Mat 123
Arrogance embraces the unpardonable sin
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We noted the prophecy from Isaiah chapter 42 last lesson and how the Gentiles are actually brought into the picture by that lesson.

It also showed us the laser focus that TLJC needed to stay within the protocol plan of God the Father.
It spoke to the servanthood of Jesus Christ and covered several principles that are really pertinent for CA Bels to understand.
So now let’s move forward into verse 22.

This may have happened several hours later after healing the paralyzed man in the temple because we get the sense this is still on the Sabbath which is really upsetting the legalistic crowd. 

/Mat 12:22 Then a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute was brought to Jesus, and He healed him, so that the mute man spoke and saw.\
Mat 12:23 All the crowds were amazed, and were saying, “This man cannot be the Son of David, can he?”
Mat 12:24 But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, “This man casts out demons only by Beelzebul the ruler of the demons.”
Mat 12:25 And knowing their thoughts Jesus said to them, “Any kingdom divided against itself is laid waste; and any city or house divided against itself will not stand.
Mat 12:26“If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself; how then will his kingdom stand?
Mat 12:27 “If I by Beelzebul cast out demons, by whom do your sons cast them out? For this reason they will be your judges.
Mat 12:28 “But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.
Mat 12:29 “Or how can anyone enter the strong man’s house and carry off his property, unless he first binds the strong man? And then he will plunder his house.

In verse 22 — once again we have the Messiah proving exactly who He is.

He healed and preformed miracles to fulfil prophecy and also to put a spotlight on the fact that He is the one true Messiah.
This is very dramatic or important written in the Greek. When this man could speak for the first time he couldn’t stop talking, he had been wanting to for years. This is a man who wouldn’t stop spouting off…. giving thanks and praising the Lord.
The funny part in all this which is actually sad not funny…is the arrogant statement that the Pharisees will make in verse 38.
Mat 12:8 which we will cover in the future…says they ask Jesus to show them a sign.

After healing all these people in front of them they now ask for a sign…can you see how arrogance is never satisfied even with signs and wonders happening right in front of them. 
 When it comes to healing there are 3 basic categories of illness…mental, physical and demon induced illness. Medicine is usually applicable with the first two categories but demon-induced illness is a field all in itself and generally speaking medicine useless. 
The only way to get rid of demon-induced illness is by getting rid of the demon. 

Now I want to clarify something many Bels ask questions about….medicine and the use of doctors.
/God created men & women with medical gifts and knowledge therefore the use of prescription drugs and medical facilities is not against the Word of God. Excessive need for medical attention or medicine would be an area of extreme caution & problems for Bels.\

God the HS has led me to cover an important topic here that often comes into Christian conversations. 

Problems with addiction and reliance on cosmic viewpoint can infiltrate a Bels life when they are overly reliant on medical advice and medicine in general.
All Bels need to seek prayer when going to get medical advice and they should never assume that one doctor or one diagnosis is the final fact for them.
REPEAT!!!!
My warning is to always use common sense when it comes to illness in any way… shape or form. 
God can guide you to the right doctors and give you insight on when a medication is needed or when you are getting to dependant upon that medication.
Mental illness…problems with depression, anger …delusions any of the psychotic disorders that are listed in the medical field may lead to medication in the extreme cases.     REPEAT
Dependence on any medication can be a very slippery slope to go down so I warn every Bel to seek God for answers not a pastor or Bel who seems to be a spiritual giant…go to God in prayer because no man or woman no matter how spiritual they may appear on the surface they are flawed creatures and don’t have all the right answers. 

Counselling is something many people ask about as well and when it comes to mental illness there are levels and extreme cases so I would be a fool to say never seek medical advice in the case of mental illness.
But what I am confident about is that we live in a world that is over diagnosed as far as medicines and counselling and it is one of the main reasons people are now dependent on drugs and that America consumes 80 per cent of all pharmaceutical products produced throughout the world….80 per cent goes to USA!
Soak up that for a minute folks!

