Mat 209
The Lord unifies through His work and His words.

Mat 15:22 And a Canaanite woman from that region came out and began to cry out, saying, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is cruelly demon-possessed.”
Mat 15:23 But He did not answer her a word. And His disciples came and implored Him, saying, “Send her away, because she keeps shouting at us.”
Mat 15:24 But He answered and said, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
Mat 15:25 But she came and began to bow down before Him, saying, “Lord, help me!”
/Mat 15:26 And He answered and said, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.”\
Mat 15:27 But she said, “Yes, Lord; but even the dogs feed on the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.”

Mat 15:28 Then Jesus said to her, “O woman, your faith is great; it shall be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed at once.

The first principle we will note today is an ancient insult that dates back thousands of years, and that is to call someone a dog.
In some middle eastern cultures, it is still such a deep insult it will cause two grown men to fist fight on the spot!

The Jews considered any mixed culture or many other nationalities other than their own, dogs. It was how they looked at others outside of Judaism. 
/Jesus is actually saying what most Scribes and Pharisees would say and ignoring her is how they would handle this situation as well. This is a lesson that will hold the mirror of arrogance up to the face of any of the Jewish disciples who still held onto the notion of superiority due to their blood ties to father Abraham.\

Turn to Romans chapter 15 with me today RF.
Many pulpits do not emphasize dispensations and the pivotal teaching that TLJC was preparing HIS church leaders to understand and therefore become responsible to go forth and teach.

Paul would come on the scene soon and it would be his calling to really open up dispensations and all other concepts of the mystery doctrine.
But TLJC laid groundwork with the original 11 and pointed them in the direction and this is one area HE was preparing them in. 

In Romans chapter 15 we obviously have lessons here dedicated to those in Rome.
The Apostle Paul is teaching Gentiles and Jews but Paul’s commission was to really get the Gentiles educated on TLJC, that was a large part of his calling. 
In chapter 15 - There is a strong emphasis on the proper edict and protocol inside God’s plan.
In other words what we call the RF Honor Code and how strong Bels handle the weak and how we as maturing Bels operate inside the plan of God.

Pick it up in verse 4;
Rom 15:4 For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

When Paul notes this about the OT he is really telling us the OT as a whole – from Genesis to Malachi is in view which should always be the case, as important as the Torah is, so too is the rest of the OT especially for CA Bels.
/Rom 15:5 Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus,\
Unity comes only one way – the mind of TLJC, the whole BIBLE!

The same mind, according to BIBLE DOCTRINE- 
the WORD which dwelt among us, TLJC is the mind that brings us together.  
There is no unity without having divine truth from scripture, all other unity will fail over time, it lacks real foundational strength. It is a counterfeit. 

Rom 15:6 so that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Rom 15:7 Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God.
We accept all levels of Bels…babes in the word and Bels with maturity, those who are coming back into the fold…
 it does not matter just like bloodlines do not matter. Faith alone in Christ alone is the issue.
This touches back to exactly what the Lord was teaching in the case of the Canaanite woman in Mat 15.
His lesson was going to open up clarity on saving a lost and dying world an having true unity.
/The plan of God was never exclusive to one group of people it is open wide to everyone but the standard of entry is narrow because it is only thru Christ. Therefore, unity is only real & stable to those who are in union with Christ and accept HIS mind as the final authority. This may cause division to those who reject truth but it is the only avenue of unity with eternal repercussions.\    REPEAT
 It may seem redundant upon the surface if you don’t grasp truth. Because I am claiming unity at the same time as I am telling you it will bring a division for some who reject truth.

You will gain a deeper insight into divine unity as we get deeper into the lesson today. Stay with me on this!
/Rom 15:8 For I say that Christ has become a servant to the circumcision on behalf of the truth of God to confirm the promises given to the fathers,
This simple statement tells us Christ fulfilled all prophecy and will fulfill future promises as well, which point to the Millennium Reign in the future.\
There are 5 Biblical promises or covenants affiliated with the Jews - 4 of them are unconditional covenants and they are in view here in Rom 15:8.
The one conditional covenant is associated with the Ten Commandments and the Jews blew that covenant.

They didn’t fulfill the conditions of that covenant. 
Therefore, Jews are going to have everything fulfilled and it all comes through TLJC but this means Jews need to accept Christ as Lord & savior. 

