James #174
Christ saved us through HIS impeccability not our own righteousness. 

Open back up in James 2 RF.
I will be away on July 3rd to the 10th for a vacation. So please take that time to enjoy your 4th of July weekend and perhaps go back on some recent studies, during those days following that weekend.
There is plenty to study and look back on, it is all found on prbministry.org. 

Also…I only do this maybe once a year but I do have to put it out there concerning needs for the ministry.
We are setting up a Bible Conference in Tampa Bay which will cost about $3,000. I am going to have a new booklet about Condition verses Position done before the end of the summer, which I can do fairly cheap, at Office Depot probably for about $800 - $1,000.
I have to purchase a new studio light because this one is falling apart and I also need to fly out to Texas to work with Rob for a weekend soon. 

If you can help with any of that I greatly appreciate it. 

Let us read through James 2 to get us focused again.
Jam 2:6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you into court?
Jas 2:7 Do they not blaspheme the good name by which you have been called?
The pettiness and bias attitudes, coupled with arrogance and legalism, brought forth a great deal of problems as it always does.
How the Believer treats the less fortunate, the unlovely and even our enemies matters…it is a sign or symbol of who you are in Christ.
Jas 2:8 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF,” you are doing well.
God looks at the heart.

Jas 2:9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the Law as violators.
Jas 2:10 For whoever keeps the whole Law, yet stumbles in one point, has become guilty of all.
Jas 2:11 For He who said, “DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY,” also said, “DO NOT MURDER.” Now if you do not commit adultery, but do murder, you have become a violator of the Law.
Jas 2:12 So speak, and so act, as those who are to be judged by the law of freedom.
The law of Christ is true grace orientation.
That appeared to be lacking in some folks under Pastor James’ authority. 
Jas 2:13 For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.
Now we see an issue of Faith and Works, that often gets distorted from some of the religious crowd.
/Jas 2:14 What use is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone says he has faith, but he has no works? Can that faith save him?\
Then Pastor James gives a great example of what he is teaching;
Jas 2:15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food,
Jas 2:16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that?
Remember I told you from the beginning of our study of James – FRUIT becomes the glaring issue in this lesson.

Now what you are seeing is a strong, probing type of teaching, meaning Pastor James is really challenging them.
/As the congregation had issues with bias attitudes, pettiness and legalism they are on display for others to see (Bels & Unbels). Pastor James is challenging them to look at their own walk, what is their fruit as they proclaim righteousness? He is not stating salvation must be accompanied by works, but that a true Believer is called to walk in CHRIST.\
The problem you often run into with the study of James are the cherry pickers. Those who want to pull out one or two scriptures and highlight a works program which was not what Pastor James is teaching. 
Historic background, just like subtly of the original language matters.
The full understanding of the whole letter and the historic background reveal the truth of this epistle. 
                          REPEAT
/Jas 2:14 What use is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone says he has faith, but he has no works? Can that faith save him?

IF – 3rd class condition meaning a probability is there. The reality is our lifestyles and where our time, talent and treasure get prioritized speaks to who we are IN Christ.\
Many people check the box as Christians and yet they have no evidence of who they are IN Christ manifested in their life.
I know this will strike some folks as harsh but it is the WORD of God.

This statement from James and question get answered later in the chapter by an example of Abraham ready to sacrifice Isaac.
What Pastor James has seen from some members of the congregation, is a righteous front, a religious bravado and truthfully nothing to show for it.
In fact, that is why he uses the 3rd class condition – saying, some of you talk the talk and yet never walk the walk. 
                         REPEAT
/Their example of how they treat others tells the outside world they are exactly the same as those Unbels in the cosmic system. The only difference is the religious bravado and empty chatter that makes claims of true faith. Unfortunately, this is true of large portions of Christianity, many who dislike this type of lesson. They enjoy the cover of grace and privacy, yet recoil at the responsibility of spiritual growth.\ 
God forbid, a pastor has to teach on accountability and responsibility, they usually shut down and peel away for those lessons.
Or… they bark out about how that pastor is teaching a works program.
You folks can jump over to Titus chapter three.
Pastor James is not teaching anything different then the Apostle Paul, he is simply doing it within his own personality and his own style…same message!
Which all pastors are called to do, not be a cookie cutter teacher, but present the truth accurately and what the Spirit is teaching them.
/Eph 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.\

We did a whole Bible Conference on this letter to Titus – this turned into a book for Christians recognizing the calling of responsibility after salvation.
The Apostle Paul is reminding Titus of where he came from and now where he is heading as a church leader.
/Titus 3:3 For we too were once foolish, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.

