James #128
Do not boast in righteousness, because only the righteousness of Christ matters.

We can open back up in Romans chapter two where we left off.
The lesson is being taught to Believers in Rome yet there is a strong emphasis to wake up Unbels and those who are following religious rituals for righteousness.
There may well have been false brethren infiltrating the congregations that were developing in Rome.
Chapter one and two, flow together in this lesson of justice and righteousness which are key topics. Not just for Believers, also for those who may be Unbels and false brethren who were common among the early congregations.

This is why the Apostle Paul begins chapter two with strong warnings about judging others, while you have an issue with unrighteousness, or maybe a sin that so easily entangles you.
Remember everyone who is an Unbel is unrighteous because pure, divine righteousness, is only imputed to those who cling to TLJC for salvation.

The key component of this lesson is aligning with James chapter one verse 25. Which is telling the Bels at Jerusalem that they must submit themselves to the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
HE is the fulfilled perfect law of peace and freedom – we have no contentment and blessing outside of HIS power in our life.
No commands, rituals or laws give us this divine freedom and power, it is only found by submitting our life over to Christ, HIS power and HIS word.
                          REPEAT
/Mat 9:13 “Now go and learn what this means: ‘I DESIRE COMPASSION, RATHER THAN SACRIFICE,’ for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

Hos 6:6 For I desire loyalty rather than sacrifice, And the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.
(1Sam 15:22, Prov 21:3, Ecc 5:1, Jer 7:22, Isa 1:11…etc.) \
Matthew 9:13 are the words of our LORD.
Teaching those in the religious crowd to go an learn what the commands and Law should be leading us into. 
Now in Romans chapter two we left off on a hard lesson for Jewish people who lived by the LAW as a form of their righteousness and salvation.  
/Rom 2:14 For when Gentiles who do not have the Law instinctively perform the requirements of the Law, these, though not having the Law, are a law to themselves,

Gentiles who were not under authority of the LAW and did not understand the Mosaic Law have the ability to walk in certain aspects of the LAW. In other words, righteousness is not based on performance of good deeds – it is CHRIST dependent! \ 
Anyone can have a good day and operate under good works, not lying or cheating and upholding certain moral values, that has no divine righteousness within it. 

/Gentiles without the Mosaic law can accomplish the same righteousness as the Jews with the Law. So, the law or obedience to commands, is not an issue. It is only an issue to arrogant self-righteousness, it is an outward display, yet GOD looks at the heart. Quitting bad habits or upholding a strict moral standard is useless without CHRIST.\ 
Unbels cannot be spiritual because they are minus a union with Christ.
Unbels can uphold moral standards and quit bad habits, they can follow certain religious protocols, yet they can never be spiritual. 
Therefore, anything an Unbeliever can do, has no spiritual value.
                            REPEAT
The Apostle Paul is stating that if righteousness is based upon following a law or command, then Gentiles are just as righteous as any Jew, even a high -ranking member of the Sanhedrin. 
/There are ancient teachings, especially involving the early formation of the Babylonian Talmud, that Jews and Gentiles are completely different. That they will be judged separately with the bloodline Jew always being favored over every other race. God never ordained this, in fact within OT teachings, Gentiles were always called into the family.\ 

From the early oral formation of the Talmud coming out of Babylonian captivity, the superiority of Israelites was emphasized a great deal. 
This is where the term Goyim found its roots – meaning anyone who is not a bloodline Jew is cattle to be used and kept separate from the superior race. 

This was a part of a larger ploy over the course of hundreds of years designed to keep counterfeit members of Israel separate and superior to all other cultures.
This is a false set of teachings developed over hundreds of years and is a core doctrine in the synagogue of Satan.
/Gen 12:3 “I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”

There was no Israelites when Abram was converted and given the initial blessings. It was GOD proclaiming ALL people can come to ME through what I am about to do for you Abram.\ 
ALL PEOPLES of the earth can be blessed.
There are many scriptures that not only point forward into the 2nd Advent but were also pertinent during the age of Israel; 
/Isa 42:6 “I am the LORD, I have called You in righteousness, I will also hold You by the hand and watch over You, And I will appoint You as a covenant to the people, As a light to the nations,

Psa 87:4 “I shall mention Rahab and Babylon among those who know Me; Behold, Philistia and Tyre with Cush: ‘This one was born there.’”
(Jer 16:9, Jonah 1:2, 1Ki 8:41-43, Jer 3:17, Exo 12:48-49…etc.) \
Israel was called into missionary action as the first client nation unto GOD.
They became the shadow or typology of becoming a chosen one in the family of GOD. A group of people set apart by GOD.
The misconception that only Isreal is chosen, is too often taught in the wrong fashion and with wrong doctrinal principles.
They were given a set of covenants just as every dispensation has promises and covenants from GOD – this began in the Garden with the warnings and covenants given to the original man and woman. 
                     REPEAT
/Israel is special in that they were used as a typology and shadow of a chosen family of GOD – which is seen in every person who comes to faith alone in Christ alone. Israel, is the first client nation unto God the laws and commands as well as a priesthood was established and seen within teaching tools of that dispensation.   \ 
Israel is supernaturally created by GOD just as all Believers who come into the family of GOD are born into a new life – a resurrected and set apart life.
Israel’s laws, commands and holy days were displayed to show us the need for our savior and teaching us the divine righteousness and justice of God.
Yet only TLJC could fulfill it all.
It all always pointed to HIM!