The Jewish circumcision tells us the new creation was designed by God and it is nothing of man-made ability because the view of the circumcision is a focus on removing the old flesh. 
Mankind is incapable of removing the OSN.
Paul transitions here basically saying yes, the promises and covenants to the nation of Israel are real and have been as well as will be completed but you Gentiles are partakers of a promise as well.

Now Paul will quote from Psalms, Deuteronomy and Isaiah as a promise that all nations and cultures have access to this Royal family of God if only they believe in the one true Lord & Savior.

/Rom 15:9 and for the Gentiles to glorify God for His mercy; as it is written,
“THEREFORE I WILL GIVE PRAISE TO YOU AMONG THE GENTILES, AND I WILL SING TO YOUR NAME.” 10 Again he says,
“REJOICE, O GENTILES, WITH HIS PEOPLE.”  (Psa 18:49, Deu 32:43)\
As I told you last lesson the use of that word nations speaks to the whole world. The Hebrew word – gowy (GO-OY) is used for nations, meaning a mass amount or large body of people and often times it pointed to nations outside of Israel. 
Rom 15:11 And again, “PRAISE THE LORD ALL YOU GENTILES, AND LET ALL THE PEOPLES PRAISE HIM.”
/Rom 15:12 Again Isaiah says,
“THERE SHALL COME THE ROOT OF JESSE, AND HE WHO ARISES TO RULE OVER THE GENTILES, IN HIM SHALL THE GENTILES HOPE.” (Isa 11:10)\
Rom 15:13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Notice Paul brings up the power source of God the HS which all Bels have access too if they simply get their fellowship in order. 
Paul tried his best to bring the Jews on board to Christianity. 

In fact, in an early part of this same lesson the Apostle Paul is grieving his fellow Jews who reject the gospel of Christ.
/Rom 9:1 I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience testifies with me in the Holy Spirit, 2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing grief in my heart.\
Paul was commissioned to the teach the Gentiles yet he often preached to the Jews and he had many former friends who were not only Jews but Scribes & Pharisees. 

/Rom 9:3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh, 4 who are Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons, and the glory and the covenants and the giving of the Law and the temple service and the promises,\
Paul is saying they have these blessings and promises yet will not receive any of this unless they first come to TLJC and believe. This caused Paul great sorrow in his personal life – many of us have this feeling with friends & family who we know do not believe in Jesus Christ. 
This can give even a SM Bel a heavy heart occasionally. 

This really leads us back to what TLJC was teaching in Matthew chapter 15 with the Canaanite woman.
We are all responsible for our own walk with God, we can not get another person born again and saved - we simply plant a seed and the rest is up to God the HS and that persons free will.  

No blood line is above another, God does not favor anyone for salvation and reject another because of a family name, personal I.Q. or any works or connection we have in the human realm. 
/Mat 15:26 - “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.”
Jesus is laying groundwork for Church Age mystery doctrine. At the same time using a teaching principle that reveals the arrogance of the Jews and prejudice as the evil that separates mankind.\ 
Remember the majority of the Jews would call Canaanites and other cultures dogs! They consider themselves the chosen children of God.

There are deep levels to what TLJC is doing and saying and the reason HE took His followers out of their comfort zone is all beginning to culminate in this one interaction with the Canaanite woman.

There is no room for prejudice inside the plan of God, there needs to be divine unity based on the intake of BD. Not the flesh and cosmic viewpoint or religious nonsense but the mind of Christ.

You see TLJC is the unique, cornerstone of the universe, it is in HIM we have true unity. A Cornerstone brings both walls together it is the foundation of the building.

/Isa 28:16 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone, A costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be disturbed.
Bringing Jews and Gentiles, Old Testament and New Testament together through HIS finished work.\
There is no room for judging and separating Bels inside the plan of God.
The arrogance of the Jewish religion and the rituals and lessons added into the word of God were being exposed each and every day by TLJC in HIS earthly ministry. 