We as Bels have been set free from that bondage, Christ redeemed us! Yet we need to remind ourselves and take responsibility each and every day that we are eternally secure, sanctified and a new creature IN Christ.\  
Tit 3:4 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind                appeared,
The Apostle Paul is speaking of the person and work of TLJC.
Notice – GOD our savior…Jesus Christ is God and always was GOD!

/Tit 3:5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we did in righteousness, but in accordance with His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,

Regeneration (palingenesia) is our new birth – the imputation of the nature of Christ given at the moment of salvation. \
PELL-EGG-AH-LA-SEE-A, means a new birth, it means a new creation or re-creation – as the same way as when God took the rock we know as earth and re-shaped and reformed it.
A radical restoration.

The doctrine of regeneration is supernatural; there is no element of human works or righteousness that can bring a new nature into our soul.
We have no power to become supernaturally indwelt by the Trinity, or changed into a new creation.
Christ did this out HIS love and mercy for all mankind…HIS abundant grace is available for all fallen humanity. 

/When you remind yourself that nothing in you, has the ability to guarantee eternal security, you cannot save yourself, nor cleanse yourself. No deed or human righteousness can bring forth a Christ-like nature into your soul; it makes it possible to look at others with great compassion. Titus is being reminded that if not for the mercy and grace of God he would not be in the position he was put in. \
The very air we breath is given from God’s abundant grace.
None of us would be going to heaven if not for the perfect and grace-oriented plan of God the Father and the impeccable work of TLJC and the power of God the Holy Spirit. 
                         REPEAT
Tit 3:6 whom He richly poured out upon us through Jesus Christ our Savior,
/Tit 3:7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

Because in our regeneration we are now heirs to Royal blessings for all of eternity. The work of Christ passed the justice system of God and fully justified mankind.\
There is NO works needed for salvation.
In fact, the only work recognized after salvation is divine in nature – it is good deeds done in union with Christ, minus the flesh.

Divine works come from the fruit of the Spirit naturally. Never forced or faked.
                            REPEAT
All of this is dependent upon how you respond to the justice GOD before and after salvation.

/Tit 3:8 This statement is trustworthy; and concerning these things I want you to speak confidently, so that those who have believed God will be careful to engage in good deeds. These things are good and beneficial for people.

Engage in divine works which can only come from the fruit of the Spirit.\
Both Pastor James and the Apostle Paul are teaching similar principles and none of it has to do with the works from our flesh.
Let us close today with a quick read from one of the parables of our LORD.
Jump over to LUKE 18.
This is a great example of what Pastor James and the Apostle Paul are pointing out.

/Luk 18:9 Now He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and viewed others with contempt:

God is not concerned with your outward religious façade, nor the effort you put forth in your flesh – that is pseudo spirituality and it was rejected at the Cross.\ 
Luk 18:10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 

/Luk 18:11 “The Pharisee stood and began praying this in regard to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers, crooked, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.

The Pharisee knows very little about the Publican, yet he refers to him with the criminals & adulterers.\ 
Luk 18:12 ‘I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’
Look what I DO!
The focus is on human effort and the outward Letter of the Law.

Luk 18:13 “But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to raise his eyes toward heaven, but was beating his chest, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’
/Luk 18:14 “I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than the other one; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

God looks at the heart and some of the worse people in any realm, are those who appear humble yet are truly arrogant in their heart (soul).\

/Your faith is not visible in the sense you can take it out and allow others to see it or touch it. Yet, there is an inhale and exhale of your faith, which is visible in your life. The priority and consistency of BD circulating in your soul is the inhale, while the exhale is seen by spiritual growth and FRUIT. Operational faith will be tangible, after a Believer steps outward beyond infancy in their faith.\
What Pastor James mentioned in verse 7 where he states – that many of them were blaspheming the good name by which they have been called, is exactly the subject matter.

How you walk in this lost and dying world either reflects Jesus Christ, or it reflects the devil’s world. 
  
/2Pet 3:17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unscrupulous people and lose your own firm commitment, 18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.\

/Col 1:10 so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;

Col 2:6 Therefore, as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,\
The same way you became born again…apply that same attitude and same adjustment habitually.  

/Rom 6:4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too may walk in newness of life.

Eph 5:14 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma. 15 So then, be careful how you walk, not as unwise people but as wise,\ 
The fact is I could put 20 more scriptures up here to point to the manner of operational faith we are called into.

It is not a random principle inside the plan of God, it is a foundational principle! 
/Phl 1:27 Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I will hear about you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;\
