Mat 47
The standard for Biblical Divorce

Mat 5:31 “It was said, ‘WHOEVER SENDS HIS WIFE AWAY, LET HIM GIVE HER A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE’; 
Mat 5:32 but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except for the reason of unchastity (porneia), makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

/1. Adultery, 2. desertion (mentally and physically), 3. continued verbal & physical assaults, which lead to animosity between both parties.\ 

It is very important that you understand the serious nature of divorce and that God always seeks reconciliation over separation first.   REPEAT

/Those who seek the divorce gimmick fall under the Due 24 principle we covered in the last lesson. This is the scheme of setting up a scenario or a set of events to open the door up for divorce in your future.\

This will come back upon you at some point in your life…you will be that person who jumped from marriage into another marriage or a sinful relationship outside of marriage and it will eventually bring grief into your life.

Marriage is a serious commitment… a covenant in front of God…you should never play games with God therefore you should never marry someone on simple emotional responses and lust filled desires.
/Pro 20:25 It is a trap for a man to say rashly, “It is holy!” and after the vows to make inquiry.
A self-made trap of emotions ruling our decision making skills.\
This message is not designed to give you an easy out in marriage because the truth is the Bible does not give anyone an easy out concerning marriage.

That vow…that covenant has a life-long commitment attached to it!
/Deu 23:23 “You shall be careful to perform what goes out from your lips, just as you have voluntarily vowed to the LORD your God, what you have promised.\

There is no scripture in the Bible that tells us we can make commitments and vows to God and simply break them when we feel differently than when we first made the vow.
/Mat 12:36 “But I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment.\
So the 3 reason for divorce are deeply contemplated…clearly obvious concerning scripture and only followed through on when all else fails.

/The truth of getting out of one marriage and into a new one under almost all circumstance falls under the principle of committing adultery.
(Luk 16:18, Mat 5:32, Mar 10:11-12)  \

If you have been the villain …or even the victim of a divorce game… even if it was 20 years ago, my suggestion is you go to God in prayer and name and site the sin.
/Clear the way and your conscience of any known sins and God can start to heal the situation. God can make this new marriage a success… especially if both husband and wife submit to His will. \

What you won’t hear today is that it’s okay to get married then divorce and jump in and out of intimate relationships with no negative consequences.

Sadly our emotions take over once we cross over the intimacy line and at that point many people make life altering decisions that will hound them for years to come!

/Gal 4:16 So have I become your  
enemy by telling you the truth?\

Truth is singular my friends… we can’t all have different truths to live in. Then it is no longer truth.

The problem we have today is everyone thinks they live in their own truth…that truth is relative as to how you feel in any given moment and that is simply not true.
Before you get remarried get right with God…name and site any sins …ask Him for guidance.
/ Jesus Christ said- whoever divorces his wife, except for immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.”
(Mat 19:9, Mat 5:32)
If your spouse committed adultery, then re-marriage has no requirement.\

It appears by what scripture teaches us that when a husband or wife cheats on their spouse this does leave a clear path for divorce and re-marriage. 
Now let’s address the other two reasons for divorce.

/Abandonment & abuse. Both have very little scripture to support them. There are Biblical standards within marriage that point us in a direction, that given the extremity of the situation, divorce could be a probability.\
ELABORATE

Turn to Eph chapter 5
/1Co 7:15 Yet if the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; the brother or the sister is not under bondage in such cases, but God has called us to peace.
Though this points to an unequally yoked marriage it has some significance to marriage in general.\
If a husband or wife abandons the marriage there does come a time when the spouse left behind needs to make a choice. 

If a husband or wife has made it clear they are moving on and the marriage will not be reconciled then it is going to get to a point where the only choice the other person has is to seek divorce.
I can’t tell you what that time period is but from what the Spirit has opened up to me in this study is… if you separated from your spouse 2 or 3 months ago that is not the time to run to the divorce lawyer.

Now if your husband or wife left you 2 years ago and you haven’t had any communication about reconciliation…
Then, maybe then… it may be time to seek divorce for you…pray about it, try and communicate with your spouse if possible. 

Let’s look at Ephesians chapter 5 has for us.
Eph 5:22  Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.
/Eph 5:24 But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything.\
LOOK AT SLIDE       ELABORATE
Don’t get angry ladies we are going to cover this in a minute.