His focus was on the relationship and spiritual strength that is gleaned from fully understanding OT scriptures not trying to live up to a standard in the flesh.        REPEAT
The Lord’s lessons all were designed to pull out the spiritual aspect of HIS word and the relationship commitment of the prophetic teaching of the OT, that men like the Scribes & Pharisees laid claim to be experts at. 
Basically, showing HIS followers this is what it means – not what you have been taught by the flesh of mankind, by these religious zealots! 
In ME you have the answers, and in ME, you will be given a new life and true power to walk in an ungodly world and yet live like godly men.
   REPEAT       ELABORATE
/For the Apostles this would be the call to release any preconceived notions they had about who is welcomed into the kingdom of God. It was a lesson in impersonal, unconditional love for everyone who observed it. Also, a lesson for Gentiles and Jews who come to believe in Christ that they need to seek the Lord in an earnest fashion after salvation.\

TLJC not immediately giving this believing woman her request for healing her demon possessed child was also a piece of the lesson in this public display.

The Bible gives many examples that the Bel needs to have a serious relationship with God, and also may need to seek the Lord with effort for this relationship to have greater intimacy.

/Psa 44:23 Arouse Yourself, why do You sleep, O Lord? Awake, do not reject us forever. 24 Why do You hide Your face
And forget our affliction and our oppression?
God does not hide from the Bel. God can remain silent at times which can be related to our own spiritual growth or divine discipline.\ 
God is silent usually for two reason – first is because HE is operating on HIS time table and it is not time for HIM to show HIS power in a certain area just yet. Your faith needs to grow in those times. The silence is sometimes a call to wait or grow in an area.

Other times the silence is related to divine discipline which can either mean HE is telling you NO in a certain area or HE is allowing the reap what you sow principle to touch your life for a period of time. 


/Lam 3:8 Even when I cry out and call for help, He shuts out my prayer. I stand up, and You turn Your attention against me.
Job 30:20 “I cry out to You for help, but You do not answer me;
Two different situations though on the surface it appears similar. Job was put on the spiritual battlefield and headed toward the highest level of SM. Jeremiah was preaching about divine discipline.\
God was silent in both cases yet two completely different outcomes and we can note spiritual growth was a similar theme in both cases but two different standards. 

/Psa 80:4 O LORD God of hosts,
How long will You be angry with the prayer of Your people?
God may not answer a prayer because either you are not ready for what you are praying for, or HE may be allowing a situation to remain that will push you toward spiritual growth.\
The third reason that happens occasionally, is that God is telling you NO.
I know that is not the popular answer from most pulpits but I am telling you the facts, that God does not give you anything that will eventually take you away from HIM.
/Psa 14:2 The Lord has looked down from heaven upon the sons of men to see if there are any who understand, who seek after God.\
Perhaps God is awaiting you to gain a deeper love relationship with HIM.
God is not the big Santa Claus in the sky that we just call for help and ask for blessings and that is the extent of the relationship. 

/Heb 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.
In the case of the Canaanite woman in Mat 15:27 this is what is in view. A strong faith that pursues the Lord no matter what!\
This woman had great faith and knew exactly who she was speaking too and did not care about the public display.

/Mat 15:27 But she said, “Yes, Lord; but even the dogs feed on the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus said to her, “O woman, your faith is great; it shall be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed at once.\
This is what TLJC came to this area to do, this was what HE planned to do all along. HE did it immediately after that display of faith.

/Pro 8:17 “I love those who love me; And those who diligently seek me will find me.
Jer 29:13 You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.\
Notice the call for Bels after salvation.

Search and diligently seek out a relationship with the Lord.
/2Chron 7:14 and My people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal their land.
Psa 119:2 How blessed are those who observe His testimonies, who seek Him with all their heart.\
I guess some would call that a works program?
Which is inaccurate and really falls under arrogance because the Bible is clear that after salvation God will work with greater grace and strength in your life when you SEEK HIM FIRST!
This lesson for the Apostles and the Canaanite woman is about unity of the faith and letting go of preconceived notions as well as accepting and pursuing a serious relationship with Christ.
/True unity demands decisive choices and within that true unity, free will is honored as always because it is a mandate inside the plan of God. This inevitably will lead to a division before unity is achieved. Because in a flawed system some will always choose the counterfeit over the real.\
So, division does play a role on the path to true unity. Unfortunate but true. 
You can not be on the fence and fluctuating and achieve spiritual unity that God ordains. It is grown from and driven from one source – the mind of Christ. 
Therefore, your faith and spiritual growth matter when it comes to unity and having an active relationship with the Lord.
Because in your faith, if it is operational there will be a serious effort toward an intimate relationship with TLJC. When that develops your unity within the body of Christ happens naturally because you are of the same mind as all positive Bels, pettiness & judgment goes right out the window!       REPEAT
