Mat 204
The boldness of the humanity of Christ should never be overlooked

I use that title because we are not called to be deity here on earth we are called to reflect the humanity of Christ right now in time.

Mat 15:11 “It is not what enters into the mouth that defiles the man, but what proceeds out of the mouth, this defiles the man.”
Mat 15:12 Then the disciples came and said to Him, “Do You know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this statement?”

/Mat 15:13 But He answered and said, “Every plant which My heavenly Father did not plant shall be uprooted.\
Mat 15:14 “Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into a pit.”
There is some humor and a principle wrapped up in verse 12: 
“Jesus – did you know that you offended those men?” Jesus knew exactly what He was doing, He intended to offend them and this will sometimes get my back up slightly as I teach these principles.  
Because how TLJC is portrayed by many pulpits and the Hollywood liars is not accurate.
He is almost always portrayed as a wimp or a man who laid down like a doormat everywhere HE went and allowed people to step all over HIM. 
TLJC was overflowing with compassion and love, grace & mercy yet that is not a formula for weakness but in the spiritual context it is strength. 
/Spiritual strength & boldness comes from knowing BD and realizing who may be an enemy and who may be your friend. Being spiritually awake and discerning your environment is not a recipe for weakness, but a call to the courageous who are prepared with grace and compassion in one hand and truth and endurance in the other.\ 

This is because you have grown up inside the plan of God and your spiritual discernment is accurate not because you are judgmental. 

This does not mean you immediately reject the person who you realize is against you, but by the same token you have a keen awareness of just who to trust and how to apply BD to any given situation…that is spiritual strength. 
/Jhn 2:24 But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to them, for He knew all men, 25 and because He did not need anyone to testify concerning man, for He Himself knew what was in man.\

TLJC was highly aware of His surroundings and just how to deal with tense circumstances and angry people.

Just like He knew how to deal with a liar or traitor. 
Turn to Mark chapter two let’s look at something that is similar to Mat 15:11-12.
While you go there, let me put the mind of Christ on the board which coincides with this teaching in Matt 15 and explains the way TLJC had to deal with mankind.
/1Sa 16:7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”
Jer 17:9 “The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick;
Who can understand it?\
This speaks to why TLJC had trouble trusting in mankind and how often times HE was bold and stood against the leadership of the day.

As much as HIS followers loved HIM and the majority did! TLJC knew, when the you know what hit the fan – HE was on His own to face the powerful Roman leadership along with the Sanhedrin.

Remember the humanity of Christ was a genius of scripture because it was HIS mind. Nothing in mankind was new to Jesus just like the prophecies about Him were clear in His human mind.

In Mark chapter two TLJC returns to home base which was probably Peter’s house in the early portion of His ministry.

It is there He seeks some down time but pretty soon the house fills up with followers and TLJC teaches some BD even though He probably needed rest in His humanity. 
Teaching the word accurately and habitually is a difficult human calling that requires endurance - mentally and physically. 
As He is teaching a handicap man is lowered down into the room from the rooftop because the crowd had gotten so big they couldn’t get this guy in any other way.

And between the handicapped man in the gurney and his friends TLJC noticed they had great faith and effort to seek HIM and so in verse 5 we see what happens;
Mar 2:5 And Jesus seeing their faith said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”
/Mar 2:6 But some of the scribes were sitting there and reasoning in their hearts,
Jesus didn’t discriminate who followed Him and sat under His teaching. It did not dictate His message which was often contradictory to Jewish rituals and the Sanhedrin doctrines.\
Only because HE was teaching the true principles, minus man-made aspect of doctrines from the OT. 
     REPEAT

