2Thess #66
Human predictions and human conclusions lead to human confusion.

Open in 2Thessalonians chapter 2 once again today.
Our brother in Christ, Rob has been working behind the scenes to update prbministry.org with a 3rd page on the website.

It will hold all kinds of links for your personal studies so please go check it out when you have time.

We will be looking at a set of prophetic scriptures that cause great debate and have done so for hundreds of years.

This will take at least two lessons and some historical groundwork to fully digest. 
Now in this section of 2Thessalonians we know the Apostle Paul is clarifying the events leading up to the 2nd advent of Christ.
2Thes 2:3 No one is to deceive you in any way! For it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,
2Th 2:4 who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.
This highlights the Abomination of Desolation at the midway point.
2Th 2:5 Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you these things?
2Th 2:6 And you know what restrains him now, so that he will be revealed in his time.

God the HS is the restraining ministry right now in the CA dispensation. 
2Th 2:7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is removed.
/The mystery of lawlessness speaks to a system of deception, manipulation, lies and counterfeits that began in the original garden. It increased over time. When it was halted or hindered, by God’s divine intervention at different historic points, Satan and his minions regrouped for a new angle of assault. God allows this until the final time divine restraint is removed at the end of the CA Dispensation – Rapture.\ 
This will be the completion of a beast system and mystery Babylon will resurface from its dark corners of hiding within plain sight around the world. 
Mystery Babylon is not only a religious system. It is a satanic ideology and a set of rituals designed to maximize sources of evil power, for not only the fallen angels to be dominant upon the earth again. 

But for human agents and seeds of Satan to step into a realm of demonic power or authority for a period of time.
                      REPEAT
This is why the build up into the Tribulation period has so much wickedness unfolding in the arenas of sexual perversions, corruption, criminality, broken systems of justice and callousness, appearing across the landscape more and more as the years roll by.
The anti-establishment and anti-God sentiment increases in this type of environment.

/2Th 2:8 Then that lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will eliminate with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming;\
In verse 7 the Apostle Paul clearly states the mystery of lawlessness has already been at work…now in verse 8 it becomes revealed for those who have blinders on.
The reign of the antichrist will become a time that everyone will have to wake up to the evil that the world is embracing.

The 2nd Advent of Christ is when TLJC returns as the warrior king and lays waste to all the demonic armies gathered in the valley of Megiddo. 

2Th 2:9 that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and false signs and wonders,
2Th 2:10 and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not accept the love of the truth so as to be saved.

Turn backward into the OT – the prophet Isaiah chapter 66.
The truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ is the only avenue into true, impersonal and unconditional, virtue love – faith alone in Christ alone is the only source of salvation and that is the pathway to Godly love.

/God’s perfect timing which is all calculated into the Divine Decree from eternity past. Has allowances and periods of time that the wickedness of Satan and his army have victories or even seasons of extreme authority on earth. Ultimately God is the final authority, yet during the angelic conflict there is a specific freedom given to Satan and his army that we do not fully register right now in time.\ 

Now as you go into Isaiah chapter sixty- six – keep in mind this is during a time when Israel was coming under attack against the Assyrian empire long before the Babylonian captivity.
Isaiah began his ministry around 740 BC. The nation of Israel had already gone astray for a period of time.
As we look at this today its important to have an open mind about future prophecy. Because many Christians believe that they have been able to time the Rapture and the 7 years of Tribulation with a handful of OT scriptures and in Isaiah there is a very popular one.

I’m not saying it is not important and that it doesn’t have greater layers to it – I am telling you, not every theologian and Biblical scholar holds to the same beliefs.
                              REPEAT
I myself have researched and dug deeper into this the past 5 years. 
And I have found that certain scriptures pointing out a possible definitive timeline to end time events, may not be what I thought it was many years ago.
Obviously for several reason - one is the time and Geo-political leaders came and went with no rapture or tribulation to be seen. Second, is that deeper studies over the years helps to open up greater insight into these scriptures and events.  

What you hear today may throw some cold water on your heated belief of certain times and events. Remain open minded and really look at these scriptures today.
/Isaiah prophesized a great deal about future events of not only Assyrian occupation of the land, but looking ahead to Babylonian and deeper into the 2nd Advent of Christ as well. In fact, most scholars believe starting in chapter 61 right into 66 is all a strong indication of the 2nd Advent and Millennial reign of Christ on earth.\  
These 4 or 5 chapters flow one right into the next very smoothly.

Within Isaiah chapter 62 there is a highlight of the regathering of the nation of Israel in the future that is pretty apparent. 
Isaiah proclaims a marriage or a covenant fulfilled and Israel is re-established under GOD.
/Isa 62:11 Behold, the LORD has proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to the daughter of Zion, “Behold, your salvation is coming; Behold His reward is with Him, and His compensation before Him.” 12 And they will call them, “The holy people, The redeemed of the LORD”; And you will be called, “Sought Out, A City Not Abandoned.”\
Now there are some interesting analogies between several chapters in Isaiah and the judgments of the book of Revelation. 
Which also all highlight the Tribulation into the 2nd Advent of Christ.
/Within the prophetic teachings of Isaiah most scholars believe chapters 61 into the end of chapter 66 point us toward the 2nd Advent of Christ into the Millennial reign of Christ on earth;

Isa 65:24 “It will also come to pass that before they call, I will answer; while they are still speaking, I will listen. 25 “The wolf and the lamb will graze together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox; and dust will be the serpent’s food. They will do no evil or harm on all My holy mountain,” says the LORD.\
Dust will be the serpent’s food - harkens back into the victory proclaimed in the Garden (Gen 3:14-15).
Isa 66:1 This is what the LORD says: “Heaven is My throne and the earth is the footstool for My feet. Where then is a house you could build for Me? And where is a place that I may rest?

