Mat 29
The Will of God leads to divine guidance
Our study is in Mat chapter 4

 Turn to Romans chapter 8.
 As we look at divine guidance and what the will of God is for our lives we first and foremost need to understand basic principles that apply to a serious relationship with God. 

When problems and difficult questions arise we want immediate answers and many times…not all… but many the answers were already there.
God will give an answer before the question is even asked….there is a Greek term called…PRO-LO-GOS and the Biblical meaning is, before the problem arises I will give you the solution.

/Isa 65:24 “It will also come to pass that before they call, I will answer; and while they are still speaking, I will hear.
Pertaining to positive Bels.\

You can’t play games… flipping in and out of the plan of God and then get upset that your spiritual discernment or lack of spiritual guidance was God’s fault, 
when the you know what hits the fan!

People like to use God as the big, soft Grandpa in the sky, who they can cry to in times of trouble and come to with any selfish request and it will come to pass. 

God loves to come through for His children but His will…His plan …His divine nature must be satisfied for this type of close-nit relationship to flourish.

/1Joh 5:14 This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.
As you grow in God’s plan your desires line up with His will, therefore He can come through for you more often. Your capacity & maturity brought you closer to the Lord.\ ELABORATE

Rom 8:24 For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what he already sees?
25 But if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it. 26 In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words;
Rom 8:27 and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

/Rom 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.\
Rom 8:29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.

Notice verse 28 on the board many Bels like to throw this out during times of trouble…and it is a great scripture if you fully understand it….God will work all things together FOR HIS GOOD…for His plan and for those that LOVE Him.
If we took apart Rom 8:28… it would read like this in how it was written in the original Koine Greek.
/ Rom 8:28 And we (Those with maturity) know (factual) that God causes all things to work together for good to those (mature Bel) who love (unconditional love) God, to those who are called (God knew in eternity past)  according to His purpose (God’s will/plan).\
Most of this is written in a present tense meaning it keeps on happening throughout a Bel’s lifetime. 
Some of it has a retroactive present tense involved in it… which simply means it happened at the moment you finally get to maturity but was there for you all along. 
Remember God does everything in eternity past.

/The love we learned about most often used and from NT doctrine is AGAPE’ a divine love that involves an intimate relationship with God and a personal love that develops with The Lord Jesus Christ is what stirs this love into growth.\

It becomes personal love for the Trinity at some point.
You first fall in love with TLJC, once you are truly saved, because…you realize what He did for you. (personal)
Having that Agape’ love is impersonal and unconditional which means it is not dependent upon emotional highs and lows.
It is not dependent upon human nature but a divine nature. 

/Personal love (Phileō) can turn into Agape’ love when the Bel grows up spiritually. Having both is actually the sign of maturity and a weapon Satan finds difficult to defeat.\
If you want success in your day to day relationships…you need both. 
If you are getting married it is essential that you have the ability to flow between Phileo & Agape.

/Mat 10:37 “He who loves (Phileō) father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves (Phileō) son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.
This is speaking about a love of affection and has a tenderness toward another.\
Following the will of God and understanding divine guidance is a recipe that demands an intimate relationship with God…I said it last lesson and I can’t make it any more apparent than what I just covered.

There are some basic academic principles of divine guidance that follow along with this issue of divine love. 

/Knowledge of doctrine — 
Psalm 32:8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way which you should go;
I will counsel you with My eye upon you.  Notice the instruction isn’t from self-help programs or secular universities.\
Turn to Proverbs chapter 3 
You have to wash the garbage from the cosmic system out of your thoughts first.

/Rom 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 
God’s will is known only through doctrine in the soul.  (Isa 58:11)\

/Prov 6:6 Go to the ant, O sluggard,
Observe her ways and be wise,7 Which, having no chief, officer or ruler, 8 Prepares her food in the summer
And gathers her provision in the harvest.\
These scriptures highlighted in Prov 6:6-19 that lead up to Prov 6:22-23 all point out a lazy attitude or a sluggish nature that is almost certain to guide you into misery and far from the will of God for your life.

The analogy of the ants has to do with the activity and endurance that ants display during their continued work effort each and every day. With no supervision they simply continue to work hard until the job is complete. 
 
