James #137
The ripple effect of allowing the devil’s world to saturate your soul.

Open back up in Genesis chapter 19 RF we have been looking at the life of LOT concerning our current study in James 1;
/Jam 1:27 Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.\
The two principles we will close this chapter out with, revolve around two important principles and really lifestyle choices all Christians should recognize and adhere too. 
This current study in Gen 19 about LOT let’s us look at, how a Bel must avoid allowing the cosmic system to stain their soul.
After this study, we will close this chapter with a look at what God does look for in our walk in this temporal life.
Showing us what does qualify as goldy and spiritual application in our life.

For now, let us keeping looking at what is meant by – to keep oneself unstained by the world.
Lot’s life is a great study on how going along and getting along, becomes compromising inside the devil’s world. 
It is a study on what happens when BD becomes a very low priority within your life and the end result is almost always the same – reversionism leading toward apostasy. 
/There was a steady progression of compromise in Lot’s life. He went from looking at Sodom (Gen 13:10), to pitching his tent toward Sodom (Gen 13:12), to living in Sodom (Gen 14:12). He had ample time and evidence that he should remove his family yet he never did. Lot then got himself a position at the gate of Sodom, indicating he was a city leader.\ 
That is the subtle progression of how we stain our soul in the cosmic system.
This always touches others close to us in our life.
Looking at Sodom was the nurturing of the old sin nature, it is when the lust of the eyes begins to dominate the soul.
After that we begin to lean toward that lust and that means pitching our tent…our lifestyle in that direction. That is when you begin to give birth to sin.
                          REPEAT
Then the final result is living in the devil’ world. Even when God sends warnings and messengers to remove you, you have gone so far backward that you refuse to acknowledge and adjust to the justice of God.
We will do some repetition to get us back on track, but also to make sure you understand the depth of this teaching.

We looked at the opening scriptures of chapter 19 and these angels that appeared as unique men were there to remove any righteous person from the coming destruction.
/It became almost painfully apparent, that LOT knew exactly what type of attention these men will draw. Because Lot was very familiar with the demonic nature of this city. Bels who accept and go along and get along with the devil’s world, soon find themselves happily living a life opposed to the WORD. You can never live in garbage and walk away clean.\ 
We have no evidence in scripture that tells us Lot was preaching and teaching the word of GOD. If anything, all evidence in this story, points to a life of a Bel in deep reversionism… possibly a life in blatant apostasy. 
Gen 19:4 Before they lay down, the men of the city—the men of Sodom—surrounded the house, both young and old, all the people from every quarter;
This is a gathering of the majority of the men in the city of Sodom. 
This is not just a few interested parties, this is a culture of perversion. Which means, Lot lived with and was very comfortable with this culture of Sodom. 

/The whole region was a stronghold of Canaanites; the descendants of Canaan and Cush (Nimrod) were known as wicked cultures and seeds of Satan. Canaan was the grandson of Noah who was involved in sexual perversion and rebellion toward Noah. Abram’s father was a follower under Nimrod – Abraham would have taught Lot all of this as he was the authority on the WORD at this historic point. Lot was taught BD and yet his lifestyle reflected the devil’s world.\ 
Showing us you can sit under great bible teaching…perhaps even be raised by good Christian parents, yet go in the opposite direction from GOD.
Lot was not shocked by the approach of the majority of men trying to have sexual relations with the two men in his house.
 /Gen 19:5 and they called to Lot and said to him, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us that we may have relations with them.”

This Hebrew verb yāḏaʿ, is written in the Qal stem – it means to be deeply acquainted with and is often used in a carnal sense of full knowledge (sexual).\  
YAH-DA, is written to mean very intimate and physical knowledge of someone. 

We actually have more evidence of the sexual perversion by the next few verses.
Gen 19:6 But Lot went out to them at the doorway, and shut the door behind him,
Lot’s behavior is a panic because he knows what could happen.
/Gen 19:7 and said, “Please, my brothers, do (rāʿaʿ) not act wickedly (rāʿaʿ).

