2Thess #56
Mystery Doctrine reveals God’s perfect dispensational plan.

Open in 2Thess chapter two RF.
2Thes 2:3 No one is to deceive you in any way! For it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,
2Th 2:4 who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.

2Th 2:5 Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you these things?
2Th 2:6 And you know what restrains him now, so that he will be revealed in his time.

/2Th 2:7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is removed.\
UNTIL HE is removed points to a transition of dispensations – that happens at the RAPTURE!
God the HS does not completely disappear because the Tribulation period begins. God the HS will seal those who come to believe upon The Lord Jesus Christ during the 7 years.

God the HS ministry is changed at the Rapture. He pulls backward.
Just as all Bels are removed at the Rapture…therefore, there is no restraining strength of the spirit filled church on earth at the beginning of the 7-year period. 
God the Holy Spirit shifts in HIS ministry for that period of time. 
Keep in mind the Church Age dispensation is unique with the filling power of the SPIRIT and the indwelling of the Trinity.
2Th 2:8 Then that lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will eliminate with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming;
Turn in your Bibles to Ephesians chapter 3 Royal Family.

/2Th 2:7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work (energeō);

Work is in the present tense, meaning a force or power of activity that is achieving or progressing – fervently working. ALREADY AT WORK- pointing to a consistent effort that has always been fervently moving forward.\
ENER-GAY-OH, speaks to an active power an ability in action a working power.
The way the Apostle Paul points this out is to tell Bels that this is a spiritual battle that has been building and raging around mankind from a very early point.

/THE DAYS OF NOAH- taught us to look at what unfolded after the fall in the Garden. The offspring of Cain, leading up to Genesis chapter 6 when Nephilim appeared is very instrumental in this current WORK (warfare), that Satan and his army have been attempting. There is a building of the beast system that may have been a mystery for even the prophets of old.\
The prophets and leaders of the Old Testament history knew full well that evil was around every corner - they knew Satan and his army were active. They actually had face to face confrontations with many demonic forces, giants and wicked kings and queens, agents of Satan.

But to fully digest how far this battle would go and all the details we now know today, involved in the completed canon of scripture, the details of each dispensation was beyond what they could fathom. 

That is why prophecies were given in portions and pieces as time went forward.
This is also why the temporary gift, of prophecy in the early formation of the CA, was given to a handful of Bels. Those Bels worked with the apostles to finish the completed canon of scripture.
                          REPEAT
/Keep in mind Satan and his army are only stopped and defeated by Bels with doctrinal knowledge, spiritual maturity. And also, the application of divine institutions and the application of BD to life’s challenges and daily lifestyle choices. Immature, uneducated Bels are easily influenced and tricked into false doctrine and emotional rollercoasters throughout their walk, therefore rendering them ineffective in spiritual warfare.\ 
Ephesians was one of Pauls’ prison epistles and both Ephesians and Colossians were delivered by a faithful man of God, Tychicus. 

Both letters were intended to be spread out among the early church leaders. They were circular letters to cover all early churches.
The church at Ephesus was started on one of the Apostle Paul’s early journeys and it was maintained and built by two positive Bels who took their calling and ministry serious – Aquila and Priscilla.
This married couple was instrumental in helping the early church, they were tent-makers alongside the Apostle Paul in his early ministry, before he began teaching full time.

By the way, they fell under persecution by Roman authorities and the Sanhedrin but they did not quit!
They knew how to build their ark – they knew how to pick up their cross and keep walking in the face of adversity. 
                        REPEAT
Eph 3:1 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—
/Eph 3:2 if indeed you have heard of the administration (oikonomia) of God’s grace which was given to me for you;

Stewardship, an office or specific set of boundaries you are called to work within. Dispensation or a keeper and administrator over a property.\ 
This is used in 9 other verses and many point to dispensations as exactly how we know them in Biblical theology – a period of time or an age with a definitive beginning and ending. 
A plot or parcel of real estate in time with boundaries and restrictions. 
                REPEAT
More specifically the Church Age. 

Which the Apostle Paul is clearly teaching here as being under the umbrella of MYSTERY DOCTRINE.

Dispensational teaching is part of the PLAN of GOD which was revealed by the Apostles inspired by the teaching of Jesus Christ.

Here are a few examples of the same word in the original language. 
/1Cor 9:17 For if I do this voluntarily, I have a reward; but if against my will, I have been entrusted with a commission nonetheless.