Prov 6:9 How long will you lie down, O sluggard? When will you arise from your sleep?10 “A little sleep, a little slumber,
A little folding of the hands to rest”—11 Your poverty will come in like a vagabond and your need like an armed man.
/Prov 6:12 A worthless person, a wicked man, is the one who walks with a perverse mouth, 13 Who winks with his eyes, who signals with his feet,
Who points with his fingers;\
All of this signaling we see here in verse 12 thru 13…is a sign of deception but also someone who seeks to cut corners instead of following thru with the proper protocol.

Pro 6:14 Who with perversity in his heart continually devises evil,
Who spreads strife.15 Therefore his calamity will come suddenly;
Instantly he will be broken and there will be no healing.
I think we see what happens to the person who is lazy and lacks the integrity to follow the guidelines set in front of them.

/Prov 6:20 My son, observe the commandment of your father
And do not forsake the teaching of your mother;21 Bind them continually on your heart; Tie them around your neck.\

Look at the terminology… so graphic, tie them and bind those commands around your neck! Attach them to your soul!

Pro 6:22 When you walk about, they will guide you; When you sleep, they will watch over you; And when you awake, they will talk to you. 23 For the commandment is a lamp and the teaching is light; And reproofs for discipline are the way of life

/Prov 6:23 (b) And reproofs for discipline are the way of life…
This is not what a person with a lazy attitude wants to hear. Correction and discipline are a part of spiritual growth.\

God didn’t put safe spaces or have social justice meetings to help out the early church and certainly not for the OT saints. 

The other principle that goes with the love I mentioned early and the knowledge of BD is…
/Yielding to the power of the Word and the Holy Spirit —
Romans 6:13  and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. \

It is found in Romans 12:1 as well, “present,” which is yielding or the filling of the Holy Spirit. 
/Rom 12:1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.
Walking in the New Nature.\

Divine guidance will not enter your periphery if there is a constant love affair with secular wisdom and the distractions of this world. 

/Ephesians 5:17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.18  And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,
Controlled by the Spirit.\

Growth is demanded for a Bel to reach levels of maturity  — 2 Peter 3:18.

It is clear we are to grow in the grace and knowledge of TLJC.

Now you know that a love relationship is imperative when it comes to intimacy with God…also that knowledge of BD and yielding or giving yourself over to the continued filling of the HS.

All of these principles become strength in your spiritual walk and God can give divine guidance and show His will if you apply them to your life.

I want to close today with a series of bullet points revolving around the will of God and how it touches every aspect of our lives.

Categories of the will of God that all Bels should ask themselves about.
/The viewpoint will of God: what does God want me to think? 
The operational will of God: what does God want me to do? 
The geographical will of God: where does God want me to be?\

The first one is simple I already had you read Rom 12:2 today…do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by renewing your mind.

God wants you to clear the garbage out as it accumulates and refresh yourself with BD.
/2Pet 3:17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness,
Athesmos- unrestrained lust, completely unlawful.\
AHT-HIS-MOSS
Anyone outside the plan of God has opinions that are unrestrained because they are nurtured and bred in the cosmic system.    ELABORATE
/2Pet 3:18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.\

Most people are so busy working in the cosmic system, struggling to keep up with the Jones’s …we all chase after what we think will make us happy.
Often its outside the plan of God.
/Joh 6:27 Do not work for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you, for on Him the Father, God, has set His seal.\

Why fill up on something with no value…invest your time and effort into a system that is designed by fallen angels?
/Isa 55:2 Why do you spend money for what is not bread, And your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And delight yourself in abundance.\
ELABORATE
/Mat 6:19 Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 “But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;\

And as far as the geographical will of God that is something you must pray about.
You can’t just drop your job and put pressure on your family or children to move if you are not prepared… it shows a lack of responsibility to just uproot and run…UNLESS…you are sure God is pushing you to do so.

/Geographical location should be deeply contemplated, prayed about and have access to Bible Doctrine. A quick move with irrational thought behind it often leads a person to financial and emotional struggles.\

You will find in life that when a Bel needs guidance in the area of relationships, careers and relocation that three principles always come to the forefront of good decisions.
/1) Will this move/relationship bring me closer to God?
2) Have I prayed and meditated long enough to be clear where God’s will is in this decision?
[bookmark: _GoBack]3) Have I been honest with myself (pros & cons) and accurate with my doctrine to come to a final decision?\ 







