Matt 120
Grace is not a license to sin nor a decree of living in vulnerability
Mat 12:6 “But I say to you that something greater than the temple is here.
/Mat 12:7 “But if you had known what this means, ‘I DESIRE COMPASSION, AND NOT A SACRIFICE,’ you would not have condemned the innocent.\
Mat 12:8 “For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”
Mat 12:9 Departing from there, He went into their synagogue.
Mat 12:10 And a man was there whose hand was withered. And they questioned Jesus, asking, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”—so that they might accuse Him.
Mat 12:11 And He said to them, “What man is there among you who has a sheep, and if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will he not take hold of it and lift it out?
Mat 12:12 “How much more valuable then is a man than a sheep! So then, it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.”
Verse 7 — “But if  (second class condition) “if”  (and you don’t) you had known what this means,   REPEAT
I desire compassion and not sacrifice [Quotation from Hosea 6:6], you would not have condemned the innocent.” 
Jesus is saying that His disciples have a right on the Sabbath to eat, that the whole purpose of the Sabbath has been misunderstood.

Religion is full of ritualistic foolishness that has nothing to do with true spirituality. In fact Col. RB Thieme JR. put it like this;
Principle: Live your life as unto the Lord, not as unto a lot of mixed up, hypocritical, self-righteous, legalistic and ignoramus-type believers.  REPEAT
TLJC says “innocent” or  “guiltless.” Religion and the intent focus on ritual is incompatible with that which it is supposed to represent — grace.

In fact in Hosea chapter 6 it looks like this and this version of the new American standard bible puts it very accurately.
/Hos 6:6 For I delight in loyalty (checed) rather than sacrifice (zebach) and in the knowledge God rather than burnt offerings.
checed- kindness, goodness, having integrity & compassion.
zebach- ritual offering, a prepared sacrifice for slaughter.\
HAS-SED    ZA-BACH
Also notice what God emphasises…knowledge of HIM! That term for knowledge is DA-ATH meaning a wisdom and discernment coming to a full awareness of who God is and what He does.     REPEAT
God would rather have a positive Bel who applies BD to their lives…lives in His grace and operates in His grace then someone who seems to be a religious zealot because of all the rituals and rules they follow from the Bible. 

/Mat 12:8 — “For the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.” In other words, the Sabbath day was made for the Lord, not the Lord made for the Sabbath.\
Interesting that some people that TLJC didn’t claim to be God that often yet you see examples like this in Matthew 12 all over the NT.

 Therefore, if the Lord wants to tell what the Sabbath means and how it is to be acknowledged He has the right to do so. The word for “Lord” is deity it is that Greek masculine noun KUR-IOS. Jesus Christ is God and the Sabbath was made to point out His grace.

Verse 9 — begins a second Sabbath controversy. 
/Mat 12:9 -“He departed, and went into their synagogue” — 
Jesus was not a wimpy leader who abstained from controversial issues or calling out lies & legalism.\ 
TLJC was marked down in some historians notes as a rebel-rouser….meaning everywhere He went controversy followed.

This does not mean TLJC enjoyed stirring up trouble it simply means He spoke truth boldly and went against the grain of cosmic viewpoint the popular trends of the day. REPEAT   CLARIFY
We never see scripture pointing to Jesus as a brawler in the sense of physical violence but we do get a strong sense He was outspoken and very bold.

/Operating in truth, grace and compassion does not mean the Bel must always be viewed in a position of weakness. God dictates the moments we are to be bold concerning contentious situations. If the Bel is filled with the Holy Spirit and they stand in truth they will never fail in the eyes of God.\ 
The world might reject them… Unbels may attack them and sadly negative Bels may even stand against them.
But they will be viewed as spiritual warriors inside the plan of God.

The apostles were imprisoned for preaching the gospel of Christ and when released they were strictly warned not to keep teaching about Jesus Christ.
They responded out loud right out in front of the court.
/Act 5:29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men.”\

Again, this is why I always emphasize having spiritual discernment.
Which only comes from SM.
TLJC is going to march right into the temple and this is right after dealing with the nonsense of the Pharisees who just called Him out in the wheat field. 
/Mat 12:10 And a man was there whose hand was withered (paralyzed). And they questioned Jesus, asking, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”—so that they might accuse Him.\

This appears to be the same group following Him into the temple so now we have a crowd gathering and tension is rising.

It would be easy for Christ to turn and walk away from this but instead He is going to push the envelope further.

You see the Jewish leadership had put together all the laws and regulations from the Torah and what they had determined was philosophy surrounding OT scripture or how they interpreted it …it also covered historic Jewish documents and it is called the TALMUD  (TALL-MID)    REPEAT
It began sometime in or around the Babylonian captivity or shortly thereafter.
This became their own Biblical standard for a lot of what we see today in classic orthodox Judaism.
Very similar to what the Islamic leaders use…the Koran and the writings of Muhammad the HADDITH…a lot of progressives don’t like to mention how those two books go together.
ELABORATE
These Pharisees were going to try to trip TLJC up with philosophies and laws that the Jewish leadership were well schooled in from these writings. 
Sadly, the Talmud (tall-mid) tells us that it wasn’t even lawful to stop bleeding on the Sabbath! So now you begin to see the extreme religious nonsense that the Jewish leadership had developed since the original writings of Moses.

