James #151
Love your enemies and do good to all people.

Open up today in Luke chapter six RF.
Our current study has us looking in the mirror concerning our own bias attitudes and recognizing how we treat others matters a great deal. How we spend the time, talent and treasure GOD blesses us with is also a key topic we have covered.

This all stems from our anchor study in James chapter two;
/Jam 2:6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you into court? 7 Do they not blaspheme the good name by which you have been called?\
There was pettiness, greed, prejudice and strife bubbling up in the church of Jerusalem and Pastor James was addressing these issues. 

One of the major themes we have looked at recently is how we handle our own wealth and also how we treat those less fortunate than ourselves.
As you open in Luke 6 we can note this was early in our Lord’s ministry and it was around the time Jesus had ordained all 12 Apostles. Dr. Luke gives us a similar lesson to what Matthew did concerning the Sermon on the Mount. 
Most scholars believe it was one in the same, if not a back-to-back message after the Sermon on the Mount. 
Either way, it was all connected to the same time period after choosing the original twelve. 

Now we see Jesus’ drive home an important lesson on how to handle adversity on different levels. Adversity concerning enemies, concerning handling charity and dealing with personal challenges or personality conflicts.  

/Luk 6:27 “But I say to you who hear, love (agapaō) your enemies, do good to those who hate you,

Jesus is not teaching that we have to embrace and become intimate with those who hate and attack us. He states that we handle this with impersonal, unconditional, virtue love.\ 
AGA-POT-O, is written in the present, active, imperative…meaning we keep walking in a lifestyle that is driven by HIS integrity and HIS virtue love.
The imperative mood is teaching us this is a serious statement, a command.
The active voice points back toward our own choices and our own walk. We are responsible. 
                           REPEAT
/This type of love is not built upon emotions because if it were, most of us would fail. This is a love that is Christ-dependent, it does not function in its highest capacity when the flesh is in control. To LOVE an enemy who hates you and has hurt you, takes divine virtue to operate. Otherwise, it is an empty, façade that will eventually bring a root of bitterness or frustration into our soul.\ 
This is the love that solves problems and conquers emotional barriers and weakness, it drives us toward SM.
This is a divine, virtue love, that our union with Christ brings into our lives, if we are willing to walk in HIM habitually. 

Luk 6:28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who are abusive to you.

Bels at higher levels of maturity are able to handle personality conflicts and attacks in this manner, they can step back from the emotional waves and apply impersonal, unconditional love.

/Luk 6:29 “Whoever hits you on the cheek, offer him the other also; and whoever takes away your cloak, do not withhold your tunic from him either.

There was a common practice in the ancient world that during a heated argument this may occur. It was much more common among two separate classes of people.\  
In other words, someone of noble bloodline, or someone with wealth or social status, would slap the face of someone in a lower class during a personality conflict. 
In a public settings, Roman soldiers would slap the face of those who were involved in disrespectful behaviors, or those having heated public disagreements.

This also had the dual meaning of a public insult or someone who spread a lie about you, it was considered a slap in the face.
/2Cor 11:20 For you tolerate it if anyone enslaves you, if anyone devours you, if anyone takes advantage of you, if anyone exalts himself, if anyone hits you in the face.\
A slap on the face was equivalent to someone who publicly abuses you. Whether it was verbally or financially, they somehow took advantage of you in a very public fashion. They may have even stolen from you…this is why Jesus mentioned about having your cloak taken from you.          REPEAT
The historic context of the statement matters.
/What Jesus taught was not going along and getting along with everyone, it was that physical confrontation is the last resort. It is better to look like the loser, or even the weak one, instead of engage in endless conflicts, especially physical altercations. The apostles would have been slaughtered very early on, if they engaged in heated conflicts that could escalate into violence. Just as our LORD would have not made it to the cross if He was not cautious. \  
The lesson here is often twisted and distorted by liberal pulpits. 
Yet you simply need to study other confrontations and other teachings of TLJC and see what HE is emphasizing. 
Like a few of these scriptures which tell a different story; 
/Luk 22:36 And He said to them, “But now, whoever has a money belt is to take it along, likewise also a bag, and whoever has no sword is to sell his cloak and buy one.

Jhn 2:15 And He made a whip of cords, and drove them all out of the temple area, with the sheep and the oxen; and He poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables;\

There was a reason that Jesus would sometimes hide away in a crowd when things got heated. Then other times HE stood out boldly ready to confront the liars and religious crowd.