This is written in the Hiphel stem twice, meaning to act evil, wicked mischief, physically, as in assault or hurting someone.\  
RAH-AIR, is written in the HIPHEL stem meaning physical abuse. 
Now if this is not proof enough of the sexual perversions, look at what LOT says next;
/Gen 19:8 “Now look, I have two daughters who have not had relations with any man; please let me bring them out to you, and do to them whatever you like; only do not do anything to these men, because they have come under the shelter of my roof.”

It is obvious the depth of sexual perversion and unbridled lust that unfolds in this chapter. It is also obvious of the apostasy of Lot. \
This is what happens when the devil’s world has stained your soul – it brings you to a place of putting those you care about in jeopardy. 
Gen 19:9 But they said, “Get out of the way!” They also said, “This one came in as a foreigner, and already he is acting like a judge; now we will treat you worse than them!” So they pressed hard against Lot and moved forward to break the door.

/Once you become a weak puppet of the cosmic system you will be treated like a rag doll and completely used and tossed aside at some point. Compromise in the cosmic system is often the gateway into becoming a soldier for Satan’s military agenda. He will use a Bel through deception and worldly blessings until he has had his fill and at that point you will be left bitter and broken.\ 
Never forget your time, talent and treasure is what you have to apply inside the angelic conflict. It is either used for glorifying God, or glorifying Satan. 

Gen 19:10 But the men reached out their hands and brought Lot into the house with them, and shut the door.
/The angels who are soldiers of Christ have to save the day! Lot in his flesh and current state of weakness and carnality is useless and failing miserably. Only God can provide real solutions and has the ability to defeat demonic assaults. Lot has made a life choice opposed to the plan of GOD. In doing so, he has positioned himself under satanic influence and has no spiritual power, discernment or abilities to combat evil.\

A Believer can never be possessed by demons, but they can be so heavily influenced, that they appear demonic and possessed.
This type of Bel is a slave to the cosmic system. They are in such a position of weakness, that they place not only themselves, but those closest to them in jeopardy. 
                          REPEAT
Gen 19:11 Then they struck the men who were at the doorway of the house with blindness, from the small to the great, so that they became weary of trying to find the doorway.
They obviously have no respect for Lot at all. This was a volatile situation and these angels use a supernatural strike to give Lot the ability to save himself and his household.

Showing us, God will always attempt to wake up and save a lost Believer, even one who has rejected HIS plan for years.

Gen 19:12 Then the two men said to Lot, “Whom else do you have here? A son-in-law and your sons and daughters, and whomever you have in the city, bring them out of the place;
Gen 19:13 for we are about to destroy this place, because their outcry has become so great before the LORD that the LORD has sent us to destroy it.”

Did you know the two times in history that are similar to the build-up into the Tribulation are this point in Sodom and Gomorrah and the days of Noah.

/Luk 17:26-30 - teaches us that the only signs we will have of the build-up into the Tribulation and the 2nd Advent, will be similar to the Days of Noah and the time of Lot being raptured out of Sodom. Both times are not only ripe with sexual perversion and wickedness; they are historic times that the seeds of Satan are prevalent on the earth. A RAPTURE is also evident in the days of Noah, the time of destruction of Sodom and the beginning of the Tribulation.\ 
Gen 19:14 So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who were to marry his daughters, and said, “Up, get out of this place, for the LORD is destroying the city.” But he appeared to his sons-in-law to be joking.

/Lot is so compromised and weakened by allowing the stains of Sodom deep into his soul, that his role as a family leader was completely over. Lot could have been a positive leader toward the truth of Christ in Sodom and within his family, instead he is viewed in contempt. The men of Sodom including his future son’s in-law had no respect for him. Lot may have entered Sodom with respect and honor and yet now, his life is one of fear, disgrace and weakness.\
   
Gen 19: 15 When morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Up, take your wife and your two daughters who are here, or you will be swept away in the punishment of the city.”
/Gen 19:16 But he hesitated. So the men grasped (ḥāzaq) his hand and the hand of his wife and the hands of his two daughters, because the compassion (ḥemlâ) of the LORD was upon him; and they brought him out and put him outside the city.

