Mat 27
Filled & following the Holy Spirit

Mat 4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
/Mat 4:18 Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen.\

Mat 4:19 And He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.
Mat 4:21 Going on from there He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and He called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him.

We need to step back and take a panoramic view of what is going on and why TLJC went to these men and this particular area of Galilee.

/Capernaum (village of comfort) was a city that Jesus Christ initially used as a base and a searching ground for His first Apostles. The Lord was led by the Spirit and therefore was exactly where God the Father needed Him to be.\

This village was on the western shore of the sea of Galilee…only a few miles from the Jordan River.
Many of these small cities and villages in Galilee were run by fishing & farming families.
The fishing business was rugged and occupied by robust but common men.
Capernaum was a small fishing & agricultural community with net making companies, fish processing companies and some natural farming products as well.

When I say companies it usually meant one or two families in any of these little cities or villages were the main source of income and careers for the other people living within that geographical location. 

/The Lord is following the Holy Spirit and in doing so, He is led to a very common, lower middle class working area to begin to not only preach His presence but find His most trusted followers.\

Keep in mind several of these first few Apostles either knew John the Baptist and His message or had already been baptized in the Jordan River.

/There were Jewish Synagogues (temples) in and around Galilee. Yet the Lord does not go to these respected institutions first to find Jewish scholars or religious leaders with great credentials to be His key leaders.\ 

No…our Lord walks into the neighborhood that is not that popular nor is it rich with scholars or religious leaders.

Some fishing businesses would have had  fairly educated men who spoke more than one language, but the majority of fishermen among the area of Capernaum were far removed from the intellects of the Jewish hierarchy of Sadducees, Scribes and Pharisees. 

/These villages in and around Galilee were a mix and match of Jews and Gentiles ranging from lower middle class to middle class with some wealthy families scattered in among the outskirts of the villages.\
Turn to 1Cor chapter 1
I want to go over some myths and lies about who God uses.

The Roman Empire taxed and controlled these villages but paid little attention to them on a daily basis...in other words there was much less Roman Military activity in a village like Capernaum then other popular cities on the sea of Galilee like the Port of Tiberias.
/Following the Father’s plan (Spirit) led Jesus to a safe haven to launch His ministry also a place to find the first few men who would have the intestinal fortitude and integrity to stand in the gap. Social status and IQ were not the main priority for our Lord in His search.\

1Cor 1:21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 22 For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom;
1Cor 1:23 but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
/1Cor 1:25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.\
1Cor 1:26 For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; 27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong,
1Cor 1:28 and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, 29 so that no man may boast before God.

God can’t be foolish but the analogy here is that mankind at his highest level of intellectualism is a fool compared to God’s lowest level of intelligence. 

God has always been careful from OT into NT to not over use the most intelligent leaders…from time to time we see God promote and use very intelligent and high ranking individuals.

Moses was slow of speech but was highly educated in the Egyptian school system.
King Solomon was intelligent and given even more wisdom because he was positive toward God when he was in his youth.

The Apostle Paul was highly educated and came from an upper middle class family.
But many of the men and women God used were considered very common…some uneducated and others would be considered criminal or even outcast by society standards. 

Look what the legalistic leaders said about Peter & John.
/Act 4:13 Now as they observed the confidence of Peter and John and understood that they were uneducated and untrained men, they were amazed, and began to recognize them as having been with Jesus.\

The Apostles were intelligent and on some level successful in their respected fields…but they simply were not scholars or highly educated.
Common or average would be the best way to describe these first few men TLJC chose.

Lining a Capernaum fisherman up against a Jewish Scribe or Pharisee during this period of history would be like taking a construction worker or truck driver and comparing him or her to a college professor or highly respected scholar in our day & age.
 /1Cor 1:27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong,
The base & despised are what God often uses. Because what the world deems perfect or respectable is usually related to surface values & human standards.\

This is why no one can ever claim that God can’t use them in His plan.
If we are willing and growing in His word God will open up opportunities to His children…when they gain capacity.
/Isa 55:8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” declares the LORD.9“For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts.\ 

The plan of God is focused on one type of IQ and it is not the one we test for in our school systems…God is interested in Spiritual IQ and an open heart that is willing to follow the lead of God the HS.

There is no excuse for anyone not to be born again…nor is there is any excuse for a Bel not to forge forward in the plan of God.
The cosmic system will have you believe those who reach a level of high intellect or celebrity status have all the answers and it is simply not true.

God will often use the ones we least suspect for His plans.

Many times someone with a high degree of secular knowledge will fail to fully understand the word of God.

/Mat 11:25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to infants.
Nēpios- (infant) sometimes used for a simple mind or child-like innocents.\
NAP-PEE-US          ELABORATE

So back to the fishermen in Matthew chapter 4.

