2Thess #39
The apostasy has begun!

We will be studying today in the OT – 2Chronicles chapter twenty-four RF.

Are main focus and current lessons will all revolve around 2Thess chapter 2;
/2Thes 2:3 No one is to deceive you in any way! For it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,\
The original language does not have the term it will not come. 
It is written to insinuate that what must come first before the 2nd Advent of Christ, is a great divorce or separation from anything godly.

/Apostasy – apostasia, to turn away from truth. To separate or legally decree a change of direction or break a past agreement. To forsake or defect to another side. Move from one area onto something else, to fall away or break a bond and cause separation.\
APOSS-DA-SEE-A, has a root word within it that means divorce or legal separation. It is a legal decree of divorce. 
Now in 2Chron 24, I’ll give you a quick overview or a historic context.
 Around 835 BC a young boy named Joash became king over the Southern Tribe of Israel. 

At this historic point a Levitical priest named Jehoiada had already led a group of positive Bels in the tribe of Judah and they had cleaned out the BAAL worship in the southern region of Israel.
There had been a coo which overthrew the throne, perpetrated from the mother of king Ahaziah. Her name was Athaliah and she attempted to kill off the bloodline of Royality and she began to rule the Tribe of Judah. 
Athaliah was the daughter of King Ahab and Jezebel.
This was a period of great BAAL worship and the Phallic cult religion which clung to Israel for many years after the death of Jezebel.
/As is always the case even when wicked leadership is removed, often times the remnant or damage is rooted and it never simply just dies off. Any remnant of evil will give birth to a continuation of evil, over time. This is one of the main reasons why GOD called the nation of Israel to wipe out a wicked tribe. Or a culture opposed to HIM, that HE demanded every person - young or old and every trinket touched by these people was to be wiped off the map of humanity.\  
Athaliah the daughter of Jezebel was the wife of King Jeroham. 
She actually took the throne for about 6 years after his death.
The one child who was heir to the throne was Joash and he was hidden by the family of the priest Jehoiada.

/Joash became the youngest king of Biblical history and he reigned nearly 40 years. He was 7 years old when Jehoiada helped him regain the crown. Joash reign with integrity and most of that came from his consistent, contact under the teaching or guidance of the high priest Jehoiada. Together they brought the southern tribe back into the plan of GOD and refurbished the temple.\

This priest was a good example of the clergy picking up arms or physically getting involved in wiping out evil.

In our own American revolution, we had the “Black Robe Regiment” of clergy men who picked up arms and led warriors into battle for our own 1776 freedom celebration. 
Pick it up in verse 15 RF;
2Chr 24:15 Now Jehoiada reached a good old age and he died; he was 130 years old at his death. 16 And they buried him in the city of David with the kings, because he had done well in Israel and for God and His house.
The fact that Jehoiada was buried with kings like David speaks volumes to his value inside the PPOG.

/2Ch 24:17 But after the death of Jehoiada the officials of Judah came and bowed down to the king, and the king listened to them.

These are the political snakes that wait for a moment of weakness to begin a manipulation campaign for their own wicked agenda.\
You see evil and corruption never truly goes away on its own.

Joash at this point is a well-schooled, adult leader (47 yrs. old) who understood the plan of GOD and yet he quickly falls for the deceptions. Which tells me he had a weakness in his leadership abilities.
/2Ch 24:18 And they abandoned the house of the LORD, the God of their fathers, and served the Asherim and the idols; so wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem for this guilt of theirs.

Apostasy can be crouching at the door just waiting for an opportunity. Bels need always remain vigilant and steady within the plan of God.\
This is why consistent intake of BD matters! 

2Ch 24:19 Yet He sent prophets to them to bring them back to the LORD; and they testified against them, but they would not listen.
2Ch 24:20 Then the Spirit of God covered Zechariah, the son of Jehoiada the priest like clothing; and he stood above the people and said to them, “This is what God has said, ‘Why do you break the commandments of the LORD and do not prosper? Because you have abandoned the LORD, He has also abandoned you.’”

King Joash now refused to listen to any priest or prophet of God.

This is not the prophet Zechariah (300 years later) and he was a priest in the Levitical line of his father.

/2Ch 24:21 So they conspired against him, and at the command of the king they stoned him to death in the courtyard of the house of the LORD.

Apostasy can rapidly drag a Bel into a dark place where the OSN and demonic influence gain a strong foothold.\

2Ch 24:22 So Joash the king did not remember the kindness which Zechariah’s father Jehoiada had shown him, but he murdered his son. And as Zechariah died he said, “May the LORD see and avenge!”
/2Ch 24:23 Now it happened at the turn of the year that the army of the Arameans came up against Joash; and they came to Judah and Jerusalem, destroyed all the officials of the people from among the people, and sent all their spoils to the king of Damascus.

One of the true symbols of divine discipline in the life of a Bel is when those who are considered enemies begin to have victories over them. \
It is not always the case, but many times it becomes obvious that enemies are able to control or conquer you in some form or fashion.
Your wealth and prosperity fall into the hands of foreigners. 
/2Ch 24:24 Indeed, the army of the Arameans came with a small number of men; yet the LORD handed a very great army over to them, because Judah and Joash had abandoned the LORD, the God of their fathers. So they executed judgment on Joash.