In other words, Jesus taught the OT prophets and commands the right way!
Mar 2:7 “Why does this man speak that way? He is blaspheming; who can forgive sins but God alone?”
You only think its blasphemy if you think this is just a prophet and not GOD!
This appears to be what the Scribes were thinking.
/Mar 2:8 Immediately Jesus, aware in His spirit that they were reasoning that way within themselves, said to them, “Why are you reasoning about these things in your hearts?
Jesus didn’t need to call them out of the crowd and yet He does. Just like Jesus didn’t need to heal in front of Jewish leaders yet He did it continually.\ 
Mar 2:9 “Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven’; or to say, ‘Get up, and pick up your pallet and walk’?
This has a hint of divine sarcasm laced in it!
Mar 2:10 “But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—He said to the paralytic,
Mar 2:11 “I say to you, get up, pick up your pallet and go home.”
Think about something - when TLJC knew there were Scribes & Pharisees in the crowd He could easily tell His followers to bring those who need to be healed back later or hold off until the legalistic leaders left.
Go over to the gospel of John chapter 5.
The courage and boldness with how TLJC handled the majority of His teachings in public and healings was truly astonishing. 
That is why it was only a few short years and He was deemed an enemy of the state by Jewish & Roman leadership. 
/Mar 2:12 And he got up and immediately picked up the pallet and went out in the sight of everyone, so that they were all amazed and were glorifying God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this.”\
This episode in Mark chapter two was common.
The handful of times that Jesus had to duck out of a public arena to save Himself are far less then His public displays of boldness.
In fact, TLJC had to be aware because in His humanity as part of God’s plan, Jesus was able to be killed and He needed to make it to that Cross as the most intricate part of the plan of God. 
              REPEAT

Look at John 5 and pick it up in verse 18.

/Jhn 5:18 For this reason therefore the Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, because He not only was breaking the Sabbath, but also was calling God His own Father, making Himself equal with God.\

Jump down a few verses and look at the boldness in front of angry Jewish leaders and crowds that were turning against Him. 
Jhn 5:21 “For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom He wishes.
Jhn 5:22 “For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son,
Jesus is boldly stating out loud that I am deity – I am the final judgement and everything I teach you is accurate and the only way to eternity is through ME.
Jhn 5:23 so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.
Jhn 5:24 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.
Again, jump down a few verses and let us look at the depth of all TLJC is proclaiming in front of people who have authority to condemn Him in the physical sense of HIS humanity. 
/Jhn 5:37 “And the Father who sent Me, He has testified of Me. You have neither heard His voice at any time nor seen His form.
I am directly from GOD because I am God.\
Jhn 5:38 “You do not have His word abiding in you, for you do not believe Him whom He sent.
Keep in mind, many hearing this, are educated scholars and Jesus is telling them you know nothing about the word of God!
TLJC emphasizes the witness of the scripture, the importance of HIS word.
/Jhn 5:39 “You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me;\
The whole Bible - He is telling them, all the words you memorize and all OT scripture was pointing to ME is what Jesus tells them. 
Jhn 5:40 and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life.
/Jhn 5:41 “I do not receive glory from men; 42 but I know you, that you do not have the love of God in yourselves.\

There is nothing in man made systems and human merit or human I.Q. that TLJC has respect for.
/Jhn 5:43 “I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, you will receive him.\
Again, we get a sense of divine sarcasm.
Jhn 5:44 “How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and you do not seek the glory that is from the one and only God?
TLJC clearly means salvation only comes in HIM – the ONE true God of the universe.
Jhn 5:45 “Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father; the one who accuses you is Moses, in whom you have set your hope.
Jesus is now just putting that mirror of OT scripture that they claim to be experts in right in their face. 
It is always the word of God that calls us out on our sins and failures.
/Jhn 5:46 “For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote about Me. 47 “But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?”\
Moses had direct contact with the God of Israel, all his writings were about the one true of God of the universe.

TLJC telling the Scribes & Pharisees this was like a student telling the teacher how to teach a class they have been teaching for 20 years. We know TLJC is the original divine teacher.
But my analogy is, it is that strong of a statement, exactly how these legalistic Jews viewed Jesus, like some brass young teacher with hardly any experience or knowledge. 
When He spoke like this to them in front of the crowds this has to be like a slap in their face and yet TLJC did it openly and repeatedly throughout His ministry. 

This speaks to the strength and boldness of the humanity of Christ.
What are some of the things taught to Moses?
/Deu 18:15“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your countrymen, you shall listen to him.
Speaking of the humanity of Christ.\
TLJC came from the common Jews and like Moses He would be a leader who would mediate between God and man and many would buck against His authority as they did to Moses in the wilderness. 
Many of the Exodus generation bucked Moses authority and rejected BD. 
Moses would lead them to a promised land and so too is the humanity of Jesus Christ a leader, guiding mankind into the heavens. 

