Mat 197
Perfection only comes through Christ 

What I see today probably more than any other time in history is a strong desire for perfection.
At least that is how it is labelled yet it is actually from a satanic root of narcissism that it is springing up from.

The sad part is, it is not a striving for spiritual perfection but a striving for human and global perfection that is really a huge problem in the world today.
/The Bel with solid spiritual senses knows the journey for human perfection is useless and only achieved through the perfect one of the universe – The Lord Jesus Christ. All other avenues for perfection come from Satan; Perfect body, perfect relationship, perfect happiness, perfect justice, perfect environment, perfect social interactions, perfect societies, perfect health…etc.\ 
REPEAT      ELABORATE

Until you start a project of that magnitude at the right starting point and with the right tools and information, the failure will be colossal because the expectations are so high.

The level of despair and frustration that erupt from that become the fuel for civil unrest and angry mobs and even anarchy and I think you see that on a smaller scale today on the 6 O’clock news. 
In fact, it is what happens after about 10 years of socialism in many countries and then you see the people rise up and protest. 
It is a spirit of narcissism at the core and Satan is the father of that prideful attitude.
One area that carries us into this mind set of perfection is the area of expectations.
I had my young brother in Christ, Revell write me an email about this subject recently and I want to use some of his words to describe what I am teaching you;
 Email from Revell;
/The objective is to remove the emotional attachment of things always going OUR way and outcomes that we “expect” to occur. Should we really be having “expectancies” in this life? Or should we just be waiting to see what GOD will do after we’ve done what WE are supposed to do?\

In my opinion, the only thing we should “expect” is the “unexpected”.

God is full of surprises. With adversity AND prosperity. How many times have you been surprised by something in the last 3 months? Or even caught off guard? 
Things aren’t always going to go according to “our” plan. But they WILL go according to God’s plan and His alone.       REPEAT

So, attach yourself to the daily guidance of God the Holy Spirit and you are in business.

The context of this doctrine is important of course. Compassion and joy are legitimate forms of emotion that are not contrary to the word of God and that you are not required to detach yourself from. 
Anger (outside of occasional righteous indignation) and worry ARE against the word of God.
 They are also mentally, physically and spiritually destructive and are usually related to some form of attachment to a ‘wanted’ or ‘expected’ outcome.

Now men, I’m not telling you to emotionally detach yourself from your wife, or ladies this goes for you as well. 
You can be in love with your husband or wife and still apply this doctrine. Nor am I telling you to neglect the responsibilities God has given you in your marriage. 
But the less negative emotion that you allow to enter into your marriages by detaching yourself from ‘outcomes’, the calmer your soul can become.

/“Casting ALL your cares on Him because He cares for you.” 1 Peter 5:7
God is the one who ordains or allows the outcomes of circumstances in this life. Every last one of them. And we don’t know what He’s going to ordain or allow so what is the point of being emotionally attached to the unknown?\
So, take your pick...

You can continue to walk around with that heavy burden “hoping” that things turn out the way YOU think they should...
Or you can give everything over to the supreme court of Heaven, leave it completely in God’s hands...and Detach.
And then Revell added in a philosophy quote from a man many do not realize studied philosophy…
“Absorb what is useful, reject what is useless” - Bruce Lee

Thank you Revell for the divine words of wisdom, it is still one of my hopes to do a Bible conference there in Maryland and have Revell open up with prayers and speak his heart and do a synopsis during the conference…keep that in prayer!
This theme fits well into our recent study on what goes on deep within the soul of all people and the filling power of God the HS and the sin nature that so easily entangles us.
Turn to Galatians chapter 5 with me today. 
 
As I had highlighted last lesson even the Apostle Paul 20 years into his walk with Christ, acknowledged the sin issue in his life not as a means of guilt or shame, just as a teaching tool on the battle we are called to fight right now in time.

