Mat 226
The word of God guides us even in the worst environment

Let us start in the OT today RF – go to Genesis chapter 39.
What we will do is get a quick overview and lesson from two mature Bels who are Biblical hero’s who understood standing in the truth under pressure.

These men understood separation and really the doctrine of separation in the mental and spiritual aspect.
Joseph and Daniel both used separation techniques with divine power.
We left off last lesson with this important principle -
/ The Bel must take personal inventory of the environments they remain in because they may lead to greater struggles in their lives. A strong Bel can remain in a hostile or evil environment such as Daniel or Joseph did, which was ordained in the plan of God. Yet many Bels think they can stand strong within cosmic environments and instead the cosmic viewpoint indoctrinates them.\

It takes a level of maturity and spiritual strength to remain in an environment that is saturated with cosmic viewpoint.
And the Bel who is arrogant will pound their chest and say,  yeah - I can stay in the plan of God while I live in an evil environment or keep practicing a sinful lifestyle and I’ll bounce back, no problem.

If you are not at SM and really prepared do not stay in an environment that you know is evil, or a situation that is saturated with cosmic viewpoint. 

God will use mature Bels to stand inside evil environments and God will use prepared Bels to evangelize within situations saturated with cosmic viewpoint.
The call is for SM Bels not those impressed with their own human abilities or will power. Special forces use the elite and best trained soldiers for missions not a recruit fresh out of basic training!        REPEAT

The story of Joseph is a historic story of jealous brothers and the journey through difficult circumstances and unfair treatment.

Many of you know the story but the basic concept for today’s lesson is that Joseph was a man of God -  a Bel with spiritual depth and spiritual strength, his maturity was tested and he passed.

God ordained that Joseph would end up in slavery and wrongly accused for our sake, so we could learn many principles.
But also, to salvage what was left of the nation of Israel as well.

After the attack and betrayal from his brothers here is where Joseph ends up, in a slavery position surrounded by ungodly people. 


Gen 39:1 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt; and Potiphar, an Egyptian officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the bodyguard, bought him from the Ishmaelites, who had taken him down there.
/Gen 39:2 The LORD was with Joseph, so he became a successful man. And he was in the house of his master, the Egyptian.
Joseph is having protection and success in slavery! He maintains a serious relationship with God even in the midst of a bad situation.\

Because he is able to maintain his love for the Lord and does not submit to the false gods of Egypt nor does he cry out to God constantly seeking to be saved – God works within the bad environment in Joseph’s favor. 
/Gen 39:3 Now his master saw that the LORD was with him and how the LORD caused all that he did to prosper in his hand.
The positive Bel will impact those in his/her periphery even in a cosmic environment where they are the minority.\ 
God works even in the midst of what many call a – ‘prison situation’.
We simply need the faith and application of HIS word to get through it.
Gen 39:4 So Joseph found favor in his sight and became his personal servant; and he made him overseer over his house, and all that he owned he put in his charge.
Gen 39:5 It came about that from the time he made him overseer in his house and over all that he owned, the LORD blessed the Egyptian’s house on account of Joseph; thus the LORD’S blessing was upon all that he owned, in the house and in the field.

This is blessing by association. 
Joseph, even within an environment of about 40 Egyptian gods being worshipped within that culture,
and he is captured into slavery is not only protected by God but given a position of rank & comfort. 
Yet we never see Joseph submitting to false gods or falling away from the God of Israel.
                                 REPEAT
Gen 39:6 So he left everything he owned in Joseph’s charge; and with him there he did not concern himself with anything except the food which he ate. Now Joseph was handsome in form and appearance.
/Gen 39:7 It came about after these events that his master’s wife looked with desire at Joseph, and she said, “Lie with me.”
While ordained within God’s plan to stand strong in an evil environment the Bel most be on the alert. Satan’s attacks will still continue and even increase during a victory or time of peace.\

This is why this environment is not for the immature Bel, there are too many demands mentally and physically that can drag a Bel away from their relationship with God.

Gen 39:8 But he refused and said to his master’s wife, “Behold, with me here, my master does not concern himself with anything in the house, and he has put all that he owns in my charge.
Gen 39:9 “There is no one greater in this house than I, and he has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do this great evil and sin against God?”
Gen 39:10 As she spoke to Joseph day after day, he did not listen to her to lie beside her or be with her.

This was an ongoing assault on Joseph’s senses and had to be increasing every day, because now he is in not only in a cosmic environment but pressure is mounting from the wife of his boss. 

Gen 39:11 Now it happened one day that he went into the house to do his work, and none of the men of the household was there inside.
/Gen 39:12 She caught him by his garment, saying, “Lie with me!” And he left his garment in her hand and fled, and went outside.
Joseph did not try to reason with her or hesitate - he immediately separated from this attempt from an evil influence.\
That is a point I stated in an earlier lesson – when the Bel knows they are faced with real evil and the urgency is evident – remove yourself quickly. 
Gen 39:13 When she saw that he had left his garment in her hand and had fled outside, 14 she called to the men of her household and said to them, “See, he has brought in a Hebrew to us to make sport of us; he came in to me to lie with me, and I screamed.