As far as counselling goes from my personal studies and what the Bible teaches us the Christian who is dealing with problems or even minor mental stress issues…such as depression or anger and jealousy need to seek God’s word…. an intimate relationship with the mind of Christ;       ELABORATE!!!
/Job 12:13 “With Him are wisdom and might; To Him belong counsel and understanding.
Job 15:8 “Do you hear the secret counsel of God, and limit wisdom to yourself?\

The secret counsel speaks to what the Bel gets from becoming intimate with the Word of God….listening to God the HS…that still small voice of God when we get with His word in prayer.

When you grow toward SM you gain greater insight….discernment ….a closer more intimate relationship with God.
/Psa 33:10 The LORD nullifies the counsel of the nations; He frustrates the plans of the peoples.
Pro 8:14 “Counsel is mine and sound wisdom; I am understanding, power is mine.\

The cosmic system often times is manipulated and dominated by satanic thought…demonic principles and ideology that is opposed to scripture.

/Pro 19:21 Many plans are in a man's heart, but the counsel of the LORD will stand.\
Mankind plots and plans but it is the plans of God and His counsel that stands in the end.
So this third category, which is demon-induced illness, can only be healed by means of removing the cause. The cause is demon possession. In Mat 12:22 Jesus healed this person by removing the demon. That is the only medicine! 
            
I believe I have covered this topic before in my angel’s series or even on this series of Matthew…it was lesson #80 
on demonic possession back about a year ago.
Here are some basic principles all Bels should understand.

   /Bels (demonic influence), Unbels (possession);
Both have certain similarities=  
Change in temperament/personality.
Lust patterns begin to dominate the soul. (addictions, greed, sex, power/control)
Frustration toward the people of God and the word of God.
Struggles against authority/rules.\
These are common traits when a demonic spirit has either begun to influence or infiltrate the soul of a person.   ELABORATE     REPEAT

Now the miracles signs and wonders are something people will gravitate toward but it really becomes more of an emotional distraction than a tool for true evangelism.

Turn to 1Corinthians chapter one with me.
Think about what our Lord taught about those who seek signs and wonders.

The Jews seeking a sign conforms with the statement of 1 Corinthians 1:22. The Jews ask for a sign. The Jews ask for a sign because they ignored the greatest sign of all…. TLJC. 
There are all kinds of signs. The Sabbath day is a sign and the Jews have destroyed the greatest sign of all by legalism.

 Having destroyed this sign, what do they demand? Instead of demanding doctrinal teaching, the true principle of grace and the Sabbath, they demand a miracle. 

/When people neglect Bible Doctrine they want miracles because they are emotionally oriented instead of doctrinally oriented. The Sabbath was a sign of grace but the Jews turned this sign into legalism and empty ceremonialism. \    REPEAT

People will always gather for a miracle or spectacle or even when a celebrity speaks about Christ because it is all very exciting….but none of that excitement or miracles will guarantee salvation.

Minds and hearts are changed from deep within… when the person is fully aware of their fallen state and their soul is hungry for a Saviour.

Often times the excitement of a miracle or an emotional event fades within hours of the event and that person is still in a state of what they were just hours before. If miracles were the issue all the crowds that clamoured around TLJC would have stayed with Him right up to the cross yet many turned against Him in the end.    REPEAT

Emotions fool us…. emotions should never lead us and emotions can not think.
/1Co 1:22 For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness,\
Both parties have a belief problem because one party wants the big show the miracle or the sign.

The other is so wrapped up in secular knowledge and what they can learn from man made rituals, man made books and cosmic viewpoint they fail to recognize the simplicity of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
1Co 1:24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
1Co 1:25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

Jesus in this context performed a miracle on the Sabbath day in order to bring out the true meaning of it. And the true meaning here was the fact that the Sabbath was a sign to the Jews. Christ is the reality and the true meaning of the Sabbath. Rejection of Christ means loss of the true sign.    REPEAT
Since the Sabbath is ignored….it is removed by legalism Jesus provides two new signs: the miracles of verses 13, 15, 22, and later on the doctrine we will cover in verses 38-41.   
            