The fact is if men and women followed the word of God marriage counselors and marriage authors would be out of business.
Eph 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, 26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,
Eph 5:27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.
/Eph 5:28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; \
29 for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church,

The principle in all this is two words for a successful marriage …and even within those 2 words we can see the reason there may be a possibility for divorce within abandonment and abuse.
/Respect is what solidifies a relationship along with divine love (unconditional, impersonal). More specifically the woman respecting the man and the man loving the woman.\
These are two of the most important structures within a marriage. 
If they are destroyed and attacked from either the husband or wife… the marriage will fail. 

The core principles date back to the first man and woman.
/Gen 3:16 To the woman He said,
“I will greatly multiply your pain in childbirth, in pain you will bring forth children; Yet your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.”\
And then God told Adam the ground would produce thorns and thistles which speaks to the perfection and ease of the Garden coming to an end. 
Man chose his way over God’s which always guarantees difficulty & struggle.
/Gen 3:19 By the sweat of your face
you will eat bread, till you return to the ground, because from it you were taken;
For you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”\

There is a standard in the word of God that the man is the authority but with that authority comes great responsibility and difficulty or challenges that he must stand up too and be a protective force for his wife.
/The principle of marriage of the man & woman in the Garden tells us the man holds authority but also responsibility within the marriage. This carries throughout scripture even in the Apostles lesson on marriage.\
Having said that…women submitting yourself to your husband’s authority is a serious decision, so make the right choice for your life.
Men… having the authority is not a dictatorship , but a protective expectation & a decision making expectation that God places directly on your lap.

1Peter chapter 3 tells wives to be submissive toward the husband.

/1Pet 3:1 In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives,\
 Notice wives, it is only your husband you focus on…and that you indeed can win over a husband to follow the Lord if your walk is in line with the Lord.

/1Pet 3:7 You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with someone weaker, since she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered.\
Pay attention to what both parties have responsibilities for under the word of God. That is the key for a good marriage and also a hint at the two principles of divorce we are looking at…abandonment and abuse. 

/Col 3:18 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them.\

We respect authority because we love the Lord…we realize there is nothing good in mankind…but God has set a standard of authority and we have to respect Him, therefore we respect authority. 
We are going to cover several principles that both of these lessons tell us concerning divorce. 

/God hates divorce, it is not part of His Divine Will but part of His Permissive Will (what He allows). Therefore it is one of the most serious decisions anyone can make in their lives, it was designed for one man & one woman for LIFE.\

/Infidelity is the only clear right to divorce that a Bel has. Even infidelity is to be forgiven, as well as prayed about and reconciliation should be the first option. This is the one divorce circumstance that allows for re-marriage.\

/Abandonment & abuse does give way to separation for a victim in the marriage. This can only be followed by divorce if all else fails concerning reconciliation, time and efforts to communicate.\
You see the standard for a husband is a covering, protective love that takes his wife into account as a weaker vessel.

And that same standard tells wives to be respectful toward her husband and submit to his authority.
So abuse and abandonment begin by slowly moving away from God’s standard written in His word.

But we can’t run to divorce without following the standard that God hates divorce…that a vow to God is serious…that we as Christians are told to be forgiving …7x70…long suffering.
/Re-marriage would fall under sin if the people involved were divorced under any circumstance other than infidelity. All sin was dealt with on the Cross, a Bel simply needs to acknowledge sin as taught in 1John 1:9.\
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

/Men are commissioned to be leaders in marriage, protectors who operate in God’s love. They are designated to love their wife as Christ loved the church. Christ is not a cruel dictator but a patience and understanding leader.\
It doesn’t matter if she is acting in her role as a wife…the Christian husband has to find it in his heart to love and protect her by making good decisions.
/Wives are told to respect the husband this means even when he is failing. Respect is not earned in this relationship it is given because the woman respects the Lord.\
Respect him whether your IQ or paycheck is larger than his…that doesn’t matter. In fact some wives are smarter than their husbands and some even earn more money…that means nothing in the plan of God.

/Abandonment & abuse are always dealt with privately between that Bel and God. The victim of abuse/abandonment has to first pray and offer God’s love and forgiveness. Separation would be an option long before divorce. Reconciliation, communication & counseling would be other steps before divorce.\
 I can tell you right now if you think within a few short months of separating or bickering about separation you are ready for divorce…I believe you are wrong….again I remind you of the serious nature of marital vows in the eyes of God.
But each person stands or falls before God on their own merits and motivation. 
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