Gen 39:15 “When he heard that I raised my voice and screamed, he left his garment beside me and fled and went outside.”
Gen 39:16 So she left his garment beside her until his master came home.
That is called the set up – when arrogance and pride do not get their needs met, expect the set up and lies to come next. 
/The unprepared Bel who allows themselves inside temptation and environments ripe with evil will be a victim of satanic agendas and cosmic viewpoint. God wants us to be prepared soldiers and educated ambassadors for HIS plan so that we can separate spiritually & mentally from the cosmic system while still physically standing in it as HIS witness.\
This is what Bels need to learn about being in the world – but not of the world.

We do not fall in love with the things of this world – we keep our focus on TLJC.
Most Bels are not ready to handle a Joseph or Daniel situation and that is ok – at least acknowledge you need more growth, more time in the word.
Don’t think more highly of yourself then you ought to as scripture teaches us.

Be careful of environments that are opposed to the word of God.
/1Jhn 2:15 Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
Rom 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.\

Now in the life of Joseph he faced prison time for this wicked lie that Potiphar’s wife told about him.
Joseph was trapped in a prison situation that was uncomfortable and challenging and he had his moments of doubt but in the end – he was raised up and out of that environment. Joseph never gave in to cosmic viewpoint and defeat.

If you jump ahead to chapter 41 look what happened in the end because Joseph kept his relationship with God intact, and at the highest priority.
/Gen 41:38 Then Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find a man like this, in whom is a divine spirit?” 39 So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has informed you of all this, there is no one so discerning and wise as you are.\
Gen 41:40 “You shall be over my house, and according to your command all my people shall do homage; only in the throne I will be greater than you.”
In the end Joseph is raised up to the equivalent of the Secretary of State.

Gen 41:41 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I have set you over all the land of Egypt.”
Gen 41:42 Then Pharaoh took off his signet ring from his hand and put it on Joseph’s hand, and clothed him in garments of fine linen and put the gold necklace around his neck.
Joseph would go on to rescue his own family from dying during a famine which by the way would have fully destroyed the original twelve tribes of Israel. 
Turn to Daniel chapter one with me RF.

/Joseph displayed both physical and mental separation at different points in his Egyptian captivity. The key was that Joseph had a rich background in BD and a genuine love for the Lord. This was the sustaining power that got him through the difficult portions of his life in Egypt.\

This is an excellent study on what one positive Bel can do to save a whole nation and also what one positive Bel can overcome and be a victor in the end.
Somewhere along the line Joseph had the spiritual tenacity to stand firm in his faith and that was never shaken. Because of Joseph, Bels were saved, really the whole nation of Israel as we have come to know it was sustained because of his positive attitude toward God.

Now in the case of Daniel we know the Jews fell under Babylonian captivity and that is where Daniel and his friends applied BD during captivity and used elements of separation to keep themselves away from evil.

Once taken captive in the ancient world the younger captives who were intelligent and strong were immediately re-trained or programmed to work for the government or military that took them captive. This was common practice and it was foolish to fight against it because it would mean not only death to you, but possibly other family members. 

Pick it up in verse 5;
Dan 1:5 The king appointed for them a daily ration from the king’s choice food and from the wine which he drank, and appointed that they should be educated three years, at the end of which they were to enter the king’s personal service.
Dan 1:6 Now among them from the sons of Judah were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.
Dan 1:7 Then the commander of the officials assigned new names to them; and to Daniel he assigned the name Belteshazzar, to Hananiah Shadrach, to Mishael Meshach and to Azariah Abed-nego.

Not only did you get programmed to be loyal to a new nation – you were given new names that fit the nationality of your captors. 
This is an extreme circumstance that not many will never face…but a great lesson.
Keep in mind Daniel and his friends were like a couple of young college kids not much older than 18 or 20 years old. 

/Dan 1:8 But Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile himself with the king’s choice food or with the wine which he drank; so he sought permission from the commander of the officials that he might not defile himself.\
Daniel was bold but also understood protocol and the chain of command. 
This reflects a level of maturity that does not seek to lash out in emotion but rests on the timing and power of God.