In verse 23 — the reaction of the crowd is that they are amazed and keep on being amazed in the original Greek. The Pharisees are not amazed they are instead frustrated and angry….plotting to kill Him. They hate Him, they are the religious crowd. 
The crowd is repetitively saying…“Is not this the son of David?” The son of David is a technical phrase for Messiah. 
They were saying that this must be the Messiah. They understood the true meaning of those miracles which was to focus attention on the fact that Messiah was here. 
They caught on and they understood that Christ was here and they recognised the true issue in salvation. 

/Jesus has been performing various categories of miracles, “And all the people were amazed,” imperfect tense, they kept on being amazed, and because of their amazement it led them to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. “Is not this the son of David?” Son of David: title for Messiah. \
So how it was originally written was they first shouted out the question…. but repetitively saying it they began basically saying….. is this the one ….is this the son of David meaning that many were believing that TLJC was the Messiah.

Many in the crowd were turning into Bels in front of the Pharisees.

/Mat 12:23 All the crowds were amazed, and were saying, “This man cannot be the Son of David, can he?” 24 But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, “This man casts out demons only by Beelzebul the ruler of the demons.”\
They kept on saying: “Is not this the son of David?” This means that different people in the crowd reacted at different times and they recognised Him for what he was. In other words, as a result of the ministry which we have been studying there was a tremendous response from the people.
The majority of the people receive Him as Messiah; the religious leaders reject Him.
What we will begin to see as we close is the unpardonable sin come to light.

Also, the blasphemy of the God the HS.

Which I have covered and it has the distinct meaning of claiming TLJC to be a demon or the devil….when He was walking the earth during His earthly ministry. Blasphemy of the HS.

In verse 24 — it tells us - “But when the Pharisees heard it.” They can hear the people responding, they hear and witness people believing in Jesus Christ; “they said.”  Meaning they all did exactly the same thing.
They all had the same response.
We don’t know if it was two or ten Pharisees and how many Scribes may have been there but the group all had the same attitude. This is the first statement on the unpardonable sin.
The sin of UNBELIEF….the sin of rejecting Christ… especially when HE was standing right in front of them. 
There is a deep contrast between this verse 23 and verse 24. The religious leaders say the exact opposite of what was said by the people. 

The Pharisees cannot deny the validity of miracles all they can try to do is discredit or explain them away. Arrogance will always spend time and effort spinning lies or manipulating situations and people to fit their own agenda or narrative.

/They did not say a miracle has not been committed; they do not say at any time, He did not really do this, it is a fake. Never once do they deny the validity of the miracles. Historically there are never any claims that Jesus was proven to be a fraud when it came to miracles, healings and signs.\     ELABORATE
You may want to make a note of that for your Unbeling friends. 

The principle is: the miracles are thoroughly accredited. 
In all of the historical accounts it is never suggested or implied that Jesus did not perform these miracles, it is always the attempt to explain them away. 
 /They attribute the miracles to Satan/demonic leader (Beelzebub) rather than to the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. Which is blasphemy and shows us the unpardonable sin- UNBELIEF!\
Turn to Philippians chapter two as we close.
Remember in our last lesson- that the Holy Spirit sustained the humanity of Christ during His earthly ministry. 

 Under the true doctrine of kenosis Jesus did not depend upon His divine attributes to perform His miracles, He depended upon the Holy Spirit. This sets the pattern for the believer in the Church Age.

Phil 2:5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,
Phl 2:6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,
/Phl 2:7 but emptied Himself (kenoō), taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.\
[image: Unchecked Copy Box]Phl 2:8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
That Greek verb is pronounced KEN-NA-OH-  though it often means to empty or pour out something, it also has the meaning of laying something to the side which is more accurate in this verse to have no special reputation to put away or lay aside HIS deity.   REPEAT

Understanding the Doctrine of the Hypostatic Union demands that you understand this principle in Phil  2.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Understanding the virgin birth is also another piece of the puzzle as well as the TLJC being the mediator between man and God. The need for TLJC to be in the blood line of David and certain aspects of the Angelic conflict leading right up to the Cross is all needed to be digested to fully understand the doctrine of the Hypostatic Union.
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