James #177
There is no need to fear death for the Believer.

You can open up in Genesis chapter two RF we will get there eventually.
Our current study is in James, specifically verses 16, 17 and 18, which needs to be studied as a whole.
The teaching of Pastor James from chapter one into chapter two answers most questions or confusion people have about faith and works.

Especially the confusion of whether James and the Apostle Paul were teaching similar principles.
You have to be willing to study this concept as a whole when looking into what Pastor James was writing about.
The easiest way to study scripture is first as literal and second, understanding how the scripture is presented within the chapter.
Once you start from there, you can dig into historic backgrounds and subtleties of the original language. It will begin to lead you on a pathway to compare scripture with scripture.    REPEAT
Then you begin to find out what may be a layer of analogies or typologies…possibly a shadow of what has yet to come, or may be history repeating itself.  
That is a basic study practice - and then you can dig deeper each step of the way.

So, our current study in James 2 has all of these study principles woven within them. It is obviously how I study and how I was trained to look into scripture. 

There is no hanging one or two scriptures out and building doctrines on that alone. Or trying to tickle your emotions with a cherry picking technique of scripture then building a creative message around that.
/Jam 2:17 In the same way, faith also, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. 18 But someone may well say, “You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works.”\
In other words where is the proof of your faith?
Right now, let us focus on works that are dead.
To understand the doctrine of death seems morbid, yet for a Bel willing to step ahead into SM it is very important. 
The more you grow and the more you are willing to study hard and dive deeper, even into subject matter that makes you feel uneasy, or challenges your IQ is good for you.  
It is even good to challenge your beliefs to a certain degree. 
                         REPEAT
Always be aware you can dive to deep into something that may be negative, or designed to drag you astray from your relationship with Christ. 
Be on the alert your adversary the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion – Satan is the master and creator of the counterfeit system.  

Having said that let us look at the 7 deaths we can study in scripture;
/Spiritual death          Physical death
The Second death    Operational Death
Sexual death               Temporal Death
Positional death                   \

Some of these are very basic and simple and some we have even covered several times in the past…even recently.
So let us knock a few out quickly - two we can touch on quickly and then focus on some of the others which I believe need our attention;
/Sexual death simply speaks to the point in humanity were due to age, or illness, or a handicap, the human body faces a type of sexual death. Both male and female do not perform sexually as they once did at a younger age. 
(Rom 4:16-21, Heb 11:11-12)
This is why true intimacy and love should never be based on emotional (physical) attraction alone.\
The devil’s world loves to make an issue out sexuality and sexual attraction, as the end all - be all of everything, yet it is a deception.
Sex is important, which is obvious for a good marriage, yet it is one small piece of a much more complex puzzle in this temporal life. 
/Contrary to popular belief among the religious crowd – sex was designed first and foremost for recreation and deeper intimacy. It was created for a secondary purpose of pro-creation, to populate the earth. The original man and woman enjoyed the pleasure and intimacy of sex before pro-creation was introduced. The intimacy and pleasure of sex is a spiritual analogy of our relationship with Christ.\  

It is imperative for sex between husband and wife because it leads to greater intimacy, levels of security and happiness that remains between those two individuals.
The sexual intimacy brings the man and woman to a place of heavenly paradise like the original garden – yet it is not the only source of pleasure, security, or true happiness in marriage.
The reality is, it is designed to bring the marriage greater joy and peace yet there may come a day due to illness…age, or a handicap that it becomes more difficult, so you can never build a marriage on sexual contact alone. 
                           REPEAT
Many marriages fail because of the sexual attraction has worn down over time. 
That type of marriage was not built on greater intimacy and a lasting relationship with Christ.
/The Second Death is the point of entrance into spiritual death for eternity; it is the point of final eternal judgment for all fallen angels and Unbels. This is noted in Rev 20:11-15 and Heb 9:27. This is when the Lake of Fire will become the permanent, everlasting cell for demons, fallen angels and Unbelieving humanity.\ 

We looked at this recently; therefore, we do not have to do a deeper dive into this. It is very evident in our current series over the last few weeks in relation to the two judgments we studied (Bema Seat & Great White Throne).
So, the second death follows the general concept of separation but it is the eternal lake of fire. Scripture highlights many holding cells, yet only one Lake of Fire which is reserved for the final judgment. 
When you realize the basic concept of the eternal lake of fire is spiritual death. Which means, God is removed from your periphery…it is the absence of God and all HIS essence, such as love, mercy, grace, long suffering, peace, joy, justice and righteousness. 
In the end GOD gives the Unbel what they desire – no relationship with HIM.
/There is a theological concept that I believe in and many good teachers touch on. That is the fact that those in the Lake of Fire may be able to view heaven off in the distance, yet those in heaven will have no concept of the Lake of Fire. There will be no sorrow, pain or unhappiness in heaven. Therefore, any memory of Unbels in your former, circle of family and friends will not exist after a Bel’s physical death. 
                                       Luke 16:19-25  \
Now let us begin a deeper look at these last 5 deaths we can note from scripture. This series will probably carry us into the weekend so buckle up!
In Genesis chapter two we see the greater details of the creation of mankind which was introduced in chapter one.
Chapter two gives a more intricate picture of the order and command that GOD gave the man first, because God created the man first as a symbol of authority. 
Gen 2:15 Then the LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to cultivate it and tend it.
/Gen 2:16 The LORD God commanded the man, saying, “From any tree of the garden you may freely eat;

