Mat #11 perseverance under pressure

Mat 2:14 So Joseph got up and took the Child and His mother while it was still night, and left for Egypt. 15 He remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “OUT OF EGYPT I CALLED MY SON.”

Mat 2:16 Then when Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he became very enraged, and sent and slew all the male children who were in Bethlehem and all its vicinity, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had determined from the magi. 17 Then what had been spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled:  (prophecy 500yrs. Prior to birth of Christ)

/Mat 2:18 “A VOICE WAS HEARD IN RAMAH, WEEPING AND GREAT MOURNING, RACHEL WEEPING FOR HER CHILDREN; AND SHE REFUSED TO BE COMFORTED, BECAUSE THEY WERE NO MORE.”\
Mat 2:19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, and said, 20 “Get up, take the Child and His mother, and go into the land of Israel; for those who sought the Child’s life are dead.”

Verse 18 when you see this word RAMA it is a small town between Jerusalem & Bethlehem and was a collection point for the slaves & captives during the reign of King Nebuchadnezzar. 

/Rama in verse 18 speaks to a holding place for the Jewish captives as the 5th cycle of discipline fell upon the Nation of Israel & Babylonian captivity began. Rachel (one of Jacob’s wives) is represented for the Jewish mothers.\

Again we can note how scripture is prophetic carrying over several generations….history repeating itself.

Jeremiah predicting the captivity and then the coming slaughter of Jewish babies in one prophecy. 

The Babylonian Military killed many babies as well.

It was now King Herod bringing the pain & grief upon the Jewish families by killing innocent babies in search of the baby Messiah.
/Mat 2:20 “Get up, take the Child and His mother, and go into the land of Israel; for those who sought the Child’s life are dead.”
King Herod become so physically & mentally ill he tried suicide but he eventually died in a medical facility. He had already had a few of his own sons killed or jailed, so now it was safe for Joseph & Mary to return.\

Remember I told you last lesson that Herod the Great had his first wife killed and he had many wives & many sons. 
A few of Herod’s sons that were rising to power were a threat to him so he did his best to keep them from his throne. 

/When arrogant leadership reaches its peak it will stop at nothing to maintain power, this includes criminal activity because the OSN left unrestrained can only lead to a lifestyle of evil.\

At this point in human history Satan and the fallen angels are extremely active because now they are starting to get the picture that the Messiah is going to be alive & following the plan of God and they may not be able to kill Him.

Mat 2:21 So Joseph got up, took the Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus (ARE-KIL-EE-US) was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Then after being warned by God in a dream, he left for the regions of Galilee,

Mat 2:23 and came and lived in a city called Nazareth. This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophets: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” (Isa)
/Joseph is following the plan of God and notice there is still a ‘Herod’ in a position of power as Joseph takes his family back toward Israel. The plan of God was never designed to be void of conflict or cosmic contact.\
The lie that some religious movements want you to believe is that God will remove all cosmic struggles from your path…as long as you are a good boy or good girl.
Some people want that mathematical spirituality….that is…if you do A, B & C in the plan of God , then you will get blessed and everything will always turn out in your favor.    Not true!
Jesus made statements like this…

/Joh 15:19 If you were of the world, the
world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the 
world hates you.
Joh 17:16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.\
We have to live in this world but we are not of this world.
Turn to James chapter 1

Jesus Christ tells His disciples to pick up their own cross daily…
/ Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross
and follow Me. (Mat 16, Mar 8, Luk 9)\ 

We all have struggles and crosses to bear. There is nowhere in scripture it tells us that we are not to have contact with the world….that we are given a pass concerning pain & suffering.

Look at what Jesus’s half-brother James wrote about….keep in mind James was not a Bel before TLJC went to the cross.

Jam 1:1 James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad: Greetings.
/Jam 1:2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.
HYPOMONE’- endurance that is sure with deep characteristics of patient perseverance.\ 
HOOP-OH-MAY -NAH

Jam 1:3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

Look at verse 2…this is an endurance that is certain… not something that you are worried about and your just trying to stick it out.    LOOK AT SLIDE! ELABORATE

/This endurance that is so strong it gives a Bel certainty is only obtained by spiritual testing and proceeding forward in faith, this then gives the Bel a completed form of endurance coming from strength of faith (Jam 1:3-4).\

Testing and seeking God are important in this type of spiritual growth…again we see a deeper relationship with God is so vital for the Bel.