/Rom 7:7 What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, “YOU SHALL NOT COVET.”\
There are many scholars that believe Paul struggled with some arrogance issues in his life. 
He was highly intelligent and educated, which can sometimes put you upon a mental pedestal above others which is dangerous thinking. 
Also, Paul is mentioning coveting here as if he may have a struggle with that sin.
/The journey for human perfection is fruitless because most people do not keep the focus where it needs to be, upon Christ who is the epitome of perfection. In fact, the cry for social justice and equality on the streets are never directed at individual responsibility first, meaning getting one’s life oriented to truth and spiritual perfection. Instead it is an angry focus upon others and environmental issues or governing bodies as well as past injustices.\
Nothing changes if nothing changes, meaning all change starts at an individual level within oneself first! 

/Real perfection that is divine and supernatural will not manifest itself in this age until the 2nd Advent of Christ. Even during that 1,000 years reign of the Lord on earth, mankind will disrupt and destroy that which is pure by the end of that time (Rev 20:7-8). The closest we get right now is a positive remnant of Bels who are willing to reflect Christ in their daily lives.\ 

Truthfully the more Bels who understand what I am teaching in this series and apply it the more peace and perfection can have an opportunity to breed.
This is part of the battle we are called to fight as well, the interior struggle of the OSN and the daily struggle we see out in the world where we are called as ambassadors and soldiers for Christ.
There are no battles or spiritual growth opportunities once we are face to face with the Lord. This is it…right now in time!

As I mentioned last lesson the Apostle Paul was teaching Bels at Galatia which by the way is where we see the roots of the Irish bloodline come from…this may explain the stubborn nature of the Bels there!
But they were hung up on Judaism and the rituals such as circumcision which even after being born again and taught grace they wanted to add into salvation and their spiritual walk. 
This is why Paul so sweetly says what he does in verse 12.
/Gal 5:12 I wish that those who are troubling you would even mutilate themselves.
How many Bels today would quit following a pastor who boldly made that statement? – that would be your own arrogant expectation of what a pastor should be like!\
Again, I remind you what our brother Revell wrote in that email I read at the beginning.

This next statement Paul makes is very profound as all his teaching is…but more so for this lesson we are in;
/Gal 5:13 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.\
Just because you know you have eternal security and the sin issue is easily overcome and washed clean and you have this new freedom, grace and the mercy for the past failures, Paul warns them - don’t act like Unbels. 

The call is for selfless love - not selfish love doing what makes you feel good.
This again reminds us that Bels make a choice which nature to live in. 

/Gal 5:14 For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.”
Everything is fulfilled in Christ and because Jesus Christ is God, He is divine LOVE and that is the call for the Bel to live in.\
Not emotional or personal love, but impersonal, unconditional love that depends upon the nature of TLJC.
Gal 5:15 But if you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.
This is what arrogance and living for self, results in – devouring each other. 
Self- destruction. 
Even this movement we have now here in America, for erasing history and rewriting history and social justice at every turn is going to eat its own because the OSN is never satisfied.
It is only a matter of time before it demands something else once it appears to have gotten what it wanted.
     REPEAT
/Gal 5:16 But I say, walk by (peripateō) the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.\
PERRY-PE-TET-OH, this is a walking but this is written in the present tense and the imperative mood in the Greek.
This is habitual and a command or a serious statement that demands action from the Bel. It means to regulate and process or be occupied with something while moving forward…there is thought and action at work here!        REPEAT
Paul is calling out a part of spiritual warfare right here…the interior battle that was already won on the Cross…live in that! 
/Gal 5:18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.
IF - is in that first-class condition meaning and I know this to be true! This is a fact. All those concerns about fulfilling Biblical standards are filled by Christ in our life.\
If we are a being habitually led by the Holy Spirit.
/Gal 5:19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,
This speaks directly to the OSN. It is anything minus the Spirit therefore it points to fallen man and the desires of self, controlling thoughts & actions.\
This accounts for thought patterns or lustful desires that remain circulating in the soul of a person. In other words, not just the action of immorality. 
This tells us a motivation deep within which means it is nurtured or given room for growth. 
This is not a passing thought.
/Gal 5:20 idolatry, sorcery (pharmakeia), enmities, strife (eris), jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions (dichostasia), factions,\
A few of these listed here I want to clarify because people will quickly look at these scriptures and say I don’t do any of that, or I never had a problem with any of that, so this whole message about the OSN is really not accurate.