The deeper lesson is seen here in Romans 2;
Rom 2:15 in that they show the work of the Law written in their hearts, their conscience testifying and their thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them,
/Everyone has a conscience that dictates right or wrong, yet mankind is woefully inadequate to reach the bar of true righteousness and justice, in relation to the divine integrity of God. We all regulate ourself on what we deem fit for good, bad or being righteous and fulfilling justice. GOD is the true and final authority on Divine Justice and pure righteousness. Christ was given as our only and pure standard, nothing humanity can produce or even fathom matches HIM. \ 
The Apostle Paul is addressing self-righteousness in this chapter.
Whether it is the self-righteous arrogance of the Unbel, or the self-righteousness of the religious Believer. 
He is using the debater’s technique I spoke of last message. Which means Paul is displaying an argument with an invisible opponent, for the sake of teaching a principle.   

/Rom 2:15 - alternately accusing (symmartyreō) or else defending them

Our conscience is our witness that we balance everything out in our own version of right or wrong. Present tense, we continually walk by our own legal standards. Self-righteousness is the culprit!\ 
SOO-MOT-OR-RAY-O, means a legal testimony or a witness to pledge the truth or judge and evaluate evidence. 

The Apostle Paul is again pointing out a contrast on how humanity uses their own justice and standards to balance out and compare what is right or wrong.
/Rom 2:16 on the day when, according to my gospel, God will judge the secrets of mankind through Christ Jesus.

The DAY that GOD judges the secrets will be revealed at the Great White Throne Judgment. The day Christ evaluates Bels will be at the Bema Seat Judgment (after the Rapture).\ 
According to my gospel – is the equivalent of the Apostle Paul saying the truth of scripture and eschatology according to what I KNOW TO BE true!
He states this because at that point there was already strong waves of false doctrines and counterfeit teachers creeping up on the landscape. 

/Rom 2:16 -  God will judge the secrets (kryptos) of mankind –

This means that which has been hidden and not fully understood will be revealed. Rev 20:12-15 – the legal books are opened, all deeds of the Unbels and even the truth of demonic activity will be revealed. (Great White Throne)\  
CROOP-TOSS, means that which has been hidden. 
All sins were dealt with on the cross, what the Unbels will stand on in the end, is what they believe is righteousness and good works.
Rom 2;17 But if you call yourself a Jew and rely upon the Law and boast in God,
IF is written in a Greek first class condition, which tells us the Apostle Paul is speaking to both Jews and Gentiles.

IF you are a JEW, and it is true… you are relying upon the LAW for righteousness. 

There was a common thread among many of the early Jewish converts, it was always that they relied upon their blood-ties to Abraham and their connection to the Mosaic law that placed them above others.
                         REPEAT
Rom 2:18 and know His will and distinguish the things that matter, being instructed from the Law,
Because as a self-proclaimed relative of Abraham and follower of the Torah, you above all others (Jews), should have a full understanding of the commands and plan of GOD.
/Rom 2:19 and are confident that you yourself are a guide to people who are blind, a light to those in darkness,

The mission of any client nation unto GOD starting with Israel, was to represent the one true GOD and evangelize to the world.\ 
Self-righteousness can never accurately evangelize. It only brings attention to self and human effort, not the truth of the person and work of Jesus Christ.

Rom 2:20 a corrector of the foolish, a teacher of the immature, possessing in the Law the embodiment of knowledge and of the truth—
/ The Jewish Unbeliever is under the illusion of righteousness by birth right and keeping the Mosaic law. The self-righteous Jew or Gentile who never fully surrenders to Christ as savior, yet claims to understand the will of God by religious rituals, or secular wisdom is walking in blind arrogance. Self-righteousness assumes to be doing the will of God. Legalism assumes that human righteousness is equivalent to divine righteousness.\
There is no righteousness in your life if you are minus a union with TLJC!

The Apostle Paul was addressing both parties (Jew & Gentile) who may have been active in the congregations developing in Rome at this time.
Tares among the wheat, has always been an issue inside the plan of GOD and within the people of God.
It will increase over time not decrease, in fact in the end times, it will be a major factor in the one world religion. 
This is why today in 2026 - we see so much division and controversy in denominational dogma and spiritual movements. 

Rom 2:21 you, therefore, who teach someone else, do you not teach yourself? You who preach that one is not to steal, do you steal?
By the way, the Sanhedrin became one the most corrupt organization in the ancient world. 
Rom 2:22 You who say that one is not to commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who loathe idols, do you rob temples?
/ God’s righteousness is eternal, infinite, perfect, incorruptible, and one half of His integrity (the other is divine justice). God’s justice condemns what falls short of God’s righteousness. God justice system operates and answers to HIS perfect righteousness. The self-righteous person clings to his own righteousness which is a delusion and a false confidence to judge others.\
GOD rejects works of the flesh and any form of self-righteousness, is an insult to the justice system of GOD. It is blasphemy against the work of Jesus Christ.
ALL OF us fall short of the glory of God.

/Isa 64:6 For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our wrongdoings, like the wind, take us away.\
Rom 2:23 You who boast in the Law, through your breaking the Law, do you dishonor God?
Rom 2:24 For “THE NAME OF GOD IS BLASPHEMED AMONG THE GENTILES     BECAUSE OF YOU,” just as it is written.
The Apostle Paul reminds the Jews that God said in the Old Testament that the failure of Israel to obey the truth of the law causes Gentiles to blaspheme God.

They put forth the rituals and yet lived opposed to the truth of God’s teachings.
Their consistent failures in lifestyle evangelized for Satan not for GOD.
Rom 2:25 For indeed circumcision is of value if you practice the Law; but if you are a violator of the Law, your circumcision has turned into uncircumcision.
Rom 2:26 So if the uncircumcised man keeps the requirements of the Law, will his uncircumcision not be regarded as circumcision?
Rom 2:27 And he who is physically uncircumcised, if he keeps the Law, will he not judge you who though having the letter of the Law and circumcision are a violator of the Law?

Rom 2:28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh.
Rom 2:29 But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from people, but from God.