/Jam 1:4  And let endurance have its perfect result…
Greek term- present, active imperative; means it something that KEEPS ON happening.\

Jam 1:5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.
/Jam 1:7 For that man ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, 8 being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.\
This Greek term is from an adjective….DIP-SO-MOSS

Meaning having two completely different interests that pull a person in two different directions.

/Bel’s who are uninterested in following through with a relationship with God after salvation, have other interests that keep them fluctuating between confusion and a steadfast belief in scripture.\
Therefore it is almost impossible to maintain solid faith and spiritual discernment in that state of mind.

God can’t work in the life of the double-minded Bel’s. 

/Heb 11:6
And without faith it is impossible to 
please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.\

Joseph was not a double minded Bel.

We see in Matthew chapter 2 Joseph was listening to the messengers of God and he was willing to move when God called him to move.

Joseph is a Biblical hero who I am sure received his rewards in heaven. 
/Jam 1:12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.\

The fact that Joseph had to move with his new family from the grip of Herod the Great into the cosmic influence of Egypt and then back toward Israel was simply God’s divine timing & His plan in action.

The weak Bel would be confused or even collapse from the anxiety of this journey back and forth…you are dealing with well over 400 miles of travel one way.

The world is under the influence of Satan and I am sure Joseph knew the evil he was up against. 
/Joh 16:33 “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”\
Turn to Romans chapter 5.

The discernment and faith it took for Joseph to follow through with no hesitation was very impressive.

Even while traveling back he realizes that one of Herod’s sons has taken the throne, he doesn’t panic and head back to Egypt. 
Rom 5:1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
/Rom 5:2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.\

Rom 5:3 And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; 4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope;

Rom 5:5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

Notice verse 2 we stand in our faith & grace that God has given us…exult in the hope.

/Rom 5:3 And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; 4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope;\

HOOP-OH-MAY -NAH
It’s that word perseverance. 
That word we looked at earlier….meaning certainty and steadfast endurance.

/How the Bel grows to a point of strength and steadfast endurance is through life’s trials & tribulation while applying BD and walking in the Spirit.\

Joseph was at a peak of reaching SM during this period of the first few years of the life of our Messiah.
/Joseph is not only head of household, he is responsible for the baby Messiah. Yet we see God come through for him with enough wealth & protection to carry Joseph & Mary through these first few years of attacks against the Lord.\

Notice I didn’t say God removed Joseph & Mary from the cosmic pressure and demonic attacks….God carries them through it with logistical blessings and spiritual discernment.

/The discernment & perseverance that comes from God is unattainable aside from a serious relationship with the Word of God and the filling of Holy Spirit. \ 
in the beginning was the word and the word was with God & the word was GOD!

Bel’s who grow up spiritually can become invisible hero’s much like Joseph.
The problem lies in the fact that the cosmic system and angelic warfare are a reality of what we have to navigate in right now in time.

Many Bels are overly concerned and anxious by every attack that Satan puts in front of them.
/Phil 4:6-7  Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.\
ELABORATE

The last few principles here point to the importance of taking God’s word serious because when we don’t we are truly unprepared for what faces us every day when we walk out our front door.

/Bel’s fail in life and fall into mental instability due to choices they make against the word of God. Free will is always in play and the God of the universe has the answers therefore we have to turn to Him for everything.\
God has given us all we need in the life of TLJC…the writings & examples of the Apostles and prepared pastor-teachers.

/The Bible never promises a trouble free life and unlimited wealth for those who believe in Christ. However there are rewards/ blessings in time & eternity for those who grow up and apply God’s word accurately.\

The Bible is clear that those who diligently seek God will find Him and those that love God will have all things work together for good.

/Heaven is beyond our wildest dreams yet even there in the heavenly realm some Bels will surpass others in rank & blessings. What we do right now in time is what matters for eternity.\
Remember 80 or 100 years is a drop in the bucket compared to eternity.

Living for the temporal is a losing proposition…living for the eternal is the only wise choice we all have.

/The challenges and obstacles in this lifetime are all factored into the angelic warfare. It is up to each Bel to step out in faith and accept the calling, apply BD to glorify God…or make a choice for self and stay on the sidelines.\

God is the perfect gentleman He will not force us into anything.
There is no such thing as living for self…it is God or Satan that we all choose.

/This cosmic system will have pain, confusion and attacks no matter whose side you choose (God or Satan). The difference is with God there is eternal blessing, unconditional love, grace & mercy coupled with divine solutions.\

[bookmark: _GoBack]/1Pet 4:12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you;13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation.\