The deep compassion and mercy of our LORD removed Lot and his family quickly and with incredible speed and strength.\ 
HAZ-ACK, means to seize with violent force and great strength, this is almost like a kidnapping, meaning it was done with an abrupt, violent grab and a removal – a RAPTURE. 
HEM-LAH, points to the mercy of God.
Just as the mercy and compassion of God will remove loser Bels at the time of the future rapture of the body of Christ.

/Notice the hesitation on the part of LOT – he is still infatuated with staying in the devil’s world – the hesitation to stay in Sodom tells us his affection and focus is still not on a renewal of a relationship with God, but on the cosmic system. God will sometimes give us a violent shake up or wake up, to remove us from the lust patterns that have us entrenched in the devil’s world.\    
Gen 19:17 When they had brought them outside, one said, “Escape for your life! Do not look behind you, and do not stay anywhere in the surrounding area; escape to the mountains, or you will be swept away.”

These angels are very serious and they are shouting instructions after they removed Lot’s family from the city. They are well aware the judgment of God will sweep that region in a hell-fire wrath any moment. 
The angels who cannot die have more urgency than LOT! Showing us how deep the stains of the devil’s world can penetrate our soul structure. 
The grip of the cosmic system and the OSN in authority is incredibly strong.

/Gen 19:18 But Lot said to them, “Oh no, my lords!

The Believer in apostasy will always seek negotiation to remain in the flesh even when it is a detriment to their own health or family’s safety.\ 

Gen 19:19 “Now behold, your servant has found favor in your sight, and you have magnified your compassion, which you have shown me by saving my life; but I cannot escape to the mountains, for the disaster will overtake me and I will die;
/This town or village named Zoar meaning small or insignificant, may well have been one of the 3 smaller towns on the edge of Sodom and Gomorrah. It was also a pagan culture most likely a culture of BAAL worship would have been present. The life of LOT and this town Zoar are well suited for each other – both are insignificant. \
Gen 19:20 now behold, this town is near enough to flee to, and it is small. Please, let me escape there (is it not small?) so that my life may be saved.”
Lot was still in the firm grip of compromise with the devil’s world.
Instead of making a complete change and turn back to GOD, instead of embracing the full power and plan of God… Lot has compromised himself once again.  
                            REPEAT
Gen 19:21 And he said to him, “Behold, I grant you this request also, not to overthrow the town of which you have spoken.
Gen 19:22 “Hurry, escape there, for I cannot do anything until you arrive there.” Therefore the town was named Zoar.
/ In Genesis 18 -Abraham asked God to spare the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah if there were ten righteous found there. There were not ten righteous people, God did not spare the city, but He still answered Abraham’s prayer by bringing Lot and his family out of Sodom. God, bound by His own righteousness and honor (Gen 18:25), waited on this judgment until the few righteous people were rescued. God always abides by HIS word and even in relation to spiritual warfare – there are rules of engagement!\ 

Gen 19:23 The sun had risen over the earth when Lot came to Zoar.
Gen 19:24 Then the LORD rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah from the LORD out of heaven,
Now keep in mind Lot and his wife and two daughters are now safe.
I believe that what happens now, shows us Lot’s wife was never a Believer. 
Gen19:23 and He overthrew those cities, and all the surrounding area, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground.
/Gen 19:26 But Lot’s wife, from behind him, looked back (nāḇaṭ), and she became a pillar of salt.

Written in the Hiphil stem – to show great respect, focus, honor and deep attention or hold in high regard.\ 
NAW-VAT, means not just a glance this has a connation of desire within it. It is the high regard we are to have for the WORD of God.
Gen 19:27 Now Abraham got up early in the morning and went to the place where he had stood before the LORD;
Gen 19:28 and he looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the surrounding area; and behold, he saw the smoke of the land ascended like the smoke of a furnace.

Pay attention to what the scripture points out – who did GOD want to save?
Gen 19:29 So it came about, when God destroyed the cities of the surrounding area, that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the destruction, when He overthrew the cities in which Lot had lived.