/The earth as the footstool speaks to the triumph of GOD. This is believed to be a grand overview of the whole prophetic teaching given to Isaiah. Certainly, an accumulation of chapters 61 into 66 – meaning the whole of the end times, 7 years of Tribulation, return of Christ (2nd Advent) into the 1,000 years of perfection with Christ and then a final judgment.\ 
Isa 66:2 “For My hand made all these things, So all these things came into being,” declares the LORD. “But I will look to this one, At one who is humble and contrite in spirit, and who  trembles at My word.

/One who is humble & contrite (ʿānî nāḵê) – pointing directly to adjusting to the justice of GOD. It means someone who has turned and accepted they have failed and they seek truth and reconciliation by God’s standard, not mankind’s. True belief upon Christ as the only Lord & savior. It is a warning for all people with a strong emphasis upon the nation of Israel. True Israelites need to turn to Christ as savior to enter into heaven.\ 
AHN-EE  NACH-AH, it is the most humble and respectful posture described in this Hebrew term. It points to the inner person and how they have turned in humility toward God.

It also meant to recognize your own weakness or disability and lean upon God for help.
All religious hypocrisy will be rebuked and cleansed off the earth by the end of the 7 years of Tribulation.
/Isa 66:3 “But the one who slaughters an ox is like one who kills a person; The one who sacrifices a lamb is like one who breaks a dog’s neck; One who offers a grain offering is like one who offers pig’s blood; One who burns incense is like one who blesses an idol. As they have chosen their own  ways, And their souls delight in their abominations,\
This is a warning of the highest order concerning false religion, man-made systems and rituals that many agents and seeds of Satan hide behind. 
Religion and rituals they hide behind, while they are involved in all sorts of evil in those dark and hidden chambers. 
What we just learned about from our recent study of Mystery Babylon.  

Isa 66:4 So I will choose their punishments And bring on them what they dread. Because I called, but no one answered; I spoke, but they did not listen. Instead, they did evil in My sight And chose that in which I did not delight.”

God knows the true heart of humanity – all the agents and seeds of Satan who fooled others will not fool GOD in the end.
/Isa 66:5 Hear the word of the LORD, you who tremble at His word: “Your brothers who hate you, who exclude you on account of My name, Have said, ‘Let the LORD be glorified, so that we may see your joy.’ But they will be put to shame.

The false brethren, false teachers and counterfeits are exposed by GOD in the end.\
The tares among the wheat will not stand in the white, hot light of truth.
/Isa 66:6 “A sound of uproar from the city, a voice from the temple, The voice of the LORD who is dealing retribution (gᵊmûl) to His enemies.

This speaks to God’s wrath, judgment or tribulation. Retribution, payback or recompense.\ 
GAH-MOOL, means to come to fruition to receive the reward or the punishment that is legally called for. 
Much of this final chapter is a larger overview of God dealing with the events of the end times.
Now here is where some Christians get a little touchy -
Isa 66:7 “Before she was in labor, she delivered; Before her pain came, she gave birth to a boy.
This references without any warning or pain a new birth occurs.
The focus is upon the nation of Israel and by all accounts it is pointing toward the end times and possibly the end of the 7 years of Tribulation. All these last few chapters of Isaiah are strongly suggesting the 2nd Advent and Millennial reign of Christ. 
                        REPEAT
/Isa 66:8 “Who has heard such a thing? Who has seen such things? Can a land be born in one day? Can a nation be given birth all at once? As soon as Zion was in labor, she also delivered her sons.

When the nation has reached its turning point and the final judgment of God on the discipline of Israel has come to an end – it will be re-born for the 1,000 years of Christ on earth.\
It will happen immediately at the beginning of the 1,000 years of peace on earth.
Isa 66:9 “Shall I bring to the point of birth but not give delivery?” says the LORD. “Or shall I who gives delivery shut the womb?” says your God.
The delivery of true Israel happens at the 2nd advent of Christ.
Now take a breath and take a step back.

There may be more to this than meets the eye.
I know many believe this is a prophecy for the birth of Israel almost overnight which already happened in 1948.
Yet we cannot neglect what Isaiah chapters 61 - 66 has shown us.
Or cherry pick one scripture and make it say something we want to hear.
Next lesson, we will peel this back a little further with more prophetic words that sometimes confuse people.
The next set of scripture instruct us to rejoice and have joy in Jerusalem’s future.
Isa 66:10 “Be joyful with Jerusalem and rejoice for her, all you who love her; Be exceedingly glad with her, all you who mourn over her,
/Isa 66:11 So that you may nurse and be satisfied with her comforting breasts, So that you may drink fully and be delighted with her bountiful breasts.”

The call is for all Bels to find peace and refuge with the re-born Israel. All promises and covenants are fulfilled in the 2nd Advent.\
This is pointing to an abundance of peace and prosperity – that only happens when King Jesus rules from Jerusalem. 

Isa 66:12 For this is what the LORD says: “Behold, I extend peace to her like a river, And the glory of the nations like an overflowing stream; And you will be nursed, you will be carried on the hip and rocked back and forth on the knees.
/Isa 66:13 “As one whom his mother comforts, so I will comfort you; And you will be comforted in Jerusalem.”

Jerusalem has had times of peace and prosperity, but it also has been riddled with attacks and pressure all around its borders.\

The next few verses do give interesting analogies and prophecy that we can look at next message.