The apostate Bel will become very aware it is a form of discipline fallen upon them. They will have to repent and turn back in order to turn the curse into a blessing.\
2Ch 24:25 When they left him (for they left him very sick), his own servants conspired against him because of the blood of the son of Jehoiada the priest, and they murdered him on his bed. So he died, and they buried him in the city of David, but they did not bury him in the tombs of the kings.
2Ch 24:26 Now these are the men who conspired against him: Zabad the son of Shimeath the Ammonitess, and Jehozabad the son of Shimrith the Moabitess.
Notice these are sworn enemies against the nation of Israel. GOD allowed them to plunderer and destroy many people in the southern tribe of Judah.

Because of the apostasy of leadership – These were Bels who rejected the calling of GOD and went in the exact opposite direction. 

2Ch 24:27 As to his sons and the many pronouncements against him and the rebuilding of the house of God, behold, they are written in the treatise of the Book of the Kings. Then his son Amaziah became king in his place.

This not only ties into our current study on the end times taught in 2Thessalonians -  it points directly at the USA.
/The United States will not be able to retain its title as a client nation to God if it continues to reject the wisdom, counsel, and influence of the Word of God.  There are certain basic doctrines to which all Believers must subscribe, it is even more imperative for a client nation unto God to adhere. The nation (majority) may choose to reject Bible doctrine and establishment truth, yet it will be held accountable at some point.  We may remain a nation without divine viewpoint but we cannot remain a client nation unto GOD.\

What was true for Israel will most certainly be true for us.  God always sends messengers, teachers and HIS own word (completed canon of scripture) to warn of such error and gives time for consideration and adjustment.
However, when the blind eye and deaf ear remain intact after God’s gracious warnings, then negative historical trends and events begin to overwhelm that arrogant population. 
There is a period of reaping what you sow - followed by Divine Discipline at some point. 
That is true for the single Bel in their own lifestyle choices and it is magnified for a Christian nation. 
                      REPEAT
/America will either cease to be prevalent on the world stage or it will morph into the Beast System. The assurance of that demise is hanging on these doctrinal facts – adherence to the fundamental code of the Ten Commandments and doctrines attached to them for a successful nation. Establishment principles holding priority - The 4 Divine Establishments – Freedom (free will), Christian marriage, The Christian family & nationalism.\
All Godly nations in history followed a template of the Ten Commandments. 

America and our culture, the media, the arts, literature & education, as well as entertainment, the government - all ridicule, ignore, and censure, anyone that even gives a suggestion of biblical principles as to be considered in normal, open debates.        
                        REPEAT
 Joash, and his own government officials, and the people were privileged with a visit from several prophets:
/2Chronicles 24:19 - God sent prophets to them (Judah) to bring them back to the Lord; though they (the priests & prophets) testified against them, they would not listen. After this God the HS came upon one particular priest - Zechariah, who was the son of Jehoiada the high priest: (This was the man who taught and led King Joash for years!) \

Then in 2Chronicles 24:20 -    “Thus God has said, ‘Why do you transgress the commandments of the Lord and do not prosper Because you have forsaken the Lord, He has also forsaken you.’”
This speaks to divine protection. 
It is not about salvation.
We will close today in Psalms chapter one.

/One of the major duties of a prophet is to warn God’s people that they have gone astray, while the priests taught Biblical principles related to the coming MESSIAH. The duty of the prophets & priests of old are now the calling upon pastor-teachers of the Church Age. It is the duty of the pastor to analyze the word and to discern its spiritual implications. It is the duty of the pastor to warn of the coming apostasy or stumbling blocks designed to distract the church. It is the duty or calling upon Bels to find and accept the right teachers.\    

King Joash had a dedicated teacher of truth by his side for over 30 years and as soon as that teacher was gone – apostasy set in. 

Psa 1:1 Blessed is the person who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in the seat of scoffers!
/Psa 1:2 But his delight is in the Law of the LORD, And on His Law he meditates (hāḡâ) day and night.

LAW translates to Bible Doctrine for CA Bels. Search and study, meditate and allow to become a part of your speech and imagination (thoughts). \
HAGG-AH, means to deeply focus, to study to speak of and dedicate yourself into something. Hebrew verb, Qal stem – meaning to study, search and ponder allowing deep into your soul structure.  
It will touch your thoughts and speech.
Notice what happens to the Bel who does this;
/Psa 1:3 He will be like a tree planted by streams of water, Which yields its fruit in its season, And its leaf does not wither; And in whatever he does, he prospers.

In any form of apostasy, you begin to wither and lose the touch of GOD’s divine protection and prosperity. You do not lose your salvation – you can eventually face the sin unto death.\ 

As we close today ask yourself as you look around in your community, the school system, our government and media outlets…everywhere you look, are there Christians principes being promoted such as the 4 divine establishments? 

What is the collective American view toward real freedom?  Are the majority of American people willing to sacrifice for true freedom?... which requires personal responsibility. 
What is the majority’s viewpoint toward the Christian family and Christian marriage?  
Is it like the days of NOAH? 
Anything goes…marrying and giving over to marriage - men with men, woman with women. 
Gender bending and transforming that which GOD created into that which Satan and man create?
                             REPEAT
It is not hard to discern the times we live Royal Family – stay alert, stay vigilant and stay strong in the WORD!