/Num 21:8 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a standard; and it shall come about, that everyone who is bitten, when he looks (ra'ah) at it, he will live.”
To perceive or inspect with intent, give attention and to learn about, observe with intention.\
Not simply look - but it is the Hebrew Qal stem (RAW-AH) meaning intention or serious observation. 
These kinds of scriptures were exactly what TLJC was saying to the arrogant Jews in John chapter 5.

We note the strength of TLJC in these public settings and then we can note when HE steps back and gives them over to their own desires.

/Mat 15:13 But He answered and said, “Every plant which My heavenly Father did not plant shall be uprooted. 14 “Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into a pit.”\

This is a tough statement but TLJC would be available to heal and preach day in and day out for 3 years and yet many still rejected HIM.
There comes a time when we all step back after being rejected or attacked and that time is determined between you & God.

This doesn’t mean we completely forget that person who rejected the truth because if they ever come back and seek forgiveness and are ready to listen we should be available. TLJC never rejected anybody who came to HIM with an open heart.
But He did stand strong in the truth and as we see here in Matthew 15:13-14, He will step back from seeking you when you reject HIM repeatedly. 

[bookmark: _Hlk47544770]/Mat 15:13 Every plant which My heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted: 
This applied directly to the religious leaders and all who rejected HIS words after consistent preaching and healing. The rituals and religion of men will not last, because they are not rooted in divine truth.\

What man attempts on his own always falls apart and brings misery in the end.
It doesn’t matter what level of success or temporal happiness it gives in the early stages eventually it falls flat and the end result is never lasting victory without God. 
      REPEAT

/ “There was no need for the disciples to combat the Pharisees, they would be uprooted in the natural order of things by the inevitable consequences of their own course.” Mat 15:13 –
Charles Spurgeon \


This principle should make us all examine ourselves to see if we imitate the Pharisees in making tradition into commandments. 
Especially the pastor-teachers.
No matter how well intentioned it is, all BELS need to be on the alert for legalism.

This is why the Apostles wrote scriptures such as these;
/2Cor 13:5 Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you—unless indeed you fail the test?
1Jhn 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.\
 Without spiritual growth the Bel is easily fooled and can be led down a path of legalism and works programs that amount to ashes at the Bema Seat Judgement of Christ.

/Rev 2:2 ‘I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false;
Understanding the grace of God will help the Bel determine what they should or should not accept into their soul.\ 

In Mat 15:14 The Lord states confidently and unequivocally - Let them alone: Jesus did not organize an “Anti-Scribe and Pharisee” committee or protest, nor did HE get aggressive with them. 
He knew that their efforts would fail under the weight of its own legalism and HE knew He had gone far enough with them at this juncture.

/Hos 4:17 Ephraim (Northern Israel) is joined to idols; Let him alone.
Jer 8:12 “Were they ashamed because of the abomination they had done?
They certainly were not ashamed,
And they did not know how to blush;
Therefore they shall fall among those who fall; At the time of their punishment they shall be brought down,” Says the LORD.\
Whether we see the Unbel who refuses the gospel of Christ or the negative Bels who refuses to turn back to God, God does step back at certain points and allow our own decisions to catch up with us.
Free will is woven into the fabric of the Bible and it should never be ignored or trifled with like a game we play with God.

/Mat 15:14 - They are blind leaders of the blind…both will fall into a ditch: 
Jesus probably had a hint of sadness in this statement. HIS desire is that none will perish or even the negative Bel to face misery, but free will is the reality in the creation of God’s creatures (angels & humans).\
God will not go back on HIS promises and contracts, and this was set in stone in eternity past.
Pro 26:27 tells us- He who digs a pit will fall into it, and he who rolls a stone, it will come back on him.

Meaning the cause and effect principle has a divine standard inside God’s plan as well as the natural aspect of that principle that happens in the cosmic sense of that phrase. 

The blind leading the blind is a sad statement that I am sure TLJC took no pleasure in saying or teaching His followers about that principle. 


 The Scribes & Pharisees interpreted the OT scrolls in the synagogues, this does not mean that they really understood them…The Pharisees did not follow Jesus; so they did not fully understand and follow the scriptures.

/In the words of Jesus, we see the fault of who the blind leaders of the blind were. We also have to take note of the responsibility of the followers to make sure their leaders are not blind. Both fall into the ditch, the teachers first and the students second.\


