Pet 2:1 Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, 2 like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,
Strong desire/hunger for the spiritual nutrition or portion of truth that comes from Christ (logos).\

The original scripture does not use the normal Greek term for milk as we know it and it is why I use it as part of my opening.
Because the WORD is always the mind of Christ. The word is what feeds us not big music ministries and fluffy sermons and emotional waves, it is always the word!
/Soul nourishing-milk is a closer translation in the Greek, of 1Pet 2:1- the pure milk, actually speaking to portions logikos of the word, because we can’t absorb the whole truth in one swallow, we need consistent feedings.\ 
LOG-EE-CAS is the adjective used for word meaning a piece or portion.
Turn to John chapter 6 and we will finish up there today.

This spiritual food is something we need to grow on, keep taking it in for strength like the natural food we eat to sustain us and it helped us grow to adulthood. 

Paul calls the word of God spiritual food in 1Cor 10:3, so the analogy of what the word means is often related to food in the spiritual sense.

These are the words of TLJC Himself in John chapter 6 verse 47 thru 51;
Jhn 6:47 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life.

/Jhn 6:48 “I am the bread of life.
There is no other bread we accept and digest into our soul other than Jesus Christ for salvation and growth.\
Jhn 6:49 “Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died.
Jhn 6:50 “This is the bread which comes down out of heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die.

/Jhn 6:51 “I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread also which I will give for the life of the world is My flesh.”\

And the legalistic Jews got more confused and angrier because in their arrogance they did not understand TLJC statements like this;
/Jhn 6:54 “He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.

Jesus was teaching the principle of believing upon Him as the only source of salvation and spiritual growth. We can not digest any other source other than HIS word, HIS calling and HIS life as the means to eternal security & spiritual maturity.\   REPEAT      ELABORATE
The teaching of what we see in Matthew chapter 14 is pushing the disciples to another level of understanding as we the CA Bels need to be pushed to a new level of spiritual growth.

If you are not digesting the word of God, the mind of TLJC habitually you are not growing. You can not wish yourself into spiritual growth while watching secular TV and cosmic nonsense. 
You take yourself to the gym 3 or 4 times a week regularly while watching your calories and you know your body will respond in a positive way to that, it is the same in the spiritual sense.

/Mat 14:23 After He had sent the crowds away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray; and when it was evening, He was there alone.
The emphasis is on the Lord being alone for not only rest & fellowship with the Father but to set the example that soon the Church Age would be dependent upon only the Word.\ 
The physical presence of TLJC would again be a shadow of what OT Israel had, which was like the Shekinah Glory (pillar of smoke by day & fire by night).
Only in the CA we have a tabernacle in our soul structure which is the house of God for the trinity. We have God the HS in a new capacity not seen in the OT.

/Mat 14:24 But the boat was already a long distance from the land, battered by the waves; for the wind was contrary. 25 And in the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea.
The Lord is preparing them to rely upon the word & filling power of the Holy Spirit. The storm represents the cosmic system and its instability we all face. \

Notice something TLJC does not immediately run to their rescue in fact they probably were alone several hours in that storm. That 4th watch was between 3am & 6am.

/The Lord allowed about 4 hours or longer to pass by before HE makes His way out to them. Faith rest is what they needed to live in. The word which they had absorbed at this point was the focus they needed to apply because the cosmic system will not cease from its uncertainty & attacks upon Christians.\


/Those 12 baskets of food were representing 3 important principles. 
1. Everything that Christ has done for us and given us (The Cross & His mind) is enough to sustain us in the storms of the cosmic system, while He is physically absent.\

/2. 12 men chosen by Christ would be responsible to carry the truth and complete the scriptures setting up a standard for the new dispensation (Church Age), that they were preparing to transition into.\


/3. God’s word is abundantly available and powerful enough to feed the whole world. Meaning anyone who humbles themselves and turns to the Lord can receive the divine food of eternal life.\

As we close the last principle that became apparent for these disciples is that God’s word is available for anyone, no barriers or cost should stop the teaching of the truth.
/Mat 10:8 “Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. Freely you received, freely give. 9 “Do not acquire gold, or silver, or copper for your money belts, 10 or a bag for your journey, or even two coats, or sandals, or a staff; for the worker is worthy of his support.\
The word of God is to be handled accurately by the men God has chosen and they should be supported by positive Bels who recognize their calling in the plan is to support the teaching of truth.

God being the perfect gentleman, never intrudes on people’s free will and that is why some pastors who probably do not even have the gift, teach and are not academically honest, they rely on emotions & fluff or even guilt and shame.
And many Bels do not step up and support truth-based ministries because they prefer to follow teaching that tickles their emotions.
They even prefer to not spend any time or treasure supporting truth or even really listening too it habitually and that is why the prophet Amos made this statement about the last days;

Amos 8:11 “Behold, days are coming,” declares the Lord GOD, “When I will send a famine on the land, Not a famine for bread or a thirst for water, But rather for hearing the words of the LORD.
[image: Unchecked Copy Box]Amo 8:12“People will stagger from sea to sea and from the north even to the east; They will go to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, But they will not find it.
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