The simple answer is actually seen in what happened in the garden of Gethsemane. 
/Mat 26:51 And behold, one of those who were with Jesus reached and drew his sword, and struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his ear. 52 Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place; for all those who take up the sword will perish by the sword.\

Violence is the last resort. Violence within combat, law enforcement and self-defense are truly the only accepted forms of violence. 
Even within those circumstances it should never be an overindulged action or attitude. You do what is necessary to win a battle, or survive and protect yourself or someone else…that is it.
                      REPEAT
Luk 6:30 “Give to everyone who asks of you, and whoever takes away what is yours, do not demand it back.
/Under the Law of Moses, the outer cloak was something that could not be taken from someone (Exo 22:26, Deu 24:13), in many cases legal claims could occur. Even for a cloak or a common household object, or piece of clothing could bring a legal dispute. The lesson is directed at the apostles – DO NOT engage in this petty behavior, be generous and whenever possible, walk away, even when it meant a personal loss.\ 
Now this does not mean the Christian is to become a welcome mat, that allows everyone to walk all over them. There is basic common sense and also reasons for legal disputes and that is between you and GOD.
                        REPEAT
/Luk 6:31 “Treat people the same way you want them to treat you.

This is the core concept Jesus was imparting on those who would lead the early church. Christianity should be an example of rising above the petty and greedy nature of the cosmic system.\ 
What Jesus spoke of here, was very similar to what the Apostle Paul would teach in Romans chapter 12.
/Rom 12:18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all people.

Rom 12:21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.\

Luk 6:32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them.
Folks it is easy to be loving and compassionate to those who treat you with respect. HE uses the term AGA-POT-O here meaning, even someone in the flesh can display a version of impersonal, unconditional love.
It is not the same love of TLJC, yet it appears like this because you have two people engaging in mutual respect.
                          REPEAT
Anyone can be kind and compassionate to someone who treats them the same.
/Luk 6:33 “And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit (charis) is that to you? For even sinners do the same.

This means true grace and true divine giving; real joy and blessings can not come from this type of human good.\
CAR-ROSS, means joy, grace and divine blessings. It is what happens when the Bel has the Fruit of the Spirit truly manifesting into their lives, to the point where others are being blessed by that Christian. 
It points to Divine Good works, righteous deeds, not deeds of the flesh.
/Remember something, a truly spiritual action is one that builds toward a godly life of SM. If the Unbeliever can do it, that means it is not spiritual or leads to godliness. True spirituality that builds into a godly life is motivated by the WORD and the power of God the HS. Two people can give to charity, yet only the one who is under the two power options amounts to something spiritual.\ 
Most Bels do not fully understand this concept.

Luk 6:34 “And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners in order to receive back the same amount.
This is where I give fair warning about personal loans and negotiating cash deals with people…Bel or Unbel.
The word of God clearly tells us that if we loan money do not expect it back, it is not the way the world deals with loaning to one another.

/Luk 6:35 “But love your enemies and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil people.

To truly be a mature Bel is to have a very generous attitude about forgiveness and sharing all that you have with others. God has a heart for everyone…this is what you must come to learn in proper context. \
The reward is great because we are brought closer to God and this will bring forth crowns, blessings and rewards in eternity – winners have privilege. 

Luk 6:36 “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
To truly reflect the nature of Christ means we are becoming mature which is godly.
Notice the 7 qualities Jesus is teaching, all 7 - point to walking a GODLY life;
/(1) Love your enemies; (2) do good to those who hate you; (3) bless those who curse you; and (4) pray for those who mistreat you. Furthermore, (5) do not retaliate when others attack you; (6) give freely to those who ask of you; and (7) treat others the way you would want them to treat you. All of these are achieved only IN Christ.\ 
God is not commanding us to empty our bank accounts out, he is calling us to start to become more generous in all aspects of our lives.
Luk 6:37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; and do not condemn, and you will not be condemned; pardon, and you will be pardoned.
/Luk 6:38 “Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure—pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.”

How we deal with forgiveness, bias, charity, wealth when interacting with others will come back upon us – good or bad.\ 
The reality of the teaching is that as the apostles lead the early church they will be expected to walk in a Godly manner.
Which means they have an attitude that is grace oriented about everything.

/God gives out HIS grace; He did not have to create us nor offer us salvation. He gives us abundance within eternal security. His heart is for the lost to be found and for the Unbeliever to repent and come into HIS family. This is what Jesus is teaching, strive in your spiritual journey to be more generous and less judgmental in all aspects of life.\ 

The children of God can demonstrate their relationship to HIM, by marching toward SM and applying these lessons.
Mercy and grace toward all people should symbolize the attitudes and actions of true Christians— despite the ungrateful people, the wicked, and hostility of the majority—as it personifies God's will, who continually gives rain to the unjust, not only to the just.
/Mat 5:44 “But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may prove yourselves to be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.\