Remember Idolatry is anything that takes precedence over your relationship with God. Family, marriage, career and wealth as well as many other aspects of our daily lives.
PHARM-A-KEY-AH is where we get our word pharmacy from. This was common practice in the ancient world to worship false gods while in an intoxicated trance.
In fact, sexual orgies and human sacrifice was much easier to get involved in if you were stoned…I know some folks will reject what I am saying but this is historic facts.
Anything that puts you in a euphoric state that is not a normal function may fall under this category and this is between you & God, all I am doing is teaching the Biblical principles. 
ERIS- meaning strife is a tension or disagreement between you and someone else. It is not a full-blown argument; in fact, it starts in the mind where you have developed negative thoughts about another person. 
The tension and small bickering and disagreements begin to develop.
DEE-HAS-DA-CEE-AH – dissention is another that means your thoughts and action begin to counter those of the people around you, there is a division developing and it usually starts in the mind first. 
In fact, jealousy is a MA sin which comes from deep within a person.
Then comes the outward actions of disputes and outbursts of anger.

We are all guilty of these at some point or another.

[bookmark: _Hlk46144132]/Gal 5:21 envying (phthonos), drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.\
FON-US - means a deep-seated corruption of thought that looks at others in disdain or arrogance that dominates the thoughts. 
This is because the person desires something others have or they think that others may not deserve that which they have. It is a form of selfish thinking.
The Greek word for carousing –
 CAR-MOSS means loud and abrasive behaviors usually physically aggressive but sometimes just partying by today’s standard would fit the definition here.

Those who live in these lifestyle choices that are listed here in verses 19 thru 21 are not the lifestyle choices of the Bel. 

What that person is practicing is ungodly and would be difficult for a Bel to continue in due to the powerful conviction of God the HS in their life.

And the secondary principle that Paul is pointing out, is that those who are Bels will not continue in that lifestyle in the future, because everything changes in our resurrection bodies.
The other principle is there is no rewards or blessings in eternity for Bels who neglect the calling of God for their lives.

You can-not live like an Unbel and think God is going to reward you with authority in the heavenly.

/Gal 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
The fruit is singular because it is like one tree which gives forth different fruits. These traits are all seen from the divine nature and each come slowly at various points in our walk.\
In other words, you are not immediately this perfect person applying all these spiritual behaviors. 

Fruit of the Spirit begins to come forth at different points in a Bels walk with God.
/Gal 5:23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
These qualities accumulate and work within, then eventually come out of the Bel over time and there is no human standard or religious ritual which stands up to this fruit.\ 
Gal 5:24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.
Gal 5:25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.

There are nine times we see the term walk used in the New Testament which have spiritual implications for the Bel.

/Rom 6:4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
This means that we walk by means of a supernatural life.\

/Eph 4:1  Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love, 3 being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

We are representing Christ with accuracy when the Fruit of the Spirit is visible in our lives.\

/Col 1:10 so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;
This is walking in the new nature with real results.\

/Rom 13:13 Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.
This is the result of being filled with the Spirit.\ 
Behave properly - in the original language is PERRY-PET-AT-OH – walk.

/Eph 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.
Our walk should culminate in results in one realm or another.\
Many of these scriptures are suggesting that IF the Bel walks in this manner something positive will occur…again we see free will. 
/2Cor 5:6 Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord—7 for we walk by faith, not by sight—
This is the faith-rest technique we apply once we are filled with the Spirit.\
While we are here in this flawed body we have the ability to walk by supernatural means until we meet TLJC.
            
/Eph 5:1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; 2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.
This is the filling of the Spirit producing impact and the focus comes off self & unto others.\

/Gal 5:16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.
The mechanics in removing the power of personal sin & evil start by the filling power of the Holy Spirit.\
The OSN has been nailed to the Cross and your salvation and sins have already been dealt with on the Cross.
Now use the divine power source to remove the stumbling block of the cosmic system and your daily condition to achieve greater heights in the plan of God.
/Col 4:5 Conduct yourselves (peripateō) with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity.
Walk in a manner that reflects the mind of Christ not the flesh.\

            
            