Eph 1:10 regarding His plan of the fullness of the times, to bring all things together in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth.\
The commission is OH-COIN-AH-ME-AH, just as God’s plan is the same word – dispensation. 
/Col 1:25 I was made a minister of this church according to the commission from God granted to me for your benefit, so that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God,

1Tim 1:4 nor to pay attention to myths and endless genealogies, which give rise to useless speculation rather than advance the plan of God, which is by faith, so I urge you now.\

The Apostle Paul reveals right here that he was given the CA foundation and mystery doctrine by TLJC when he was RAPTURED up into the 3rd heaven.

Eph 3:3 that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before briefly.
THAT BY REVELATION – face to face with TLJC he was given this commission and information.
Never lose sight of that Greek word MUS-TERION. 
Mystery doctrine. 
It is used over 20x in the NT for a reason.

Eph 3:4 By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ,
/Eph 3:5 which in other generations was not made known to mankind, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit;

He clearly states in other dispensations (Gentile and then Israel) it was not fully exposed. The completion of the canon of scripture and the life of the apostles was the designated finish of the WORD of GOD.\

The prophets under the authority of the apostles helped to complete the canon of scripture and also teach principles about eschatology with the apostles to the early church. 
Like many other spiritual gifts in the formation period of the CA – it was temporary. 
/Eph 3:6 to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel,

CA Bels who are Gentile share in the same salvation, the same righteousness and opportunities as OT Bels of the original Hebrew people.\
The promise of the Gospel of Jesus Christ speaks to the blessings of eternal life.

So, we are entered into a heavenly family as all people who truly come to believe upon TLJC are entered into. Yet there are promises and covenants that differ from one dispensation into the next.

The CA Bels receive certain rank and authority, blessings and crowns or rewards that may not be available to other dispensations.
We are called the bride of Christ.
Yet, I can tell you the true bloodline of Israel (12 tribes) who became Bels are promised real estate and also a level of authority that they receive, beginning in the thousand years of Christ on earth.  
The original Hebrew people who became Bels were also given certain promises, God never goes back on HIS promise or covenants.
They believed upon a shadow of the coming Messiah, we believed upon the physical, historical victory on the cross.

They looked ahead we look backward and it all centers on the cross of Christ.
Within that is faith alone in Christ alone the only avenue and narrow gate to salvation.
Eph 3:7 of which I was made a minister, according to the gift of God’s grace which was given to me according to the working of His power.
Eph 3:8 To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ,

This means every aspect of the mind of Christ which was never fully complete until the Apostle John finished the book of Revelation.
Those who want to focus on one aspect of the Bible such one dispensation and the laws or commands within it are not abiding in the full authority of scripture.

/The Lord Jesus Christ came to fulfill the complete plan of GOD and in doing so, HE clearly told us, only IN HIM can we accomplish what the full plan of GOD requires. If you do not understand that you currently live in the Church Age, you will fail to accomplish everything the plan of GOD laid out for you in eternity past.\ 
You have to recognize what dispensation you live in and be accurate with how you study and apply that to your walk with God.

/Eph 3:9 and to enlighten all people as to what the plan (oikonomia) of the mystery is which for ages has been hidden in God, who created all things;

The Apostle Paul is clearly bringing up dispensations – the CA is a dispensation of mystery doctrine and the totality of God’s grace plan unfolding with nothing hidden or left out.\

Eph 3:10 so that the multifaceted wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places.

We are called to speak the truth of the full mind of Jesus Christ.
/We are called to represent every aspect of BD in our life and actions as well as words. We are called into spiritual ambassadorship and military duty, as those who stand against spiritual forces, lies and counterfeits. As those who stand boldly in the face of agents of Satan and even his earthly offspring – those in places of authority or those who are lowly and lost. It is our life, our words and what we do in the NEW NATURE that stands strong to all the forces against the plan of GOD.\ 
Eph 3:11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord,
Eph 3:12 in whom we have boldness and confident access through faith in Him.

The eternal purpose of GOD was a completion to the angelic conflict and a definitive and fair conclusion to rebellion once and for all time.

We were created to participate in this spiritual warfare.
We were created to have the privilege to walk in and live in God’s grace plan now and then into eternal glory after the Millennial reign of Christ on earth.

Our spiritual power and glory come through our union with Christ – every day opportunities will face all Bels to walk in the new man or the old. Every day, a personal, spiritual statement is made by you upon the battlefield known as the cosmic system.