The fishing industry in the area where Jesus ministered, and the fishermen among his disciples, provided effective images for the lessons Jesus taught his audiences. 
/The disciples' task was to become "fishermen" for the kingdom. The long hours, the carefully practiced skills, the various techniques & nets used in catching specific kinds of fish would take the same care, dedication, and skill used in fishing.\
 The disciples learned that they must seek all kinds of people to follow Jesus, though some would eventually turn away.
The fishing motif apparent in Jesus' teaching about the kingdom was so strong that the Greek word for fish (ichthus) came to represent Jesus' name. The first letters of the Greek words meaning "Jesus Christ, God's Son, Savior" spell ichthus. The fish itself appropriately became a symbol for Jesus. 

/As his disciples, we must learn the lessons He taught, becoming his new fishers of men and women and finding ways to bring all kinds of people to him.\

Turn to Eph chapter 5

We must not get caught up in our past failures or for that matter our current successes because both can blind us and cause us to have arrogant thoughts about self.  REPEAT

/Arrogant thoughts about self can go in two different directions.
1. Insecurity about past mistakes or a weakness, focused on what others may think.
2. Overzealous due to success or strength in an area that puffs up our pride.\

Both come from a source of the OSN that is rooted in arrogance.

In the church at Ephesus Paul was directing a lesson to Bels.
There was an issue with the influence of outside sources involved in idol worship…greed and immorality. 

Eph 5:11 Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them; 12 for it is disgraceful even to speak of the things which are done by them in secret.

Eph 5:13 But all things become visible when they are exposed by the light, for everything that becomes visible is light. 14 For this reason it says, “Awake, sleeper, And arise from the dead,
And Christ will shine on you.”
Eph 5:15 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, 16 making the most of your time, because the days are evil. 17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.
/Eph 5:18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit.\  DISS-A-PATION
Eph 5:19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord;
Verse 19 is Paul telling them to stop the strife…come together as a body in Christ lifting each other up.
Verse 18 on the board has an analogy within it that is very important for this study.

As usual the word of God has several applications and meanings we can pull from.
/Eph 5:18 the drunkenness is accurate because of the issue among those Bels but there is a reminder that a sober mind, a clear head is what sets us up for following & understanding the will of God.\
The interesting principle within this scripture is not the obvious statement that being drunk is a sin…having a few alcoholic drinks is not a sin, drunkenness and loss of our senses is a sin.    REPEAT

/Eph 5:18 is showing us that something we fill our body with has an effect on our mind, so too does the filling of the Holy Spirit, meaning to be fully influenced by something. ‘BE FILLED’ this is an imperative command in the Greek.\

This scripture along with many others specifically that Paul uses, point us to a need to be filled by the HS or put on the new man.
/Bels fail and sin after salvation but we are to wash ourselves clean of the OSN and put on the New Nature, (filling of the Holy Spirit). This is referred to in a habitual sense…over and over in our lives.\
ELABORATE  walk!!
TLJC in His mission to find disciples was led by the Spirit and continually guided by the word of God.
/The guidance of the Holy Spirit and word of God circulating in our soul will put us in a position to receive divine instruction which will guide us into the will of God for our lives.\

The next message we are going to look into staying in the will of God for our lives. Divine guidance is important to fully understand.

Right now I want to close out this message with a highlight of the importance of being filled by HS…we can’t be led if we are not filled.

/Gal 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.\

Paul is saying no flesh…no demonic force or works program can stand against the fruit of the Spirit when it is alive and active in a Bels life.
/Gal 5:24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.\
Notice walk is a habitual command.
Something we have to participate in.

/Eph 4:24 and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.
Col 3:10 and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him—\
Those who believe we are always filled with the HS struggle with these scriptures. After salvation you will fall…you will fail & sin…do your best not too… but it is only a matter of naming & citing that sin to restore yourself.
/Eph 6:11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.
Being filled with Spirit but also having the application of doctrine available and ready!\
All these scriptures I am listing are directed at Born again Bels.

The filling power of the HS is different than the indwelling of the HS.
/Rom 13:14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.
Gal 3:27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.\

There are a few more I could note but I think you can gain a lot from those I just listed…use them for your own personal studies.

/The Lord was led to the small village areas of Galilee and was led to choose men that would certainly go against the grain of what the religious crowd would expect.\
This is something we need to keep in the forefront of our minds as we push forward in our spiritual walk.

[bookmark: _GoBack]/The world will often overlook the ones that God will choose and the world will scoff at the wisdom God imparts to His true followers.\ 
Get used to it because as the Tribulation approaches the word of God and true teachers of the word will disappear and the ones who press on will be laughed at…minimized and often times completely overlooked.

Remember the 7 year Tribulation will be a time of Christianity being under attack.

We see now all the foundations being laid for what is to come.