/Religion is always a source of oppression even as grace is always a source of freedom and liberation from oppression. Operating in grace means compassion and strength are combined and the divine nature of God is the result which means…no strings attached, forgiveness and generosity flows freely.\
REPEAT       ELABORATE
This is only achieved inside the plan of God with a solid relationship with TLJC.

Human viewpoint can not fully grasp this nor can it accurately implement it.  


The reason is clear why the Jewish leadership continually asked questions and used word games with Jesus…Right there in verse 10-  “that they might accuse him.” They are going to try to tie Him up now and this was a way to get rid of Him.
When someone is constantly attacking or ridiculing someone else you need to look under the surface…why all the attacks why all the word games and manipulating the truth?

When you get the sense that someone is out to destroy the character of another person, that is the spirit of Satan.
/Jhn 8:44 “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father he was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him, whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”\ 
It is very simple to point out facts and speak truth and just leave it out there. We don’t need to continue to correct or verbally assault others once we have spoken truth. 
People continue to attack from their own insecurities and fear of being exposed as liars. 
Either that or its just blind arrogance that refuses to hear the truth. 

Look at this great analogy TLJC uses;
/Mat 12:11 And He said to them, “What man is there among you who has a sheep, and if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will he not take hold of it and lift it out?\

TLJC is calling them out really on a grace principle at the same time He is highlighting their arrogance steeped in religious legalism.

Notice how TLJC uses a question to answer their question which sometimes is the only way to wake up an arrogant person…turn the mirror back on them to see themselves.
/Mat 12:12 “How much more valuable then is a man than a sheep! So then, it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.”\
Now this might get their attention…. because here is an interesting thing: religion always depends on money. Jesus hit them with this one because it was a reality of the day they lived in. Farmers and sheep herders were all over the countryside.
He answered the first one by the Word of God; He answers the second one by a principle of business that existed at the time. The Pharisees are not about to cut off their business. Religion never will! 

What you see in this particular example of grace is strength & compassion in action.
/Strength to stand in truth and a relationship with God even in the face of attacks and adversity.
Compassion to do the right thing concerning reaching out to those in need even if they failed or have fallen into cosmic traps.\ 
Grace is always about God giving us what we do not earn or deserve but it has several qualities to it that many people do not recognize as grace in action. TLJC wasn’t allowing the verbal attacks to stop Him from protecting His disciples and then healing a man on the sabbath. 
Verse 12 — the analogy is made. “How much then is a man better than a sheep?” 
The Pharisees’ big front of course was that they were interested in people, or so they said. So obviously when Jesus asks this question, they all have to admit that people are better than sheep. If they don’t they will lose face. 
Jesus basically asks- “It is lawful to do good on the Sabbath day.” So Jesus tells them it is all right to do well on the Sabbath. 
If the purpose of the day is to glorify God it means that there must be consistency.
TLJC really put them in a corner over this question which is what He did most of the time…Jesus put a question right back at the legalistic Jews.

We can close this with some principles that the Bel in the CA today can apply and should really understand concerning accepting grace and applying in your life.

Grace is not a license to sin;
/Gal 5:13 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.\
/1Pet 2:16 do not use your freedom as covering for evil…look at slide\

Grace is all about God forgiving us and offering us the free gift of salvation…nothing to do with works or our own merit…grace means we do not earn or deserve it.
But don’t use it as covering to live in your OSN.

/The Bel can only operate in grace toward others when they are walking in the New Nature and applying Bible Doctrine. This grace will reflect the compassion, strength and truth that Jesus Christ used throughout His earthly ministry.\

It will not be filled with pride or a judgmental attitude…it will be forgiving and have no strings attached to it!

/The grace-oriented Bel is not someone who goes along to get along and resembles a doormat rather than a spiritual, sound soldier of Christ. Therefore, they will have discernment concerning when to make a stand and when to circle back around to present truth. They will never compromise who and what Jesus Christ is!\
/Grace oriented Bels have a spirit of forgiveness and compassion flowing from their life that always seeks the best and hopes for the best. They do not dwell on failure and recognize no one after their flesh, even themselves.\

/2Cor 5:16 Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh; even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him in this way no longer.\

/Col 3:2 Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.\

Grace oriented Bels operate in the framework of unconditional love.

/1Cor 13:5 Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered,\
Ask yourself these questions when I deal with someone who has hurt me,
Someone who has attacked me…
Can I eventually apply these principles in 1 Cor chapter 13?

[bookmark: _GoBack]/1Co 13:6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.\