Daniel and his friends went on to prove that they would remain healthy and willing to follow protocol as long as they did not have to submit to a pagan diet or foods and drinks offered up to foreign gods. 
As you jump down a few verses you will see they were healthier than even the king’s men and those who ate the assigned meats and drinks - that by all accounts were thought to be healthy by the majority of the king’s experts.
God was at work in their lives and these young Bels were able to handle this separation and do so while still keeping their cool and following the chain of command they were now under.
/Dan 1:16 So the overseer continued to withhold their choice food and the wine they were to drink, and kept giving them vegetables. 17 As for these four youths, God gave them knowledge and intelligence in every branch of literature and wisdom; Daniel even understood all kinds of visions and dreams.\

God abundantly blesses us and when we are willing to have that deeper relationship with the Lord we are gaining access to escrow blessings in time that set us apart from the average Bels. 
These young men would now find some favor with King Nebuchadnezzar and their new assignments were in the government realm. 
Daniel would go on to become higher in status, a lot like Joseph in the Egyptian kingdom. His gift to interpret dreams and have prophetic visions was very unique.
There are so many great principles wrapped up in Daniel but my main focus is upon separation. 
Therefore, I want to just touch on chapter three before we move out of this doctrine. 
Look at Daniel 3:12;

In Dan 3:8  it tells us - For this reason at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and brought charges against the Jews.
Chaldeans were a mixed bloodline from the Assyrian race and loyal to the Babylonian empire. 
Remember the Babylonians had conquered the Assyrians. 
But what we have is similar to Joseph’s situation we have troublemakers stirring up the pot for God’s people.
The Jews are always under attack or persecution, many times because of their own arrogance, and other times because they were God’s created race. 
King Nebuchadnezzar had built a huge statue and it represented their gods and the one god they often elevated above others was under the Baal cult and it was called Marduk. 
The king ordained a time of worship when certain instruments played. 
Now we have 3 Jews rejecting the time of worship.
/Dan 3:12 “There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the administration of the province of Babylon, namely Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego. These men, O king, have disregarded you; they do not serve your gods or worship the golden image which you have set up.”\

This has extended into physical separation now and it is important because when you make a bold statement to physically separate from something, it does not go unnoticed by others or the Kingdom of darkness. 
Dan 3:13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in rage and anger gave orders to bring Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego; then these men were brought before the king.
Dan 3:14 Nebuchadnezzar responded and said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the golden image that I have set up?
Keep in mind the law of the land was if you didn’t bow down during the allotted time – you were to be burned alive in the incinerator. The Babylonian Empire was known for their cruelty and devious practices. 
Dan 3:15 “Now if you are ready, at the moment you hear the sound of the horn, flute, lyre, trigon, psaltery and bagpipe and all kinds of music, to fall down and worship the image that I have made, very well. But if you do not worship, you will immediately be cast into the midst of a furnace of blazing fire; and what god is there who can deliver you out of my hands?”

The Bel needs to be prepared for the assault and lies that will certainly come against them while they stand strong in God’s word and uses techniques like separation and faith rest. 
/Dan 3:16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to give you an answer concerning this matter. 17 “If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king.\
Their faith is so strong and they know there is no question who they bow down too.
There are the rare times a Bel stands against authority and it will never be easy for the immature Bel to know when because this type of courageous stance is only reserved for those who stand strong inside the plan of God, those with spiritual discernment.  
                       REPEAT
/Dan 3:18 “But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.”
That is the bold stance and separation Bels need to fully embrace when confronted with evil.\

The king is so enraged that he increases the heat of the fire and even his own soldiers perish while throwing the 3 Bels into the furnace. 
Jump down to verse 24;
/Dan 3:24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astounded and stood up in haste; he said to his high officials, “Was it not three men we cast bound into the midst of the fire?” They replied to the king, “Certainly, O king.” 25 He said, “Look! I see four men loosed and walking about in the midst of the fire without harm, and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods (bar' elahh) !”\
You see the Aramaic term, BARE – AL-HA son of god or a child of god, a divine being. Portions of the original context of the book of Daniel are written in the Aramaic which was the preference of the Babylonian culture at that historic time. 
Many of you know this historic tale and the three men emerge with no burns on their flesh and even their clothing intact. 
It is common knowledge that TLJC was in the fire with the three men.

This was a great moment of evangelism by action and faith rather than words.

/Dan 3:28 Nebuchadnezzar responded and said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, who has sent His angel and delivered His servants who put their trust in Him, violating the king’s command, and yielded up their bodies so as not to serve or worship any god except their own God.\
I’ll close this series out with some quick principles to cap this all off for you folks.

When you remove yourself from the party crowd and those who you know drag you down – expect the strife, lies and attacks to follow soon afterward.
/1Pet 4:3 For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousing, drinking parties and abominable idolatries. 4  In all this, they are surprised that you do not run with them into the same excesses of dissipation, and they malign you; 5 but they will give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.\

This is difficult when you separate from those who have no respect for the word of God…but it needs to be something every Bel evaluates at some point in their walk.

/Bels never separate from Unbels – just because they are Unbels. We are called to be evangelists in our circle of family and friends. You separate from the Unbel for two reasons – one is that you have given them gospel and they continually reject it. Secondly, is they are dragging you into a situation that is evil. Both cases of separation are done with compassion and a heart for reconciliation in the future.\