The very first command was personal responsibility, free will was established.\

Gen 2:17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for on the day that you eat from it you will certainly die.”
Now as many of you know, who have been with this ministry for several years, that is not exactly how the original context reads.
It reads much closer to this;
/Gen 2:17 But of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat of it, for in the day that you eat from this, you shall die the death. (dying you shall die)

You shall certainly die - mûṯ mûṯ mûṯ
Death occurs both in the natural and then spiritual once this bite takes place. Physical death was introduced and then spiritual death, which is separation from GOD.\ 
MUTH, MUTH, MUTH – in the original Hebrew, this points us to spiritual death as a certainty. Physical death will now happen for mankind.
/How this verb- mûṯ, in the Qal stem is used twice as an imperfect, 2nd person singular and once in the infinitive absolute, in between the two, matters. God was telling Adam in his free will (2nd person), he can make a choice to open up death which he had not known. That death will be certain (absolute) not only a physical end of life but a separation will occur. Spiritual Death was introduced right behind free will (1st Div Inst).\ 
I have tried to touch on this in a different light several times, it all means the same thing.
/Spiritual death is the root of destroying fellowship with God; physical death is a result of spiritual death. Adam was sustained in perfection by eating of the tree of life which perpetuated him in innocence. Free will gives the option for or against GOD, any will outside of God’s perfect will - eventually falls into disarray and disobedience. Once he disobeyed God—negative volition (OSN) was ignited—the tree of life was shut off to him.\
His physical death would now occur at another point of time.
/Imperfection and sin such as what spiritual death introduced, can have no fellowship with God. In the day that Adam eats of the tree he is dead —spiritually. His physical life is now tainted and destined for failure. “The wages of sin is death” does not mean physical death, it means spiritual death. The perfection and innocence, was gone, which means decay of physical and mental attributes was set into motion.\
Exactly what GOD warned about and commanded against would soon unfold.

Gen 2:18 Then the LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.”
They were also commanded to sit in authority over all the earth and then begin to multiply on it, beginning in the garden. 
This did not happen, many scholars believe it was within several days or weeks after Eve was brough forth that the fall occurred. 
It could’ve been months or years we simply do not know.

The proclamation of the seed war between Satan and Christ, meaning also the followers of Satan and Christ was proclaimed in Gen 3:15.
The resolution for fallen mankind was also highlighted as the first mention of the Cross of Christ was highlighted. 
The curse on the earth and the bloodline of man was called out and proclaimed, perfection and innocence were now out of reach.
/Gen 3:17 Then to Adam He said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat from it’; Cursed is the ground because of you; With hard labor you shall eat from it All the days of your life.\
From this point forward there was a slow decay of humanity and the earth…meaning the clock was ticking.
Human life and this earth were now given a type of death sentence. That would actually increase after the flood.
Human beings living beyond 100 years decreased over time.

Animals, plant life and the earth in general, has been in a slow decline since that fall.
/Gen 3:18 “Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; Yet you shall eat the plants of the field; 19 By the sweat of your face You shall eat bread, Until you return to the ground, Because from it you were taken; For you are dust, And to dust you shall return.”

Physical death is proclaimed here. We are all born spiritually dead and with a God ordained physical expiration date as well.\ 
The solution in time is faith alone in Christ. 
The solution for separation in our flesh was also addressed as the man and woman stood in obedience for their sin.
Christ does the work – we reap the benefit!
/Gen 3:21 And the LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed them.

The proclamation and legal standard for payment of sin, was the innocent blood. Christ provides the plan, the effort and the blood. The first covering (tunic) was symbolic for the Cross of Christ. It also symbolized HIS work has to cover us at all times.\ 
Once we come out of hiding in our flesh and face the justice of GOD – we are covered. 
Spiritual death is a legal judgment decided upon from eternity past, as the only plan that could unfold and give mankind a light of hope.

/Eph 2:1 And you were dead in your offenses and sins, 2 in which you previously walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.\

We are all born into the devil’s world as enemy combatants with a nature that is rebellious toward God.\ 

/Rom 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all mankind, because all sinned—

Psa 51:5 Behold, I was brought forth in guilt, And in sin my mother conceived me.\
Spiritual death is part of a perfect plan from God the Father already legally approved and only satisfied by the blood of Jesus Christ. That is the only legal decree and fulfillment for the spiritual death we are all born into. 

/Rom 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gracious gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

1Cor 15:22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.\
Spiritual death is a judgement on the human race at the point of birth. It is being born as citizens of darkness, not light. 
We are born spiritually dead and related to the devil’s kingdom and we continue that way until we believe upon the person and work of Jesus Christ, at which point that curse is broken. 
                             REPEAT
/Physical death, like the corruption of earth was a result of the fall which introduced all mankind to Spiritual death. The saving work of Christ on the Cross introduces a new birth (spiritual) which puts to rest the old birth (OSN, separation). Spiritual death is not only separation from God but it is the penalty of sin, Physical death is not the penalty of sin. Physical death and the corruption of earth are consequences of sin. Sin always brings forth negative (death) consequences, beyond what we see at first glance.\   
 Because we are born spiritually dead into a sin filled system, it is inevitable that eventually we will all die physically. Only divine perfection can maintain eternal glory, peace and happiness.

/The Born-Again Bel need not worry over any type of death – physical death which is just a doorway into perfection for us. Spiritual Death has been a sentenced legally removed, at the moment of faith alone in Christ alone. It has been dealt with for everyone, yet many reject the person and work of Christ. The Bel may have stumbling blocks with Operational Death & Temporal Death in time. That may bring misery, discipline, or loss of rewards, yet salvation is never the issue.\ 


